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 ROWLEY −  Back By Popular 

Demand! 2026 marks the year the 
Annual Friends of the Library Holi-
day Basket Raffle returns!

This event runs from Nov. 14th 
- Dec. 19th With the basket raffle 
drawing on Dec. 19th

We are seeking donations of baskets!
Each basket should have a regu-

lar retail value of at least $50. It can 

WEST NEWBURY  The Pen-
tucket Regional Middle School math 
team won the Mosca division at the 
first meet of the Intermediate Math 
League of Eastern Massachusetts 
(IMLEM) season.

The team scored 150 points, two  
two points ahead of second-place 
Harold L. Qualters Middle School 
of Mansfield. Its score was 80 points 

higher than at the same meet last year.
The team was led by Alex E., who 

scored 17 out of 18, answering eleven 
of twelve questions correctly.

IMLEM has held math competi-
tions for middle school students since 
1965. This year, 53 schools from east-
ern Massachusetts are competing in 
five meets. At each meet, every stu-

Pentucket Regional Middle 
School Wins Math Competition
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Growing in our 22nd year of  community service... Growing in our 22nd year of  community service... 

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Rowley Library 
Holiday Basket 

Raffle!

December 4 | Wenham, MA

Celebrate the holiday season at Gordon College 
with A Very Merry Open House hosted by 
Gordon Admissions and tickets to the beloved 
Christmas Gala—the North Shore’s largest 
Christmas music celebration.

Learn more at 
gordon.edu/christmas-open-house

by Lonnie Brennan
GEORGETOWN  – Members of 

the Georgetown Park and Recs. Com-
mission expressed excitement last week 
as they discussed new possibilities for 
the town, thanks to Jim Bussing's 
donation plans.

In March we reported on a $1 mil-
lion gift planned by former resident 
Jim Busssing. Since then, Mr. Bussing 

has experienced "frustration" with 
the town, which took almost seven 
months to begin the process to legally 
accept his donation. He was also frus-
trated with the selectman's office for 
allowing this to happen, and the accu-
mulation of engineering bills which 
went unpaid for months. 

Apparently, in December of 2025, 

Georgetown Park & Rec Excited 
by 'New Possibilites' Thanks to 

Jim Bussing Sr's Generosity
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Advertising
For Advertising Information:

Advertise@
TheTownCommon.com

or
Julianne DeSantis 

978-626-7443
or

editor@TheTownCommon.com
978-255-3015

The Town Common is not responsible for typographical 
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for 
prompt notifi cation of such errors. Advertisers should 
notify The Town Common of any errors in ads on the fi rst 
day of issuance. No credits &/or refunds are off ered or 
implied. All material and content cannot be duplicated 
without written consent of the publisher. The right is 
reserved to reject, omit, or edit any copy off ered for 
publication.
Copyright 2004-2026 The Town Common  © Broadside Communications - 
All Rights Reserved.

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present

Opinions expressed in this paper 
are those of the writers. 

Send your organization or group 
notices, birth or engagement 
announcements, photos, articles, 
and Letters to the Editor (limit 
250 words, and include a telephone 
number for verification) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
Or postal service:

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833
Publisher/Editor
Lonnie Brennan

Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

How to Submit Content to the Editor:

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

The damage caused by a fire on Main Street. 
(Photo Courtesy West Newbury Fire Department)

TIDE CHART
Date

High Low
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978-314-0140978-314-0140

  3636

11 Wed 12:14 7.5 12:20 8.6 6:11 1.1 6:47 0.1 6:30 4:24

12 Thu 12:54 7.3 1:00 8.4 6:50 1.3 7:27 0.3 6:31 4:23

13 Fri 1:35 7.2 1:42 8.3 7:32 1.4 8:11 0.5 6:32 4:22

14 Sat 2:19 7.0 2:27 8.1 8:17 1.6 8:57 0.7 6:34 4:21

15 Sun 3:07 6.9 3:16 7.8 9:06 1.7 9:47 0.8 6:35 4:20

16 Mon 3:58 6.9 4:09 7.6 9:59 1.8 10:38 0.9 6:36 4:19

17 Tue 4:51 7.0 5:04 7.5 10:55 1.7 11:29 1.0 6:37 4:18

18 Wed 5:44 7.2 6:00 7.4 11:53 1.6 6:39 4:17

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales

Looking for focused, flexible individuals who 
want to diligently call on sales accounts each 
week. This is commissioned Ad Sales in the 

Greater Newburyport Area. You build a 
portfolio, and earn residuals every month... 

editor@TheTownCommon.com

Al’s
DART
OUTLET A REAL DART STORE

“TRY BEFORE YOU BUY”
NO SALES TAX

www.AlsDarts.com

(603) 893-4741

5 Rockingham Rd. (RTE 28)
Windham, N.H.

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years.

