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Fall in Love with Community News...Fall in Love with Community News...

The Great Grand Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at The Gardens at Georgetown brought forth a ton of smiles. Alan Aulson (center with upraised pitch fork) stands with his wife Maureen, along with 
family, friends, and members of the community as Conservation Commissioner Amy Smith prepares to cut the dedication ribbon last Saturday on Andover Street.
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Aulson Roofing, Goats to Go, Great Rock Farm, and the Community Celebrate The Gardens
GEORGETOWN −  Alan Aulson 

greeted supporters of The Gardens at a 
great grand ribbon cutting ceremony 
last week. As neighbors and friends 
enjoyed donuts, coffee, and hot choc-
olate, Aulson pointed out the many 
folks present who helped with the gar-
den cleanup.

"Wayne and Jaime spent a tremen-
dous amount of time up here - hours 
and hours on the machines just pull-

submitted by Matthew Coogan
Town Administrator/ CPO

Town of Boxford
mcoogan@boxfordma.gov

BOXFORD − The Boxford Select 
Board is seeking resident feedback on 
proposed next steps for two vacant 
Town-owned properties: demolition 
of the former West Boxford Library 
building and sale of the property at 
188 Washington Street, and a com-
petitive lease for reuse of the for-
mer Council on Aging building at 4 

ing stuff up," Aulson noted. "Jaime 
spent a lot of time up here with the 
goats, just clearing things [the tangled 
vines and overgrowth of the aban-
doned lots] as it was so thick you 
couldn't get to it [the debris beneath.]

He singled out his "metal crew," 
thanking those who came to the gar-
dens with metal detectors to help find 
buried posts and other metal that 
would get tangled and caught up in 

Middleton Road. The survey is open 
through November 16, 2026.

This survey is the next step in an 
ongoing public process. It builds on 
previous surveys, public discussions, 
and several years of study and due dili-
gence by the Adaptive Reuse of Build-
ings Advisory Committee, Town staff, 
and consultants. Residents are being 
asked to help inform the Board’s pro-
posed path forward and the condi-
tions that should guide implementa-
tion before final decisions are made.

ican Legion who were early donors to 
the project.

The project has "just started," Aul-
son said, as he continued to point out 
many in the gathering who helped, 
including gardener Matthew Nich-
ols who created a sign he and his fam-
ily erected that morning to welcome 
folks to The Gardens.

"Where this goes, we don't know," 
Aulson shared. "Our job was to get 

the farm machines.
"Just to give you an idea, we pulled 

almost 30 truckloads of material out 
of here. Mello's [Disposal] took it in 
as a donation - one of the many dona-
tions we got," Aulson related. "They 
took in about six tons of materials 
down there." 

He also thanked the DPW for their 
work, as well as the Kiwanis, the 
Knights of Columbus, and the Amer-

The Select Board will discuss the 
results and receive public input at a 
public hearing during its November 
23, 2026 meeting. Residents should 
consult the posted Select Board 
agenda for the hearing time, location, 
and participation details.

Prior work has examined building 
conditions, market opportunities, 
potential public and private uses, and 
the costs and challenges of reuse. Both 
buildings remain vacant and require 

it to this point," ready for the spring 
planting by many.

The gardens had fallen into disre-
pair over the past decade-plus, leav-
ing most of the area abandoned and 
overgrown, which further discour-
aged folks from using the area.  Aul-
son started this summer rallying sup-
port for The Gardens’ restoration. 
Twenty years ago, this tiny patch of 

GROVELAND — The Groveland 
Water and Sewer Department is under-
taking an extensive line identifcation 
project designed to identify all service 
line materials and remove any Lead or 
Galvanized service lines.

This phase of the project includes parts 
of Center Street, Washington Street, 
Salem Street, King Street, Rollins Street, 

Heronfield Academy Invites 
Families to Discover an 

Extraordinary Middle School 
Experience

HAMPTON FALLS, N.H. −
Three years that shape a lifetime. The 
middle school years are a remarkable 
period of discovery, possibility and 
growth, when young people develop 
their voices, build confidence and 
begin to see what they're capable of 
achieving.

At Heronfield Academy, middle 
school isn't one part of the educa-
tional journey; it's the school's singu-
lar focus. As an independent school 
dedicated exclusively to grades 6–8, 

Ashcroft Terrace, Balch Avenue, and 
Fairview Circle. Approximately 270 ser-
vices will be identified during this phase. 

To date, Groveland has not identi-
fied any Lead or Galvanized service lines. 
Our service lines are composed mostly 
of Copper and Plastic and, on rare occa-
sions, steel pipe.

Heronfield understands the unique 
opportunities and challenges of these 
formative years. Rigorous academ-
ics, exceptional teaching and a close-
knit community come together in an 
environment designed specifically for 
middle schoolers, where students feel 
known, heard, valued and inspired to 
thrive.

Families are invited to experience 
that difference during two Novem-
ber open houses, Wednesday, Nov. 4, 
from 4–5:30 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 
15, from 1–3 p.m., at the school's 
Hampton Falls campus.

