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Georgetown Parks and Recreation Commission Thanks 
Eagle Scout Bryan Benoit for Pavilion Roof and  

Dock Projects at American Legion Park

North Andover Watts Donates Jet Ski 
for Merrimack River Cleanup

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

GEORGETOWN, Mass. — The 
Georgetown Parks and Recreation 
Commission thanks Bryan Benoit of 
Boy Scout Troop 50 for completing 
his Eagle Scout project at American 
Legion Park and for giving the Com-
mission the opportunity to sponsor 
the work.

Benoit, a Georgetown High School 

NORTH ANDOVER, Mass. – As 
part of their continued partnership, 
Watts donated the funds for the pur-
chase of a jet ski to the Clean River 
Project to help provide the nonprofit 
with a more efficient way to survey the 
Merrimack River, monitor cleanup 
areas, and locate debris beneath the 
water’s surface.

The Clean River Project based in 
Methuen, Massachusetts works to pro-
tect the Merrimack River by removing 

student and Life Scout working 
toward the rank of Eagle, planned and 
led two public improvements at the 
park. In June, he and fellow Scouts 
assembled and installed new floating 
docks on Pentucket Pond. On Satur-
day, September 19, they replaced the 
deteriorated roof on the picnic pavil-
ion next to the playground. Benoit 

illegally dumped materials, includ-
ing tires, mattresses, hazardous objects 
and vehicles. According to Clean River 
Project President Rocky Morrison, the 
organization has operated for 23 years, 
typically removes approximately 100 
tons of debris annually, and has recov-
ered 87 vehicles from the river.

The new jet ski will allow the orga-
nization to travel quickly along shore-
lines, inspect its containment booms 

raised the funds for roofing materials 
so the project would not be charged to 
the town budget. Any remaining bal-
ance will be turned over to Parks and 
Recreation.

The Commission provided site 
support, including coordination with 
the Highway Department for debris 

Mauro outside his shop on West Main St., Georgetown.

Picnic Pavillion before repairs. Picnic Pavillion after repairs.

by Kay Lee 
Ogden

This week's busi-
ness spotlight shines 
on: "Nicolini's 
House of Pizza" 

  This is a series 
of local businesses 
to encourage cus-

tomers to shop local and make peo-
ple aware of their services and talents 

that we have surrounding us!!  Please 
shop local!!! 

Nicolini's House of Pizza is located 
at  21 West Main Street, Georgetown 

Phone:  978.769.5302 
Hours: Sun - Thurs: 10am - 9pm     

                Fri - Sat: 10am - 9:30 pm 
  Eat in, pick up, or have it delivered! 

(5-mile radius)  
A casual environment, with clean 

Nicolini's House of Pizza

150th 
Celebration

and Food Truck Festival

SATURDAY SEPT. 26
12 NOON to 5 PM

Waterhouse Field, Merrimac, Mass.

SATURDAY SEPT. 26

Georgetown 
Community 

Gardens
Volunteer Cleanup, 9:30 a.m.

See Page 4.
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Roots Concerts Entertain, Restore Newburyport Church
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
NEWBURYPORT, Mass. — If you 

have attended a Belleville Roots con-
cert in recent years or plan to enjoy the 
concert this month by Grammy nom-
inated guitarist and songwriter Bill 

Kirchen, know that you have helped 
the on-going campaign to restore the 
church’s historic Meetinghouse ceiling 
and preserve one of the city’s most vis-
ible landmarks.

Kirchen, who founded the band 
Commander Cody and his Lost 

Planet Airmen, appears this month 
on the cover of Vintage Guitar Mag-
azine. His high-octane concert is at 
7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 26, at Bel-
leville Church, 300 High Street.

The 600-seat Meetinghouse is 

The Belleville Meeting House under construction (Photos provided by the church)
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also much more on the menu. Some 
of the other favorites are his famous 
steak tips, chicken kabob salads, and 
his generous portions on his sand-
wiches!  And let’s not forget his beau-
tifully presented calzones, overstuffed!  
If you notice on the menu, Moe offers 
some very unique items!   

  Nicolini's also offers the best prices 
in Town to boot on many items!

  Nicolini's also offers exciting des-
serts; baklava, butter cookies (all 
authentic), as well as soft drinks and 
assortment of chips.  He has the best 
employees any owner could wish for, 
and I have become friendly with most 
of them. They always have a pleasant 
demeanor and will make every effort 
to make you feel satisfied! 

Chris, the manager, is very jovial 
and friendly. He always has a smile! 
The rest of Moe's team, Monaliza, 
Yanni, Anzo, Michelle, Tifhane, and 
Alex, are the best, and always happy 
as well!  They all work so hard, and 
enjoy each other’s company, because 
they are family, and this is the envi-
ronment Mr. Moe has created; they 
respect each other. 

********************************* 
Moe is offering first-time customers 

a $10 gift code. 

Clip this code, bring with you for 
the opportunity to experience the 
most irresistible food around! 

********************************** 
And please remember to shop local, 

and support our local businesses!!!!   ♦
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TIDE CHARTwww.USHarbors.com