Rich Baker
978-363-1700

rbaker@newenglandip.com
www.NewEnglandIP.com
291 Main St. West Newbury

New England
Intellectual Property

submitted by Liz Murphy
Boxford Community Center Board 

Member
BOXFORD  The Boxford Com-

munity Center is proud to partner 
with the nonprofit “Love Your Life” 
to present Meagan Schmitt’s Living 
in the Color, a groundbreaking art 
exhibit that works to change the per-
ception and stigma around substance 
use disorder. 

By reframing addiction through 
photography and personal narratives, 
a visual and emotional connection 
can be made. Creating art is an oppor-
tunity to have a conversation around 
a topic that touches nearly every indi-
vidual, family, and community in 
some capacity.   

The exhibit will be open to the 
public during all regular Community 
Center hours thru November 30th.

Boxford Community Center 
Art Exhibit

by George Pacenka
The All-Scout Paper Drive will be 

held on Saturday November 14, 2026 
from 9:00am to 12 noon behind 
the First Congregational Church of 
Rowley on Main Street. 

The Scouts will be collecting news-
papers, books, cardboard, and maga-
zines. Scouting Troop 15 will be col-

by Karen Sheridan
Chair, Boxford Recycling Committee
The Town of Boxford reminds 

residents not to dispose of hazard-

lecting $.05 redeemable bottles and 
cans. Please make the effort to deliver 
during the hours of 9-12.

Scouting America and the Girl 
Scouts of Rowley thank you very 
much for helping to keep Scouting 
active in Rowley.

The paper drives are held the second 
Saturday of odd numbered months. 

ous materials in their trash.Boxford’s 
annual Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection will be held this year on 
Saturday, November 14  at Mas-
conomet High School from 9 AM 
to 12 noon in conjunction with the 
towns of Topsfield and Middleton. 
Boxford residents are not charged 
a fee to dispose of most hazardous 

WEST NEWBURY — Fire Chief 
Michael Dwyer reports that the West 
Newbury Fire Department, with assis-
tance from numerous mutual aid part-
ners, extinguished a two-alarm fire in 
a single-family home on Main Street 
Thursday afternoon.

At approximately 1:57 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 5, the West Newbury 
Public Safety Dispatch received a 911 
call reporting a house fire at 598 Main 
St.

Upon arrival, West Newbury 
Police units reported heavy smoke 
showing from the rear of the build-
ing. First arriving firefighters from 
Newburyport began aggressively 
attacking the fire. Fire Command 
transmitted a second alarm to bring 
additional resources to the scene. 

 Crews on scene were able to quickly 
knock down the bulk of the fire, 
bringing it under control by 2:50 p.m. 

Seven people were displaced as a 
result of the fire. Crews on-scene 
helped safely remove pets from the 
home. No injuries were reported.

Mutual aid was provided at the 
scene by the Amesbury, Georgetown, 
Groveland, Newbury, Merrimac, 

If you have any questions please call 
George Pacenka at (978) 314-8690.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
Non-perishable items including dia-

pers, paper towels, toilet paper will 
also be collected at this time for the 
Rowley Food Pantry.

The next paper drive will be held on 
January 9, 2027.

products like oil-based paints, pesti-
cides, gasoline and anti-freeze.

Boxford residents can also access 
other towns hazardous waste collec-
tions for fees set by those towns. The 
Town of Boxford’s website lists details 
on those open reciprocal events as 
well as Boxford’s HHW event at box-
fordma.gov.

Newburyport, Rowley and Salisbury 
Fire Departments. Cataldo/Atlantic 
Ambulance, Rehab Five and the air 
support unit from the Seacoast Fire 
Officers Mutual Aid District out of 
East Kingston, NH also responded. 
Station coverage was provided by the 
Boxford Fire Department and the 
Haverhill Fire Department. In-town 
support was provided by the Depart-
ment of Public Works, Water Depart-
ment, Police Department, Public 
Safety Dispatch, Inspectional Services, 
and Principal Gregg Gilligan from the 
Dr. John C. Page Elementary School.

State Police assigned to the Massa-
chusetts State Fire Marshal's Office 
responded to assist with the investiga-
tion. National Grid responded to shut 
off electricity to the home.

The cause of the fire remains under 
investigation by the West Newbury 
Fire Department, the West Newbury 
Police Department and the State Fire 
Marshal's Office

"Thanks to the quick response of 
our firefighters and mutual aid part-
ners, we were able to contain the fire 
and limit the damage, potentially sav-
ing the structure," said Chief Dwyer.

