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Why Were Plum Island Beaches 
Closed Last Weekend?

Veteran Georgetown ConCom Chair Not Reappointed

Rowley Call Firefighters Shown the Door

Heroism 
Honored in 

Local Incidents
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––REGIONAL –  A group of swim-

mers from central Massachusetts 
had planned to swim in the Atlantic 
Ocean last weekend when they were 
told on arrival in Plum Island that 
they would get sick if they ingested 
any of the water, heavily polluted with 
sewage.

“Is there any beach within 30 min-
utes we might try?” asked the frus-
trated driver. He was directed to 
Hampton Beach in New Hampshire. 

This is not a rare occurrence for the 
beaches along the Merrimack River. 
But this time the heavy pollution 
that resulted in Plum Island beaches 

GEORGETOWN – After serving on the town’s 
Conservation Commission (ConCom) for more 
than a decade, the SelectBoard declined last week 
to reappoint the veteran chair Rachel Therrien to 
the commission. 

It was the second consecutive ConCom chair 

ROWLEY – The Rowley Select-
Board last month eliminated its vol-
unteer fire department and laid off its 
volunteer firefighters, effective June 
30, leaving to new fire chief Daniel 
Veinot to decide if 16 full-time fire-
fighters are adequate. [However, at 
press time, the Board of Selectmen 
agendized an item to designate Fire 
Captain Cooper Carifio to temporar-
ily assume the duties of the Fire Chief 
...]

SelectBoard member Cliff Pierce 

REGIONAL - The Carnegie Hero 
Fund Commission has awarded 
North America’s highest civilian 
honor for heroism to three people for 
life-saving incidents in Salisbury and 
Ipswich. 

The Carnegie Medal for Heroism 
was awarded to Gary M. Simard, who 
died trying to save his son caught in 
a rip tide off Salisbury Beach, and 
Kenny Crosby, who save the teenager. 
It was also awarded to Joseph F. Mello 
iii of Ipswich for saving his father in a 
house fire.

being closed wasn’t caused by an over-
loaded sewage treatment plant after 
a heavy rain storm. It was the result 
of an accident by a contractor that 
released 60,000 gallons of sewage into 
the river.

The result was the same. The Plum 
Island beaches were closed until Mon-
day to let the sewage pass.  

According to the Newburyport 
Health Department, “The city of 
Haverhill began alerting nearby com-
munities and residents along the 
river that a contractor  during the 
heavy downpours that impacted the 
region, Haverhill discovered a break 
in a 42-inch sewer main near its main 

that has been removed by the SelectBoard with 
no explanation. ConCom Chair Chris Candia 
was not reappointed in 2024. Carl Shreder, who 
served more than 20 years, said he was pushed off 
the commission by town officials, including then 
SelectBoard Chair Amy Smith and Town Admin-
istrator Orlando Pacheco.

The failure on a vote of four to zero with one 
abstention to reap-
point Therrien comes 
at a time when the 
ComCom has a tem-
porary, part-time 
agent, after Pacheco 
fired Michele Grenier 
in March. Grenier is 
now preparing to sue 
the town for wrongful 
termination.

The SelectBoard 
reappointed Ida Wye 
to a second term on 
the ConCom, despite 
criticism from other 
commissioners that 
she was absent for 
about half the meet-

voted against eliminating the call fire 
department, which will save $30,000 
in pay this year for the volunteer fire-
fighters. It passed four to one. 

“Once we take this action, we can 
never get a call fire department back,” 
Pierce said.  

Veinot, a former Topsfield lieu-
tenant, has not started working in 
Rowley. 

The town is experimenting with 
staffing its fire house with four shifts 
of four firefighters each, with one 
being a lieutenant. That will give 

 Joseph MelloBeaches were closed, but no temporary signs were posted near the shore. Just this 
old one  noting a dangerous spot in the river. (Photo: Stewart Lytle)

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
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Page Ad:
$49

WANTED TO BUY
Seeking ground-level living in Rowley 

or Newbury. No more stairs! 
Ranch-style home sought, in any condition. Will 
pay fair marekt price "as is" without the need for 

any repairs. Not an agent. See page 7.