We Know Middle School. Because 

Boxford Invites Residents to Weigh in on the 
Future of Two Town-Owned Properties

Groveland Water Excavations

Hampton Falls Academy Open HousesFormer Council on Aging building at 4 Middleton Road Former West Boxford Library building slated for demolition? 
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  3636

4 Wed 7:04 8.2 7:28 8.3 12:48 0.2 1:18 0.6 6:21 4:32

5 Thu 8:01 8.5 8:27 8.2 1:46 0.2 2:19 0.3 6:22 4:30

6 Fri 8:52 8.7 9:20 8.1 2:39 0.3 3:13 0.1 6:24 4:29

7 Sat 9:39 8.9 10:08 8.0 3:27 0.4 4:01 -0.1 6:25 4:28

8 Sun 10:21 8.9 10:52 7.8 4:11 0.5 4:46 -0.1 6:26 4:27

9 Mon 11:02 8.9 11:34 7.7 4:52 0.7 5:27 -0.1 6:27 4:26

10 Tue 11:41 8.7 5:32 0.9 6:07 0.0 6:29 4:25

11 Wed 12:14 7.5 12:20 8.6 6:11 1.1 6:47 0.1 6:30 4:24

Letters To The Editor
THE GARDEN THAT 
MADE ROOM FOR 

EVERYBODY'S WORK
To the Editor: The restoration of 

The Gardens at Georgetown, with help 
from civic groups, local businesses, 
volunteers, and people from the Essex 
County Sheriff's Pre-Release Center, 
offers an uncommon picture of com-
munity: people with different circum-
stances working toward something 
everyone can enjoy.

My Christian faith makes me think 
of Jesus' words about the last becom-
ing first. Service is not reserved for the 
most prominent person in the group. 
A person carrying away debris can 
contribute as meaningfully as the per-
son cutting the ribbon.

That matters to me after a stroke 
left my left side paralyzed in 1992. 
I learned that people have differ-
ent physical capacities, but everyone 
deserves an opportunity to contribute 
and to belong. Some can clear heavy 
material; others can plant, organize, 
welcome visitors, or help maintain 
what has been restored.

The coming ceremony may cele-
brate a finished project, but its stron-
gest legacy could be what happens 
afterward: whether those who visit 
feel welcome and whether many 
kinds of neighbors can share respon-
sibility for caring for the space.

A garden grows because people 
return. So does a community.

Douglas Vandergraph
Fort Collins, Colorado

Al’s
DART
OUTLET A REAL DART STORE

“TRY BEFORE YOU BUY”
NO SALES TAX

www.AlsDarts.com

(603) 893-4741

5 Rockingham Rd. (RTE 28)
Windham, N.H.

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years.

Rich Baker
978-363-1700

rbaker@newenglandip.com
www.NewEnglandIP.com
291 Main St. West Newbury

New England
Intellectual Property Town of West Newbury 

Acknowledges the Resignation of 
Select Board Member Chris Wile
WEST NEWBURY – The Town of West Newbury acknowledges the resig-

nation of Select Board Member Chris Wile after years of dedicated service to 
the community he cares so deeply about.

“As we all know life is too short. The older you get the shorter it feels. I have 
realized that there are other adventures and opportunities that I need to address 
so I have made the very difficult decision to step away from town government. 
My thanks to those who have supported me and my apologies for needing to 
step away. I sorry for any distractions that this might cause. I would like to 
thank my colleagues and the citizens of West Newbury for the trust and sup-
port you have given me. West Newbury is at a crossroad, and I am excited to 
see the Town continue to focus on building a brighter future. I would like to 
extend my appreciation to our Interim Town Manager, Sean Fitzgerald, Select 
Board member Barry Fogel, and especially West Newbury’s Select Board Chair 
Wendy Reed. I have been proud to serve with all of you,” said Wile.

Chris's tenure on the Select Board was defined by his commitment to pub-
lic service, his thoughtful leadership, and his unwavering dedication to making 
West Newbury a stronger community. Whether discussing local issues, plan-
ning for the future, or representing the Town on regional initiatives like the 
Whittier Tech Regional Agreement Advisory Committee, Chris consistently 
brought energy, integrity, and a genuine desire to serve others. The Town is 
grateful for all he has given and wishes him and his family the very best in the 
next chapter ahead.

Continued from page 1

BOXFORD SEEKS 
FEEDBACK
ongoing spending on utilities, main-
tenance, and protection from deteri-
oration.

At 188 Washington Street, the 
Board’s proposed direction is to 
demolish the building and prepare 
the property for sale. The survey seeks 
feedback on that approach, potential 
future uses of the property, and the 
factors that should guide the Town’s 
decisions.

At 4 Middleton Road, interest from 

St. George Classical Academy, a local 
private school, in leasing the build-
ing for classroom space has been dis-
cussed at public meetings and has 
helped bring that potential use for-
ward for consideration.

No final decisions have been made 
about either property, and no buyer 
or tenant has been selected. If the 
Town proceeds with leasing 4 Mid-
dleton Road, it would seek a mar-
ket-rate lease through a competitive 
Request for Proposals process under 
Massachusetts General Laws Chap-
ter 30B, Section 16. Any sale or lease 
would remain subject to applicable 
approvals, including Town Meeting 
authorization where required.

Residents are encouraged to review 
the background information in the 
survey and share their views on the 

proposed directions, financial consid-
erations, preservation, neighborhood 
impacts, and conditions that should 
guide any sale or lease. Responses will 
help inform the Board’s next steps, 
including possible articles for the May 
11, 2027 Annual Town Meeting.

Complete the survey by November 
16, 2026:

Take the resident survey at: https://
tinyurl.com/boxfordsurvey.