Merrimack River Entrance, MA - Aug 2026

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

1 Sat 1:44 8.6 2:13 7.9 8:05 0.2 8:17 0.7 5:34 8:04

2 Sun 2:25 8.5 2:53 8.1 8:43 0.2 9:01 0.6 5:35 8:03

3 Mon 3:08 8.3 3:36 8.3 9:24 0.3 9:49 0.5 5:36 8:01

4 Tue 3:56 8.1 4:22 8.5 10:09 0.4 10:42 0.4 5:38 8:00

5 Wed 4:48 7.8 5:13 8.6 10:57 0.6 11:38 0.4 5:39 7:59

6 Thu 5:45 7.6 6:09 8.7 11:51 0.8 5:40 7:58

7 Fri 6:46 7.4 7:08 8.8 12:38 0.3 12:49 0.9 5:41 7:56

8 Sat 7:50 7.3 8:11 9.0 1:42 0.2 1:51 0.9 5:42 7:55

9 Sun 8:54 7.4 9:13 9.2 2:45 0.0 2:53 0.8 5:43 7:54

10 Mon 9:54 7.6 10:12 9.5 3:46 -0.2 3:54 0.6 5:44 7:52

11 Tue 10:51 7.9 11:08 9.6 4:43 -0.5 4:51 0.3 5:45 7:51

12 Wed 11:44 8.3 5:36 -0.7 5:46 0.0 5:46 7:49

13 Thu 12:01 9.7 12:34 8.6 6:26 -0.8 6:39 -0.2 5:47 7:48

14 Fri 12:51 9.6 1:21 8.8 7:13 -0.7 7:29 -0.3 5:48 7:47

15 Sat 1:40 9.4 2:07 8.9 7:57 -0.6 8:18 -0.2 5:49 7:45

16 Sun 2:27 9.0 2:52 8.9 8:42 -0.3 9:06 -0.1 5:50 7:44

17 Mon 3:15 8.5 3:38 8.7 9:26 0.1 9:56 0.2 5:51 7:42

18 Tue 4:04 8.0 4:26 8.5 10:13 0.6 10:48 0.5 5:53 7:41

19 Wed 4:55 7.5 5:16 8.2 11:01 1.0 11:41 0.8 5:54 7:39

20 Thu 5:48 7.1 6:09 8.0 11:53 1.4 5:55 7:37

21 Fri 6:45 6.8 7:05 7.8 12:38 1.0 12:48 1.6 5:56 7:36

22 Sat 7:44 6.6 8:02 7.8 1:37 1.1 1:45 1.8 5:57 7:34

23 Sun 8:42 6.6 8:58 7.8 2:35 1.1 2:42 1.7 5:58 7:33

24 Mon 9:35 6.7 9:49 8.0 3:30 1.0 3:34 1.6 5:59 7:31

25 Tue 10:23 7.0 10:35 8.2 4:18 0.8 4:22 1.4 6:00 7:29

26 Wed 11:06 7.2 11:18 8.4 5:01 0.6 5:07 1.1 6:01 7:28

27 Thu 11:46 7.5 11:59 8.5 5:41 0.5 5:49 0.9 6:02 7:26

28 Fri 12:25 7.9 6:19 0.3 6:30 0.6 6:03 7:24

29 Sat 12:39 8.6 1:02 8.2 6:56 0.2 7:11 0.3 6:04 7:23

30 Sun 1:19 8.6 1:41 8.5 7:33 0.1 7:52 0.1 6:06 7:21

31 Mon 2:00 8.5 2:21 8.8 8:11 0.1 8:37 0.0 6:07 7:19

Jay's Painting • Interior Specialists Jay's Painting • Interior Specialists 
36 Years Experience w/ References  36 Years Experience w/ References  

Neat,  Clean & Reliable! Neat,  Clean & Reliable! 
Local • Free Estimates Local • Free Estimates 
978-314-0140978-314-0140

www.USHarbors.com

Merrimack River Entrance, MA - Sep 2026

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

1 Tue 2:45 8.4 3:04 8.9 8:53 0.3 9:25 -0.1 6:08 7:18

2 Wed 3:33 8.1 3:53 9.0 9:39 0.4 10:18 0.0 6:09 7:16

3 Thu 4:26 7.8 4:47 8.9 10:31 0.7 11:16 0.1 6:10 7:14

4 Fri 5:25 7.5 5:46 8.8 11:28 0.9 6:11 7:13

5 Sat 6:28 7.3 6:50 8.8 12:19 0.2 12:30 1.0 6:12 7:11

6 Sun 7:34 7.3 7:56 8.8 1:24 0.2 1:36 1.0 6:13 7:09

7 Mon 8:40 7.5 9:00 9.0 2:30 0.1 2:42 0.8 6:14 7:07

8 Tue 9:40 7.8 10:00 9.1 3:31 -0.1 3:44 0.5 6:15 7:05

9 Wed 10:35 8.2 10:55 9.2 4:26 -0.3 4:41 0.2 6:16 7:04

10 Thu 11:25 8.6 11:46 9.2 5:17 -0.4 5:34 -0.1 6:17 7:02

11 Fri 12:12 8.8 6:03 -0.4 6:23 -0.3 6:18 7:00

12 Sat 12:33 9.1 12:56 9.0 6:47 -0.3 7:09 -0.3 6:19 6:58

13 Sun 1:18 8.8 1:38 9.0 7:29 -0.1 7:54 -0.3 6:21 6:57

14 Mon 2:02 8.5 2:19 8.9 8:10 0.2 8:38 -0.1 6:22 6:55

15 Tue 2:46 8.1 3:02 8.7 8:51 0.6 9:24 0.2 6:23 6:53

16 Wed 3:32 7.7 3:47 8.4 9:35 1.0 10:12 0.5 6:24 6:51

17 Thu 4:20 7.3 4:36 8.1 10:23 1.3 11:04 0.9 6:25 6:49

18 Fri 5:12 6.9 5:29 7.8 11:14 1.7 11:59 1.1 6:26 6:48

19 Sat 6:08 6.7 6:26 7.6 12:10 1.9 6:27 6:46

20 Sun 7:06 6.6 7:24 7.6 12:57 1.3 1:09 1.9 6:28 6:44

21 Mon 8:05 6.7 8:22 7.7 1:56 1.3 2:08 1.8 6:29 6:42

22 Tue 9:00 6.9 9:15 7.9 2:52 1.1 3:03 1.6 6:30 6:40

23 Wed 9:48 7.2 10:03 8.1 3:41 0.9 3:53 1.3 6:31 6:39

24 Thu 10:31 7.6 10:48 8.3 4:24 0.7 4:38 0.9 6:32 6:37

25 Fri 11:12 8.0 11:30 8.4 5:04 0.5 5:21 0.5 6:34 6:35

26 Sat 11:50 8.4 5:43 0.3 6:03 0.1 6:35 6:33

27 Sun 12:12 8.5 12:29 8.8 6:21 0.2 6:45 -0.2 6:36 6:32

28 Mon 12:54 8.6 1:09 9.1 7:01 0.2 7:29 -0.5 6:37 6:30

29 Tue 1:38 8.5 1:52 9.3 7:42 0.2 8:15 -0.6 6:38 6:28

30 Wed 2:24 8.4 2:38 9.4 8:26 0.3 9:05 -0.5 6:39 6:26

Continued from page 1
BELLEVILLE CHURCH

known for its superb acoustics and 
hosts church services, the Newbury-
portChoral Society, theater produc-
tions, organ concerts and weddings as 
well as the Roots Music Series. 

Because of the aging “horsehair” 
plaster, the church temporarily closed 
the Meetinghouse in 2024. The con-
certs were moved to the smaller Stage 
Room.

In the first step of a multi-year 
effort to preserve and maintain the 
almost 200-year-old Meetinghouse, 
construction crews are removing the 

5,750-square-feet of “compromised” 
plaster and will install a new ceiling.  

"We are eager to reopen our Meet-
inghouse and return it to full use for 
worship, concerts, and community 
events." said pastor Ross Varney, "We 
hope to have a grand re-opening in 
time for Christmas services."

The total project cost is estimated at 
$430,000. 

Like other Newburyport churches, 
the city’s Community Preservation 
Funds contributed $91,211.  To raise 
the additional fund the church created 
a Gofundme page at https://gofund.
me/f9db9f7d6. Donations can also be 
mailed directly to the church. 

