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Public Works Director Joe Buckley, Mayor Kassandra Gove, Ass. Public Works Director Patrick McDonald and BETA 
engineers Rick Stinson and Isaiah Spencer - Photo provided by the city of Amesbury

From left, Purple Heart recipient Chester Bishop, his wife, Irene, and Steve Bohn
(Photo by Stewart Lytle)

When asked how he was feeling, Malcolm Carnwath gave a thumbs up.
(Photo by Stewart Lytle)

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500978-975-4500

Remind them it's 
been awhile!

Be on the 
FRONT PAGE!

$49

FREEFREE
Share with a 

Friend

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

Amesbury Deploys High-Tech Against Potholes

Georgetown Town Administrator 
Attacks Critics in a Blog
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Recipients

God Is Not Through with 
Newburyport's Malcolm Carnwath

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

AMESBURY – The pothole you hit 
that jolts your jaw and bounces your 
eyes out their sockets has a new enemy. 

The city of Amesbury has brought 
in high-tech resources for the first 
time to map cracks, holes and other 
decaying spots in the city’s 74 miles of 
streets. That map, which is being pro-

ROWLEY – Chester Bishop was 
a gunner’s mate on swift boat river 
patrols in southern Vietnam in Decem-
ber 1968 when he was wounded the 
first time. The Army, short of soldiers, 
patched him up and returned him to 
his boat, where six months later he was 

NEWBURYPORT – Mal-
colm Carnwath was a Realtor and 
a respected historic preservation-
ist with deep roots in his beloved 

GEORGETOWN – Town Admin-
istrator Orlando Pacheco has created a 
blog on the platform SubStack. 

He used one of his first posts to 
attack his critics, which includes this 
newspaper that printed letters from 
former Conservation Commission 
staff members. In last week’s edition, 
three former staff members questioned 
his actions, including firing one with 
little or no cause, shouting at them and 
making them uncomfortable enough 
in what they described as a “toxic envi-

GEORGETOWN – Vacation on 
the part of a town employee appar-
ently scuttled the discussion of 
cancer concerns from last week's Select-
Board's meeting.

Residents had jammed the recent 
Board of Health meeting, concerned 
with high incidents of cancer in 
certain neighborhoods of this town 
They were told the numbers are such 
that the state will be looking into the 
matter, and their concerns will be inves-
tigated. The matter was requested to 
be placed on the SelectBoard's agenda 
by Selectman Mike Donahue but the 
agenda item was surprisingly delayed.

When a resident attempted to 
address the board during the open 
comments section of the meeting, he 
was shut down by acting chair Laura 
Repplier stating that the matter was 
not on the agenda. He was directed to 
the health department. 

We'll report more on this matter. 
PERHAPS UNRELATED: The 

water department cautioned residents 
last fall after exceeding contaminate 
levels for three quarters: "People drink-
ing water containing HAA5 in excess 
of the MCL over many years may have 
an increased risk of getting cancer, and 
young children and pregnant women 
may be more suceptible," they cau-
tioned.

cessed now, will be a written evalua-
tion of the condition of each street, 
including setting priorities for fixing 
them.  

“Streets and sidewalks are a com-
mon ground for residents and busi-
ness owners,” Mayor Kassandra Gove 
said. “It’s the one thing everyone relies 
on, as soon as you step outside your 
door, and it’s what I hear about most.”

injured again by an exploding Clay-
more mine. 

Steve Bohn, a graduate of Salem High 
School, returned to his barracks after a 
long day on guard duty in Afghanistan 
in 2008 with the 101st Airborne when 
a suicide bomber exploded a loaded 
dump truck near him. He woke up in 

Newburyport and Portsmouth. But 
Carnwath probably prefers to be 
thought of more as a Jazz pianist.  

As a long-time member of this city’s 
historical commission, he researched 
historic homes that brought numer-
ous under-appreciated houses to life, 
which helped find new owners and 
allowed existing owners to appreciate 
better the homes they lived in.

These days, Carnwath’s eyes light 
up when his music is mentioned. He 
played New Orleans-style jazz most 
Tuesday nights at Portsmouth’s sto-
ried Press Room jam sessions and has 
deep ties to the regional music com-
munity. 

At least until Saturday night, Nov. 
16, 2024. He was driving home from 

ronment” to leave the town’s employ-
ment.