MY BUSINESS

And you can tell your customers more here. 
This space can be Yours for only $29

thetowncommon.com   978-255-3015

NOW OPEN

Scott and Rose Paganelli

PRATT'S HOBBY SHOP
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT - PAGE 2

Members of the Rowley Fire Department gathered to celebrate Flag Day and 
present service awards to: FF Denzel Boucher ~ 10 years of Service 

Lt. Merissa Titus-Abate ~ 10 Years of Service
Retirements:

Sergeant Charles Hazen ~ 22 years of Service
FF Jesse’s Warren ~ 21 years of Service

Chief Mark Emery ~ 46 years of Service
(Photo: Rowley Fire Department Facebook Page)
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Local Business Spotlight: Pratt's Hobby Shop
by Kay Lee Ogden

This week’s "spotlight" business is 
Pratt's Hobby Shop, located at 20 East 
Main Street. Phone: 978.352.2234.

Tues - Fi: 12 - 6 pm Sat: 10:30 am -
4 pm.

Pratt's hobby shop was opened by Peter 
Pratt, in 1974. He retired in 2020 and 
that is when Rossana and Scott Paganelli 

purchased the business - on Peter's 80th Birthday! And it is 
extremely sad to say, that Peter passed away August 30th, 
2023. 

Pratt's hobby shop has been a town favorite for many 
years!  Specializing in: remote control cars, boats, planes, 
plastic models, and supplies, as well as, gold and silver coins 
collections. 

The kiddos love visiting their store as they have so much 
to offer. I remember the kiddos enjoying Thursday nights, 
and Saturdays, racing their cars in the downtown park-
ing lot, with their dads, and families. The competition was 
tough, with the quality of cars, and planes, purchased from 
Pratt's store!  The Paganelli's offer our kids the opportunity 
to explore, and engage in something other than the digital 

screen!  It encour-
ages  them the 
sense of adventure, 
and fun with their 
fathers and fami-
lies! 

Pratt's Hobby 
Shop i s  an 
extremely unique 
store, offering 
trades of mod-
els, and purchases 
of gold and sil-
ver. They pur-
chase gold, and sil-
ver, and will buy 
coins, jewelry, fine 
watches, and other 
fine gold and silver 
items. 

Collecting coins 
is a terrific hobby 
for children; it 
teaches them, how 
to save, creates 
early investment, 
and teaches them 
how to make wise 
decisions.   

People appre-
ciate the human 
connection. You 
matter to the 
Paganelli's, and 
they are grate-
ful that you chose 
them! 

Their store is 
small but power-
ful!  Offering U.S. 
and foreign coins is 

the best investment. With the anxiety, and uncertainty  of 
the future, with stocks, bonds, and your 401k, you have a 
long term advantage of owning silver, and gold, and it's in 
your possession! 

  Why do customers want to shop at your store?  "Because 
we have a long healthy standing with the community of 
honesty, fair pricing, and treating people like family. We 
built our reputation, by word of mouth, and customer 
respect!"  "People come from everywhere to shop with us, 
because of our reputation." 

"This is a place for children OF ALL AGES (!) to come 
for healthy hobbies, and encouraging words, and have 
fun!!!!" "Please stop in, and see what we have to offer, you'll 
be pleasantly surprised!" 

  We offer free appraisals, on coins, sports memorabilia, 
jewelry, historical pieces, and old items! 

NOTE: Pratt’s Hobby Shop is located in downtown 
Georgetown near the intersection of Central and Main 
Streets, just a few doors down from the Salem Five. Be 
sure to visit them, then check out the other stores in the 
area, including the thrift store full of gems next door, the 
tea shop, and Tina’s “Bent” Emporium across the street in 
the Eagle building (open afternoon), and don’t forget Sca-
la’s across the square! A great lunchtime trip to explore all of 
these and more hidden treasures in downtown Georgetown.