Kirchen’s trademark song, Hot Rod 
Lincoln, hit the Top Ten in 1972. 
Kirchen calls his sound “dieselbilly,” 
drawing on his fondness for country’s 
big rig truck-driving songs and the 
Bakersfield Sound.

His latest recording Cat out of the 
Bag was released May 22 on Last Music 
Company. For more on Kirchen, visit 
https://billkirchen.com. 

With a mission of “Building Com-
munity Through Music,” the Roots 
concert series was launched in the 
spring 2011, bringing internationally 
acclaimed performers to Newburyport. 
Its second mission strived to use the 
concerts to raise money to help restore 
the historic building. 

Its steering committee includes Joe 
Carper, Donna Wilson Irwin and Ken 
Irwin, Shana Kelley, Kathleen Miller, 
Patsy Nelson, Kathy Rand and Varney. 

To learn more and help with the ceil-
ing restoration project, please contact 
Belleville Meetinghouse fundraising 
via email at office@belleville-church.
org or visit www.Bellevillechurch.
org.♦

Continued from page 1
NICOLINI HOUSE OF PIZZZA

inside dining! 
Gift certificates are available, as 

well as catering! (The best ever!): 
nicolinihouseofpizza.com. Order 
online! 

Owner: Mauro Nicolini 
Mauro opened his restaurant over 

eight years ago, Aug. 18th, 2018, and 
it has been a local favorite in the sur-
rounding communities ever since. 
He always wanted to own his own 
restaurant, and after years working 
extremely hard for other restaurants, 
his dream came true.  Mauro worked 
for Steve’s House of Pizza in Haver-
hill for 12 years, as well as the Pizza 
Factory, where his location is now.  
Mauro studied and absorbed all he 
could from his prior employers and 
applied what he learned to his own 
creative recipes, which has made him 
extremely successful! 

 Mauro is married to his lovely wife 
Michele, and has two children, Mila, 
age 9, and Murilo, age 13, and reside 
in Haverhill. His heritage is from 
a large Italian and Brazilian family.  
They have passed down to Mauro, 
authentic, and traditional recipes! 

He believes he would not sell food 
that he would not eat himself!  He pur-
chases only the best, top-of-the-line 
food from U.S. companies, includ-
ing Performance Food Co., located in 
Taunton, Mass., US Food Performers 
of Seabrook, N.H., and Colony Foods 
of Lawrence.

The Ogden family feels that this is 
the best restaurant around, with top 
quality food, always fresh and crisp!  
One of our favorites from Nicolini’s 
is their grilled chicken broccoli with 
alfredo sauce, and ziti! 

Generous portions, home-made, 
and extremely satisfying!  You feel as 
though you just dined out at a gour-
met restaurant!  Their salads are 
always so fresh and crisp, you can hear 
the crunch!!  Moe’s pizza is freshly 
made dough, with savory tomato 
sauce, with golden crust, and bub-
bling melted cheese, baked to per-
fection!  You can add many of your 
favorite toppings or what he's created!  
One of the favorites is Moe’s “Sweet 
Pizza", with his own handmade sweet 
sauce, and a special blend of cheese! 
(This is making me hungry!) There is 

Mauro, Alex, Chris, Yanni, and Tiphane pose for a group photo at Nicolini House of Pizza in Georgetown, Mass.
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serve,” said Kenneth Lepage, General 
Counsel, Chief Sustainability Officer 
& Secretary at Watts. “The Merrimack 
River is an important resource for our 
region, and we are honored to support 
Clean River Project’s efforts to protect 
and preserve it. This jet ski will help 
their team reach more areas of the river 
and continue their important work."

In addition to cleanup work, Clean 
River Project provides educational 
opportunities that teach students 
about recycling, the river’s ecosys-
tem and the importance of protecting 
a waterway that serves surrounding 
communities. The organization also 
conducts school outreach and brings 
students onto the river as part of its 
educational programming.

“We are grateful to everyone at 
Watts who have participated in clean-
ups and helped make this donation 
possible,” said Morrison. “The part-
nership means a great deal to me and 
my team.”

Learn more about the Clean 
River Project by visiting www.clean 
riverproject.org.  ♦
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RIVER CLEANUP

EAGLE SCOUT 

and reach shallow areas that are dif-
ficult to access with larger boats. Its 

smaller size will also enable a lim-
ited crew to transport and launch the 
equipment with one truck, helping the 
team survey larger sections of the river 
more efficiently.

“This jet ski will help us reach spots 
we can’t access with a big boat,” said 
Clean River Project President Rocky 
Morrison. “A small team can launch 
it, survey a large area of the waterway 
and get a better understanding of what 
needs to be addressed.”

The jet ski is equipped with side-
scan sonar donated by Raymarine 
which will help Clean River Proj-
ect examine the riverbed and pin-
point vehicles, tires, and other unusual 
objects that may require further inves-
tigation by its dive team.

“The support we receive from Watts 
makes a real difference,” said Morri-
son. “Their employees and continued 
partnership help us carry out our mis-
sion and make a positive change along 
the Merrimack River.”

"Water stewardship extends beyond 
the products we manufacture to the 
communities and ecosystems we 

The Merrimack River Watershed 
Council (MRWC) is creating a new, 
full-time Lead Scientist position ded-
icated to designing and leading two 
major, multi-phase investigations: one 
in Newburyport Harbor, and one in 
the Lawrence Dam Impoundment. 
These locations see some of the heavi-
est recreational use anywhere on the 
Merrimack — and both carry a legacy 
of industrial and wastewater pollution 
that continues to shape water quality 
today.

For the past two years, MRWC's vol-
unteer-powered monitoring network 
has detected unexplained spikes in fecal 
bacteria in these two areas, in both wet 
and dry weather. The new Lead Sci-
entist will lead the investigations and 
design flexible, iterative plans for these 
complex testing environments. Work-
ing side-by-side with MRWC's existing 

water quality team and community sci-
entist volunteers, these investigations 
will allow river communities to turn 
information into action. The organiza-
tion has secured funding from both the 
state and from foundation partners to 
make this work possible.

"These are two of the places where 
the most people come into contact 
with this river — swimming, boat-
ing, fishing. Our data has shown there 
is cause for concern. This role means 
we finally have the dedicated capac-
ity to find out what, and to work with 
the communities and agencies who can 
help fix it," said Curt Rogers, Executive 
Director of MRWC.

Beyond the investigations, the Lead 
Scientist will supervise MRWC's Water 
Quality Program Manager and a grow-
ing team, as well as oversee the orga-
nization's baseline and hotspot moni-

toring on the Merrimack's main stem. 
They will also lead engagement with 
municipalities, water treatment facil-
ities, and environmental justice com-
munities throughout the 5,000-square-
mile watershed.