Calling The Town Common’s report-
ing on the town’s Conservation Com-
mission (ConCom) “obsessive and 
creepy,” Pacheco complained, “I don’t 
want to let the lies get in the way of a 
good story but there are a few clarifica-
tions that need to be stated.”

In his almost 1,700-word blog, he 
criticized a recent article by Lonnie 
Brennan, a Georgetown resident and 
publisher, who gave an update on the 
hot topic of the invasive weeds that are 
often criticized by readers for being 
allowed to choke Pentucket pond – 
the pond has also been in the news for 
the Town Administrator’s error in not 
ordering the right docks, despite being 
cautioned twice prior to placing the 

The new survey by the BETA 
Group for $31,500, funded from the 
city’s Chapter 90 state allocation, will 
be followed by an artificial intelligence 
(AI) and human evaluation that will 
produce a priority list of repairs for 
cracks, potholes, seals, patches and 
pavement oxidation. 

Cameras and sensors, mounted on 
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NEWBURY − Chief David Evans 
reports that the Newbury Fire Depart-
ment responded to two service calls 
within an hour on Saturday.

On Saturday, Aug. 8, at approxi-
mately 10:58 a.m., the Newbury Fire 
Department responded to the scene of 
a bicycle crash at the corner of Cole-
man Road and Elm Street.

Upon arrival, crews found a bicy-

clist, who was participating in a bike 
race passing through town, had struck 
the guard rail and was tossed from their 
bike and into the woods. Due to the 
nature of the bicyclist’s injuries, crews 
requested MedFlight transport.

The bicyclist was transported to 
Anna Jaques Hospital from a landing 
zone at Manter Field on Central Street. 

Elm Street was temporarily closed 
while crews extracted the bicyclist from 
the woods.

At approximately 11:15 a.m., New-
bury Fire Department responded to a 
call to assist Massachusetts State Police 
with a medical emergency on Inter-
state 95 northbound at exit 81.

by Lonnie Brennan
REGIONAL − The town of Tops-

field received $46,200 for a rail trail 
maintenance shed. 

Topsfield was one of 65 municipal-
ities that received a portion of $8.6 
million in taxpayer money distributed 
through the recent MassTrails Grants 
program managed by the state.

Boxford received $233,760 of tax-
payer funds for the "design of the 
Border to Boston Rail Trail (1.5 
miles)." With prior tax funds received 
through the Mass. Dept. of Transpor-
tation, Boxford should have enough to 
"develop (their) design to 75%," then 

Newbury Fire requested George-
town and Atlantic Ambulances to 
assist with the call from State Police 
while they responded to the Elm Street 
call.

Georgetown Ambulance transported 
the patient to Anna Jaques Hospital.

While the Elm Street bicyclist was in 
transport, an engine and ambulance 
from Newbury Fire were diverted to 
I-95 to assist Georgetown Ambulance. 

Newbury Police Department assisted 
with traffic management and accident 
investigation at Elm Street.

Rowley Fire Department provided 
assistance establishing the MedFlight 
landing zone.   ♦

apply for more funds.  
Georgetown is slated to receive 

$408,838.21 in this round of funding 
for "Design/Engineering/Permitting/
Title work and right-of-way work, 
including potential takings" of resi-
dents' lands to construct the trail.

Similarly, Newbury is slated to receive 
$455,619.97 in taxpaper funds for 
Design/Engineering/Permitting/Title 
work and right-of-way work, includ-
ing potential takings."

Much controversy remains along the 
trail as regards the forced government 
taking of lands from landowners, and 
issues with titles on various lands. ♦

Continued from page 1
CARNWATH LIVES

photographing ships in Portsmouth 
Harbor, his friend Donn Pollard said. 
Nazayah Carrasquillo, who was driv-
ing an Amazon delivery truck in the 
opposite direction “fell asleep at the 
wheel, crossed the center line and 
struck (Carnwath’s) vehicle head-on 
at a combined speed approaching 
100 (miles per hour) according to 
court filings.

The Portsmouth first responders 
had to use the jaws of life to extract 
him from a crash that caused “cat-
astrophic, life-altering injuries,” 
according to court records. His heart 
stopped beating for at least 12 min-
utes. 

He should have perished in the 
crash, Marc Breakstone, one of his 
attorneys, a partner at Breakstone, 
White & Gluck, told the Boston 
Globe.