Background studies and informa-
tion about the Town’s work are avail-
able on the project website:

Adaptive Reuse Feasibility Study 
project website: https://tinyurl.com/
boxfordusestudy

Individual survey responses are pub-
lic records and may be released. Please 
do not include sensitive personal 
information.
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Continued from page 1
THE GARDENS

the 200-acre conservation area which 
was dedicated to community garden-
ing, was alive with families of gar-
deners from Georgetown and neigh-
boring communities. Over time, lots 
were abandoned and the area fell 
into disrepair and overgrowth which 
obscured abandoned ground covers, 
fence posts, stakes, earth coverings, 
buckets, and all kinds of debris. There 
ended up being a “meandering of 
fences all over the place,” with various 
sized lots. And, access to the walking 
trails beyond The Gardens became 
engulfed and blocked in overgrowth.

“This garden goes back a long time, 
and people would relate how their 
parents had gardens up here, there 

were sandboxes for the kids, this was 
quite the place,” Aulson related. “You 
would come up here during the day 
and ‘talk over the fence’ and see every-
body.”

The Aulson family donated wheel 
barrels and pitch forks for the use 
of the gardeners. He spoke of other 
improvements which could be made 
if folks are interested, including 
improving parking and access, the 
acquisition of a lawn mower and stor-
age shed to help maintain the garden 
paths, and “perhaps a shed or area 
where gardeners can share vegetables 
or put them for donation or sale.”

Amy Smith, representing the Con-
servation Commission, cut the cere-
monial ribbon to the cheers of many. 
She was joined by Selectboard mem-
bers Douglas Dawes, Mike Donahue, 

Robert Hoover, and Laura Repplier. 
Members of the Knights of Colum-
bus, Kiwanis, and American Legion 
were present for the event, along with 
neighbors, and gardeners who joined 
Alan and Maureen and the Aulson 
families in celebration. 

Aulson is a former selectman, and 
with his family, donated the resources 
from Aulson Roofing, Goats to Go, 
and Great Rock Farm to the resto-
ration efforts. He also arranged with 
the sheriff for near-release workers to 
join in at the gardens to hand-prune 
and help delicately remove debris 
from the non-disturbed areas of the 
gardens (the Conservation Commis-
sion had limited earth movement 
activities to the front area of the gar-
dens).

Matthew Nichols (far right) created The Gardens sign which he mounted to posts supplied by Aulson Roofing. Helping him 
mount the sign were his with his wife, Sherri, and father Michael (far left), mother Sharon, and daughters Maisie and Emmery. 

Amy Smith, Selectman Donahue and his wife Noelle and children, Beth & AJ Aulson (far right)

Jaime, Wayne, and Alan

Happy gardeners

Members of the American Legion gather alongside the Great Rock Farm truck.
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Wilfred “Will” C. Budd, 78, 
went home to be with his Lord and 
Savior on Monday, October 26, 
2026.

Born December 9, 1947, in 
Ipswich, Massachusetts, Will was 
the son of H. Clark and Lillian 
(Searles) Budd. Will grew up in 
Rowley with his parents and his sis-
ters, June and Charlotte. As a young 
man, he worked with his father on 
the family farm. After marrying his wife Aleta in 1972, Will 
worked in a number of different fields - as a farmer, a bus driver 
for the Town of Rowley, and as a diesel/fleet mechanic. Will had 
a knack for seeing the potential in unusable things. He took pride 
in restoring cars and other machines that no longer worked and 
bringing them back to working order. He had a mechanically 
inclined mind that could quickly troubleshoot, diagnose and 
resolve issues on anything with a motor or gears. He could often 
be found fixing the hydraulics on a tractor, re-welding mount-
ing brackets on a friend’s pickup, or replacing the carburetor on 
someone’s walk-behind tiller. To Will, nothing was a lost cause 
— it was a challenge to overcome. He was selfless to a fault and 
never thought of any task that needed to be accomplished as 
being beneath him.

Above all else, Will cherished his faith and his family. He ded-
icated many years of service as a deacon and was an active mem-
ber of the First Baptist Church of Rowley. Will often expressed 
his immense gratitude for the blessings and gentle care provided 
by his heavenly Father throughout his journey. Family brought 
Will great joy, especially his grandchildren. He cherished the 
moments spent watching them celebrate Christmas and fre-
quently traveled to cheer them on at sporting events and school 
performances. At every family gathering, without fail, the young-
est grandchild would inevitably find a cozy spot right on Papa’s 
lap.

Will is survived by Aleta, his wife of fifty-four years: daugh-
ter Lisa Martin and husband Brent (Philadelphia, PA); daughter 
Lynnette Lovasco and husband Peter (Boxford, MA); daughter 
Jennifer Stevens and husband Jason (Bedford, NH); son Harry 
and wife Melissa (Farmingdale, ME); and son Clark and wife 
Jessica (Stafford Springs, CT). He is also survived by his seven-
teen grandchildren: Matthew Poulin, Lael Martin, Kyle Lovasco, 
Jaden Martin, Ryan Lovasco, Ava Constantine, Isabel Con-
stantine, Katelynn Lovasco, Ashley Budd, Sophia Budd, Noah 
Martin, Hazen Budd, Julyssa Lovasco, Audrey Budd, Giovanni 
Lovasco, Zackery Lovasco, and Will Budd. He was preceded in 
death by his parents and his grandson, Ethan Budd.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts may be given to First Bap-
tist Church of Rowley, Massachusetts, 147 Main Street, Rowley, 
MA 01969. A Celebration of Life will be held at First Baptist 
Church of Rowley, Massachusetts on Saturday, November 28, 
2026, at 10:30 AM.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be pledged to First Baptist 
Church of Rowley.