The position reflects MRWC's 
broader strategy of turning years of 
volunteer-collected data into targeted, 
long-term scientific investigations 
rather than one-off sampling.

"Every one of our water quality tests, 
every staff and volunteer hour, every 
data point — it's what allows us to 
execute our mission to improve and 
protect the watershed for everyone," 
explains Rogers. "This role will allow 
us to expand our impact dramatically."

MRWC is now accepting applica-
tions for the Lead Scientist position. 
Full details and how to apply are avail-
able at merrimack.org/employment. ♦

HELP WANTED: Scientist Sought to Investigate
Merrimack River's Unexplained Spikes in Fecal Bacteria

removal, and served as the project’s 
municipal sponsor and beneficiary.

“Bryan showed real leadership from 
the first meeting through the last shin-
gle,” said Mike Donahue, chair of 
the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion. “He fundraised, organized vol-
unteers, worked around the weather, 
and left the park better than he found 
it. On behalf of every member of the 
Commission, we are grateful he chose 
American Legion Park and allowed us 
to stand behind this project.”

Eagle Scout is the highest rank in 
Scouts BSA. To earn it, a Scout must 
design a service project that meets a 
community need, secure the resources 
to complete it, and lead others in car-
rying it out. Scouting builds leader-
ship, planning skills, and citizenship 
by putting young people to work on 
parks, trails, schools, and other public 
places. Projects like Benoit’s are how 
those lessons become lasting improve-
ments for the whole town. The Com-
mission also thanks Benoit’s family, 
Troop 50, the Highway Department, 
and the residents and businesses who 
donated time or materials.

The Georgetown Parks and Recreation 
Commission oversees town parks and 
recreation facilities, including Amer-
ican Legion Park on Pentucket Pond.  
Current members are Michael  
Donahue, chair; John Dunlevy; Allison 
Philbrook; and David Schauer.
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GEORGETOWN, Mass. — The 
Aulson family invites volunteers, gar-
deners, town officials, and "any inter-
ested individuals" to join in this Sat-
urday, Sept. 26 at 9:30 a.m. to kickoff  
the process to restore the Community 
Gardens to their former splendor.

More than a decade-and-a-half ago, 
the gardens were full of active garden-
ers from Georgetown, Groveland, and 
neighboring towns. Under the watch-
ful eye and patient guidance of vol-
unteer garden steward Bob Means, 
the plots were assigned each year, and 
monitored for use. Back then, for a 
donation of $10 to the Conservation 
Commission, a family would be pro-
vided with a 30' x 30' plot in which 
vegetables and flowers were grown, 

GEORGETOWN, Mass. — The 
Conservation Commission unani-
mously voted last week to NOT clean 
up the majority of the overgrown 
decades-old, abandoned community 
garden, instead limiting the cleanup 
project to just the front area of the gar-
dens (approximately 20% of the pre-
viously cultivated area).  

At its prior meeting, following 
what could mildly be described as an 
extremely divisive discussion, only 
three out of the five present members 
voted to move forward with a pro-
posed project by resident Alan Aul-
son, which would have removed all 
debris from the large, predominately 
long-abandoned areas. 

The meeting was full of so much 
controversy that following the meet-
ing, Aulson sent a letter to the com-
mission stating that his family did 
not want to be the cause of negativ-
ity/divisiveness, and that if the con-
servation commission was not unan-
imous in support of cleaning up the 
mostly abandoned area (only about 
14 out of 76 plots are being culti-
vated, the remainder are littered with 
old metal fencing, posts, wires, wire 
cages, tools, decaying plastic and land-
scape fabric and carpets, etc.), he and 
his family would simply bow-out. 
They wanted to help clean up the gar-
dens, not cause nor step in the middle 
of controversy. He asked the commis-
sion to visit the gardens and consider 
giving their unanimous approval to a 

and in some plots coexisted wtih kids 
toys, tiny shovels, Tonka trucks, etc. 

After seemingly countless years of 
neglect, the area has fallen upon bad 
times, with more than 50 abandoned 
plots, strewn with deteriorating metal 
fencing, metal posts, old tools, chairs, 
hoses, wire cages, and more, most 
obscured by vines and overgrowth, 
including in places 8' tall sumac trees.

The Aulson family, which owns 
Great Rock Farm in town, and Goats-
to-Go, approached both the Board 
of Selectmen and the Conservation 
Commission with a plan to have the 
goats remove the bulk of the over-
growth, which would then allow 
access to and removal of the metal and 
other debris.

cleanup plan.
Last week, Aulson met again with 

the commission (via Zoom as the 
ConCom meets online only). After 
a lengthy discussion, the ConCom 
voted 4-0 to allow Aulson to pro-
ceed with a cleanup limited to just the 
front area of the gardens. (This time, 
three members were absent, including 
member Ida Wye who was previously 
the most vocal against the proposed 
cleanup plan, stating it had to be done 
"correctly." Last year, Wye criticized 
the then chair of the commission for 
not telling Wye that Georgetown had 
community gardens. Wye had served 
for on the commission for more than 
two years at that time.)

Aulson, whose family owns Great 
Rock Farm and Goats-to-Go, is pro-
viding the manpower, “goat-power,” 
and equipment, at no cost to the 
town. 

He noted how the gardens have an 
extensive amount of plastic, wire and 
overgrowth. The area, he wrote in 
his proposal, “has deteriorated – for 
whatever reason – over many, many 
years to the point where it needs a 
massive effort to restore it to its gar-
dening purpose.” The current state 
of the gardens, he said, is “no lon-
ger usable by many newcomers and 
seniors, as the equipment required to 
restore even one small plot to garden 
usage is daunting.” 

Aulson reached out to the Ameri-
can Legion, the Kiwanis, the Knights 

In less than two weeks, the goats 
devoured bittersweet and other vines, 
tall grasses, and small trees in some 
areas of the garden.

The area is now ready for folks to 
show up with gloved hands and help 
remove debris from certain areas of the 
gardens (see accompanying story).

"We'll have water, tools, clear bags, 
some volunteers with metal detec-
tors, a port-a-potty, basically what we 
need to clean up the area," Alan Aul-
son explained. "It would be to have a 
good showing and it should be a fast 
cleanup with such high interest that 
the project has received. It's nice when 
a community comes together, to help 
others. I really hope to see seniors and 
neighbors return to the gardens."   ♦

of Columbus and others who rallied 
to provide support to the project. At 
an open-house Aulson held at the gar-
dens to show the work that the goats 
could environmentally accomplish 
so rapidly, the American Legion pre-
sented a check for $500 to purchase 
winter rye seeds (a cover-crop) for the 
gardens.  

