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Paul Abruzzi and the Stories, Fun, and Changes at Jabberwocky

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT — As he tran-
sitions to a new role at the popular 
Jabberwocky Bookstore, Paul Abru-
zzi recalled one of his fondest mem-
ories from his 33 years as its manager: 
bringing his infant son to work.

He would stand at the Tannery's 

parking lot door with Nathan's car 
seat on the desk beside him. If a reader 
needed help finding a book in the 
store's many rows, Paul would either 
run quickly himself or take his son 
along with him.

Nathan is now 32 and posed recently 
with his dad at that same desk as his 
father steps down as store manager. At 

the end of Yankee Homecoming this 
year — a busy time for the store — 
Paul began his new role, part-time.

He will no longer be the everyday 
fixture he's been for so many book 
lovers through the years. But no fear: 
he'll still work three of the store's bus-
iest days each week.

Amanda Ross outside her Georgetown Barber Shop (Photo by Kay Lee Ogden)

Nate with Paul Abruzzi (right) (Photo by Stewart Lytle) Nell with Paul Abruzzi and baby Maudslay (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

by Kay Lee 
Ogden

TThis week's busi-
ness spotlight shines 
on "Georgetown 
Barber Shop and 
Shaves,” 18 east main 
street, located in the 
Mason's Building.

Phone: 978.352.7556 
Hours: Tues: 9am-5pm, Wed-

Thurs: 9am-7pm, Fri: 9am-6pm, and 
Sat: 9am-4pm 

Owner: Amanda Ross 
This is a series of local businesses to 

encourage customers to shop local and 
make people aware of their services 

Georgetown Barber Shop

FRIENDS OF THE
GEORGETOWN PEABODY LIBRARY

SEPT. 16 - 19
Library Hourse Wed/Thurs/Fri

Sat 9 am - 2 pm
Bag Sale Takes Place Saturday!

2 Maple Street
Georgetown, Mass.

2026 FALL BOOK SALE

Two Great Ways 
to Save
Term Certificate Specials

4.10%
13 Months

APY* 4.00%
5 Months

APY*

Federally insured by NCUA | Member MSIC

Stjeanscu.com

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 08/04/2026 and 
subject to change without notice. Ask for terms and conditions.

Scan to Open Today!

Plum Fest Photos - Page 4

Salisbury Days
Fri. Sept. 18th: Lions Park 
4:30 pm Opening Ceremony

Sat. Sept. 19th, Beach Center:
• 10AM–2PM Car & Motorcycle Show

• Begins at 11AM  Kites & Castles 
• Beer Garden — 12– 4PM

Sunday, September 20
• America’s 250th Parade on 

Beach Road -10AM
• Fair in the Square 11AM-4PM
• Musical Stage   11AM-4PM

• Library Mini Golf  11AM-2PM
• Pike School Tours 12-4PM

• Beer Garden 12-4PM
• Fireman’s Muster 12-4PM
• Salisbury Historical Society 

Tours — 12-4PM
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REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales 

Looking for the right individuals who want 
to diligently call on sales accounts each week. 
This is commissioned Ad Sales in the Greater 
Newburyport Area. You build a portfolio, and 
earn residuals every month... Lonnie Brennan: 

editor@TheTownCommon.com

TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
36 Y  E  / R   

N ,  C   R ! N ,  C   R ! 
L  • F  E  L  • F  E  
978-314-0140978-314-0140

16 Wed 3:32 7.7 3:47 8.4 9:35 1.0 10:12 0.5 6:24 6:51

17 Thu 4:20 7.3 4:36 8.1 10:23 1.3 11:04 0.9 6:25 6:49

18 Fri 5:12 6.9 5:29 7.8 11:14 1.7 11:59 1.1 6:26 6:48

19 Sat 6:08 6.7 6:26 7.6 12:10 1.9 6:27 6:46

20 Sun 7:06 6.6 7:24 7.6 12:57 1.3 1:09 1.9 6:28 6:44

21 Mon 8:05 6.7 8:22 7.7 1:56 1.3 2:08 1.8 6:29 6:42

22 Tue 9:00 6.9 9:15 7.9 2:52 1.1 3:03 1.6 6:30 6:40

23 Wed 9:48 7.2 10:03 8.1 3:41 0.9 3:53 1.3 6:31 6:39

Continued from page 1
JABBERWOCKY

Even then, as Kurt Mullen, an avid 
reader, Jabberwocky customer and 
longtime friend of Paul, said, “He will 
be missed.”

