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Joey Gustafson

Troubled Charter School Hires

Interim Director

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

REGIONAL - The River Valley
Charter School (RVCS) trustees last
week handed the reins of the school
to education administration veteran
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Joey Gustafson to be the interim exec-
utive director in hopes she can calm
the troubled waters the kindergarten
to eighth grade, regional school has
been swimming in for the last several
months.

Gustafson, who replaces Karen
Kuse, the former executive direc-
tor, has a diverse educational career
that includes extensive experience
in school management and strategic
planning. She has run an education

consulting firm for almost a quarter
Continued on page 4

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT - PAGE 2

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

NEWBURY - Flags are NOT
banned on Plum Island.

The controversy in advance of the
250th Anniversary of Independence
Day erupted on this small island last
week when the town sent a notice to
three residents reminding them of
their responsibilities under an agree-
ment to protect shore birds.

Town Administrator Tracy Blais
clarified the town’s position that was

American Flags Fly Proudly on Plum Island

Flags on Plum Island Are OK Despite the Media Flap

misunderstood and exploded out
of proportion. Conservation Agent
Mason Ferrick sent a letter at the
request of the state to remind the resi-
dents who are under agreement not to
do anything to harm birds, including
putting up Mylar streamers.

In 2009, the town of Newbury and
these property owners received federal
funds to replace sand that had washed
out to sea, threatening 28 homes from
falling into the sea. In exchange for
the sand, Newbury agreed to under-

take a beach management plan rela-
tive to the protection of endangered
species.

The town’s letter to residents
was described by Blais as a “gente
reminder of the laws and obligations
of the Town and homeowners with
respect to endangered species.”

“This notice has absolutely nothing
to do with American flags or patrio-
tism. It is only a reminder of the state
and federal laws with regard to pro-

tection of shore birds,” Blais said.
Continued on page 3

‘Exit Interview’ of a Firebrand:
Conservation Commissioner Rachel Therrien

GEORGETOWN - The Select-
Board voted last month not to reap-
point Rachel Therrien, the Chair,
Vice Chair and long-time member of
the Conservation Commission (Con-
Com). She was not invited to speak
to the board to advocate for her reap-
pointment, which she wanted to do.

Chair Doug Dawes said it was “my
call” not to let Therrien speak because
he did not want “controversy.”

With the exception of Therrien,
none of the appointees to boards and
commissions attended the Select-
Board’s meeting. In the past, all
appointees have been invited to share
their qualifications and interests with
the board and the public, much like
interviewing for a job although all are
volunteers. Dawes chose to end that
tradition.

The Town Common felt Therrien
should have a public “exit interview,”
so the residents of Georgetown and
the SelectBoard could hear her views
on the future of the ConCom and its

Part One

Long-serving Conservation Commissioner
Rachel Therrien

independent enforcement of town
regulation of the local bylaw; state wet-
lands and endangered species laws.
She also shares her perspective on
the constant attacks against the Con-
Com, which have occurred under four

Long-Serving

consecutive SelectBoard chairs. Two of
these former SelectBoard chairs now
serve on the ConCom, a board, which
the SelectBoard has sought to control.

In the first of three parts, former
Chair Rachel Therrien, who has been
on the inside of town government for
more than a decade, shares with Stew-
art Lytle, senior reporter, and the pub-
lic some of what goes on behind closed
doors.

Why did you want to be re-ap-
pointed and continue to serve on
the Conservation Commission? |
have devoted myself to the commis-
sion for 14 years. It is a passion of
mine, my way of giving back to the
community and protect our environ-
ment and drinking water by uphold-
ing the town’s Conservation Bylaw.

What aspects of your tenure on
the Commission did you enjoy the
most? The most important thing was
making connections in the commu-
nity and having residents feel com-

Continued on page 5
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PLUM ERROR
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“Specifically, the Town of Newbury
has not said and would never claim
that American flags are prohibited
from display at any home.”