To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, 
please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.

~ Arrangements entrusted to 
F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

Kenneth Michael Keyes, 86, of 
Rowley, MA, passed away on Mon-
day, October 26th at Anna Jacques 
Hospital surrounded by family. He 
was born on January 25, 1940, to 
Kenneth and Helen (Doherty) Keyes 
in Medford, MA.

Raised in Winchester, MA, he 
attended Winchester Public Schools 
and graduated from Winchester High 
School in 1957. He enjoyed summers 
at the family vacation home at the top of Great Neck in Ipswich, 
MA. He married Sandra Seaboyer in 1961, and together, they 
raised three children in Rowley, MA. In the early years of his 
career, he was a successful self-employed electrician through-
out the North Shore area. He also spent many years working 
at Knowles Gas Station in Rowley, where he enjoyed getting to 
know all the locals.

In his later years, he finished his career working at the Rowley 
Light Department, where he was the last walking meter reader 
to serve the town. Ken had special affection for the Towns of 
Rowley and Ipswich; the “Diner”; the Saturday morning break-
fast crew, annual camping trips with family, and tinkering with 
anything that needed fixing.

He was predeceased by sister and brother-in-law Margaret and 
Howard Bowen.

He is survived by his wife of 65 years, Sandy (Seaboyer) and 
three children & spouses/partner: Karen & Bruce Nicholas of 
Groveland, Kenny & Kate Keyes of Haverhill, and Kristi Keyes 
& Brad Bozza of Franklin, NH. He leaves four grandchildren; 
Michael & Cicely Nicholas, Lilli & Ryan Connarton, Ernie Kee-
gan and Sydney Keyes. He was the proud great-grandfather to 
Austin Mae Nicholas. In addition, he is survived by siblings and 
spouses Janice & Jim McDonald and Robert & Julie Keyes. He 
leaves many nieces, nephews, extended family and friends.

A Celebration of Life is planned for Saturday November 7th, 
at Rowley Veterans Association, 19 Bradford St., Rowley, MA, 
from 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM.

To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, 
please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.

~ Arrangements entrusted to 
F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

John Franklin Donahoe 75, for-
merly of Weymouth and Kings-
ton passed away unexpectedly at his 
home in Rowley on October 21. He 
was the beloved son of the late Robert 
E and Lillian F (Hill)Donahoe who 
called him Jackie.

We knew him as Jack, Dad and 
Ampa. Jack is survived by his devoted 
wife Rita (Fontana), cherished chil-
dren Sarah Eastman and John (Julie) 
Donahoe and adored grandchildren, Megan and Eve Eastman 
and Logan and Hannah Donahoe. He also leaves his loving sib-
lings Robert (Diane), Gail, Pau l(Maggie) Donahoe and Claire 
MacDonald and nieces and nephews Brianne (Colin)McGree, 
Sean (Uwyn) Donahoe, Amanda and Andrew MacDonald and 
grandnieces and nephew Ellery and Jocelyn McGree and Julian 
MacDonald.

Jack attended Bridgewater State College, Suffolk University 
and received a master’s in criminal justice from Anna Maria Col-
lege. After serving as a police officer, he also taught Criminal Jus-
tice for Quincy College. Jack and Rita relocated to the North 
Shore to be close to their children and grandchildren. During 
this time, they enjoyed countless travel adventures to many his-
torical sites here and abroad with Italy, Ireland, and Prague being 
his favorite.

As a congregant of St. Joseph’s in Kingston, Massachusetts, Jack 
started a men’s softball league there, was involved with the Pre-
Cana Program, and participated in mission work in Haiti after 
the devastating 2010 earthquake. He helped rebuild an orphan-
age, drawing on his EMT experience and building skills. His 
craftsmanship lives on there and in the many benches, stools, 
and tables he made for his family and friends.

Jack’s legacy lives on through his family. They were his world, 
his pride and joy. He will be remembered for his faith, devotion 
to his family, quick wit, passion for history, ability to connect 
with people from all walks of life, and dedication to serving oth-
ers. We will carry his memory in our hearts forever.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be pledged to St. Jude Chil-
dren's Research Hospital, Fisher House™ Foundation, Inc.

To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, 
please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.

~ Arrangements entrusted to 
F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

Wilfred “Will” C. Budd Kenneth Michael Keyes John Franklin Donahoe

Blues Singer at Belleville
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

Grammy-nominated singer, songwriter and multi-instrumental-
ist Farayi brings her warm, soulful voice to the Belleville concert 
stage Saturday, Nov. 14 for an evening of American blues, gospel, 
bluegrass and jazz.

Farayi Malek was raised in Caldwell, ID, where she played the 
fiddle from age four. She was exposed to old-time, bluegrass and 
country through the Junior Jammer Fiddlers and gospel music at 
church. 

On the faculty at the Berklee College of Music, Farayi’s songwrit-
ing is rooted in empathy, spirituality, and the rich musical tradi-
tions that have shaped her.