The store itself is going through 
its own transition. Sue Little, who 
opened the store in downtown 
Newburyport 54 years ago and was 
the first retail store at the Tannery, is 
stepping into the role of owner emeri-
tus, which allows her to come in when 
she wants and be “irresponsible.” Her 
son Erik's wife, Julia Hoel, is stepping 
into her shoes as owner and buyer, car-

rying forward a long and happy tra-
dition for customers who enjoy “the 
art of browsing” at Jabberwocky. And 
behind the desk in Paul's old spot is 
his protégé, Harrison Acuna-Steven-
son, Jabberwocky's new manager.

Andre Dubus III, probably the 
store's most celebrated regular, wrote 
of Paul: “For over 30 years, Paul 
Abruzzi has been cheerfully and effi-
ciently doing far more than helping 
to sell books at our beloved Jabber-
wocky Bookshop. He's been help-
ing thousands of his fellow human 
beings enlarge their minds and their 
hearts, which has helped to make us 
all more informed and compassionate 
people, which has helped to make this 
community and beyond more caring, 
more humane, and more loving.”

Dubus — the author of the #1 New 
York Times bestseller House of Sand 
and Fog, an Oprah's Book Club pick 
and National Book Award finalist — 
added: “Leo Tolstoy reminds us that 
art is ‘transferring feeling from one 
heart to another.’ In this time of such 
division, of so many shortened atten-
tion spans and even shorter tempers, 
the work my dear friend, Paul Abru-
zzi, has been doing so warmly and 
so well for so long has been nothing 
short of revolutionary.”

Dubus agreed Paul “will be sorely 
missed” — a sentiment shared by so 
many of the store's other longtime 
customers.

In her 82 years of living and shop-
ping in Newburyport, Mary Bragg 
said, “We all know what a gem Jab-
berwocky Bookstore has been in 
Newburyport for many years. It is 
there that I have had the pleasure of 
getting to know Paul Abruzzi, a pillar 
of the establishment.

other, Liz Desmaris. "They were close. 
Seeing them together put a smile on 
my face," Mullen said.

Abruzzi is already a grandfather to 
Nell's daughter, Maudslay, who vis-
its him often at Jabberwocky, and 
is about to become one again with 
Nathan's first child. The job change 
gives him more time to be a grand-
father and finally dive into writing 
books of his own, instead of just sell-
ing them — along with keeping up 
his other extracurricular passions: ski-
ing, hiking, golfing, and the occa-
sional trivia night.

“I think of the hundreds, thou-
sands of encounters Paul has had with 
one-time visitors to the store, and the 
luckier local residents often return-
ing to make a purchase of a much-val-
ued book or another item for sale, and 
after much thought, realize what an 
impression Paul had made on others 
in our community and beyond.”

Bragg compared Abruzzi to Theo 
in the beloved novel Theo of Golden. 
“Paul is the epitome of what it means 
to be a gentleman ... smart, humble, 
accomplished and kind. In my numer-
ous trips through the years to Jabber-
wocky, every time I encountered Paul 
standing behind the counter, he has 
been ready to serve, assist, recommend 
and chat before I headed back home 
with a new book.”

She said she knows Paul only 
through these “pleasant” encounters, 
which others might consider unim-
portant in life — “but to me they were 
rays of golden sunshine pointing out 
the goodness in my community and 
beyond, brightening up my days. I 
envy those who know and hang out 
with Paul after store hours. Such a 
gentleman in our midst!”

Kurt Mullen praised Abruzzi for 
seeming to know what book a cus-
tomer had come for without being 
told. “Paul seemed to know what my 
tastes were.”

Born in Italy and raised in an 
orphanage before being adopted as a 
toddler and relocated to the United 
States, Abruzzi was not naturally ebul-
lient, Mullen said. “But he was always 
warm.”