Rowley All-Scout Paper/Bottle Drive Saturday

Boxford Hazardous Waste Collection Sat.

West Newbury Fire on Main St.
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PENTUCKET WINS 
MATH TOURNAMENT

submitted by
Matthew Coogan

Town Administrator/ CPO
Town of Boxford

BOXFORD  The Town of Box-
ford’s Community Preservation Com-
mittee (CPC) is now accepting applica-
tions for Community Preservation Act 
(CPA) funding. Applications are due 
November 20, 2026, for projects seek-
ing funding at the May 2027 Annual 
Town Meeting.

CPA funds support projects in four 
categories: open space, historic preser-
vation, outdoor recreation, and com-
munity housing. Eligible uses include 
protecting conservation and agricultural 
land, preserving historic buildings and 
resources, creating or improving parks, 
trails, playgrounds and athletic fields, 
and supporting housing for low- and 
moderate-income households. Specific 
eligibility requirements apply to each 
category.

“CPA funding gives Boxford an 
opportunity to invest in the places and 
resources that make our community 
special,” said Samantha Mento, Plan-
ning Agent and staff support for the 
Community Preservation Committee. 
“We encourage anyone with a poten-
tial project to reach out early. We can 
help applicants understand the eligibil-
ity requirements and prepare a proposal 
for the committee’s consideration.”

CPA investments have helped pre-
serve Boxford’s history, protect its land-
scape and expand recreational oppor-
tunities. Examples include historic 
preservation work at the Cummings 
House at the Center at 10 Elm; the 
creation of the Boxford Common ath-
letic complex and various field improve-
ments; the preservation of the Dor-
man Property, known as “Reddington 
Woods” and Barker Family Farm; and 

the new Johnson Playground. 
Applicants should describe their proj-

ect’s goals, community need and 
support, proposed schedule, budget 
and other potential funding sources. 
Proposals should also explain how 
any ongoing maintenance will be 
funded. CPA funds cannot be used 
for routine maintenance, the pur-
chase of artificial turf, or to replace 
existing operating funds.

Applicants will present their pro-
posals at the CPC meeting on 
December 8, 2026, at 7:30 p.m. 
via Zoom. The meeting agenda and 
Zoom information will be posted 
on the Town website calendar. Proj-
ects recommended by the CPC will 
move forward for consideration by 
Town Meeting.

Completed applications should 
be submitted to the Boxford Com-
munity Preservation Commit-
tee, Boxford Town Hall, 7A Spof-
ford Road, Boxford, MA 01921. 
To obtain an application or discuss 
whether a project may qualify, con-
tact Samantha Mento at smento@
boxfordma.gov. Additional infor-
mation about eligible uses is avail-
able at www.communitypreserva 
tion.org.   �

Boxford Seeks Applications for 
Community Preservation Act

West Newbury
 Who Will Be Next Town Manager?

Time for Winter Golf

NEWBURY – With the shorts and 
flip flop weather last week, winter 
may seem a long way off, but hearty 
New England golfers know better. It is 
time to sign up for winter competitive 
leagues at the Newbury Golf Center.

Last year, 160 players competed in 
its winter leagues, using the center’s 20 
covered and heated bays using "Ball 
Flight" all winter to keep their game 
sharp. 

“This season we have partnered with 
Golf Genius software to offer real-time 
scoring and live leaderboards for the 
entire 12 weeks of our leagues,” said 
professional instructor Eric Sorensen. 

The leagues start Nov. 27 and run 
for 12 weeks. It offers an individual 
handicap league and a two-person 
non-handicap league for the casual 
golfer looking to get more comfort-
able on the golf course. All our leagues 
are “floating leagues,” which means 
players have a seven-day window to 
play their round for the week. If play-
ers miss a week, they can make it up.

Playing 18 holes takes an hour.
TopTracer, the leader in range tech-

nology, offers more than 25 different 
golf courses to play. Its technology 
tracks the flight of the ball. 

Beginner/intermediate leagues are 
designed for players with no handi-
cap or a handicap higher than 30. The 

handicap leagues are designed for play-
ers with a USGA handicap under 36.

The season costs $100 per person, 
plus the cost of the balls each week. 
Winners will receive prizes for each 
league.

Register at www.newburygolfcenter.
com/toptracer-range. �

LIMITED TIME

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/3/26 and subject to change. A minimum balance of $10,000 is required 
to open and obtain the annual percentage yield (APY) for our non-IRA CD Special, and for our IRA CD Special the minimum 
balance is $2,000. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals from Certificates of Deposit (CDs). Maximum deposit amount 
is $500,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Personal accounts only. Salem Five Bank is a Member of the FDIC.

Rake in more from your savings without breaking a sweat—
or firing up the leaf blower. 