“And yet he lived!” wrote friend 
Jerry Mullins. “God was not done 
with him.”

Carnwath, 78, was rushed to Ports-
mouth Regional Hospital. Over 
the next six months, he required 24 
surgeries to repair damaged organs 
including his brain and had his left leg 
amputated below the knee, according 
to several friends and court records. 
His left arm is paralyzed. He breathes 
through a tracheostomy in his throat 
and communicates on a keyboard 
linked to a computer.

“I firmly believe if it wasn't for 
the prayer warriors at the Old South 
Church, and the encouragement of 
his frequent visitors from the church 
and from his music community, he 
would have passed away soon after 
the accident” Mullins wrote.

A Middlesex jury last month 
awarded Carnwath and his attorneys 
a judgement of $56 million, report-
edly the largest judgement against 
Amazon and its partner, Agora Logis-
tics, a Boxford-based Amazon Deliv-
ery Service Partner that operates last-
mile delivery routes.

A patient at the Whittier Rehabil-

itation Hospital in Haverhill, Carn-
wath was a blues and hard bop piano 
player, who worked with a number 
of well-known musicians, including 
Tom Rush and Muddy Waters. He 
had his own band, cleverly named 
Little Malcolm and the Mal-Fun-
Shuns.

Friends and family members hosted 
a benefit concert with several perform-
ers last year at the church where he 
was a long-time member, contributor 
to its musical program and where he 
has a large number of friends, includ-
ing Pollard and Mullin.

“When I walked in the Old South 
Church and saw Malcolm there, it 
was like coming home,” Pollard said. 

Carnwath came to his benefit con-
cert accompanied by two nurses. 
During the concert, his oxygen ran 
out, causing a stir, friends said.

“To me, Malcolm was two things – 
a musician and a historical preserva-
tionist,” Pollard said. 

Appointed to the city’s histori-
cal commission in 2013, Carnwath 
enjoyed researching area homes. He 
was mentored by the late-Prudence 
Fish in historical architectural styles 
at Dick Carlson’s real estate firm. His 
research was lauded by many home-
owners who appreciated his insights 
into the history of their homes. 

Wrote one fan about a home on 
Strong Street: “I hope that what I 
have relayed should establish the 
label, ‘historically significant’, enough 
that not just the Historical Com-
mission should designate it such but 
the present owners understand the 
gem they possess and rehabilitate the 
home rather than demolish it.”

Due to his extensive injuries, it is 
unlikely Carnwath will be able to live 
independently. His friends lobbied to 
have his rehabilitation care at Whit-
tier, close enough for his friends to 
visit. With the judgment from Ama-
zon, he may be able to buy a larger 
home in Newburyport where he 
could have the needed round-the-
clock care. Or he may choose to live 
in a nursing home.  ♦

Newbury Fire Department Responds to Multiple 
Service Calls Within an Hour

Boxford, Georgetown Topsfield, 
Newbury, Rail Trails, 'Potential 

[Land] Takings, Grants ...
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by Julianne DeSantis
At just 27 years old, North Shore local celebrity Token (Ben 

Goldberg) has become one of Massachusetts' most recognizable 
names in hip-hop. From Marblehead and Salem, the rapper first 
gained national attention through his viral freestyle performances 
and rapid-fire lyricism before building a dedicated 
worldwide fan base, since 12 years old.

Now, as he prepares for the release of his fourth 
studio album, Token continues to prove that his 
career is only gaining momentum. Known not 
only for his musical talent but also as a commu-
nity supporter, the North Shore artist has evolved 
from a local standout into a respected figure in the 
rap industry. His collaborations, performances, and 
millions of online views have helped cement his 
place in the hip-hop community while introducing 
his music to mainstream audiences.

With his relentless work ethic and growing 
national recognition, Token is quickly becoming a 
household name. For many across the North Shore, 

his success is a reminder that hometown talent can make it big 
on the global stage while continuing to represent the community 
where it all began. He also shared the spotlight with local artists 
who performed at his listening party. 

Token's fourth album release party (called "I'm Leaving Soon"), 

featured him on a set that replicated his recently passed father's 
room. He celebrated the new album with this listening event with 
family and friends at Mary Jane Lee Park in Salem.  