Her new single, “Prayer for the People,” marks a bold new solo 
chapter. Featuring haunting bluegrass instrumenta-
tion from the Grammy-winning band the SteelDriv-
ers, the song is highly appropriate for today’s world. 

It offers a heartfelt plea for relief from the despair, 
anger, loneliness and fear so many face today. Farayi’s 
tender, empathetic vocals carry both deep spirituality 
and steely strength.

Tammy Rogers with the popular band, The Steel-
drivers described Farayi as “an incredible new talent 
to hit the roots music scene.

After spending time with her in the studio collaborating on her 
new single, Rogers declared, “She is proof that the future of roots 
music is in great hands."

Prayer for the People emerged from a spontaneous moment of 
inspiration. 

“I was having a moment of prayer, and this melody came to my 
mind,” Farayi said. “I distractedly hit record on my phone and 
started to sing. My plea was directed toward the things that I was 
seeing in the world — the brokenness in our nation, and the wars 
that are happening abroad.”

Having captivated audiences around the globe as a vocalist with 
Danilo Pérez’s Global Messengers, Farayi is now returning to her 
musical roots and inviting listeners to join her on a personal new 
journey.

She was nominated for a Grammy in 2023 for the Best Latin 
Jazz Album and two years later for the Best Classical Vocal Album.

Now a Salt Lick Incubator award-winner, Farayi is stepping out 
as a solo artist on her debut recording project produced by Alain 
Mallet, Phil Woods, Paul Simon, Paquito D'Rivera, Marc John-
son and Madeleine Peyroux.

The concert is at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14 at The Belleville 
Congregational Church, 300 High St., Newburyport

Buy tickets at www.eventbrite.com/e/farayi-at-bel-
leville-roots-tickets-1997912828051?aff=oddtdtcreator

Newburyport

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town
Arthur J. Carlow Beverly  Campbell Funeral Home BeverlyCarmela Sylvia Mirandi Beverly  
Salvatore R. Scola Gloucester  Campbell Funeral Home GloucesterVirginia Marie McVey Gloucester  
June Ann Tougas Ipswich  Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 

Joan Marie Paradis North Andover Conte Funeral Home North 
Andover

Ann Gaeta Morando Peabody  

Conway Cahill-Brodeur 
Funeral Home Peabody

Ethelwyn Elizabeth Morrison Peabody  
Angelina F. Mantsourani Peabody  
Ann M. Goff Deerfield, NH 
John D. Dullea Peabody  
Priscilla R. Bovio Peabody  
Catherine Ann Zolnierczyk Peabody  
David Hussey Danvers  CR Lyons & Sons Funeral 

Directors DanversPhyllis A. DeChristoforo Danvers  
Gertrude A. Moffett Beverly  

Andrea D. Fogarty Haverhill  Driscoll Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services Haverhill

Kenneth M. Keyes Rowley  F.S. Roberts & Son Funeral 
Home RowleyJohn F. Donahoe Rowley 

David “VIP” Shahinian Haverhill H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral 
Home & Cremation Services HaverhillCarleton B. Nusenoff Hookset, NH 

Rev. Thomas Joseph Casey Lawrence John Breen Memorial Funeral 
Home, Inc.

North 
AndoverWalter W. White III North Andover

Clifton H. Perkins, Jr. Haverhill Kevin B. Comeau Funeral 
Home Haverhill

John E. “Jack” Jones Middleton Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 
Beth (Carter) LaRochelle Rowley Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 
Arthur J. Cote Marblehead O’Donnell Cremations-

Funerals-Celebrations SalemGeraldine “Gerry” 
(Murtaugh) Avigian Salem

Arlene Burgoyne Danvers O’Donnell Cremations-
Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 

George M. Caparella West Newbury Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family 
Funeral Homes Newburyport

Lorraine Jeanne Thomas Rye, NH 

Remick & Gendron Funeral 
Home Hampton

Raul N. Machado Hampton, NH

Ralph Alden Littlefield Jr. N, Hampton, 
NH

Paul Joseph Hagan Nottingham
Anne Eastman McDonnell Stratham, NH 
Caleb Austin Grant Newburyport Twomey, LeBlanc, & Conte 

Funeral Home NewburyportKenneth Jasinski Newburyport 

Death Notices, Obituaries, Celebrations of Life Announcements
We print death notices for free and request funeral homes send to us 

weekly. We ask $120 per obituary to offset our distribution costs.
editor@TheTownCommon.com

 

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16 Sylvan St. Danvers, MA 01923

Cash, Check, or
Venmo only

Swedish Yule Fair
(Traditional Jul Marknad)

Saturday November 21, 2026 • 9am-2pm • Free Admission & Parking

Lunch starting at 10:30am
Traditional open-face sandwiches: Räksmörgäs (shrimp
sandwich)-Köttbullar (meatball)-Sillmacka (herring)

Lucia procession at 12pm
Scandinavian & American holiday music played all day

Holiday Shopping - All Day
Swedish coffee & coffee bread, Glögg (Christmas punch)
& pepparkakor (Swedish ginger snaps) served all day.

Assortment of Gifts, Handcrafts, Imported Linens,
Ornaments, Jewelry, Cards, Wrapping Paper, Candles,

Candle Holders & Rings, Dala Horses, Straw Goats,
Jul Tomtes (gnomes) and more.