 These articles are written to help inspire people to sup-
port our small local businesses, as being a small business is 
tough, and we need the communities’ support! Please shop 
local!!!!!!   ♦

TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

1 Wed 12:48 8.5 1:23 7.2 7:17 0.4 7:18 1.4 5:08 8:25

2 Thu 1:28 8.5 2:02 7.3 7:55 0.4 7:59 1.3 5:09 8:25

3 Fri 2:08 8.5 2:43 7.4 8:35 0.3 8:42 1.2 5:09 8:25

4 Sat 2:50 8.4 3:25 7.6 9:15 0.3 9:27 1.2 5:10 8:25

5 Sun 3:35 8.2 4:09 7.8 9:58 0.4 10:17 1.1 5:11 8:24

6 Mon 4:23 8.1 4:56 8.0 10:43 0.5 11:09 0.9 5:11 8:24

7 Tue 5:15 7.8 5:46 8.2 11:30 0.6 5:12 8:24

8 Wed 6:11 7.6 6:38 8.5 12:05 0.8 12:21 0.8 5:13 8:23

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
36 Y  E  / R   

N ,  C   R ! N ,  C   R ! 
L  • F  E  L  • F  E  
978-314-0140978-314-0140

Scott Paganelli  working the front counter, surrounded by hidden gems of the past and present.

Nearly every inch of the small hobby shop is packed with 
gems - treasured models, supplies, and sought after race cars.

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

BEACHES CLOSED

ROWLEY FIRE DEPT.

pumping station. As crews investi-
gated the damage today, a second 
break was identified, confirming an 
ongoing discharge of untreated waste-
water to the Merrimack River.”

The health department closed the 
Plum Island beaches for 48 hours. 

Human or pet contact with con-
taminated water can result in nausea 
and vomiting, respiratory symptoms, 
eye irritation and earaches, the health 
department said.

A persistent problem has been 
Combined Sewage Overflow (CSOs), 
which occur when heavy rain over-
whelms sewage treatment plants 
upriver. 

Rowley full fire protection coverage 
24 hours per day. Currently, full-time 
firefighters are available from 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. The volunteer firefighters 
were on call at night.

But the SelectBoard members were 
uncertain if this schedule would work. 
“We don’t know if this (schedule) will 
work,” several SelectBoard members 
said. 

Relying on call firefighters for night-
time coverage is too risky, Fire Chief 
Mark Emery told the SelectBoard 
three years ago. Many of the volun-
teers live in Hamilton, Salisbury, West 
Newbury and Haverhill.

Rowley has an arrangement with 
Ipswich, Georgetown and Newbury 
that their firefighters will be automat-
ically called to Rowley at night if a fire 
happens. Most North Shore towns 
have fire coverage at night.   ♦
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Vehicle Crash into Black Cow 
Restaurant Causes Multiple Injuries

Merrimac's Mill Street 
Bridge to Be Replaced

NEWBURYPORT - It was a pleas-
ant Thursday night, then at  6:23 
p.m., police received a call after a car 
crashed into the Black Cow restau-
rant, causing multiple injuries.

Upon arrival, police officers and 
firefighters found a 2024 black BMW 
X3 sport utility vehicle had crashed 
into a wall of floor-to-ceiling windows 
just to the left of the main entrance of 
the restaurant.

Inside, three dinner patrons were 
hurt, and they were evaluated by emer-
gency medical services. Two men were 
transported by Atlantic Ambulance 
Services to the Anna Jacques Hospi-
tal for treatment of injuries. The third 
patron declined to be transported. 
None of the injuries are immediately 
believed to be life-threatening. 

MERRIMAC – The Town of Merrimac Select Board shares 
that the Mill Street bridge replacement project has been fully 
funded through grants and that the project is set to move for-
ward this fall. 

In November 2019, the Mill Street culvert over Cobblers 
Brook failed, resulting in a total road closure. The road pro-
vided primary access to the Town's Wastewater Treatment 
Plant, a town Department of Public Works site utilized for 
winter snow operations and the Merrimac Electric Light 
Department Garage and Substation. 