Aulson had presented the ConCom 
and board of selectmen with printed 
project summary including photos of 
a past nearly pristine garden (15+ year-
old photos), as well as current pho-
tos. The contrast was startling: sumac 
trees eight feet tall have cropped up 
over the past decade, along with tan-
gled overgrowth of bittersweet (heavy 
twisted vines), and general disarray.

Beneath the overgrowth, old metal 
fencing, posts, tools, raised beds, 
chairs, buckets, wire cages, and other 
debris sit. Aulson proposed to use his 
goats for a couple of weeks to clean 
up the bulk of the overgrowth, so that 
volunteers could get in to remove the 
abandoned metals and trash.

At their meeting, acting ConCom 
agent John Lopez questioned the 
cost of disposal of all the debris (esti-
mated at more than a dumpster-full) 
and specifically said that if even one 
tire were removed from the gardens, 
it would cost to dispose of the tire. 
Lopez also argued against the gardens 
stating that it would be an adminis-
trative cost to run the gardens, and an 
expense to the highway department.

 At least one ConCom member 
argued that certain invasive plants 
could spread across what was once a 
large corn field, if they were not prop-
erly treated. 

In years long-gone-by, the gardens 
were managed by conservation agents 
and various garden volunteers who 
assigned lots and kept watch over the 
lots and took care of their cleanliness. 
Donations to offset the cost of water 
at the gardens were collected by the 
ConCom. 

Aulson has scheduled a week of 
clearing starting Sept. 26 at 9:00 a.m. 
by volunteers. ♦

Public Invited to Join in Gardens Cleanup
Saturday, Sept. 26, 9:30 a.m.

Andover Streeet, Georgetown, Across from Golf Course

Georgetown Conservation Commission Clips 
Community Gardens Cleanup Plans

Limits Cleanup to Approx. 20% of Previous Garden Area 
Acting ConCom Agent Argues to Leave Trash/Debris in Place

IPSWICH CENTRAL STREET CUMBERLAND FARMS
We couldn't leave out Sean Mellow (left), another long time worker at 24/7 Cumby's in 

Ipswich, with Joseppi DeMarco (right) reading a copy of The Town Common from  
the NEW red newspaper box outside of Cumberland Farms, downtown Ipswich.

by Lonnie Brennan
GEORGETOWN, Mass. —  

While robust discussions took place 
last week regarding the long-neglected 
Georgetown Community Gardens, 
similar discussions took place regard-
ing the failure to take care of the over-
growth of weeds at Pentucket Pond 
and Rock Pond.

At its heart, the issue appeared sim-
ple: Both ponds are in need of treat-
ment to decrease the overgrowth of 
weeds which have served as a hazard.

As previously reported, an incident 
two years ago brought neighbors to 
the rescue of a man entangled in the 
weeds.

At last week's selectmen's meeting, 
member Mike Donahue again for-
warded his suggestion for a formal 
"project tracker" to ensure that proj-
ects such as the treatment of the weeds 
are given visibility to the board and 
can be tracked and managed.

Currently, Town Administrator 
Orlando Pacheco explained to the 
board that he keeps track of projects 
for himself in a Word file, into which 
he can easily add notes. Donahue sug-
gested using an EXCEL spreadsheet 
or similar software program, so that 
"everyone" knows the current status 
of a project. 

Pacheco said his Word file was just 
for himself. He added that the sam-
ple EXCEL file presented for discus-
sion by Donahue was perhaps over-
kill and complicated, stating that he 
didn't want anyone to have to spend 
more time managing the tracker than 

performing the tasks.
Last year, Donahue, who also serves 

as chair of the Park and Recreation 
Commission had asked the status of 
the pond treatment and was told in 
an e-mail by Pacheco that it was being 
handled. However, without a tracker 
the project was not done. Pacheco 
essential blamed the prior conserva-
tion agent for not filing the paperwork 
in time. She was fired by Pacheco ear-
lier this year on other matters, and 
somehow the project was not done. 
Donahue shared that with a tracker, 
it would be harder for projects to sim-
ply slip through the cracks.

 Donahue had presented a high-
level summary timeline of example 
e-mails showing how he was assured 
the work was going to be done, but it 
did not get done. Pacheco placed the 
blame on the employee he fired and 
noted that many other e-mails for the 
'timeline' were missing from Dona-
hue's presentation. 

"What happens is, we get [from 
Donahue] a new document all the 
time," Pacheco stated. "First it’s this, 
then it’s a project plan, then it's an 
accountability policy ... and they all 
seem to focus on, not how do I solve 
a problem but how do I finger point."  

Donahue has maintained he just 
wants projects completed, and that 
having a visible tracker would aid in 
that goal.

Chair Doug Dawes tampered down 
discussion, making it clear the attend-
ees were to remain civil. 

What Do the Community Gardens Have in 
Common with the Ponds? The ConCom

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH
ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE
TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 
Trailer Repair

Continued on page 8
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North 
Andover, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following vehicle on or after October 15, 2026 beginning at 10:00 am by 
public or private sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and notices 
of sale.  Vehicle is being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1.  2013 Honda CRV VIN 2HKRM4H78DH652314
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc.                                                                    9/23, (9/30), (10/7)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after October 8, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2014 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCR2F7XEA109233
2009 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFG11889H532851
2000 Honda CRV VIN JHLRD186XYC009358
2005 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHDN46D25U044520
2011 Jaguar FX VIN SAJWA0FB7BLS17192
2007 Subaru Impreza VIN JF1GG61667G815889
2015 Kia Optima VIN 5XXGR4A6XFG406910
2009 Jeep Patriot VIN 1J4FT28BX9D122027
2015 Nissan Rogue VIN 5N1AT2MV9FC811263
2010 Volvo XC60 VIN YV4960DZ4A2050871
2014 Moped VIN RFGBS1D09EXBC0117
2005 Ford Econoline Super Duty VIN 1FDXE45S95HB48525
1997 Ford E-350 VIN 1FDKE37S4VHB25882
1998 Dodge RAM Van VIN 2B6KB31Y5WK146673

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                        9/16, 9/23, (9/30)

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities,  
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.
	