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16
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Sylvan St. Danvers, MA 01923y

Swedish Yule Fair
(Traditional Jul Marknad)

Saturday November 21, 2026 • 9am-2pm • Free Admiss

Lunch starting at 10:30am
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Swedish coffff eff e & coffff eff e bread, Glögg (Christmas punch)
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Ornaments, Jewelry, Cards, Wrapping Paper, Candles,

Candle Holders & Rings, Dala Horses, Straw Goats,
Jul Tomtes (gnomes) and more.
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Support local 
journalism.
Join the Publisher's 
Club. 
Your gift keeps us 
alive to deliver truly 
local news.

GROVELAND WATER
continued from page 1

Letters were mailed on Oct. 30 to residents who are 
part of this project. Additionally, door hangers will be 
left on homes in advance to remind residents that the 
department will be approaching their property. 

Members of the Massachusetts Rural Water Asso-
ciation (MassRWA)will have workers in Groveland 
to assist with the many Dig-Safe mark-outs that are 
required. MassRWA is a non-profit trade associa-
tion of rural water and wastewater systems. They are 
a nationally recognized Rural Water Association and 
the preferred provider of training and on-site assis-
tance for small systems in Massachusetts.

 Excavations will 
begin on Nov. 9. Dig-
Safe mark-outs have 
been taking place for 
a few weeks and will 
continue until all ser-
vices have been identi-
fied. J&Z Excavation 
of Haverhill will be per-
forming the excavation 
work; they will be uti-
lizing mini-excavators 
and Hydro-Vac trucks. 

The goal is to utilize 

the Hydro-Vac truck as much as possible. This is 
the least disruptive method, resulting in a roughly 
2-foot diameter hole around the buried water shut-
off. The contractor anticipates completing 12 to 20 
properties per day utilizing the Hydro-Vac truck. 

A crew will follow the Hydro-Vac truck and 
restore the excavation area to its original condition. 
Loam and grass seed will be spread in lawn areas.

All excavations that involve asphalt and/or any 
special conditions will be grouped and completed 
together. Groveland Water and Sewer would like to 
thank residents for their patience and understand-
ing during this project. For additional questions, 
please contact the department at 978-556-7220.   ♦ 

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH
ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE
TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 
Trailer Repair
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles November 19, 2026 on the website http://sta.
ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after November 19, 2026 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1.  2010 Toyota Prius VIN JTDKN3DU9A0029765
2.  2005 Acura TSX VIN JH4CL96845C030807
3.  2011 Chevrolet Silverado VIN 1GCRCPEX6BZ272225
4.  2006 Scion xB VIN JTLKT334664119287
5.  2006 Lexus IS 250 VIN JTHCK262065000781
6.  2010 Honda Odyssey VIN 5FNRL3H6XAB030182
7.  2010 Dodge Grand Caravan VIN 2D4RN4DE3AR365255
8.  2010 Subaru Forester VIN JF2SH6CC2AH794000
9.  2010 Kia Soul VIN KNDJT2A29A7028735
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                           10/28, 11/4, (11/11)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Notice 
of Intent by applicant: Boxford Athletic Association, Inc (BAA) for the property 
located at Koster Field, Stiles Pond Road (Assessor’s Map 17, Block 2, Lot 27.1), for 
proposed regrading, replacement of fencing and irrigation and construction of a 
gravel warning track and bleachers for an existing baseball field.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, email wkoneval@boxfordma.gov or call (978) 887-6000, 
ext. 506 or visit the Conservation Office at Boxford Town Hall during office hours 
M-Th 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Conservation Agent                                                           11/4

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after November 12, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2011 Acura MDX VIN 2HNYD2H67BH515792
2017 Chevrolet Malibu VIN 1G1ZE5ST1HF115141
2008 Ford Focus VIN 1FAHP34NX8W236434
2001 Honda Odyssey VIN 2HKRL18551H544955
2012 Jeep Liberty VIN 1C4PJMAK5CW141389
2023 Nissan Kicks VIN 3N1CP5CV5PL573019
2021 Toyota Corolla VIN JTDEPMAE5MJ188579
2009 Toyota Sienna VIN 5TDZK23C09S254935
2025 Zhilong ST VIN HZ2TBCNF7S1018290
2024 Znen Amax VIN L5YTCLDGXR1140618
Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Signed: Coady’s Towing Service                                            10/21, 10/28, 11/4

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

FOR SALE
Antique Stove

Wood and/or Coal Burning 
Parlor 
Stove

Glenwood 
No 16

$100 or 
BO

Pick up in 
Groveland
508 982 

0635

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS
Everyone Reads Classified Ads 

4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

PUZZLE ANSWERS

COMMISSIONED 
ADVERTISING

ACCOUNT MANAGERS
Seeking energetic commissioned sales 

representatives to grow this publication. 
The sky is the limit. 

Perfect job for a retired salesperson.
The Town Common seeks advertising accounts managers to meet 

the needs of our advertisers who seek to grow their businesses. You 
work where you want, when you want, how you want. Start by 
dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks and build up your 
income with each well-paid commissioned sale. You earn with 
each new ad campaign or sponsorship and continue to earn residu-
als with each renewal you manage. Your income continues to grow 
uncapped. Of course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! 
The more accounts you manage, the more you earn!  

Call me: Lonnie Brennan - Nights after 6:00 p.m., weekends any 
time:  978-609-4183.