Visit any Salem Five branch or salemfive.com/fall to get started.

Fall into a great rate with one of our special 
CDs or IRA CDs for a limited time!

9-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.25%

APY*

12-, 15-, 18-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.50%

APY*

WEST NEWBURY – The SelectBoard with only two members, instead 
of the usual three, will begin Thursday to interview candidates for the town’s 
next Manager. 

The SelectBoard plans to announce this week the candidates who made the 
list to be interviewed.

Chair Wendy Reed and member Barry Fogel decided last week not to call a 
special election to fill the vacancy created when Chris Wile resigned as a select-
man last week. There was no funds in the budget for a special election, which 
would cost $6,700 plus the expense of town employees to support the spe-
cial election.  

“As we did not anticipate this cost during the budgeting process, it is not 
available in any approved budget line. Another factor in this decision was the 
intensive staff effort required to bring a new Select Board member up to speed 
at the same time we are transitioning to a new Town Manager,” the board said 
in a statement. 

Reed and Fogel said they are confident they can fulfill the duties of the Select 
Board, as well as support the Town Manager transition. Should 200 registered 
voters disagree and submit a written petition, the town is required under state 
law to hold a special election. 

This request for a special election would have to be received by the Select 
Board more than 100 days before the next scheduled election in May.

Wile, who served 30 years on the SelectBoard, the Planning Board, the 
School Committee and the Whittier Tech Regional Agreement Advisory 
Committee, announced his resignation, saying “I have realized that there are 
other adventures and opportunities that I need to address so I have made the 
very difficult decision to step away from town government.” 

It was the second member of the SelectBoard to resign this year. Ross Cap-
olupo resigned last spring, and his vacancy was filled at the annual town elec-
tion held on May 4, when Fogel was elected.  �

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

dent answers four questions in each 
of three individual rounds, for a maxi-
mum of 18 points, and then the team 
works together on a team round. 
Schools are grouped into divisions 
of similar strength. Full results are at 
www.imlem.org. Questions from past 
meets are at www.matharchive.org/
imlem/.

REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers! $24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com
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BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19th, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the 
Request for Determination of Applicability by applicant The Willows at Boxford 
for the property located at: 38 Ingalls Village Way, Map 6, Block 2, Lot 2.18, for 
Invasive species management within 100-ft of Bordering Vegetated Wetlands.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Director of Conservation                                                        11/11

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19th, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the 
Request for Determination of Applicability by applicant Sweet Paws Rescue Inc 

for the property located at: 283 Main Street, Map 23, Block 1, Lot 12.4, for 
Site improvements within 100-ft of Bordering Vegetated Wetland. Demolition of 
existing building. 

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Director of Conservation                                                        11/11

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Notice 
of Intent by applicant Joseph Massaro for the property located at: 120 High Ridge 
Road (Map 24, Sheet 4, Lot 9.26), for proposed Garage addition and driveway 
extension within 100-ft of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view pplication materials, email wkoneval@boxfordma.gov or call (978) 887-6000, 
ext. 506 or visit the Conservation Office at Boxford Town Hall during office hours 
M-Th 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Director of Conservation                                                        11/11

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Notice 
of Intent by applicant Boxford Athletic Association, Inc (BAA) for the property 
located at: Koster Field, Stiles Pond Road (Assessor’s Map 17, Block 2, Lot 27.1), 
for proposed regrading, replacement of fencing and irrigation and construction of a 
gravel warning track and bleachers for an existing baseball field.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, email wkoneval@boxfordma.gov or call (978) 887-6000, 
ext. 506 or visit the Conservation Office at Boxford Town Hall during office hours 
M-Th 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Director of Conservation                                                        11/11

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on November 19, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Notice 
of Intent by applicant Joseph Massaro for the property located at 120 High Ridge 
Road (Map 24, Sheet 4, Lot 9.26) for proposed Garage addition and driveway 
extension within 100-ft of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, email wkoneval@boxfordma.gov or call (978) 887-6000, 
ext. 506 or visit the Conservation Office at Boxford Town Hall during office hours 
M-Th 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  

For the Commission,
Will Koneval, Director of Conservation                                                        11/11

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles November 19, 2026 on the website http://
sta.ibidsmart.com. The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after November 19, 2026 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1.  2010 Toyota Prius VIN JTDKN3DU9A0029765
2.  2005 Acura TSX VIN JH4CL96845C030807
3.  2011 Chevrolet Silverado VIN 1GCRCPEX6BZ272225
4.  2006 Scion xB VIN JTLKT334664119287
5.  2006 Lexus IS 250 VIN JTHCK262065000781
6.  2010 Honda Odyssey VIN 5FNRL3H6XAB030182
7.  2010 Dodge Grand Caravan VIN 2D4RN4DE3AR365255
8.  2010 Subaru Forester VIN JF2SH6CC2AH794000
9.  2010 Kia Soul VIN KNDJT2A29A7028735
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                           10/28, 11/4, 11/11