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town Phone
Francis “Frank” Wilkish Ipswich, MA Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-3442
Mary H. Osborne Beverly, MA 

Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113Madelyn M. Shields Manchester, MA 
Rita D. Geary Beverly, MA 
Robert A. Jerin Beverly, MA 
Constance “Connie” Hanson Peabody, MA Casper Funeral Home & Cremation Serv. Boston 800-314-1490
Sylvain Paul Nadeau Lawrence, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Noelia Ortins Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Evangeline A. Toomey Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Alpeshbhai Shanubhai Patel Lowell, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Serv. Haverhill 978-374-0000Carol A. Hileman Haverhill, MA 
Kathleen Frances Faulkner Bradford, MA H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services Bradford 978-372-9311Atty. William S. Faraci Salisbury, MA 
Frank Ernest Finlayson, Jr. Merrimac, MA 
Carol (Morris) Ball Lawrence, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381Robert G. Kneeland, Sr. Methuen, MA 
Kathryn Marie (Fenlon) Crowley Bradford, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Cindy M. Mumbauer Danver, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 978-774-0033
Theresa “Terry” M. (Tondreault) Greaney Hampton, NH Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Claudette T. (Pied) Guzowski Danvers, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Raymond A. Michaud, Jr. Portsmouth, NH 

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500Rail Nelson Milione Hampton, NH 
Emilia Graceffa Hampton, NH 
Anna Alice McSweeney Hampton Falls, NH 
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Thom Gould Served the Maritime Museum Well

Even the Topsfield Fair Is Being Scammed

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT, Mass. — To 
honor Thom Gould, a past chair 
of the Custom House Maritime 
Museum (CHMM) , a donor has 
established a matching challenge 
grant of $50,000 that could double 
that that to benefit the museum. 

The donor gave the museum until 

TOPSFIELD, Mass. — Amid 
viewing farm animals, munching on 
hotdogs, enjoying parades, beauty 
pageants and rock and roll concerts, 
scammers are lurking around the 
Topsfield Fair digital footprint. 

The Fair, which runs Oct. 2 to 12 
at the Fairgrounds, notified current 
and prospective vendors last week to 
beware of a scammer claiming to be 
from the Fair. 

General Manager Bill O’Brien 
warned, “The person is using a gmail 
account and signing them with the 
name of a Fair employee.”

He recommended that any vendor 
who believes they have secured space 
at the 2026 Topsfield Fair to contact 
the Fair office directly at 978-887-
5000.

Meanwhile, the Fair is preparing 
again to host a pageant for Junior 
Kings and Queens on Saturday Oct. 

an undisclosed date this fall to raise 
the additional $50,000 in the one 
to one match for the Thom Gould 
Endowment Fund.

Gould, who died on Aug. 10, after 
serving on the finance committee 
and the board, knew the importance 
of building a strong endowment for 
the museum’s long-term stability, the 
museum stated. 

1 for children ages five to eight. The 
winners, who serve as representa-
tives for the Fair in local parades 
and events, will be chosen at 1 p.m. 
on Saturday, Oct. 3 on the Tiranon 
Stage. 

To enter your child by the dead-
line on Oct. 2, download an appli-
cation found on the Junior King & 
Queen Pageant page on the Exhibi-
tor’s Handbook section of the Fair’s 
website,

“The Board is committed to 
Thom’s vision for the CHMM and 
the new endowment fund will sup-
port enrichment initiatives at the 
museum,” the museum stated.

 The Finance Committee will 
invest the fund similarly to the Kevin 
J. MacDonald Endowment Fund, 
which has grown to more than 
$180,000.   ♦

Ticket prices for the 2026 Tops-
field Fair are $20 every day.  Dis-
count admission tickets are available 
at www.topsfieldfair.org through 
Oct. 1. General Admission discount 
tickets can be purchased for $15, plus 
a $3 convenience fee, which are good 
any day during the Fair’s 11-day run. 
A three-day pass, good any three days, 
is available for $42 plus a $3 conve-
nience fee. Children under eight are 
free with an adult admission ticket. 

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101
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Support local  
journalism.
Join the Publisher's 
Club. See page 8.
Your gift keeps us 
alive to deliver truly 
local news.
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Classified Ad Form

Circle A Category
• For Sale
• Wanted
• Services
• Free 
• Child Care Needed/Avail.
• Rental Auto
• Boat
• Help Wanted 
• Animals
• Rental
• Yard Sale 
• Other  ____________________

Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
Town: _______________________
State/Zip: ___________________
Tel: _________________________
Nr. issues or Dates: _________

Email: ___________________
Credit Card: 
MC   Visa   Amex   Dscvr

Credit Card #: 
_________________________
Expiration Date: ____/____

Mail To: The Town Common, P.O. Box 2, Rowley, MA 01969

1. ____________ 2. ____________

3. ____________ 4. ____________

5. ____________ 6. ____________

7. ____________ 8. ____________

9. ____________ 10. ___________

11. ___________ 12. ___________

13. ___________ 14. ___________

15. ___________ 16. ___________

17. ___________ 18. ___________

19. ___________ 20. ___________

How to
Place an ad

1. TEXT Greg at 
978-618-9453 

2. E-MAIL Greg at 
greg@ 
towncommonmedia.com

3. FILL OUT this form 
and mail it in.

Options:

Contact Greg and he 
will call back shortly. 

Questions?

1 - 3 weeks ..... $10/Wk

4 weeks ....... $7.50/Wk

4+ weeks ongoing, 
Contact Greg for details 

Cost per
20 word ad

Classified adsThe Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6

Saturday 10:30-5
Sunday 12-5

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots
70ʼs, 80ʼs, 90ʼs

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

BRENDAFIT
 PT, CYT, MHC, Qi Gong

 BRENDAFIT3@YAHOO.COM

ROWLEY, MASS.

COACHING MEN & WOMEN 
FOR FITNESS AND HEALTH

BRENDA ERNST
HEALTH COACH/TRAINER

978-810-5078

suPPort 
local business

If you would like to advertise, email us at: 
Advertise@TownCommonMedia.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

HOME SERVICES
AMERICAN HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. 
Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 
30 years experience. Free 
Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

GARY’S JUST STUFF 
MECHANICAL ITEMS 

BOUGHT / SOLD 
& Repaired!

Generators, Outboards, 
Lawn Mowers, Snow 
Blowers, Tune ups, etc., 
pick-up and delivery 
available, Call Gary at 
(978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, 
EXTERIOR

Smoke and water damage 
ceilings stain killed, 
repaired, or replaced, 
carpentry interior-
exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, 

gutters cleaned, repaired 
or replaced, clean outs 
and clean ups of all 
kinds. General masonry, 
all brick work, chimney 
work, walkways, etc. 
(cell) 978-376-4214, 
(home) 978-374-6187

ROADRUNNER
CONSTRUCTION CO.

BOB STROUT
30 Years Experience

Additions, Restorations, 
Decks, Free Estimates

603-583-2186
20 Harrison Ave.

Salisbury, MA 01952

CARPENTRY, PAINTING, 
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

HELP WANTED

Find the help you need!
BIRTHDAYS/Announcements

Born this month:  
Hilary Duff, 39
Alexis Bledel (aka Rory Gilmore), 45
Will Smith, 58 
Adam Sandler, 60
Mark Harmon, 75
Bill Murray, 76 
Michael Douglas, 81

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

PERSONALS
Connect with an old friend. Reach out to 
your graduating class. Give advice, invite 
to bingo! Place your ad!