Check out Token and his tour at :
    www.NeverTooDifferent.com♦

North Shore's Token Continues Rise as Hip-Hop Star

ARTS, PERFORMANCES, HISTORY

The 'Room' set up at the park.hThe 'Room' set up at thh parkk

Faith Hiotes, Jax (the dog) Token, and  Julianne  DeSantis

LOCAL HAPPENINGS
WED. AUGUST 12

Hampton Beach
Fireworks at dark.

Rowley
 6:30PM: Music! , Rowley Library. Bring a blanket 

or chair and relax on their beautiful front lawn while 
enjoying great local musicians. Free frozen treats will 
be provided. In case of inclement weather, the events 
will be held indoors at the library, 141 Main St.

Salisbury
Christian Concert Series 6:30 - 9PM Oceanfront 

Stage - free.

THURS, AUGUST 13
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Bandstand Every Thurs-
day,  6:30pm-8pm. *All shows are "Shine Only." Rain 
dates August 20th and Aug 27th.

FRI, AUGUST 14
Salisbury

Friday Night Beach Parties w/ Ralphie B (Rock & 
Roll Oldies) 

Boston
Tano Jones - See Display ad to right.

SAT, AUGUST 15
Salisbury

Free Saturday Night Concerts on the Oceanfront 
Stage    FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM

Boston
Tano Jones - See Display ad to right.

Continued on page 4
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Photos provided by Tim Ruh, Trustee - Affordable Housing Trust  

by Kay Lee 
Ogden

The Georgetown 
Affordable Hous-
ing Trust was estab-
lished in 2009 for 
the preservation and 
creation of afford-
able housing in the 

Town. Kathy Sacks, a former select-
man, was one of the founders to 
establish the town committee for this 
program. 

The Trust has recently completed 
renovations on a three-bedroom 
house located at 79 Andover Street 
and is selling this house to a family 
that meet certain income and asset 
thresholds through a lottery process. 
Interested parties should contact the 
Trust for an application.

79 Andover street, Georgetown, 
MA

Single-Family Home, 3 bed, 1 1/2 b
1,560 s.f. - Sale Price $280,700 K
The Trust has also initiated a new 

real estate tax support program to 
help homeowners that meet certain 
income and asset limitations pay 
$500 of their real estate bills. [Out 

of the estimated 420 households in 
town that may be eligible for the pro-
gram, approximately 30 households 
will be granted the $500 support, as 
the Trust has estimated a budget of 
$15,000 for this program year].

Income Limits:
1-person $74,7800; 2-person 

$85,450; 3-person $96,150; 4-per-
son $106,800; 5-person $115,350, 
etc. The family household asset limit 
is $75,00 for a single, $150,000 for a 
couple, and $250,000 for applicants 
over the age of 65. Other restrictions 
apply.

Applications for both programs can 
be secured from the Affordable Hous-
ing Coordinator Dianna Twomey 
978.234.5060 Dtwomey@george-
townma.gov. 

The Trust is funded by annual 
grants from the Town through the 
Community Preservation Act [an 
additional tax imposed on each prop-
erty owner in town] and through 
developer fees on certain new hous-
ing projects.

The current Trustees are Tim Ruh, 
Chair, David Surface, Laura Repplier, 
Ellie Sinkiewicz, and Liz Loewen. ♦

Georgetown Affordable Housing Trust

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH

ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE

TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 

Trailer Repair

Continued from page 1

AMESBURY POTHOLES

vehicles, collected the roadway data. 
That information is being analyzed by 
AI to identify defects, measure road 
damage and help the city decide when 
issues should be addressed.

In fiscal year 2027, Amesbury’s 
Chapter 90 apportionment is 
$677,509.41, like most towns and 
cities, not nearly enough to meet the 
demand for repaired streets and side-
walks, said William Donahue, the 
city’s communications director.

Continued from page 1

ROWLEY PURPLE HEARTS

the hospital in Germany and later was 
transferred to the old Walter Reed Hos-
pital in Washington, D.C. where doc-
tors repaired his bladder and intestines 
and did three surgeries on his spine. 

Last week, the Rowley Veterans 
Committee honored Bishop and Bohn 
and all area Purple Heart recipients at 
the Star Garden in front of the Rowley 
Town Hall. Bishop received two Purple 
Hearts for his wounds. 

The Purple Heart, the nation’s old-
est medal, was first awarded by Gen. 
George Washington. Rowley is desig-
nated as a Purple Heart Community. 