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after December 3, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2013 Ford Explorer VIN 1FM5K8D81DGB14709
2009 GMC Canyon VIN 1GTDT13E298152673
2007 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFA16527H503729
2022 Honda CRV VIN 2HKRW2H83NH215524
2010 Nissan Altima VIN 1N4AL2AP1AN566021
2009 Nissan Rogue VIN JN8AS58V29W442644
2010 Toyota Camry VIN 4T4BF3EKXAR002773
2009 Subaru Forester VIN JF2SH63689H783797
2007 Volvo V50 VIN YV1MJ682772312087
2013 Hyundai Sonata VIN 5NPEB4AC4DH648949
2013 Chevrolet Equinox VIN 1GNFLEEK1DZ105566

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                      11/11, (11/18), (11/25)

Continued from page 1
GEORGETOWN
Town Administrator Orlando Pacheco 
chose a design firm for the rec. area, 
and signed an $8,500 contract with 
them. 

Unfortunately, the contract Pacheco 
signed was unfunded by the Bussing 
money at that time (the Town did not 
sign a contract with Bussing for Bus-
sing’s donation until three months 
later, and did not set up the dona-
tion account until seven months later), 
so when the town received their first 
engineering bill dated February 11, 
2026, the firm had to wait. The bill sat 
unpaid until September. 

It was later learned that the con-
tract was open-ended (allowing addi-
tional billing for time and expense), 
signed only by the town administra-
tor, and allowed the engineering firm's 
billing to double the stated amount: 
The firm's first invoice was in excess 
of $10,000, and ended up costing 
$17,090 when it was paid in Septem-
ber. While plans for court type and 
locations shifted over time, the num-
ber was "surprising" to the parties 
involved for design work, not actual 
engineering work.

Despite all that, Mr. Bussing is look-
ing forward to the eventual construc-
tion of three tennis courts at  the  Bus-
sing Recreation Center off East Main 
Street and a stand-alone pickle ball 
court. It was the proposal of those three 
courts which led to last week's discus-
sion by the Park & Rec. Commission 
to re-purpose the old two tennis courts 
at American Legion Park (ALP).

"Mr. Bussing is giving an oppor-
tunity here to reconfigure the offer-
ings down there," Chair Mike Dona-
hue said, “as we look forward, now is 
the time to consider the possibilities at 
ALP.”

In place of the old courts, long-term 
member Dave Schauer said the base-
ball area and batting cages could be 
re-addressed and reconfigured. Alter-
natively, he spoke about the possibility 
of placing a dirt bike area there, similar 
to the one on Rte. 97 in Topsfield. "It's 
low maintenance, and the kids love it. 
Just drive down there and you see the 
moms sitting on the picnic tables and 
the kids having a great time" Schauer 
said.

Fellow board member John Dun-
levy discussed the pros and cons of the 
reconfiguration of the tennis courts, 
and expressed his excitement at the 
possibilities for the town in converting 
the courts to other uses.

NEW YEAR'S EVE BONFIRE
Fire Chief Matt McKay was on 

hand to discuss the Park and Rec.'s 
upcoming bonfire. Donahue, said that 
they have “set the "ignition time for 
between 4:30- and 5:00 p.m. on New 
Year's Eve” for this third annual event 
which will be held at the Bussing Rec-
reation Center. The board discussed 
pre and post bonfire prep and cleanup 
activities. 

The need for clean dry wood was 
discussed, and wood donations will be 
sought. Former selectman Alan Aulson 
was at the meeting and offered a tre-
mendous amount of nearly tree-length 
pine cutoffs from his farm, which was 
enthusiastically received by the com-
mission.

STOCKING OF THE POND
At Aulson's request, the commis-

sion discussed the stocking of the old 
quarry ponds adjacent to the Bussing 
Recreational Area. 

Chief McKay who was there for the 
bonfire discussion, weighed in by shar-
ing that he grew up in the area, and 
there was always great fishing there. He 
said they stopped stocking the pond 
perhaps 15 or so years ago. He didn't 
know why. The Massachusetts Divi-
sion of Fisheries and Wildlife stocks 
more than 450 lakes, ponds, and riv-
ers across more than 260 towns with 
more than 400,000 trout each spring, 
and approximately 70,000 each fall. 
They  just stocked Stiles Pond in Box-
ford on Sept. 28, and Baldpate Pond 
on Oct. 13, according to 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/
trout-stocking-report.