Mullen also enjoyed watching Paul 
interact at the store with his bonus 
daughter, Nell — whom he's raised 
alongside her mother, his significant 

He also plans to continue another 
one of his favorite extracurriculars: 
serving as a judge for the Actors Stu-
dio's Full Moon Story Slams, where 
audience members tell the crowd a 
story from their own life. Kurt said 
Paul once confessed to him that he 
enjoyed being the judge but could 
never stand in front of a crowd and 
tell a story of his own.

“I don't want the attention,” Mullen 
quoted him as saying.

Writer's Note: Too late, Paul. Too 
many people, including this writer, 
love you.   ♦

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property Al’s

DART
OUTLET A REAL DART STORE

“TRY BEFORE YOU BUY”
NO SALES TAX

www.AlsDarts.com

(603) 893-4741

5 Rockingham Rd. (RTE 28)
Windham, N.H.

Continued from page 1
GEORGETOWN BARBER

and talents that we have surrounding 
us!!! Please shop local!!!! 

Amanda purchased the business 
from the former owner Karen Pellitier 
in September of 2019, a g-town favor-
ite for many years! She was employed 
by Karen for many years. Karen was 
looking to retire, and she offered the 
business to Amanda who resides in 
Georgetown with her daughter Jianna 
Ross Scola, 17 years of age, who is a 
senior at Danvers High School. They 
moved to g-town four years ago. 

Amanda loves the kiddoes, and 
what she does! Every day, she looks 
at her schedule and is excited to see 
who's coming in, she loves making 
people feel good and looking their 
best! Amanda shared with me that 
many people confide in her their per-
sonal lives, that she feels not only as 
their barber, but also their therapist, 
or just a sounding board, and encour-
ages the customers, just let it all hang 
out! By this, it's created a lot of friend-
ships! And it's a great feeling that peo-
ple trust me enough to share their pri-
vate lives with her, with their secrets, 
and personal information, as it is 
extremely private! People share! 

“We do mostly, men and boys hair, 
but not limited to, as many women 
come in also. We love the kids, they 
are so much fun,” she shared. 

“I try to keep my prices afford-
able, and family oriented, and we are 
extremely friendly and down to earth! 
I am proud to say that we have been 
in business for 7 years, thanks to our 
customers for their need of a shave or 
haircut, and the customers that stayed 
with us, and our new customer base 
that we have created, and we now have 
approximately 600 customers! 

“Thanks to my very valued employ-

ees; Cliff Mckenzie, and Dory Viti-
ello, great, faithful employees, who 
love working with the kids, and other 
clients!”

Amanda is an extremely talented 
lady, offering her dedication and tal-
ents to many organizations; she has 
supported our town activities that 
most people don't realize. She sup-
ports and chairs many events in town! 
The baseball teams in town, the 
Strawberry Festival at the Congrega-
tional Church, Masco youth hockey, 
sponsor for the corn hole tournament 
for the Triton Football League, and 
many more! People call her to help, 
because she is a mover and shaker, and 
gets things down! People love her, any-
one that calls her for help - she steps 
up and puts both shoulders into it!!! 
She's a very unique person, and gives 
back to everyone, and we should sup-
port her business as well! 

She has a huge event coming up for 
Georgetown: " Trunk or Treat" on 
Oct. 24th at the Penn Brook School. 
This program will donate all proceeds 
to the " special ed program", they dec-
orate cars, and have a ball, the kiddoes 
love it!!! Get involved! More to come!!! 
Happy Halloweenie!

 Amanda is also looking to hire a 
person, as she has an empty chair, to 
join her team, a barber, or hair stylist. 
Requirement's, a mass barber or cos-
metology license! Call for an appoint-
ment please. 

 Georgetown Barbershop is offering 
a very special deal for first-time clients: 
$5.00 off for new customers for men-
tioning this story!!! 

We love kiddoes, prices are terrific, 
they all love what they do! 