Since the closure, the town has worked to secure funding to 
replace the culvert with a new bridge about 100 feet north of 
the existing stream crossing, allowing the stream channel to 
return to its natural passage.

In June 2025, the town received $500,000 in fund-
ing through Massachusetts Department of Transportation's 
(MassDOT) Municipal Small Bridge Program, which pro-
vides financial support to cities and towns for small bridge 
replacement, preservation, and rehabilitation projects. 
Through that same grant program, the town received an addi-
tional $3 million in funding for Fiscal Year 2026.

 In addition, the town received a $1 million grant from the 

 The operator of the vehicle, a 
67-year-old Groveland woman was 
not injured and cooperated with 
authorities at the scene. Alcohol is not 
suspected to be a factor in the crash, 
however the crash remains under 
investigation by the Newburyport 
Police Department. 

 An inspector from the Newburyport 
Building Department responded 
to the scene. It was determined that 
there was no structural damage to the 
restaurant building but that the bar 
area will need to be closed for repairs. 
The vehicle was removed and towed 
from the scene by Newburyport Tow-
ing Service, and the restaurant was 
allowed to remain 
open, with that por-
tion shut down. ♦

Scene of car crash. (Courtesy Photo/Newburyport Police Department)

Continued on page 4

Continued from page 1

HEROES HONORED

Ipswich and Rowley firefight-
ers were honored by the Ipswich 
and Rowley SelectBoards for saving 
the disabled Joseph Mello, in what 
Ipswich Fire Chief Paul Parisi called “a 
low frequency, high risk rescue oper-
ation.”

On Sept. 20, 2023, Gary J. Simard, 
then 12 years old, was swimming 
in the Atlantic Ocean off Salisbury, 
when a rip current pulled him into 
water 8 feet deep. At about 75 feet 
from shore, Gary signaled for help. 

His father, Gary M. Simard from 
Methuen, 44 years old, swam to his 
son in the strong current. Simard 
grasped Gary by an arm and tried 
to pull him to shore, but the current 
continued to pull them farther from 
shore. 

On the beach, Kenny Crosby, a 
34-year-old business owner from 
Miami Beach, FL, heard shouts for 
help. Despite the hazardous condi-
tions, Crosby swam to them, reach-

ing them about 150 feet from shore. 
Simard, exhausted from the effort 
to rescue his son, pushed Gary to 
Crosby. The elder Simard submerged 
and did not resurface. 

With Gary in tow, Crosby tried 
to swim directly to shore, but the 
current prevented him. Changing 
course, Crosby swam parallel to the 
shoreline, eventually reaching wad-
able water with Gary. Crosby pushed 
Gary toward a bystander standing 
in chest-deep water. They exited the 
water onto the beach. 

Gary was examined by paramed-
ics at the scene and was not injured. 
Emergency personnel reached the 
father about 300 feet from shore. He 
was taken to the beach, where they 
tried to revive him before he was taken 
to the hospital. He was not revived.

On Aug. 18, last year, then-77-
year-old Joseph Mello was recovering 
from back surgery when a fire broke 
out on the first floor of 383 Line-
brook Rd. home in Ipwich. As the fire 
spread upward into the rear of the sec-
ond floor and roof, Mello remained 
trapped in his bedroom. Across the 

driveway, his son, a 56-year-old busi-
ness owner, was stepping into the 
shower in his home when he heard 
shouting. Barefoot and wearing only 
a bathrobe, the son ran outside and 
saw smoke pouring from the roof of 
his father’s house. He raced inside and 
climbed the stairs to his father’s bed-
room. After he helped his father to his 
walker, he soaked towels to help them 
breathe. The father and son started 
down the hall toward the stairs, but 
dense smoke had filled the stairway. 
The son guided his father to a rear 
bedroom. 

As firefighters responded outside, he 
opened the window and called for a 
ladder. Firefighters positioned a lad-
der to the window, and a firefighter 
entered the room to help him get his 
father onto the ladder. Firefighters 
lowered the elder Mello to the ground 
and then the son descended. 