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership

advertise@thetowncommon.com

HELP WANTED

AUTO FOR SALE

1998 Buick LeSabre Presidential 
80K. No winters. New tires & brake 
lines. Body/Interior/Motor GREAT.
$2,900 as is. Needs front bushing.

(978) 374-9414
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Continued from page 1
OPEN HOUSE
It’s All We Do. That singular focus 
shapes every aspect of the Heron-
field experience, from academics 
and creative exploration to athletics, 
leadership and service. Students are 
encouraged to discover new interests, 
challenge themselves, develop inde-
pendence and build the confidence 
and skills to succeed in high school 
and beyond.

“While three years may seem like a 
short time, the middle school experi-
ence can shape a lifetime,” said Bren-
dan Sullivan, head of school at Her-
onfield Academy. “These are the years 
when young people discover what 
they're capable of, develop their own 
voices and build the confidence to 
pursue what's possible. Because mid-
dle school is all we do, we understand 
what students need at this stage of 
life and how to challenge, inspire and 
support them. Our goal is to provide 
an extraordinary education that pre-
pares them for high school and all that 
lies ahead.”

Discover Heronfield: November 
Open Houses

Prospective students and their fam-
ilies are invited to 
visit campus, meet 
faculty and current 
students, explore 
the academic pro-
gram and discover 
what makes an edu-
cation dedicated 
exclusively to mid-
dle school different.

• Wednesday, 
Nov. 4: 4–5:30 p.m.

• Sunday, Nov. 15: 
1–3 p.m.

• Location: Her-
onfield Academy, 
356 Exeter Road, 
Hampton Falls, NH 
03844

• Learn more and 
register: https://

www.heronfield.org
Families are encouraged to attend 

an open house to experience Heron-
field firsthand. Those unable to attend 
may contact the admissions office to 
arrange a private campus tour.

At Heronfield, students are seen, 
heard, known and valued. A culture 
grounded in honesty, respect, dili-
gence, celebration and caring creates 
a supportive community where stu-
dents are encouraged to take risks, 
embrace new opportunities and 
become confident, curious and capa-
ble young people.

Need-based financial aid informa-

Monday Night at the Fights - Georgetown Select Board Discussion Flare Ups
by Lonnie Brennan

GEORGETOWN – If you tune in 
or watch the replays, the Georgetown 
Select Board meetings continue to sur-
prise. This past week, two particular 
scenes unfolded, both to do with the 
board's desire to move forward with 
developing a 'Charter' to change the 
town's form of government. 

At their last meeting, four mem-
bers of the board indicated they had 
questions for the Charter Commit-
tee which was not present. A Char-
ter, they discussed, would eliminate 
all elected positions in town with the 
exception of school committee and 
select board.

Surprise number one occurred when 
apparently only one member brought 
forth any questions. Mike Dona-
hue submitted a number of questions 
in writing prior to the meeting, in 
which he asked for examples of why 
the government should change, and 
what problems are being solved that 
could not be solved with simple bylaw 
changes. Member Ed Dobie stated he 
had questions, but submitted none. 
Member Laura Repplier stated she has 
never been convinced of the need for a 
Charter, but submitted no questions, 
and Chair Doug Dawes who had said 
the Charter Committee's report left 
him lacking, also submitted no ques-
tions. Member Rob Hoover, who 
served on the Charter Committee, 
had requested written questions.

The second surprise was when 
Donahue was repeatedly interrupted 
by his colleagues, seemingly never able 
to finish more than a sentence without 

Georgetown Water Cancer
Probe Delayed

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – This town 
may have a cancer problem, but the 
state Health Department does not 
have enough investigators to conduct 
a probe here, according to the town’s 
Health Director.

Last week, residents received a let-
ter from the town’s Water Depart-
ment stating that tests had shown the 
water from the Patriot Lane Booster 
Station, east of Interstate 95, had 
exceeded the maximum allowed lev-
els for the possible-to-probable can-
cer-causing chemical Trihalometh-
anes (THMs).

The contamination averaged over 
the last year at 83 micrograms per 
liter, while the maximum allowable 
level for THMs is 80 micrograms per 
liter. 

The water department stated 
that the excess was probably caused 
by chlorine. THMs are the most 
common chlorinated disinfection 
by-products.

“This is not an emergency,” the 
Water Department’s letter stated. 

Chlorine is added to the drinking 
water after filtration for disinfection 
and before iron and manganese are 
removed. 

“Some people who drink water con-
taining THMs in excess of the maxi-
mum allowable level over many years 
may experience problems with their 
liver, kidneys or central nervous sys-

tem and may have an increased risk 
of getting cancer,” the Water Depart-
ment letter stated. 

Children and pregnant women 
may be potentially more susceptible 
to risks from exposures to chemicals, 
such as THM, the letter stated.

Bill Holt, the town’s Health Direc-
tor, told the SelectBoard his office has 
been “getting a lot of calls” about the 
cancer cases. He has contacted the 
assistant state health director, who 
told him the department can not 
launch an investigation in George-
town as this time.

Asked by SelectBoard chair Doug 
Dawes when the state probe might 
be conducted, Holt said, “I’ll know 
when I know. It may take a year.” 

In the interim, the Water Depart-
ment has completely flushed the sys-
tem in that area and will be flushing 
the entire northern part of the town 
in October. The flushing will reduce 
the stagnation and eIevated water 
temperatures that occurred during 
the summer months. It said it also 
continues to look for potential causes 
of contamination and is reducing the 
amount of disinfectant products. 