Call for an appointment, and take 
advantage of this promotion, your 
kids will love their new hairdos! And 
so will your husband! Shop local, sup-
port local businesses!   
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You're Invited to Newbury Town Library's 100th Celebration

Save the Date: Octoberfest '26
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of supporters of this paper who help us sustain and grow

by Katherine Szuplat
Assistant Director

Newbury Town Library
0 Lunt Street

Byfield, MA 01922
(978) 465-0539 EXT 11

The Newbury Town Library is turn-
ing 100 and invites the public to join 
the celebration on Saturday Septem-
ber 19th from 10 am to 2pm.  The 
celebration marks the 100th year of 
the town of Newbury having a library 
and 25 years of the current library 

NEWBURYPORT - Newburyport 
Art Assn. (NAA) is celebrating 25 years 
of creativity, connection and commu-
nity by exhibiting more than 160 art-
works that are available in its on-line 
auction. 

Many of the artworks can be viewed 
in this year's Art Auction exhibition 
until Saturday, Oct. 3 at the NAA 
office in the Sergent Gallery at 65 
Water St. A ticketed auction party is 
scheduled from 4 to 6 p.m., Oct. 3. 
The exhibit includes NAA Member 
Artwork featuring photography, mixed 
media, sculpture, oil and acrylics. 

Upstairs in the Hartson Gallery is the 
Collector’s Collection, showcasing art-
work donated from private collections, 
including work by notable artists such 

The True North Ale Company will feature Octoberfest '26 
on Saturday, Sept. 26th. 

Events will include: cider donuts, jumo pretzels, sausages 
& schnitzel with German sides, beer marionette, True North 
Ales festival beers, Official U.S. Steinholding Competition site, 
photo booth and props, and prizes for best Bavarian dress.

The True North Ale Company is located at 116 County 
Road in Ipswich, Mass.  ♦

Free admission, fun, games, and 
enjoy ice cream and hot dogs on 
Sat. Sept. 19th at 84 Nelson Street 
in Georgetown. Camp Denison, is a 
public place to explore, with walking 
trails, a pond, etc. Event runs from 11 
am until 3 p.m.  ♦

building.  Public remarks will be made 
at 11am by Library Trustee Alexander 
Burke, Representative Kristin Kassner, 
and Senator Bruce Tarr.  Light refresh-
ments provided by the Friends of the 
Newbury Town Library will be served 
throughout the celebration.  Crafts 
and activities for children will occur 
in the Children's section, while the 
Adult section of the Library will show-
case a timeline of the Library's 100 
years.  Visitors will be able to choose 
a Surprise Party Book, while supplies 

as Harold Feinstein, Cara Weston and 
Carlos Mérida. 

For online bidding & tickets to 
our October 3rd party, visit: Auctria.
events./NewburyportArt25 The after-
noon and evening offers live painting 
by Alan Bull and a chance to purchase 
his piece; bidding on Members’ Art-
work, Collectors Collection and Silent 
Auction Packages. 

There will also be free tarot reading; 
dancing to live jazz & swing with Jared 
Holaday; sipping on a signature cock-
tail from the open bar; enjoying catered 
food and dessert; pos-
ing for your Moon 
Portrait in the sculp-
ture garden and shar-
ing your NAA story in 
an optional two-min-
ute video interview.

last, to take home as well as enter to 
win a NTL mug or reading journal.  
At 1pm the 2001 Time Capsule will 
be opened and new contents will then 
be resealed into the time capsule to be 
opened in another 25 years.  All are 
welcome and encouraged to explore 
the library throughout the day.  The 
Newbury Town Library is located at 0 
Lunt Street in Byfield.  Please contact 
Assistant Director Katherine Szuplat 
at (978) 465-0539 with any ques-
tions.  

Gallery hours are from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Wednesday through Sunday. 

NAA member tickets are $70; 
Non-member tickets: $90; with a sug-
gested attire of cosmic shine!

Lead sponsors are Matter Com-
munications, Milestone 35 Tools & 
Woodworking and the Hylton Family 
Trust for supporting our 25th Annual 
Art Auction.

For more information, as well as an 
online gallery visit newburyportart.
org.

REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers! $24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Newburyport Art Association Showcases 160 Works - Art Sale
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Julie Bishop and Lisa RamosGina Smith

Lily Anderson of 
Georgetown

Carol Murray (in blue) of 
Byfield for her 15 or 20th year
of visiting the island!