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS

Give a special 
shout-out... promote a 

group.....  
Everyone Reads Classified

Ads (We hope!) 
4 WEEKS FOR 

$30!   advertise@
thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

PB
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• For Sale
• Wanted
• Services
• Free 
• Child Care Needed/Avail.
• Rental Auto
• Boat
• Help Wanted 
• Animals
• Rental
• Yard Sale 
• Other  ____________________

Name: ______________________
Address: ____________________
Town: _______________________
State/Zip: ___________________
Tel: _________________________
Nr. issues or Dates: _________

Email: ___________________
Credit Card: 
MC   Visa   Amex   Dscvr

Credit Card #: 
_________________________
Expiration Date: ____/____

 The Town Common, P.O. Box 2, Rowley, MA 01969

1. 2. ____________

3. 4. ____________

5. 6. ____________

7. 8. ____________

9. 10. ___________

11. 12. ___________

13. 14. ___________

15. 16. ___________

17. 18. ___________

19. 20. ___________

1. TEXT Greg at 
978-618-9453

2. E-MAIL Greg at 
greg@
towncommonmedia.com

3. FILL OUT this form 
and mail it in.

Contact Greg and he 
will call back shortly. 

1 - 3 weeks ..... $10/Wk

4 weeks ....... $7.50/Wk

4+ weeks ongoing, 
Contact Greg for details 

Classified adsThe Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6

Saturday 10:30-5
Sunday 12-5

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

BRENDAFIT
PT, CYT, MHC, Qi Gong

BRENDAFIT3@YAHOO.COM

ROWLEY, MASS.

COACHING MEN & WOMEN 
FOR FITNESS AND HEALTH

BRENDA ERNST
HEALTH COACH/TRAINER

978-810-5078

suPPort

local Business

If you would like to advertise, email us at: 
Advertise@TownCommonMedia.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

HOME SERVICES
AMERICAN HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. 
Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 
30 years experience. Free 
Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

GARY’S JUST STUFF 
MECHANICAL ITEMS 

BOUGHT / SOLD
& Repaired!

Generators, Outboards, 
Lawn Mowers, Snow 
Blowers, Tune ups, etc., 
pick-up and delivery 
available, Call Gary at 
(978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, 
EXTERIOR

Smoke and water damage 
ceilings stain killed, 
repaired, or replaced, 
carpentry interior-
exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, 

gutters cleaned, repaired 
or replaced, clean outs 
and clean ups of all 
kinds. General masonry, 
all brick work, chimney 
work, walkways, etc. 
(cell) 978-376-4214, 
(home) 978-374-6187

ROADRUNNER
CONSTRUCTION CO.

BOB STROUT
30 Years Experience

Additions, Restorations, 
Decks, Free Estimates

603-583-2186
20 Harrison Ave.

Salisbury, MA 01952
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Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Gardeners: 
Time to start the 
major cleanup!
Clip the plants 
remaining so 
they focus on 
fruit ripening."My friends will 

understand ..."

HELP WANTED
 The Town Common seeks an accounts manager to  

follow-up on phone calls, e-mails, leads, and reach out to 
local businesses and groups. This is an ultra-flexible job: 
You work where you want, when you want, how you want. 
Start by dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks 
and build up your income with each well-paid commis-
sioned sale. You earn with each new ad campaign or spon-
sorship and continue to earn residuals with each renewal 
you manage. Your income continues to grow uncapped. Of 
course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! The more 
accounts you manage, the more you earn!  Call me: Lonnie  
Brennan - Nights after 7:00 p.m., weekends any time:  
978-609-4183 

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You 
might not like a sudden setback in 
your plans. But keep your headstrong 
Arian temperament in check and wait 
for explanations. Things will begin to 
clear up by week’s end.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Enjoy the respite from your recent 
hectic schedule. But be ready to 
plunge into a new round of social 
activities. A new contact holds much 
potential for the future.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A 
trusted colleague has news that could 
change your perception of a cur-
rent workplace situation. What had 
seemed unfair might prove to be high-
ly favorable after all.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
You still need to watch what you say 
and how you say it. What you assert 
as honesty, others might perceive as 
crabbiness. Be patient. This difficult 
period clears up later on in the month.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Your 
Royalness needs time away from the 
limelight to catch up on things, from 
tidying up your desk to making calls 
that you’ve put off. You’ll be back in 
the center of things.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) Honesty is the best policy, of 
course. But you’ll do better at achiev-
ing your goals if you can be less 
aggressive and more circumspect in 
how you phrase your comments.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Your ability to maintain your bal-
ance in confusing situations continues 
to work for you. Stay on the steady 
course, one step at a time. The week-
end shows improvement.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Your indecisiveness could 
simply be your keen Scorpian sense 
warning you to be wary of making a 
commitment. Take this time to do a 
more thorough investigation.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Good news: New infor-
mation comes your way to help you 
make a more informed decision on 
how to deal with an opportunity that 
has opened up for you.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) This is a good time to 
reinforce your self-confidence by 
acknowledging the good qualities 
about yourself. A lull in your social 
life ends by next week. Have fun!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) It’s a good time to let some 
recently pent-up emotions flow more 
freely. Why not start by letting the 
people you care for know how you 
really feel about them?

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Resist offers, no matter how well-in-
tentioned, to help with a personal 
decision. Only you know what must 
be done, and you have the emotional 
strength to follow through on your 
plans.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have 
a talent for getting things done effi-
ciently. Your practical approach in life 
helps you to turn any challenges that 
you face into satisfying successes.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

FROM KING FEATURES SYNDICATE, 300 W. 

57th STREET, 15th FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 

10019

CUSTOMER SERVICE: (800) 708-7311 EXT. 

236

SALOME’S STARS #12345_20260907

FOR RELEASE SEPT. 7, 2026

EDITORS: These horoscopes are for use the 

week of SEPT. 14, 2026.

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 
Social Media Marketing     Web Design
SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing
Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli
Owner / Developer

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

DELIVERY NOTICE
We deliver to several hundred businesses each week, 

including pizza shops, restaurants, luncheons, 
bookstores, auto repair shops, grocery stores, health 
clubs, hair care, nail care, speciality shops, as well as 

street boxes, police and fire stations, town halls, senior 
centers, community centers, and so many more places. 

If you want to be added to the list, let us know!

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Continued from page 4
TRACKERS AND PONDS

At one point, member Laura Repplier 
questioned why Parks and Recs would 
be involved, stating that the process is 
owned by the Conservation Commis-
sion (of which she is a former member). 
"It has never been the responsibility of 
Park and Recs. Conservation has been 
in charge of ensuring the health of those 
ponds for the last 20 years."