“The notice does not apply to any
other residents of the Town of New-
bury. The Town will endeavor to issue
more clearly written notices in the

future,” she said. ¢

FREE MINI
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Elaine Fiasconaro of Georgetown, and Linda Morgan of Revere (Photos by Kay Lee Ogden)

Local Business Spotlight: Emporium on West Main

by Kay Lee Ogden
This will be a series of local businesses
to encourage customers to shop local and
make people aware of the services and tal-
ents that we have surrounding us! Please
shop local!
This week's business spotlight: We
are welcoming the new "Emporium at
West Main" owned, and operated by two
retired educators: Elaine Fiasconaro, at 77 years of age of
Georgetown, and Linda Morgan, age 73, of Revere. Both
ladies are retired educators from Lynn.
Emporium at West Main is located at: 37 West Main
Street Suite 1, in the Eagle Building.
Summer hours: Wed - Sun 10 am - 6 pm Mon/Tues closed
Phone: 978.992.7010, 781.710.8411 or 617.797.5229
They take pride in shopping and finding phenomenal and
affordable items for their exclusive shop! Two very young,
minded, senior ladies, bringing together vintage, and new
items, that they call: "affordable retail, you can purchase a
gift, and feel good, that you didn't have to crack your piggy
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bank to do so!" and you'll find many items extremely rea-
sonable items, and they offer free gift wrapping!!!

B ROWNQS Flaine retired in

2006 and Linda
Seabrook

retired in 2021,
from their various

Lobster Pound
‘A New England Favorite Since 1950

teaching positions.
Boiled Lobster * Steamed Clams

Linda still tutors
occasionally. They

Fried & Baked Seafood * Sandwiches
Open Every Day from

to make it easier to get a copy.

wanted to take a
life opportunity,
and follow their
dreams, and ven-

Apr 1st-Nov 1501 Route 286, Seabrook Beach, NIl (af] Ahead | ture off into the
en Fri, Sat, Sun & Holidays retail world!
i G()3-A474-3331  Takegw | raivold

moved to George-
town in 1996,
started traveling
with her husband
George Peter Fias-
conaro, a recipi-
ent of the Purple
Heart, in 1996.
He was in the Viet-
nam conflict, and
wounded in com-
bat, and was in the
army infantry in
1968 during the
"tet" offensive!
They searched
everywhere for vin-
tage items, that
now they own, and
gave her the idea of
"the Emporium at
West Main." Linda
and Elaine want
to be inspirational
to other seniors,
rather than sitting
on the couch, eat-

TIDE CHART
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JAY'S PAINTING ¢ INTERIOR SPECIALISTS

36 YEARS EXPERIENCE W/ REFERENCES
NEAT, CLEAN & RELIABLE! &
LOCAL * FREE ESTIMATES ,@e\-\"‘

078-314-0140 {3

The Emporium has a wide selection of gifts, clothes, antiques,
collectibles, and unique bargains.

ing bon-bons, there is more of life to live. They love meeting
new people, enjoying all kinds of conversations, and they
are excited using their creative senses, having fun, and bring-
ing a new concept of shopping to fruition.

They walked into there new place and looked at four
black slatwalls, they had to brainstorm to design their new
home! One day, a gentleman walked by looking for a den-
tist's office, his name was Paul Konish, from Rowley, and
he almost immediately volunteered to help these damsels!

A big hug of gratitude goes out to him! " A new start up
business," takes a village, and also a special appreciation of
kindness goes out to the following: Jay Esposito, of Revere,
Lynda Persico, and my very loving daughter Mary Mitch-
ell, and many others!

Our products are distinctive, unconventional, some items
are: aged plates, glassware, wall art, home decor, pet items,
a large assortment of children's toys, games, new and gendy
used clothing, as well as a men's section, and very intrigu-
ing books. They also offer, locally made jams and jellies, as
well as special inimitable, handmade item by a local artisan!

Browsing the store, I find small pieces of furniture, chairs,
tables, garden decor, fun signage, and many cast-iron cook-
ware, and wall hooks.

Having one-of-a-kind items, Japanese Bunka, distinctive,
very collectable, tobacciana, silk collection of athletes, from
the early 1900's that came in cigarette packages, and various
old post cards! They also share the enjoyment of a variety of

resin, wood, and porcelain animals; dogs, cats, birds, and

Continued on page 8
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"What we had" (Facebook photo)
Large swimming dock with big "T" shape.

"What we got"
Inty bty tiny thing

Town Administrator: No Idea
Where The Dock Is

Public Help Sought to Find Missing Swim Platform

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

GEORGETOWN - The search is
on for a missing $11,166.50 dock the
town bought for the American Legion
Park on Pentucket Pond.

A smaller dock, which cost
$3,679.70 and was assembled by the
Boy Scouts, is floating in mud and
water, but not attached to the shore.