Velvet Wave

Sergeant Mark 
Smigielski - Newbury

Brenda Malloy of Rocky 
Neck - Gloucester

April with Scott Aulson Lisa Chafe of Manchester

Steven Manassian (holding red donation bucket) homeowner, with band Revel Up.

Lee-Ann Willwerth of Manchester

Most photos by Alan Aulson (driver) of Georgetown, 
shown with passengers Maureen Aulson, Wayne Winters, 
and Anthony Verduga of Amesbury on guitar.

Porch Music, Singer/Songwriters, Acoustic Acts, Full Bands, Food, Adventure, Friendship

Plum Fest! 2026 
PLUM ISLAND — This year's 

all-volunteer island festival featured 
approximately 107 accoustic and fea-
tured bands on 50 locations across 
Plum Island, with half-a-dozen food 
locations, seven shuttle-stops, and 
countless volunteers, neighbors, and 

visitors who made PlumFest a success.
From the Blue Inn to the Plum 

Island Lighthouse, island, local, and 
regional peformers treated PlumFest 
attendees to a wide range of music.

Ava Valianti, the 16-year-old sing-
er-songwriter from Newbury con-

a few of the slated performers. Bands 
included Ruckus, Vices Inc, Mug-
Shot, Lonely Oak, Way to the River, 
, Atlas, Salty Side Down, Town Crier, 
Lemon House, Basin Boys, The Gem-
Tones, Comfortably Plum, Hubcap 
Romeo, and many more....

tinues to impress audiences. Bill 
Durling, Greg Guba, Jamie Cain, 
John Feeks, John Copeland, Jona-
than Soucy, Lottie Vonne, Luica and 
Emilia Perruci,  Mary Ann McAllis-
ter, Philip Corcoran, Richard Wallace, 
Tom Cook, Kris Veenema, were just 

The non-profit volunteer-run event  
was free for all attendees, with dona-
tion buckets passed through the 
crowds to support the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lower Merrimack Valley, 
Plum Island Foundation, and other 
non-profits.
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will auction the following vehicles September 24, 2026 on the website http://
sta.ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after September 24, 2026 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2004 GMC Sierra 1500 VIN 1GTEK14VX4Z149545
2. 2012 Toyota RAV4 VIN 2T3BF4DVXCW238443

Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Walter L. Lowell                                                                       9/2, 9/9, 9/16

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after October 8, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2014 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCR2F7XEA109233
2009 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFG11889H532851
2000 Honda CRV VIN JHLRD186XYC009358
2005 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHDN46D25U044520
2011 Jaguar FX VIN SAJWA0FB7BLS17192
2007 Subaru Impreza VIN JF1GG61667G815889
2015 Kia Optima VIN 5XXGR4A6XFG406910
2009 Jeep Patriot VIN 1J4FT28BX9D122027
2015 Nissan Rogue VIN 5N1AT2MV9FC811263
2010 Volvo XC60 VIN YV4960DZ4A2050871
2014 Moped VIN RFGBS1D09EXBC0117
2005 Ford Econoline Super Duty VIN 1FDXE45S95HB48525
1997 Ford E-350 VIN 1FDKE37S4VHB25882
1998 Dodge RAM Van VIN 2B6KB31Y5WK146673

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                        9/16, (9/23), (9/30)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will auction the following vehicles on or after September 24, 2026 on the website www.
auctionsinternational.com . Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after 
September 24, 2026 by private or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for 
towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2020 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCV1F40LA016004
2. 2011 GMC Acadia VIN 1GKKRRED7BJ214516
3. 2014 RAM 1500 VIN 1C6RR7FTXES226685

Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Walter L. Lowell                                                                        9/2, 9/9, 9/16

GEORGETOWN – Ellen E. Denno, 81, passed away peacefully on Septem-
ber 9, 2026, with her loving husband, Stephen, at her side, following a long 
illness.  She was Stephen’s cherished wife and deeply loved companion.    

Born in Beverly and raised in Danvers, Ellen was the daughter of
the late Stephen and Dorothy (Rollins) Picillo.  She graduated from Danvers High 
School Class of 1963.

Ellen’s life was defined by a beautiful, lifelong romance with her husband, Stephen. 
Friends since the third grade, their connection blossomed on July 4, 1964, while watching 
the fireworks with friends. Soon after their wedding on July 1, 1966, Stephen deployed to 
Vietnam. Altogether they shared 61 years of deep devotion and partnership.