"I think it’s another great resource in 
this town that we can look into reviv-
ing, and with ready access, it will be a 
great place for kids and their parents 
to go and fish like they used to so long 

ago," Aulson said.
The commission agreed and gave 

their unanimous support to Aulson to 
pursue stocking of the ponds. "We're 
very thankful as a commission to 
Mr. Aulson for his efforts to improve 
the parks and recreation areas,” chair 
Donahue shared.

ROWLEY LANDING
Former Selectman Gary Fowler 

asked for the status of the use of the 
Rowley Landing boat launch area by 
Georgetown residents, a right which 
former commission chairman Jim 
Dimento has vigorously pursued for 
years. Georgetown finally reached 
agreement for residents to launch their 
boats from the area, but have been 
denied the right to park their vehicles.

The commission discussed the mat-
ter and stated that they are continu-
ing the fight to ensure fair use of the 
area, as it was tradition and enshrined 
in legal proceedings long ago. 

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town

Steven Rodgers Bradford Conte-Giamberardino Funeral 
Home Georgetown

Ann Gaeta Morando Peabody  Conway Cahill-Brodeur 
Funeral Home PeabodySusan M. Picanso Peabody  

Arthur Pavlo Peabody   
Refael Alberto Sanchez 
Paulino Haverhill  Driscoll Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services Haverhill
Kenneth VanCoppenolle Merrimac  
Charles Pina, Jr. Newburyport Kevin B. Comeau Funeral 

Home HaverhillMary Anita Shirley 
(Ouellette) Cordeiro Merrimac  

Beverly A. (Horton) Jean Ipswich  Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 

Donna E. (Riley) Wilkins Middleton  O’Donnell Cremations-
Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 

George M. Caparella West Newbury  Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family 
Funeral Homes Newburyport

Death Notices, Obituaries, Celebrations of Life Announcements
We print death notices for free and request funeral homes send to us 

weekly. We ask $120 per obituary to offset our distribution costs.
editor@TheTownCommon.com

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16 Sylvan St. Danvers, MA 01923

Cash, Check, or
Venmo only

Swedish Yule Fair
(Traditional Jul Marknad)

Saturday November 21, 2026 • 9am-2pm • Free Admission & Parking

Lunch starting at 10:30am
Traditional open-face sandwiches: Räksmörgäs (shrimp
sandwich)-Köttbullar (meatball)-Sillmacka (herring)

Lucia procession at 12pm
Scandinavian & American holiday music played all day

Holiday Shopping - All Day
Swedish coffee & coffee bread, Glögg (Christmas punch)
& pepparkakor (Swedish ginger snaps) served all day.

Assortment of Gifts, Handcrafts, Imported Linens,
Ornaments, Jewelry, Cards, Wrapping Paper, Candles,

Candle Holders & Rings, Dala Horses, Straw Goats,
Jul Tomtes (gnomes) and more.

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16

yy
Sylvan St. Danvers, MA 01923y

Swedish Yule Fair
(Traditional Jul Marknad)

Saturday November 21, 2026 • 9am-2pm • Free Admiss

Lunch starting at 10:30am
Traditional open-faff ce sandwiches: Räksmörgäs (shrimp
sandwich)-Köttbullar (meatball)-Sillmacka (herring)

Lucia procession at 12pm
Scandinavian & American holiday music played all day

Holiday Shopping - All Day
Swedish coffff eff e & coffff eff e bread, Glögg (Christmas punch)
& pepparkakor (Swedish ginger snaps) served all day.

Assortment of Giftff s, Handcraftff s, Imported Linens,
Ornaments, Jewelry, Cards, Wrapping Paper, Candles,

Candle Holders & Rings, Dala Horses, Straw Goats,
Jul Tomtes (gnomes) and more.

ion & Parkingsion & Parking

Cash, Check, or
Venmo only

Cash Check or

Continued from page 1
ROWLEY LIBRARY GIFT BASKETS

include fun items related to a specific theme – maybe the items to start a new 
hobby or fun items from your company! Winter cozy wear, book series you 
love, Ghost hunting kits! Who knows, the possibilities are endless. Because 
the baskets will be on display for 4 weeks, we cannot accept donations of alco-
hol, tobacco or perishable items. Businesses, individuals and families alike are 
encouraged to put together a basket to donate.

 Gift Card Tree Donations
If you are unable to donate a complete basket, please consider donating a 

gift card for the gift tree! Always a huge hit and who doesn't love a tree filled 
with gift cards! Every donation helps support the Friends of the Rowley Pub-
lic Library.

All baskets will be on display (along with your organization’s or individual 
or families name) at the Rowley Public Library, From Nov. 14th to Dec. 19th 
the day of the raffle itself.