The two docks were purchased a
year ago from Great Northern Docks
in Maine with $20,000 from the tax-
payer-funded Community Preserva-
tion funds. One, which was T-shaped,
45-feet long by 15-feet across, was for
swimming, That is the missing dock.

The second dock, which is 15 feet

long, is meant for fishing.

When Parks and Recreation Com-
mission Chair Michael Donahue asked
the Town Administrator Orlando
Pacheco, “Do we know where the fish-
ing dock went?” Pacheco responded,
“No idea where the dock would have
gone.”

He ordered it two years ago and
Pacheco offered to order a new dock.
But it was unclear if the town’s funds
have already been spent on the missing
dock. Pacheco sent Donahue copies of
receipts from Great Northern Docks.

If you know where the missing dock
is and don’t want to call the town, tell
The Town Common and we will anony-
mously report it to the town.

A Midsummer Night's

Dream

Event dates: July 10, 11, 12,17, 18, 19
BEVERLY and DANVERS
Step into an enchanted forest where fairies meddle
in the affairs of mortals, lovers lose their way, and
magic turns the ovdinary into the extraordinary.

The North Shore Players, a community theater in
Danvers, invites you to bring a blanket and chair to
outdoor performances of Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
Night's Dream.” Performances are July 10, in Danvers,
July 11, 12 in Beverly, and July 17, 18, 19 in Danvers.

Tickets are $15-$20.

Tickets, locations, driving directions and show times

are at www.northshoreplayersma.org,

The North Shore Players is a 501(c)3 non-profit, and
has been on the North Shore since 1957. ¢

Rowley All-Scout
Paper Drive

Saturday July

9:00am to 12 noon
behind the First Congregational
Church of Rowley on Main Street

The Scouts will be collecting
newspapers, books, cardboard, and
magazines. Scouting Troop 15 will
be collecting $.05 redeemable bot-
tles and cans. Please make the effort
to deliver during the hours of 9-12.
Scouting America and the Girl
Scouts of Rowley thank you very
much for helping to keep Scouting
active in Rowley.

The paper drives are held the sec-
ond Saturday of odd numbered
months. If you have any questions
please call George Pacenka at (978)
314-8690.

Non-perishable items including
diapers, paper towels, toilet paper
will also be collected at this time for
the Rowley Food Pantry.

The next paper drive will be held
on September 12

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!

Find Your Customers!

$24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

WANTED TO BUY

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

A ranch-style home
in Newbury or Rowley
in any condition.
Will pay fair market price
"as is" without the need for any repairs nor
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick.

Call/Text: 978-432-9669

Complete Outdoor Shower Room

outdoorshowercreations.com

$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug firand are 4’ x4’ x 7’ or '
X 5 x 7°. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25 miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363

The Town Common

is the friendly place
to find new customers.
The affordable solution
for your legal notices,
and ads for businesses
and groups of all sizes.
advertise@thetowncommon.com
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SCHOOL CHANGES

Continued from page 1

century, working in charter and main-
stream schools, parochial and private
schools.

Among her stated skills listed on
her resume are change manage-
ment, turn-around leadership and
board governance, which must have
endeared her to the school’s embattled
board. The board will spend much of
the next year considering candidates,
including Gustafson, for the school’s
permanent executive director.

The board’s unanimous decision to
hire Gustafson followed months of
tension in the school. At one point
this spring, more than 100 parents,
staff, students and alumni stood out-
side the school on Low Street with
signs that expressed their disapproval
of Kuse and the board of trustees.

Founded in 1999, RVCS serves stu-
dents from Amesbury, Newburyport,
Pentucket (Groveland, Merrimac,
West Newbury) and Triton (New-
bury, Rowley, Salisbury).

According to a parent’s letter to the
state Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education (DESE), the
dispute stems largely from school’s
decision to pause a popular outdoor
education program, called Play Based
Education. PBE, which features out-
side learning opportunities, was insti-

tuted during the Covid Pandemic,
but proved so popular it was contin-
ued.

Some of the chief concerns raised by
parents and students were the lack of
teacher protection and a seeming lack
of checks and balances on Kuse, who
was accused of retaliatory firings.

“This has been a really bad year,”
said board chair Tanya Murdy last
week. “We are excited about next
year.”

Board member Derek Mitchell
describe the months-long crisis as,
“We were put in a real pickle.”

About half of the board is rotating
off the board after serving their maxi-
mum tenure.