The elder Mellow was hospitalized 
for smoke inhalation, cuts and abra-
sions, but recovered. The son suffered 
smoke inhalation and abrasions but 
declined medical treatment. After a 
few weeks of coughing, he recovered.

HELP WANTED
Advertising Sales

Account Mgr.
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or, call nights after 7:00PM, or anytime on 
weekends: Lonnie 978-609-4183.
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state Executive Office of Economic 
Development through Commu-
nity One Stop for Growth, a Mass-
Works Program that acts as the main 
vehicle for public economic develop-
ment investment in the Common-
wealth. The programs within the One 
Stop include critical funding that 
spurs housing and economic devel-
opment by investing in public infra-
structure, preparing sites and cleaning 
up brownfields to prepare them for 
development, and supporting vibrant 
downtowns.

With the funding secured, the town 
has begun the process of preparing bid 
documents, and hopes to begin the 
project in the fall. 

“The town of Merrimac appreciates 
the awarding of three grants totaling 
$4.5 million to restructure the Mill 
Street Bridge over Cobblers Brook. 
We are most grateful to the Mass-
DOT and look forward to complet-
ing this project. It will provide access 
to a number of municipal facilities in 
our town for the betterment of Merri-
mac and its citizens," said Select Board 
Chair Janet Bruno. "Thank you to the 
state and our employees who spent so 
much time preparing the paperwork 
for submission: Robert Sinibaldi, 
Alyssa Sexton and Denise McClure, 
for their efforts."  ♦

Continued from page 3

WAR ON CONCOM?

Continued on page 8

ings and did not attend the Select-
Board meeting on her re-appoint-
ment. It also appointed Smith, who 
has not served on the ConCom, and 
once proposed that the poison ivy in 
the community gardens be burned. 
That proposal was rejected by then 
Chair Shedder and then Vice Chair 
Therrien because it would cause respi-
ratory distress for anyone breathing 
the smoke. 

Smith, who chairs the town’s histor-
ical commission, also did not attend 
the SelectBoard meeting last week.

Shreder lamented the SelectBoard’s 
decision not to reappoint Therrien, 
whom he had mentored and served 
with for years. 

“The ConCom is in a very difficult 
situation without a permanent agent 
or admin staff and little knowledge of 
the hearing process or types of filings 
or the actual mission of the Conserva-
tion Commission under the Wetlands 
Protection Act,” Shreder said. “There 
is little knowledge left about the vari-
ous filings and or town properties, the 
ConCom has responsibilities for. ” 

Vice Chair Amy Graffum and Tom 
Howland have served several years on 
the commission. Wye has extensive 
agricultural experience in addition to 
three years on the commission. Most 
other members are new or are in their 
first term.

Therrien, as a SelectBoard mem-
ber until this spring, was a frequent 
critic of Pacheco’s job performance 
and demeanor towards her and other 
members of the ConCom. She gave 
him a low rating on his most recent 
job performance. 

SelectBoard chair Doug Dawes, 
who voted against Therrien, said, 
“It was my call,” not to allow her to 
address the board, although she was 

in attendance. It is standard practice 
to invite the candidate under con-
sideration for appointment to speak, 
although there is no formal policy, as 
Dawes pointed out.

“I wanted as little controversy as pos-
sible,” Dawes said. “There's enough of 
that to go around these days.”

Dawes wrote that he cast his no vote 
because “the Conservation Commis-
sion has experienced significant con-
troversy over the years. I believe this is 
an appropriate time for the Commis-
sion to move in a different direction, 
rebuild public confidence and focus 
on its important responsibilities.”

The chair did not elaborate or 
explain what controversies he referred 
to. 

“The ConCom has been well run 
and had few controversies. My per-
ception is that the ConCom has the 
public’s confidence and works well 
with the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection,” Therrien said. 

“The only controversies I know of 
were generated by people who want to 
dismantle and control the Commis-
sion,” Therrien said.

The ConCom, working with the 
state DEP, regulates residential and 
commercial activities and construc-
tion near waterways and wetlands and 
protects endangered species.  