Bishop served after Vietnam in the 
Massachusetts State Police, while Bohn 
volunteered for the Wounded War-
rior Project and now is the Veterans 
Service Officer for seven North Shore 
towns, Essex, Georgetown, Hamilton, 
Ipswich, Newbury, Rowley and West 
Newbury.  

Also honored were area residents who 
are deceased. Marine Corps Gunnery 
Sgt Nick George was awarded three 
Purple Hearts for injuries sustained 
during the Korean War, and Army 
Ranger Nick Ford, who used his body 
to shield a fellow soldier from a grenade 
attack in Afghanistan.

George lost a leg from his injuries, 
but went back through Ranger Assess-
ment and Selection, was assigned to a 
Ranger Battalion and led troops as a 
squad leader on a prosthetic leg. He 
was the only amputee to ever serve in 
the 75th Ranger Regiment, leading 
nine combat deployments.

“The stories of valor are many and 
varied, but they all have one thing 
in common: these soldiers had each 
other's backs while fighting for our 
nation,” wrote state Rep. Kristin Kass-
ner. “Their dedication and their will-
ingness to sacrifice for each other is 
beyond inspiring; we can all learn from 
them.”   ♦

SUN AUGUST 16
Georgetown

Free Concert. 5- 7 pm,  American 
Legion Park. Great time. Food avail-
able for sale.  Bring a blanket or a chair.  
Come meet friends old and new!

TUES, AUGUST 18
Ipswich

Downtown Tuesday, 6-8 pm, Free 
TakeOut Terrace Truss & Stage

------------------------------------------
Send your event to:

editor@TheTownCommon.com
------------------------------------------

EVENTS
continued from page 3
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD 

Notice is given that the Planning Board shall hold a Public Hearing in accordance 
with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A, Section 11, and the 
provisions of Article VII Open Space Residential Development §165-47 to §165-
59 and Article XIII – Special Permits and Site Plan Review, as further provided 
in §165-83 of the Town of Georgetown Zoning Bylaws and Ch. 57 Erosion and 
Stormwater Control. The Public Hearing will be for an OSRD Special Permit, a 
Stormwater Permit and Site Plan Approval to create more than ten dwellings at One 
Lull Street, Town Assessor’s Map 17, Lot 86 in Zoning District RB.  

This public hearing shall be held remotely on Wednesday, 19 AUGUST 2026 
at 7:20 P.M., in accordance with the Executive Order waiving certain provisions of 
M.G.L. c. 30A, sec. 20, which was extended to JUNE 30, 2027.  Interested persons are 
invited to participate in the above-cited hearing, via computer, tablet, smartphone by 
connecting to the following: 

Zoom:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87439828747   Meeting ID: 87439 828747 
Passcode: 169406   

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 19 
AUGUST 2026 meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of Georgetown 
website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting will be 
broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV. Video recordings of this 
meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.
georgetowma.gov by choosing Cable TV option. Full and complete copies of the above-
cited Site Plan application, together with the associated Plans, are available upon request 
by emailing the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.gov  or by clicking here:   

https://georgetownma.gov/government/boards___commissions/planning_board/
current_projects.php#outer-5363 

Any person interested in being heard on this application needs to appear at the time 
and place designated, herein. Please note that written correspondence will be accepted 
and read into the record of the hearing if it were received before Noon on the day of the 
hearing.  Persons needing special accommodations may send an eMail to FOConnor@
GeorgetownMA.gov

Frank O’Connor, Jr. 
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                            7/29, 8/5         

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after August 20, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2003 Acura MDX VIN 2HNYD18893H517606
2010 Honda Odyssey VIN 5FNRL3H27AB059927
2003 Honda Element VIN 5J6YH28563L010651
2014 Jeep Patriot VIN 1C4NJPBA4ED714764
2016 Jeep Patriot VIN 1C4NJRBB6GD782801
2012 Lexus IS VIN JTHBF5C22C5177320
2006 Nissan Altima VIUN 1N4AL11D16N460188
2002 Nissan Xterra VIN 5N1ED28Y22C511979
2001 Toyota Sienna VIN 4T3ZF13C41U333252
2000 Toyota Corolla VIN 2T1BR18E0YC350119
2007 Toyota Prius VIN JTDKB20U873229634
2003 Toyota 4Runner VIN JTEBT17R030002602
2012 Toyota Highlander VIN 5TDBK3EH9CS151553
2007 Toyota Sienna VIN 5TDZK23C87S096146
2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW1K7AJXCM346764
2013 Infiniti JX35 VIN 5N1AL0MM7DC323728
2007 Toyota Prius VIN JTDKB20U977616847
2010 Audi A4 VIN WAUFFAFL0AN020654
2019 Chevrolet Equinox VIN 2GNAXTEVXK6169580
2008 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFA15538H500163
2007 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCM66557A099735
2021 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VWC57BU0MM057774
2009 Honda Civic VIN 19XFA16559E009233
2020 Mercedes Benz GLE Class VIN 4JGFB4KB3LA095111
2014 Nissan Altima VIN 1N4AL3AP7EC27447
2015 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BSALC6F3257469
Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                            7/29, 8/5, (8/12)

REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

I usually don't brag about 

going to expensive places, but I 

just left a gas station.

Continued from page 1
CONCOM AGAIN

order. 
He was told by Parks and Recreation 

Commission Chair Mike Donahue, 
and once by the Highway Surveyor 
Peter Durkee, who noted the tremen-
dous square foot difference between 
the old docks and the proposed new 
docks. (Durkee uses his heavy equip-
ment to move the docks each spring 
and fall, making him familiar with 
their size and conditions.)

Pacheco focused most of his criti-
cism on Michele Grenier, the conser-
vation agent he fired in March. He 
blamed her for not acting in December 
on a proposal by Solitude Lake Man-
agement, a vendor, to rid the ponds 
of weeds. The town has an on-going 
agreement with Solitude to clear the 
weeds when asked. It was not likely to 
clear the weeds in the middle of win-
ter, and by March Grenier was no lon-
ger employed by the town.

With no written warnings, Pacheco 
fired Grenier by email on a Friday 
(when town hall was closed), telling 
her there would be an investigation the 
following week, but none occurred, 
according to Grenier. He accused her 
for allegedly hiding a Zoom record-
ing of a postponed ConCom meeting 
and for her saying he should do his job 
when he did not distribute computer 
software to the staff. 

Pacheco denied he fired her for crit-
icizing his job performance, forgetting 
that he wrote in her termination letter 
that it was one of two reasons he fired 
her. After firing her, and despite pre-
viously assuring Donahue in an email 
that the pond weed issue was being 
taken care of, he did not take care of 
the weeds, thus the renewed com-
plaints about this safety hazard.

The administrator also accused 
Genier, who is preparing to sue the 
town for wrongful termination and 
discrimination, of committing fraud. 
He wrote that she was reprimanded by 
the town in open session, but did not 
disclose what the fraud was. He may 
have been referring to the $64 in mile-
age reimbursement she was paid.

When Grenier was without her driv-
er’s license for a few months, she asked 
then ConCom chair Chris Candia, a 
volunteer, to drive her to visit prop-
erties that the ConCom was asked to 
permit. This is a critical duty of the 
conservation agent.

Grenier turned in mileage requests 
to the town and paid the small reim-
bursement to Candia. Later when 
questioned, Grenier apologized and 
reimbursed the town from her per-
sonal funds. No charges were brought 
against her, because she essentially 
hired someone to drive her, and paid 
that person with her reimbursement.

He claimed he has the power to fire 
Grenier, without warning, and had 

pre-arranged a special legal opinion 
on the matter from a law firm of his 
choosing, but not KPLaw, the town’s 
regular counsel. 

Pacheco, who also is the town’s 
human resources officer, personnel 
director and the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act (ADA) director, claimed 
that Grenier lied about having a dis-
ability or filing a doctor’s letter con-
firming it. 

“So now apparently, she was dis-
abled and provided evidence of it, and 
we removed it from her personnel file. 
You can’t make this up,” he wrote sar-
castically. “This person has never dis-
closed a disability to the Town and 
furthermore if she did where was the 
workplace accommodation request 
with it? What exactly was the disabil-
ity?” Pacheco wrote. 

“There must also be some record 
from her transmitting the sensitive 
medical information to the Town. It’s 
not exactly the type of thing you just 
leave on a desk; it’s a formal process. 
Let’s see the receipts!”

Grenier said she handed the doctor’s 
letter to Maureen Shultz, the adminis-
trator’s assistant, for filing, an act that 
was witnessed. According to Grenier 
and the witnesses, she stamped the let-
ter ‘received’ and on what date.