A resident of Georgetown since 1971, Ellen was a faithful member of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. She shared a deep love for nature and adventure with Stephen.  
They spent many years hiking the peaks as avid mountain climbers and members of 
the Appalachian Mountain Club.

Ellen is survived by her beloved husband, Stephen, and their son, Matthew Denno.
Her graveside service was held at Puritan Lawn Memorial Park Cemetery & Crematory, 185 Lake Street in Pea-

body, on Monday, September 14th  Arrangements by O’Donnell – Cremations – Funerals – Celebrations, 
Danvers. Condolences at www.odonnellfuneralservice.com.

Ellen E. Denno

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town
Donald A. Clough North Andover, MA Comeau-Berube Funeral Home Haverhill 978-373-5668
David Donald Simard Essex, MA Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-3442
Mary A. Cribbs Gloucester, MA Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Heather A. Goolsby Gloucester, MA Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Mary Ann Flynn Andover, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Bette Comet Beverly Farms, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Sheild M. Lynch North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Joyce (Routhier) Schiappa Methuen, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Robert G. (“Bob”) Hamilton Georgetown, MA Conte-Giamberardino Funeral Home Georgetown 978-352-8700
Carol (Hazeltine) MacKenzie Georgetown, MA Conte-Giamberardino Funeral Home Georgetown 978-352-8700
Rosemary L. “Rose” Dodge Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Michael Edward McGray Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Charles Thomaidis Salem, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Nicholas Ivan Lazarakis Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Janet M. Bergstrom Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Sr. Louann Sciubba, SNDdeN Ipswich, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Stephen Alden Calhoun Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
William T. Burnett Peabody, MA Conway-Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Marcy Hannah Almeida  Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Thomas Rolling Hannon, Jr. Amesbury, MA 

Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services Haverhill 978-374-0000

Gary Stephen Spring Methuen, MA 
Helen (German) Busa Haverhill, MA 
Walter Perly Fossett Methuen, MA 
Donna (White) Wiley Haverhill, MA 
Kenneth Lavin North Andover, MA 
Dennis Mason Salisbury, MA E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home Amesbury 978-388-0430
Sandra “Sandy” Marilyn (King) 
Paul Deerfield, NH H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services Bradford 978-372-9311
Dawn Marie (Viens) Ditomaso Bradford, MA 
Calliope “Callie” Samaras Atkinson, NH H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home & 

Cremation Services Haverhill 978-372-9311Mollie L. Jones Bedford, MA 
Rebecca S. Karampatsos Haverhill, MA 
Denise P. McCarthy Hampton, NH John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381
Donald Mark Worcester Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Eileen P. (Beaupre) Simpson Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Jessica L. (Norton) West Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Cameron Chase Wholley Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
William J. Woods Middleton, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 978-774-0033
Benjamin W. Alhowik, Jr. Hampton, NH Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Charlotte M. Iaing Bernard Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Elisha Perkins “Perk” Gould, Jr. Marblehead, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
Rilda P. Seletz Marblehead, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
Donna A. (Lariviere) Smith Dracut, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
Victor Josue Portillo Barrios Lynn, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
Robert J. Field Salem, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
Alice R. (Ford) Foster Salem, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem 978-744-0497
John E. “Jack” Mitchell Woburn, MA 

O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-
Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600

Francis Lorraine (Capes) Messina Middleton, MA 
Edward August Link North Reading, MA 
Joanne E. (Harding) L’Heureux Gloucester, MA 
Patrick Anderson Peabody, MA 
Virginia H. Ananian Newburyport, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral 

Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323Aurora Geary Newburyport, MA 
Douglas J. Curtis Newbury, MA 
Trudy May Atkinson Seabrook, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Jonathan Thomas Bowden Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Russell Einar Carlson North Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

REACH BEYOND
YOUR TOWN.