“We recognize that there is so much
that makes RVCS a special place for
students, families and teachers,” the
board said in a statement. “We also
recognize that we are currently facing
many challenges.”

“As soon as we select an interim
leader, we will work to ensure they
get to know the RVCS community,
our strengths and our challenges,” the
board said. “We will provide opportu-
nities to meet the interim leader and
share your perspectives and hopes for
RVCS in the year to come.”

The school faces two major chal-
lenges:

* Righting the ship in time for DESE to
renew the school’s charter in 2028 for
another five years, and

* Regain the confidence in the community
s0 the school can raise money for its new
playground and other capital projects.
The DESE letter, written to par-

ent Jared Hubbard on June 2, found

that “the alleged changes in the PBE
program do not affect the Charter

School’s ability to carry out its mis-

sion.”

The school’s mission, the DESE let-
ter said, is to “provide a rigorous aca-
demic program based on the Mon-
tessori philosophy and rooted in the
history, culture and ecology of the
Merrimack River Valley” and provide
students with the key design elements
of the charter, which include an “edu-
cational program based on the Mon-
tessori philosophy; elements of the
curriculum rooted in the history, cul-
ture, and ecology of the Merrimack
River Valley; and critical thinking and
problem solving.”

Although DESE chose not to pur-
sue the complaint, the RVCS board
members took it serious. Gustafson
and board member Erin Bradley-Irose
called it “a warning.”

“We cannot get another letter like
that,” board member Gary Lefave
said, meaning it might affect the
school’s charter renewal.

Gustafson told the board she has
already finalized most of the teacher
contracts for next year, which was a
major concern for the parents and
teachers. ¢

'EXIT INTERVIEW

PART 1, Continued from page 1

fortable enough with me to ask any
question, so I could explain what the
Conservation Commission bylaw
does, so there was no misunderstand-
ing.

Igenjoyed learning all the knowl-
edge I gained from our former long-
term expert conservation agent Steve
Przyjemski and our long-serving (24
years) former commission chairman
Carl Sheder — a true treasure trove of
knowledge. Also, I enjoyed working
with our pricelessly talented adminis-
trative assistant Julie Cantera, who was
driven out of Town Hall by threats,
harassment and bully, which contin-
ues to go unchecked.

What aspects of your tenure did you
find least enjoyable? Dealing with the
bureaucracy that was put in place to
destroy the commission and under-
mine the bylaw. There were constant
attacks from certain members of the
community who find it amusing to
focus on destroying the Commission
for their own personal reasons.

I did not enjoy being attacked per-
sonally and watching those attacks
undermine the Commission and
those willing to give their service, time
and experience, while the SelectBoard
did nothing to stop it and in many
cases made it worse.

The fact that the SelectBoard did
not understand how the ConCom
works made things insufferable. They
just wanted to control it, and they've
pretty much done that by removing so
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many people and putting in their for-
mer Selectboard chairs to control the
Commission.

I don't know what their goal is, as we
have not been supplied by the Select-
board members who have harped on
the supposed complaints they have
received. Three chairs of the Con-
Com have requested to see the alleged
complaints so the Commission could
understand, explain or rectify any mis-
understandings. It seems these com-
plaints may have been fabricated and
used against the ConCom without
actual proof. This bluster appear to
be merely the Selectboard and a few
individuals who seem to want to plow
under the last of the remaining wet-
lands. Seriously, it scems just that and
is that blatant.

Did you feel the SelectBoard, other
town boards/staff supported you? 1
don’t think the SelectBoard has sup-
ported the ConCom. Their lack of
knowledge has led to knee jerk reac-
tions that have done nothing but place
the town in harm’s way.

It is disheartening that a member of
the SelectBoard who served on and
worked for the ConCom seems to
have forgotten what the Commission’s
mission is about. Being disappointed
in Laura Repplier would be too kind
of a word. She’s not only stabbed two
former ConCom chairs in the back,
including me. She offers nothing to
the community while seeming to just
go along to get along. She just seems
to run to the front of the next polit-
ical parade. Where is she on my list
of least-effective politicians? You can
guess — she shares the top slot with a
couple of other gems.

Next Week. The Town Common’s
Exit Interview with Rachel Therrien
gives her perspective on the future of
the ConCom and why it is so import-
ant to the future of Georgetown.