Pacheco also took a potshot at Gre-
nier for writing a mystery novel, A 
Lover’s Lie. “Has anyone read her book 
yet? It’s got 1 rating (meaning a review) 
but it’s a 5-star rating. I wonder who it 
was from. I’ll give you one guess, and it 
wasn’t me. She was so disabled she had 
no issues writing a mystery novel. Got 
it!” wrote the town’s ADA director 

Finally, he repeated his accusation 
against 17-year conservation agent 

Steve Prysjemski of committing pay-
roll fraud. The Town Common has 
reported extensively on Prysjemski’s 
leaving his office and the reasons. An 
investigation by the state Inspector 
General concluded there was no payroll 
fraud. The newspaper has also reported 
several times about the $10,000 inves-
tigation by the private detective firm, 
the Stirm Group, whose report was dis-
missed by the SelectBoard as being “a 
waste of town funds.”

Since 2018, the accusations of pay-
roll fraud against the ConCom has 
been investigated three or four times, 
including by the town’s counsel, as well 
as the state Inspector General and the 
Stirm Group.

In his current blog, Pacheco com-
plained that the investigations failed 
because Prysjemski had not assisted the 
town in its investigation of the alleged 
payroll fraud by not turning over his 
emails.  

Pacheco also claimed The Town 
Common had not reported on the agent 
being out of Town Hall to take site 
walks on properties being regulated 
by the ConCom. His direct supervi-
sor, 20-plus year ConCom chair Carl 
Shreder, was quoted in the newspaper 
as saying Prysjemski was encouraged to 
be out of the office surveying proper-
ties under consideration for town per-
mits. Shreder said Prysjemski often 
worked far more than the hours he was 
paid for. 

Prysjemski was often criticized for 
returning to Town Hall with clothes 
that he got muddied crawling around 
sites. At each ConCom meeting the 
agent reported the findings of his site 
visits to the full commission, which 
never found them lacking.  ♦

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town
Dr Patrick R. Curran Plaistow, NH CR Lyons & Sons Danvers
Eileen M. Connolly Beverly Campbell Funeral Home Beverly
Robert Bruce Benson Ipswich Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 
Judith M. McKown Gloucester Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester
Joanne E. Smarrella

Peabody Conway Cahill-Brodeur 
Funeral Home Peabody

Mary E. Vaillancourt 
Loretta M. Delpero 
Nancy Claire Lalikos 
John Bernard Diamond North Reading
Robert Clayton Faulkner Haverhill Driscoll Funeral Home Haverhill
Dennis O. Getz Deerfield, NH H.L. Farmer Funeral Home Bradford 
Americo J. Sapienza Peabody Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 
Beatrice M. Kagan Lawrence Murphy Funeral Home Salem, MA 
Julia F. (Hammond) 
Preczewski Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-

Funerals-Celebrations Salem 

Patricia I. Queene Merrimac Paul C. Rogers & Sons Merrimac
Kimberly A. Souther Seabrook, NH Remick & Gendro Hampton 
Scott J. Merchant Salisbury Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte 

Funeral Home Newburyport Gregory Scott Clarkson Newburyport

GEORGETOWN − In an e-mail 
to the town, Alan Aulson (Great Rock 
Farm, Goats-to-Go, ...) has offered 
to help restore the Community 
Gardens on Andover Street to their 
prior splendor.

With the majority of the garden plots 
abandoned and overgrown, extensive 
cleanup is needed. 

Aulson will present his thoughts on 
restoration at the upcoming August 
20th ConCom meeting. He seeks 
to  protect gardens that are active and 
in stellar shape (shout-out to David 
Abbott for example), while restoring the 
remaining field area to it's prior splen-
dor for new gardeners. The ConCom 
meeting begins at 7PM on the 20th.

Aulson Offers Cleanup/Plowing
of Community Gardens
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The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

HOUSE WANTED

Wanted:  A house in 
Georgetown, fair price. 

Condition not important. 
Land a plus but not necessary. 

Cash purchase. 
Contact Alan Aulson, Sr (508)451-1987

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

HAY FOR SALE
Horse Quality Hay 

Buy direct from the Farm!  
Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
508 982 0635

HELP WANTED

PT customer service position
Perfect for mother's hours
Counter assistance. Mondays & Fridays - 
more hours may be available.
PT delivery help
Perfect for pt college student
No driving necessary - must be able to lift
50+ lbs. Mondays & Fridays,
other days may be needed.
Either position, please email:
ktr1998@hotmail.com
-------------------------------------------------

Commissioned Ad Sales
Greater Newburyport Area

A fun job where your
efforts determine your earnings.