Baskets are due at the Rowley Public Library by November 11th.
Raffle tickets will be sold at the library starting November 14th. The draw-

ing will be on December 19th at 12pm at the Rowley Public Library.
Interested in donating? Please message or call 978-500-2455 or email at 

baskets@rowleylibrary.org for more information.
All money raised will go to fund programs at the Rowley Library like the 

Summer Reading Program, Rowley Reads, kids’ yoga, author readings, the 
monthly book club and so much more!

Raffle tickets will be available at the Main Desk
$1 each or 6 for $5 Need not be present to win!!

This annual fundraiser for The Salvation Army of Newburyport brings together community members, leaders, and 
partners. Tickets are $55 each, or reserve a table for $350 (7 people).

Special guests: Michelle Miakos, President & CEO, 8 Waves Creative and Immediate Past President-Business 
Network International and Tom Farrell, Owner, Farrell Insurance Agency and Current President, Business Network 
International

Join us for break-
fast.  Your support 
helps provide food, 
clothing, holiday 
assistance, youth 
programs, summer 
camp, and services 
for veterans and 
seniors.

Location:
Newburyport 

Senior  Com-
munity Center, 
331 High Street, 
Newburyport, MA 
01915
salvationarmyma.
org/newburyport

Rowley Trk+A-P 
Wants junk cars or trucks

ANY condition. Must have title. 
Please call 978-948-5400 or 352-212-6804 
No Computers! Call & Leave A Voice Message.

Rowley, Ipswich, & Newbury area only

WANTED

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!  
Reach the Region

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Winter is coming.
Ice scrapers, salt, baking goods... 

Stock up today!

F U N D R A I S E R



Page 6                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                        November 11 - November 17, 2026

Support local 
journalism.
Join the Publisher's 
Club. 
Your gift keeps us 
alive to deliver truly 
local news.
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper FOR SALE

Antique Stove
Wood and/or Coal Burning 

Parlor Stove
Glenwood No 16

$100 or BO
Pick up in Groveland

508 982 0635

Also: Nightingale Stove Co "Vista" 
with blower $200.00 or best offer:

And: Suburban Automatic Wood 
Heater" $50.00 or best offer

Pick up in Groveland
508 982 0635

CARPENTRY,  PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS

Everyone Reads Classified Ads 
4 WEEKS FOR $30!   

advertise@thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

PUZZLE ANSWERS

COMMISSIONED 
ADVERTISING

ACCOUNT MANAGERS
Seeking energetic commissioned sales 

representatives to grow this publication. 
The sky is the limit. 

Perfect job for a retired salesperson.
The Town Common seeks advertising accounts managers to meet 

the needs of our advertisers who seek to grow their businesses. You 
work where you want, when you want, how you want. Start by 
dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks and build up your 
income with each well-paid commissioned sale. You earn with 
each new ad campaign or sponsorship and continue to earn residu-
als with each renewal you manage. Your income continues to grow 
uncapped. Of course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! 
The more accounts you manage, the more you earn!  

Call me: Lonnie Brennan - Nights after 6:00 p.m., weekends any 
time:  978-609-4183.

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership

advertise@thetowncommon.com

HELP WANTED

AUTO FOR SALE

1998 Buick LeSabre Presidential 
80K. No winters. New tires & brake 
lines. Body/Interior/Motor GREAT.
$2,900 as is. Needs front bushing.

(978) 374-9414

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH
ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE
TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 
Trailer Repair

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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Northeast Massachusetts Emergency Alerts:
SUNDAY, 11/8/2026 - NEWBURY HAS A BODY RECOVERY IN THE 

FIELD OF TENDERCROP/COLBY FARM, 1 PATIENT CONFIRMED 
NON-VIABLE ON SCENE, CRIME SCENE ESTABLISHED FOR INVES-
TIGATION, BELIEVED TO BE UNRELATED TO THE EARLIER INCI-
DENT IN ROWLEY — C1,55 NE28  (posted on Facebook)

SUNDAY, 11/8/2026 ROWLEY HAS A WATER RECOVERY ON THE 
MILL RIVER IN THE AREA OF 60 RED GATE RD, PARTY LOCATED IN 
THE WATER ABOUT 5’ FROM SHORE, CONFIRMED TO BE NONVI-
ABLE, UNITS REMAINING ON SCENE FOR ADDITIONAL PD ASSETS 
AND REMOVAL FROM WATER — C1, NE32 (posted on Facebook)

By Rocks Village Memorial 
Association

The nonprofit Rocks Village Memo-
rial Association is hosting its annual 
holiday wreath decorating event at the 
Hand Tub House in Rocks Village on 
Saturday, November 21.