Dan Kelly (right) greets supporters

Dan Kelly Draws Regional Support

Chairman of the Georgetown Board of Selectmen, Doug Dawes (Photos by Alan Aulson)

by Lonnie Brennan
IPSWICH - Dan Kelly drew sup-
porters from every town in the 2nd
Essex district when they gathered to
formally kickoff his run for state rep-

resentative. The event, held at the
Ipswich Masonic Lodge on Topsfield
Road was posted as a large "neigh-
borhood gathering, not a fundraising
event."

Attendees caught up with one
another on local events and chat, and
enjoyed live background music.

The 2nd Essex consists of the towns
of Georgetown, Hamilton, Ipswich,
Newbury, and Rowley, and Precinct
1, of the town of Topsfield, all in the
county of Essex

Learn more about Dan Kelly, 2nd
Essex State Representative Candidate
at www.VoteDanKelly.com, or write
him at dan@votedankelly.com.

Maureen Aulson smiles for the camera at the Ipswich social
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS Lo 'E

WED. JULY 8

Boxford

The Spirt of America in Boxford.
5:30 at the Holyoke-French House.
Reading of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, musical performances, light
refreshments, patriotic sing-along,
*Rain Location: Boxford Community
Center at 10 Elm.

Georgetown

6 PM: The Blues Express at
Georgetown Peabody Library, 2
Maple St. The Blues Express deliv-
ers a high-energy wallop of dynamic
original tunes, along with some of
the blues classics they learned from
their mentor and friend, Chicago
Blues Legend Luther “Guitar Junior”
Johnson.

This concert will take place out-
side on the library lawn so please
bring lawn chairs or blankets. If the
weather does not cooperate, the
concert may be moved to another
Wednesday night or cancelled.

www.georgetownpl.org/events

Hampton Beach
Fireworks at dark.
Rowley
6:30PM: Sinti Rhythm Quartet
(jazz), Rowley Library. Bring a blan-
ket or chair and relax on their beau-
tiful front lawn while enjoying great
local musicians. Free frozen treats
will be provided. In case of inclem-
ent weather, the events will be held
indoors at the library, 141 Main St.
Salisbury

Christian Concert Series 6:30 -

9PM Oceanfront Stage - free.

THURS. JULY 9
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Band-
stand Every Thursday, 6:30pm-8pm

July 9th- Rum Runners String Band

*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain
dates August 20th and Aug 27th.

SAT. JULY 11
Ipswich
12 to 10 PM. - Greek Festival -
The Hellenic Center - free parking,
$5 admission, children under 10 free.
www.GREEKFESTTVALIpswich.

com

Salisbury
FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM

SUN. JULY 12
Ipswich
12 to 6 PM. - Greek Festival - The
Hellenic Center - free parking, $5
admission, children under 10 free.
www.GREEKFESTIVALIpswich.

com

WED. JULY 15

Rowley Library lawn 6:30PM
StraightJacket (90s rock cover band):
Bring a blanket or chair and relax on
their beaudiful front lawn while enjoy-
ing great local musicians. Free fro-
zen treats will be provided. In case of
inclement weather, the events will be
held indoors at the library, 141 Main
St.

THURS, JULY 16
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Band-
stand Every Thursday, 6:30pm-8pm

Continued on page 8

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities,
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

52+ editions from date of joining. See form on page 4 or call us.
—|:|.| J g pag I'E