Lonnie Brennan: editor@
TheTownCommon.com

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

PERSONALS
Connect with an old friend. Reach out to 
your graduating class. Give advice, invite 
to bingo! Place your ad!

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS
Give a special shout-out... promote 
a group.....  4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

The weather service just published 
instructions on how to bake a 

lasagna in your mailbox.

Hard to ignore this little box.
Imagine if your classified ad was 
here?

HELP WANTED
 The Town Common seeks an accounts manager to follow-up phone 

calls, e-mails, leads, and reach out to local businesses and groups. This 
is an ultra-flexible job: You work where you want, when you want, how 
you want. Start by dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks 
and build up your income with each well-paid commissioned sale. You 
earn with each new ad campaign or sponsorship and continue to earn 
residuals with each renewal you manage. Your income continues to 
grow uncapped. Of course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! 
The more accounts you manage, the more you earn!  Call me: Lonnie 
Brennan - Nights after 7:00 p.m., weekends any time: 978-609-4183 

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You 
face the possibility of raising your 
relationship to another level. How-
ever, your partner might demand that 
you make promises that you’re not 
sure you’re ready for.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As 
changes continue, expect things to get 
a little more hectic at your workplace. 
An unexpected travel opportunity 
could open up new career prospects!

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Con-
front the person who caused your hurt 
feelings and demand a full explana-
tion for their actions. You’ll not only 
recover your self-esteem, but you’ll 
also gain the respect of others.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
personal problem in the workplace 
is compounded by someone’s biased 
interference. Stand your ground, 
and you’ll soon find allies gathering 
around you.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You 
don’t accept disapproval easily. But 
instead of hiding out in your den to 
lick your wounded pride, turn the crit-
icism into a valuable lesson for future 
use.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) A former friend who you thought 
you’d cut out of your life is still affect-
ing other relationships. Counter their 
lies with the truth. Your friends are 
ready to listen.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) What appears to be an unfair sit-
uation might simply be the result of 
a misunderstanding. If you feel that 
something is out of balance, by all 
means, correct it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) A stalled relationship won’t 
budge until you make the first move. 
Your partner offers a surprising expla-
nation about what got it mired down 
in the first place.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) A co-worker shares 
some startling news, but before you 
use it to your advantage, make sure 
that it’s true. Meanhilwe, the weekend 
favors family matters.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Your usual conservative 
approach to family situations might 
not work at this time. Keep an open 
mind about developments, and you 
might be pleasantly surprised.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Plans might have to be put 
on hold because of a family mem-
ber’s problems. Don’t hesitate to get 
involved. Your help could make all the 
difference.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Relationships in the home and in the 
workplace need your careful atten-
tion during this period. Be careful not 
to allow misunderstandings to create 
problems.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
keen, insightful intellect and enjoy 
debating your views with others who 
disagree with you. You also love to 
solve puzzles — the harder, the better.

© 2026 King Features Synd., Inc.

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer
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Great job. 
Looks good!

Keep up the 
good work!

Amazing 

No safety
concerns!

You Spoke.

We Listened.

The Mello Transfer Station 
Survey Results Are In
The Mello team is thankful to hear from the hundreds of
area residents and regional customers alike that responded.

If you can’t bring your materials to us,  

 15-, 20-, and 30-yard containers  

for all your clean-up or construction needs. 

For more information, call 978-352-8581  
or visit us at mellodisposal.com for more information. 

Such an improvement! 
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0%%

0%%

0%%

0%%

0%%

0%%

0%%0%%

0%%

96%% 4%%

83%% 15%%
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Clean, organized, and easy 

Always cheerful and happy to assist.

Super easy! 

Well marked and easy to manage. 

to understand.

Love the setup for plastic and paper.

pickup for sharp objects.

Thank you, G. Mello!

As part of our ongoing commitment to serving you better, 
we asked customers to share their feedback on our new facility 
at 20 Carleton Drive in Georgetown, MA. We’re proud of our 
exceptional ratings and are pleased to share a few highlights 
on how well we have achieved the following goals:

Love the  
new location!