Essex County Greenbelt, West 
Newbury Wild Native, and the 
West Newbury Agricultural Com-
mittee invite you to join us for a 
free webinar on Wednesday evening, 
November 11th, from 7:30-9:00 PM 
EST. 

Please RSVP at https://tinyurl.
com/westnewburygoatsandsheep, 
and we will email you a link to the 
webinar.

The webinar will explore how sheep 

Join others to create your own per-
sonal holiday wreath.  Participants 
will receive a 24" double sided Bal-
sam wreath, handmade fabric bow of 
their choice, an assortment of natural 
flora and holiday decorations. Time 
options for the event are from 10:00 

and goats can support regenerative 
farming and conservation by improv-
ing soil health, controlling invasive 
plants, increasing soil carbon storage, 
and supporting wildlife. 

Keegan Delurey will explain how 
carefully managed rotational grazing 
recycles nutrients, encourages root 
growth, and improves nesting habitat 
for grassland-nesting birds. He will 
also demonstrate how livestock can 
be used to manage unwanted vegeta-

am to noon or 1:00 - 3:00 pm.  Light 
refreshments will be served.  The cost 
is $60.00 and requires advance regis-
tration.  Proceeds benefit the ongoing 
preservation of the historic site, located 
at 1 River Rd in Haverhill. Visit rocks-
village.org for more information.

tion, reduce invasive plants, and cre-
ate opportunities to reestablish native 
grasses and wildflowers as part of a 
broader habitat restoration plan.

 Delurey spent four years as a shep-
herd practicing regenerative grazing 
in Vermont, worked closely with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser-
vices (NRCS), and now helps lead 
Mass Audubon's salt marsh resto-
ration work at Parker River National 
Wildlife Refuge.

NEWBURYPORT  Volunteers 
are preparing to collect Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox gifts during 
National Collection Week, Nov. 16 – 
23. Nearly 5,000 drop-off locations 
will open across the country in Novem-
ber, and shoebox packers can bring 
their packed shoebox gifts to their near-
est location.

Since 1993, Operation Christmas 
Child has been collecting and deliv-
ering gift-filled shoeboxes to children 
including many who are suffering 
from war, poverty, disease and disas-
ter. Operation Christmas Child hopes 
to reach 12.8 million children in 2026 
with the hope of Jesus.

Shoebox packing is fun for individu-
als, families and groups! Find a step-by-
step guide on the How to Pack a Shoe-
box webpage (www.samaritanspurse.
org/operation-christmas-child/pack-
a-shoe-box). The project partners 
with local churches across the globe 

to deliver these tangible expressions of 
God's love to children in need. Partici-
pants can donate $10 per shoebox gift 
online through “Follow Your Box” and 
receive a tracking label to discover its 
destination.

“Shoebox gifts may seem simple, but 
they have an eternal impact. Each box 
is an opportunity to tell a boy or girl in 
need about the true meaning of Christ-
mas,” said Franklin Graham, presi-
dent of Samaritan's Purse. “I've deliv-
ered these boxes around the world, and 
I never get tired of seeing the joy that 
they bring—even in the midst of disas-
ters, war, and poverty.”

Participants can drop off their boxes 
at Hope Community Church at the 
designated times or they can find 
another drop off center and hours by 
visiting www.samaritanspurse.org/
operation-christmas-child/drop-off-lo-
cations. The online lookup tool is 
searchable by City or ZIP code. Signs 

at each location will identify the drop-
off.

Hope Community Church
11 Hale Street
Newburyport, MA 01950
978-463-4673
Curbside Drop-off Available
Mon, Nov 16, 1:30-3:30pm
Tues, Nov 17, 1:30-3:30pm
Wed, Nov 18, 1:30-3:30pm
Thurs, Nov 19, 1:30-3:30pm
Fri, Nov 20, 5:30-7:30pm
Sat, Nov 21, 9am-12noon
Sun, Nov 22, 12:30-2:30pm
Mon, Nov 23, 9am-11:30am
Operation Christmas Child, a project 

of Samaritan's Purse, seeks to demon-
strate God's love in a tangible way to 
children in need around the world and, 
together with the local church world-
wide, to share the Good News of Jesus 
Christ. Since 1993, Operation Christ-
mas Child has collected and delivered 
more than 244 million gift-filled shoe-
boxes to children in more than 175 
countries and territories.

For more information about Oper-
ation Christmas Child visit: www.
samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child. �

Newburyport Operation Christmas Child

Haverhill Holiday Wreath Decorating Event

West Newbury Free Webinar: Regenerative Grazing
Wednesday, November 11, 2026    7:30 PM – 9 PM

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA