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town
Raymond Joseph Viglione | East Kingston, NH | Berube-Comeau Funeral Home | Plaistow
William Brian Leathers Haverhill, MA Berube-Comeau Funeral Home | Plaistow
Rosemarie Elizabeth CR Lyons & Sons Funeral
Anastosopoulos Lynn, MA Directors Danvers
CR Lyons & Sons Funeral
Wayne W. Woodbury Danvers, MA YOS EE Sons Fune Danvers
Directors
Natalie M. Heigh Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly
Nancy Lee Robinson Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly
géigl"w Frandis Tpswich, MA | Campbell Funeral Home Tpswich
Robert M. Furtado Plymouth, MA | Casper Funeral & Cremation Boston
Donna L. Pelekasis Salem, NH Conte Funeral Home Andover
Norma C. O’'NEeill Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Peabody
Barbara L. Marchese Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Peabody
Rose (Paone) Caine Haverhill, MA | Driscoll Funeral Home Haverhill
Patrick Jame Gouthier Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home Haverhill
ﬁ%ﬁﬁm Haverhill, MA | Driscoll Funeral Home Haverhill
Derek Borgart Merrimac, MA | Driscoll Funeral Home Haverhill
E F H
Thomas James McGowan | Haverhill, MA e uneral‘ omes & Haverhill
Cremation Services
Robert J. Polizzotti Groveland, MA | Farmer Funeral Homes Haverhill
hn Breen M ial F
John Robert O’Leary Andover, MA ﬁome reen Memorial Funeral Lawrence
Marie E. (Gebala) Quige | Haverhill, MA | Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home | Haverhill
Ernest E. Olenio Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home | Haverhill
gelg;rR. (Dusombre) Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home | Haverhill
Linda R. (Picard) Mills Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral home | Haverhill
Eg{itc}’na B. (Mikulewicz) Middleton, MA | Mackey Funeral Home Middleton
Jennie Mary (Przybylo) Ipswich, MA Morrtis Funeral Home Ipswich
Whysocki
Paul Charles Amenta Stoughton, MA | Murphy Funeral Home Salem, MA
Judith Ann Meagher Manchester, NH | Murphy Funeral Home Salem, MA
{Edl;:(i‘,%‘;dl 7 Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals | Salem, MA
Jack J. Taymore Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals | Salem, MA
Adelia M. Verakis Amesbury, MA | Paul C. Rogers & Sons Amesbury
Kathryn (Sullivan) Coffin ;:Zit Newbury Paul C. Rogers & Sons Amesbury
Edwin Reed E;)_Irth Hampron, Remick & Gendron Hampton
David Roland Trayers Hampton, NH | Remick & Gendron Hampton
Michael Sullivan Newburyport, MA | Twomey, LeBlanc& Conte Newburyport
Frank E. Miller, Jr. Newburyport. MA | Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte | Newburyport

HEIP WANTED
Advertising Sales

Can you reply to e-mails? Phone calls? Cold-call potential
advertisers? Talk to friends and business owners and introduce
them to this newspaper? Are you able to dedicate at least 4 hours
to this job, each and every week? You'll earn as much as you put
into it, because this is a no-limit, commissioned sales position.
You sell an ad once, maintain the account, and continue to make
money each month as you grow your personal portfolio of cus-
tomers.If youTe a good person with clear communication skills and
are seeking a serious opportunity, then contact us:

Lonnie Brennan: editor@TheTownCommon.com
or, call nights after 7:00PM, or anytime on weekends: Lonnie
978-609-4183.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
America's #1 Awning!

The Town Common
2026 - 2027 Publisher's Club

of supporters of this paper who help us sustain and grow.

PUBLISHER'S CLUB $1,000 or more
The Aulson Family - Georgetown
Frank Bertolino - The North Shore Realty Group - eXp Realty
Lonnie Brennan - Georgetown

G. Mello Disposal Corp. - MA, NH, ME

COMMIINITY NEW S HERO $500 or more
Rich Baker - West Newbury

MEDIA PATRIOT $250 or more
Elizabeth Carter & Donald Saviory - Rowley

BENEFACTOR $100 or more
Anonymous - Georgetown
Beth Gandelman - Realtor, ]. Barrett
Deb Tyler - Rowley

SPONSOR $50 or more
James Gage - Amesbury
NEWSIE $25 or more

Anoymous - Newbury
Brian Leahy - Georgetown

Largest Independent Weekly

C ity News Distribution Across

NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH

Join the 2026-2027 Publisher's Club. Your name or business name published in

SAVE $350 when you transform

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button.
Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty.

Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

Full Service Boat &
Trailer Repair

OUTBOARD & 1/0 REPAIR
ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

69 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH

SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE
TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

978-771-8926

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Service when you need it most.

We Offer:

o Personalized and Traditional Funerals
o Cremations eGraveside Services
o Memorial Services
* Advance Planning Options

Jeffrey E. Megna, CFSP

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763
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CLASSIFIED ADS

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
AND MORE ...
AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT
CARPENTRY
Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent

Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890
or 978-688-0161

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR

Smoke and water damage ceilings stain
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry
interior-exterior  repairs, windows
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned,
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all
brick work, chimney work, walkways,
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.

GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers,
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978)
376-4214

HAY FOR SALE

Horse Quality Hay
2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)
Buy direct from the Farm!
Family owned since 1947
Pick up in Groveland
$12 per bale
508 982 0635

HELP WANTED

PT Job for Handy Person
in Newburyport
erfect for semi-retired or retired person.
Light equipment maintenance &
customer service. Mondays and Fridays
a must. Please email ktr1998@hotmail.
com for more info.