HAVE YOUR AD SEEN IN

Come Home to Community Newsadvertise@TheTownCommon.com
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Support local 
journalism.
Join the Publisher's 
Club. See page 8.
Your gift keeps us 
alive to deliver truly 
local news.
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

HELP WANTED

PT customer service position
Perfect for mother's hours
Counter assistance. Mondays & Fridays - 
more hours may be available.
PT delivery help
Perfect for pt college student
No driving necessary - must be able to lift
50+ lbs. Mondays & Fridays,
other days may be needed.
Either position, please email:
ktr1998@hotmail.com
-------------------------------------------------

BIRTHDAYS/Announcements
Happy Birthday Elyse!

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

PERSONALS
Connect with an old friend. Reach out to 
your graduating class. Give advice, invite 
to bingo! Place your ad!

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS

Give a special 
shout-out... promote a 
group.....  4 WEEKS 

FOR $30!   advertise@
thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Each time we 
don't say what 
we want to say, 
we're dying.
 - Yoko Ono

No one is coming
to rescue you. 

HELP WANTED
 The Town Common seeks an accounts manager to 

follow-up on phone calls, e-mails, leads, and reach out to 
local businesses and groups. This is an ultra-flexible job: 
You work where you want, when you want, how you want. 
Start by dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks 
and build up your income with each well-paid commis-
sioned sale. You earn with each new ad campaign or spon-
sorship and continue to earn residuals with each renewal 
you manage. Your income continues to grow uncapped. Of 
course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! The more 
accounts you manage, the more you earn!  Call me: Lonnie 
Brennan - Nights after 7:00 p.m., weekends any time: 
978-609-4183 

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) As 
tensions ease on the home front, you 
can once again focus on changes in 
the workplace. Early difficulties are 
soon worked out. Stability returns as 
adjustments are made.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
new romance tests the unattached 
Bovine’s patience to the limit. But 
Venus still rules the Taurean heart, so 
expect to find yourself trying hard to 
make this relationship work.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It’s 
a good time to consider home-related 
purchases. But shop around carefully 
for the best price, whether it’s a new 
house for the family or a new hose for 
the garden.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
contentious family member seems 
intent on creating problems. Best 
advice: Avoid stepping in until you 
know more about the origins of this 
domestic disagreement.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A 
recent job-related move proves to be 
far more successful than you could’ve 
imagined. Look for continued bene-
ficial fallout. Even your critics have 
something nice to say!

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Ease up and stop driving yourself 
to finish a certain project on a dead-
line that’s no longer realistic. Your 
superiors will be open to requests for 
an extension. Ask for it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) You should soon be hearing some 
positive feedback on a recent busi-
ness move. Meanwhile, an old family 
problem recurs, but this time, you’ll 
know how to handle it better.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Some surprising statements 
shed light on the problem that caused 
a once-warm relationship to cool off. 
Use this newly won knowledge to 
help turn things around.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Your spiritual side 
is especially strong at this time. Let 
yourself be guided by it into deeper 
contemplation of aspects about your-
self that you’d like to understand bet-
ter.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Your merrier aspect con-
tinues to dominate and attract folks 
who rarely see this side of you. Some 
serious new romancing could develop 
out of all this cheeriness.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) You’re always concerned 
about the well-being of others. It’s 
time that you put some of this concern 
into your own health situation, espe-
cially where it involves nutrition.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Just when you thought your life had 
finally stabilized, along comes anoth-
er change that needs to be addressed. 
Someone you trust can help you deal 
with it successfully.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
sixth sense when it comes to finding 
people who need help long before 
they think of asking for it. And you’re 
right there to provide it!

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership
advertise@thetowncommon.com

DELIVERY NOTICE
We deliver to several hundred businesses each week, 

including pizza shops, restaurants, luncheons, 
bookstores, auto repair shops, grocery stores, health 
clubs, hair care, nail care, speciality shops, as well as 

street boxes, police and fire stations, town halls, senior 
centers, community centers, and so many more places. 

If you want to be added to the list, let us know!

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101
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G.A.R. West Newbury Library Book Sale
This week marks the great grand kickoff of 

library book sales through the greater 16-town 
area served by The Town Common.

West Newbury Library Fall Book Sale!  
Twice a year the Friends of the Library hold a 
sale of used adult and children’s books, DVDs, 
etc. at the Old Town Hall Building across 
from the Library (491 Main Street, West 
Newbury). Weds. 9/16, 3-7 PM (West New-
bury residents only night) Thurs. 9/17 & Fri. 
9/18: 10 AM-5 PM, Sat. 9/19, 9 AM -12 PM.

Hang out with Frasier  Every Wednesday 
in September from 4:00-5:00 PM 

Make friends with Frasier, our very mellow 
retired seeing eye dog. He loves stories and 
would like to hear you read to him. Drop by 
and have fun.

Dungeons & Dragons new Quest starts 
Wednesday, Sept. 16 at 4:30 PM.  

Teens & tweens: join our quest! New play-
ers are always welcomed. Play one of our ready 
made characters until you have made one for 
yourself. We can help you through that pro-
cess. All abilities and characters welcomed, this 
is a friendly and laid back game with lots of 
room for creativity. RSVP.

Virtual: Author Heather Wolf Discusses 
Fall Bird Migration - Seas, Skies & Land 

Monday, Sept. 21 from 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
Join Heather Wolf, author of "Find More 

Birds: 111 Surprising Ways to Spot Birds 
Wherever You Are", as she discusses what we 
can look for with Fall migration happening 
right now! Come with your questions because, 

a s  a l w a y s , 
Heather will 
share beauti-
ful pictures but 
we're also keep-
ing plenty of 
time for Q&A. 
We hope you 
can join us for 
another great 
discussion! This 
program will be 
recorded and 
a link will be 
sent to all regis-

trants soon after 
the program. 
This program 
is hosted by the 
Ashland Public 
Library in coor-
dination with 
many other area 
libraries. Spon-
sored in part by 
the Friends of the 
West Newbury 
Library.   ♦

SERVING: Boxford, Byfield, Georgetown & Rowley
Honoring 20 Years Together as One Parish in Faith

Join us as we celebrate the faith, generosity, and spirit of 
community that have strengthened St. Mary Parish over the past 20 years.

Friday, October 16, 2026   6:00 PM
Black Swan Country Club, Georgetown, Massachusetts

Tickets $75 per person or $140 per couple
Friends & Family Table for Eight: $550

PURCHASE TICKETS AT:
https://saintmaryparish.org/2026-parish-gala

Your evening includes:
Passed Hors d'oeuvres, Plated Dinner and Dessert and Dancing

Live music by Chris Desjardin & the Jazz Disciples, a 9-piece band
We look forward to celebrating this special milestone with you!

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH

ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE

TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 

Trailer Repair

LIMITED TIME

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 9/8/2026 and 
subject to change. A minimum balance of $10,000 is required 
to open and obtain the annual percentage yield (APY) for our 
non-IRA CD Special, and for our IRA CD Special the minimum 
balance is $2,000. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals 
from Certificates of Deposit (CDs). Maximum deposit amount is 
$500,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Personal accounts only. 
Salem Five Bank is a Member of the FDIC.

Rake in more from your savings without 
breaking a sweat—or firing up the leaf blower.

Visit any Salem Five branch or salemfive.com/fall 
to get started.

9-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.21%

APY*

15-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.25%

APY*

18-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.30%

APY*

Fall into a great rate with one of our special 
CDs or IRA CDs for a limited time!

Dear Friends of the Village Pancake House
Friends, 
It is with heavy hearts that we announce the 

closing of the beloved Village Pancake House. 
This decision was not made lightly and didn’t 
come easy. 

We would be remiss if we didn’t begin by 
saying thank you posthumously to George 
and Lillian Soffron who had the vision back 
in 1958 to start what became an institution. 
Also, thank you to Peter and his children 
Georgia and Jamie. Without you we would 
never have had this opportunity to continue 
their vision. We hope that as stewards, we car-
ried on your legacy. 

We would also like to thank all our employ-
ees that came through the door through the 
years – full time, part time, one day or for 23 
years. We thank each and every one of our 
patrons who made this possible. Without 
your patronage, loyalty and continued sup-
port, none of this would have been realized. 
It was a pleasure. 

We will especially miss all the families and 
their children. You kept us young and engaged. 
We wish we could continue but time catches 
up to all of us. We are forever grateful. 

So, so long, but not goodbye.
The Sutherby Family 

(Photo: Village Pancake House FaceBook page)