The letter also claimed that the 
new pretreatment filtration build-
ing, which is under construction, will 
improve the department’s operations. 

For more information, visit the 
water department’s website, www.
georgetownwater.org or call  978-
352-5750.

an interruption/interjection. 
Donahue asked if the committee 

had looked into any examples of why a 
change was needed. When pressed, he 
cited the question he previously raised 
regarding the town administrator hir-
ing a secondary law firm which the 
admin. states give him explicit pow-
ers to hire and fire town employees. 
Donahue asked if the charter would 
address this matter. 

The Town Common has been denied access 
to the secret legal opinion regarding 
the ceding of authority to the admin-
istrator. We’re told that residents just 
have to take the board’s word for it. 
Donahue's attempts to get the board 
to release the document to the pub-
lic have similarly been stone-
walled. The board contin-
ues to sign off on legal bills 
to argue against Freedom of 
Information Requests to pre-
vent its release to the public.

Charter Commission 
Chair Alicia Raspa (who 
also chairs the town's finance 
committee and community 
preservation committee) responded 
that it could or could not be addressed 
in a charter, but when Donahue 
sought clarification, Town Adminis-
trator Orlando Pacheco injected him-
self into the conversation and told 
Raspa - cutting off Raspa - and advis-
ing: "I think it's important to let Mike 
- just listen - he wants to say it - we 
don't have to agree with him, but just 
let him say it so it feels like it’s been 
said. And if he says it 100 times, it 
doesn't change anything factual."

ger picture of how you want the town 
to function, kind of in a more effi-
ciently clear, direct approach. Before it 
was me, I think you guys, it was [for-
mer selectwoman] Rachel [Therrian] 
that Mike had a lot of focus on. So, I 
want, so it's clear to you, because you 
had that thousand-page complaint. 
(Donahue replied - "Thousand page?" 
- as no such thousand-page document 
exists). Pacheco plowed on: "Your big 
complaint was that process to remove 
somebody who was underperforming. 
And one of things I said is -." He was 
interrupted mid-sentence by Dobie 
who stated "Mr. Chair, one side is as 
bad as the other side. No offense, I 
think we should shut this down and 
just move forward."

After some utterances by others, 
Orlando proceeded to state that the 
current bylaws are in part "loosey 
goosey" in areas, and a Charter - 
which he has advocated for repeatedly 
- would bring a uniform process to all 
appointees. 

Donahue replied that the whole 
point is if we're moving from bylaw 
to Charter, is to have a fundamental 
understanding of what is broken, to 
form a Charter that makes the most 

Hoover appeared to smile, Repplier 
sat with crossed arms, Dobie sat silent, 
and Dawes appeared distracted. 

Donahue softly replied, "What did I 
say that was inaccurate, Orlando?" 

Pacheco stated that he had the per-
mission of the chairs to get a second 
legal opinion. Donahue again noted 
that no vote of the board authorized 
such, and again asked if the charter 
would correct such things. Raspa said 
her committee is not here to weigh in 
on such matters; they're just asking to 
move the charter forward.

Dobie jumped in and said it's an 
issue, "that you and I have spoken 
about" but then said this wasn't the 
forum to discuss it further. He said the 

board could just work with 
the Charter committee and 
work things through.

After some discussion 
(again, free fall, without rec-
ognition of any member or 
speaker by the chair), Town 
Administrator Pacheco 
again injected: " with all due 

respect to Mike, there's been a 
lot of uber focus on the town adminis-
trator, but I am one person of an entire 
town and try to think of like the big-

sense. Pacheco replied that nothing 
has to be broken. Raspa echoed that 
same, adding that it's just organizing 
things differently. 

No further mention of examples of 
how a charter would solve any prob-
lem was discussed, nor was there 
further discussion of the secret law 
opinion obtained by the town admin-
istrator.

Since obtaining the secret opinion, 
the admin. has fired one town hall 
employee and hired a two employees.

Donahue has been the only mem-
ber to question the legality of the 
change and the cloak of secrecy of 
the legal opinion which the chair and 
super-majority of the board support.

Repplier said that moving forward 
would be a deep dive into if we should 
or should not structure things differ-
ent, “so I’m all on board.” 

Dobie asked for a vote to move for-
ward. 

Donahue asked what it would cost.
After some discussion of the flat fee 

the town paid to a consultant to advise 
the Charter Exploratory Committee, 
and remaining funds, the committee 
voted to move forward on the path to 
create a Charter Committee, etc. ♦

Rowley Trk+A-P 
Wants junk cars or trucks

ANY condition. Must have title. 
Please call 978-948-5400 or 352-212-6804 
No Computers! Call & Leave A Voice Message.

Rowley, Ipswich, & Newbury area only

WANTED

Alicia Raspa

tion is available through the admis-
sions office and school website.

About Heronfield Academy
Founded in 2007, Heronfield Acad-

emy is an independent day school in 
Hampton Falls, New Hampshire, 
serving students in grades 6–8. With 
a singular focus on the middle school 
years, Heronfield combines academic 
challenge, personal growth and a 
strong sense of community in an edu-
cational environment designed specif-
ically for this formative stage of life.

Learn more at
 https://www.heronfield.org/.