RELIGION

I can do all things through him who
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)
EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS

Give a special shout-out... promote
a group..... 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

KRAKEN
GAMING

BUY + SELL - TRADE

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars * G.I. Joe
Transformers
MOTU e Action Figures
Godzilla * Robots
70’s, 80’s, 20’s

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo ¢ Sega
Atari * SNES * N64
GameBoy * DS * Wii
Xbox * Playstation

857-272-4723

Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke
US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

POKEMON: X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More
Buy/SelI/Trade 20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
COMICS/RECORDS Hours:

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.

Old pocket watches,
wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

Closed on Monday, Private
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

978-352-2234

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA,
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk
the following vehicles on or after July 16, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or public
sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2015 Chevrolet Tahoe VIN 1GNSKBKC2FR590784
2004 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GBHG31U841188076
1998 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GCFG25M1W1002582
2018 Chevrolet Traverse VIN 1GNEVFKW0]]214873
2012 Ford Focus VIN 1FAHP3N24CL398994

2013 Ford Escape VIN 1IFMCU9GIXDUDO06661
2001 Honda Accord VIN 1GFCG65831A028897
2004 Honda Element VIN 5J6YH285341.007336
2014 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFB2F52EH529182

2013 Honda CRV VIN 5J6RM4H37DL072586

2005 Honda Pilot VIN 2HKYF18415H504971

2016 Jeep Cherokee VIN 1C4PJMCB5GW 119914
2008 Jeep Patriot VIN 1J8FF28W78D549351

2010 Mercedes Benz C Class VIN WDDGF8BB9AF442922
2012 Mercedes Benz GL-Class VIN 4]JGBF2FE5CA801331
2016 Nissan Rogue VIN SN1AT2MV3GC804617
2005 Subaru Legacy VIN 453BL676954215079

2015 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BSALCXF3284352
2021 Tap Tao Pony VIN LINTOBAESM 1303474
2001 Toyota Sienna VIN 4T3ZF13C41U333252

2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW1K7AJ2CM345639

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by
appointment only.
Signed

Coady’s Towing Service 6/24,711,718

pratthobbyshop.com

SERVICES WANTED TO BUY

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER
SERVICE ALWAYS BUYING
by GeoCivil Group Books, vintage posters,

Upgrade outdated systems to modern
app- and phone-operated controls.

* New installations ® Repairs & upgrades
* System start-ups ® Seasonal Maintenance
Residential & commercial Free on-site
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower,
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial
with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine.
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers.
NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100.
Mark, 774-701-2251.

artwork, comic books,
ephemera, and related
printed material.
Single items and entire
collections sought.
bookaugur@gmail.com
978-518-2298

SHOUT - OUT

Let the world hear you (well, at least

this area of the world).
$30 for 4 weeks.

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

LEGAL NOTICE

ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40,
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public
meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 7:45 pm to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability application filed by Debbie Stansfield, Trustee Debbie L.
Stansfield Revocable Trust for proposed soil testing and installation to upgrade current
septic system possibly within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, 100" Buffer Zone of BV
Vernal Pool, and 100" Vernal Pool Habitat at 45 W Ox Pasture Lane (Map 23, Parcel
40) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission

7/8

Join the marketing team at The Town Common as a commissioned advertising salesperson.
Help businesses and groups in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 cities/towns). You
will reach out, visit, and sell advertising to a wide range of corporate and local mom/pop
businesses. Our goal is simple: make it easy for our advertisers to grow with us. You need
to be able to work independently, be totally self-motivated, and issue simply daily activity
reports to the advertising manager. Our clients deserve the best in everything that we do.

Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

Hard to ignore this little box.
Imagine if your classified ad was

LEGAL NOTICE

ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40,
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public
meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 8:15 pm to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability application filed by Sheriff Abuzahra Wilkes Realty Trust
for proposed soil testing for future construction of two residential lots possibly within
NHESP Blanding's Turtle Estimated & Priority Habitat at Cindy Lane (Map 6, Parcel
10) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission

78

LEGAL NOTICE

ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40,
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public
hearing will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 8:30 pm to consider a Notice of
Intent application filed by Daniel Terry for proposed construction of a permanent 50'
boardwalk with seasonal 30" gangway, 2 5'x10' floats and 1 10'x20" float for small vessel
and aquaculture access to Mud Creek possibly within Salt Marsh, 100" Buffer Zone to
Salt Marsh, Great Marsh ACEC, Bank, and 200" Riverfront Area at 190 Patmos Road
(Map 35, Parcel 5, Lot 1) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission

7/8
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LEGAL NOTICE

ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40,
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public
meeting will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2026 at 8:00 pm to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability application filed by Sheriff Abuzahra Spring-R Trust for
proposed soil testing for possible leaching facility and stormwater management possibly
within the 100" Buffer Zone of Bordering Vegetated Wetland and the DEP Approved
Groundwater Protection Area Zone Il at 0, 982 and 992 Haverhill Street (Map 4, Parcel
19, Lot 1 and Parcel 20, Lot 2) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission

7/8
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"~ N LOCAL HAPPENINGS THURS, JULY 23
Continued from page 5 West Newbury
' . Summer Concert Series at the Band-
The Music of Led Zeppelin w/Joe stand Every Thursday, 6:30pm-8pm
Musella & Chris Cote July 23rd- The Coalboilers
*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain
FRI,Sg[l U:JY 17 dates August 20th and Aug 27th.
sbury
Friday Night Beach Parties w/ FRI, JULY 24
Ralphie B (Rock & Roll Oldies) West Newbury
SAT. JULY 18 6:30-9:30 Sailabration Cruise
’Sal' | to support the Salvation Army -
dsbury Sunset cruise on the new Cap-
N Corsan i
: includes-Food, ancing, Trivia,
Tt FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM Silent Auction Cash bar. For more info:
WED, JULY 22 salvationarmyma.org/sail
Boxford SAT JULY 25
9 ; 8 - 9 ; 5 -4 5 0 0 Summer BBQs at noon. Reserva- Salibary
o ey T ek Sy g Concrson
Council on Aging, 10 Elm St. 978- e ot tage‘
. 887-3591 FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM
Newburyport THURS, JULY 30
6:30-9:30 Salvation Army of West Newb
Newburyport presents- Sailabration S C est S oury he Band
. /- Cruise for a Cause. Proceeds bene- ummer LONCert series at the bBand-

Printing of the above event advertisement is provided courtesy of The Town Common Publisher’s Club.

fit local services. Sunset cruise on the
new Captain's Lady IV. $75 per per-
son. includes-Food, DJ/dancing, Trivia,
Silent Auction, Cash bar. For more
info: salvationarmyma.org/sail

EMPORIUM

Continued from page 2

bears. They offer fresh inventory all the
time, as they love to shop, and look
for exceptional items, that are uncom-
mon, and they always hunt for a bar-
gain, so they can pass it on to their cus-
tomers!!!!

This store is unprecedented as it
offers so many ideas for affordable gifts!
There's something for everyone! If you
see it, buy it, or it will be gone!

Elaine and Linda have a unique
motto:

"Blend two retired educators with
a passion for vintage and artisan trea-
sures-- The Emporium at West Main
Street, is now created! Stop by and
shop a collection of pieces sourced
with care! The homework is already
done for you!"

Their grand opening will be
announced shortly. Drop in , take a
look, say hello, and welcome them to
their new home!

Georgetown businesses are growing,
and others will be opening soon!

Please shop local, it's so important to
keep our businesses open!!! 4

N\

WANTED TO BUY
Secking ground-level living in Rowley
or Newbury. No more stairs!
Ranch-style home sought, in any condition. Wil
pay fair marekt price "as is" without the need for
any repairs. Not an agent. See page 7.

stand Every Thursday, 6:30pm-8pm
July 30th- The A Beez
*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain
dates August 20th and Aug 27th.

Send your events to:

editor@TheTownCommon.com.

- 0O X

The Towm
Common

Advantage

No matter how hard
you try, you cannot
skip this ad.

Place your
business in

The Toum
Common
today!

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!
Reach the Region

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Pew England
Intellectual Property

Helping inventors obtain
patents for 25 years. Call
Rich Baker
978-257-4101
Www.newenglanip.com

N\ e

[ MINI-AD |
BIG IMPACT!

Find Your Customers! $24!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

REACH BEYOND YOUR
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD
SEENIN

The Town Common

Come Home to Community News
- d J