Chair Dawes pointed out that it was 
more of a joint responsibility (with Park 
and Recs. wich manages the beach and 
beach-facing playground areas), and 
Donahue cited how a resident reported 
the entanglement issue to Park and Recs 
and the town administrator and that he 
and Pacheco researched the issue of weed 
treatment and looped in the Conserva-
tion Commission and the Community 
Preservation Committee to see if fund-
ing was available and proper actions 
could be taken to alleviate the weed 
safety issue. He also stated that Pacheco 
had just noted that the former agent had 
not completed the work (prior to being 
fired on other matters), again, noting 
that conservation was involved here.

 "No, no dispute there," Repplier 
replied, "So, things went wrong, and 
those things that went wrong are not 
in place anymore. And we are moving 
ahead, seamlessly [she joined her hands 
and moved them like a fish swimming 
forward] and beautifully into the future 
[pulling her hands back and touching 
her chin]. And at this point, at this point, 
your complaints are really not helpful," 
she told Donahue, pointing at him with 
outstretched fingers from one hand.

"It wasn't a complaint," Donahue 
injected.

"And are not really solving anything," 
Repplier plowed forward, "what we 
need to solve is exactly what's happen-
ing: those ponds are going to be treated. 
We're good here. It went wrong, but 
we're good here now."

"So, what are the next steps from a 
project perspective," Donahue asked.

Pacheco related that there are some 
signoffs to be done and it will be done 
this next year.

"It was all set to be treated, five to six 
years ago," Repplier added, " but things 
went wrong in that department, and it 
got missed. But we are no longer in that 
situation, and it's all going to be good. 
And I think we should focus on that."

Donahue then asked about fund-
ing, to ensure everything was in place. 
At first Pacheco stated that CPF124 set 

aside for pond treatment was only for 
Rock Pond, but Donahue read out loud 
the accompanying article which stated, 
despite the title on the article, that it pro-
vided funding for "Pentucket Pond and 
Rock Pond and their associated hydro-
logical connections (one is downstream 
of the other). $53,000 is sitting in that 
earmark. An additional CPC article has 
approximately $25,000 in it, for a total 
of approximately $78,000 for safety 
purposes (removal of the entanglement 
weeds). 

Pacheco stated that they won't know 
what the cost of work will be until an 
NOI is filed and a scope of work is 
developed, and that those items would 
be completed by the end of the calen-
dar year.

Before they moved on to a discussion 
of Donahue's proposal of establishing 
a method to have a formal list of proj-
ects (a project tracker), Selectman Rob 
Hoover made a statement that "I think 
it's important that no matter who sub-
mits a written document that states cer-
tain points of so-called fact, that, if they're 
incomplete, that there is an opportu-
nity given to whoever it may be to clear 
the record and add the additional facts 
to make a full record. So, I just wanted 
to go on record saying that." His refer-
ence apparently to Donahue presenting 
the board with a 'summary timeline' of 
major milestones/e-mails from Pacheco 
stating that the ponds were all set last 
year, but then the project being delayed 
by another year, and Pacheco's asserta-
tions that other things, e-mails, and such 
should have been included to show the 
full scope of the issue.

Chair Dawes replied "I agree with 
you, and as long as those conversations 
remain civil, then this chair will allow it. 
If they become uncivil, I'll put an end 
to it."

Asked after the meeting, Donahue 
said "We were told the ponds were being 
handled last year, they were not. We were 
told the docks were being handled, they 
were not. I just want the board to have 
visibility through a tracker because ulti-
mately, we're the ones who are responsi-
ble to the voters, and safety issues can-
not simply get 'missed.' I look forward to 
working with the board for a resolution.”

In other selectboard news:
 Selectman Ed Dobie was absent from 

the meeting (ongoing health issues), 
and administrative assistant to the town 
administrator and board of selectman, 
Maureen Shultz has given here notice. 
Her last day will be Sept. 27, 2026.  ♦

Amesbury's Police and Fire departments face 
off for the 7th Annual Red vs Blue Softball 
Game at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, September 27th 
at Landry Stadium.

 The two teams are competing to raise 
money for local youth sport charities, including 
Amesbury Little League.

 *This event is FREE for the public to attend*
Big Rig BBQ & Sweet Cheeks will be there 

with food for sale & there will also be a 21+ beer 
garden on site.

 Ample parking available at Amesbury Middle 
School.

 Come cheer on our dedicated public safety
personnel at this fun community event!

Ipswich-Rowley Rotary Brings 
Birthday Joy in Every Bag

submitted by Bob Wicks
Ipswich-Rowley Rotary Publicity Co-Chair

Birthdays are particularly joyous celebrations for fami-
lies and friends.  For a family experiencing food insecurity, 
this occasion is a hardship.  Stress, social pressure, and tough 
choices can rob their children of being royalty for a day. 

What’s the solution?  Birthday – In – A Bag!
As they do each Fall, Ipswich-Rowley Rotarians used their 

regular weekly meeting to pack 50 shopping bags with sup-
plies to create an instant birthday party for eight children.  
Each bag includes all the trimmings – cake and frosting mix, 
tablecloth, box of games, streamers, party hats and favors, 
plates and napkins, 
and banners.  

These bags of 
wonder were split 
between The Open 
Door and First Par-
ish Newbury food 
pantries which serve 
Ipswich and Rowley 
families in need.  
Clients of both 
pantries with chil-
dren can pick up or 
request a birthday-
in-a-bag with their 
deliveries.  

Joy is again cre-
ated, one bag at a 
time.  ♦

The Open Door Gift Coordinator Anya Ciarametaro receives bags 
from Paula Bishop and Diane Herth (Photo by Ipswich-Rowley 

Rotary Publicity Co-Chair Ann Witzig)

SERVING: Boxford, Byfield, Georgetown & Rowley
Honoring 20 Years Together as One Parish in Faith

Join us as we celebrate the faith, generosity, and spirit of  
community that have strengthened St. Mary Parish over the past 20 years.

 
Friday, October 16, 2026   6:00 PM

Black Swan Country Club, Georgetown, Massachusetts
Tickets $75 per person or $140 per couple

Friends & Family Table for Eight: $550
PURCHASE TICKETS AT:

https://saintmaryparish.org/2026-parish-gala
Your evening includes:

Passed Hors d'oeuvres, Plated Dinner and Dessert and Dancing
Live music by Chris Desjardin & the Jazz Disciples, a 9-piece band
We look forward to celebrating this special milestone with you!

7th Annual 
Amesbury Red vs. 

Blue Softball Game

IPSWICH TRUE NORTH ALE 
SATURDAY SEPT. 26