Ms. Therrien wanted to address 
the board.  “I love the Conservation 
Commission and its work protecting 
the town’s wetlands and endangered 
species. I hate that those who want to 
destroy our wetlands have won this 
round.”

Other board members, Laura Rep-
plier and Ed Dobie, who moved to 
reappoint Therrien, voted against her 
and did not speak at the hearing. They 
also did not respond to questions 
from The Town Common, including 
whether the vote was pre-determined 
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.
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Juy 4: Fireworks at Woodsom Farm 

5:30- 10pm

Boxford
WED July 8th, 5:30 PM: The Spirt 

of America in Boxford. (See display 
ad).

July 8th and 22nd: Summer BBQs 
at noon. Reservations required by 
Thursday the week before the BBQ. 
Cost of lunch is $5.00.  Council on 
Aging, 10 Elm St. 978-887-3591

Georgetown
SUN, July 6: AMERICA 250 

CONCERT - ARMY 215th Band 
AMERICAN LEGION PARK 6:30 
- 8:00 PM (see ad back page)

WED, July 8, 6 PM: The Blues 
Express at Georgetown Peabody 
Library, 2 Maple St. The Blues 
Express delivers a high-energy wal-
lop of dynamic original tunes, along 
with some of the blues classics they 
learned from their mentor and 
friend, Chicago Blues Legend Luther 
“Guitar Junior” Johnson.

This concert will take place outside 
on the library lawn so please bring 
lawn chairs or blankets.

If the weather does not cooperate, 
the concert may be moved to another 
Wednesday night or cancelled.

This concert is made possible by 
the Friends of the Georgetown Pea-
body Library. More information can 
be found at www.georgetownpl.org/
events

Gloucester
Friday, July 3: 9:30 PM: Fireworks - 

Stage Fort Park, 1 Hough Ave

Groveland
Summer Reading Program at the 

Library
Summer means vacation time and 

more hours for reading. So, get ready 
to read and chances to win prizes for 
your efforts. June marks the begin-
ning of the annual summer read-
ing program at the Langley-Adams 
Library. And it is for everyone!  Adult 
readers should grab a bingo card on 
June 29 and start filling it out. Young 
readers may sign up at the Butter-
fly Kick-Off program on June 20. 
Sign-ups will continue over the sum-
mer, and the programs will end in 
August. Enjoy good books and sup-
port the many programs organized 
by our library staff this summer and 
have fun. Stay informed at langleyad-
amslib.org.

Hampton, NH
Fireworks every Wednesday night 

this summer.
Sat. July 4: Fireworks 9:30 PM

Haverhill
Fri. July 3: Fireworks - Riverside 

Park, 163 Lincoln Ave.

Marblehead
Sat. July 4: Fireworks 9:15 PM- 

Commercial Street Warf - seen every-
where.

Manchester-by-the-Sea
Fri. July 3: Fireworks - 9:00PM off 

Singing Beach

Newburyport
At the Newburyport Library:
Tuesday, July 7th at 5:30 PM: Bos-

ton Tea Party History and Tasting. 
Travel back to 1773 and experience 
history through taste! This engaging 
workshop brings the Boston Tea Party 
to life with a presentation and a tast-
ing of select teas thrown into Boston 

Harbor. Registration required.

Rowley
 Summer Concert Series on the 

Rowley Library lawn
WED, July 8, 6:30PM: Live fam-

ily-friendly music events Wednes-
day evenings in the month of July. 
Bring a blanket or chair and relax on 
their beautiful front lawn while enjoy-
ing great local musicians. Free frozen 
treats will be provided.

Wednesday, July 8, 6:30PM: Sinti 

Printing of the above large event advertisement is provided courtesy of 
The Town Common Publisher's Club.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home

David W. “Endo” Enderwick Peabody, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, Danvers, 
978-777-7900

Linda F. Holland Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113Timothy H. Stevens Haverhill, MA 

Cody Nguyen Boston, MA Conte Funeral Home Andover, 978-470-8000
Barbara A. Anderson Peabody, MA 

Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, Peabody, 
978-531-0472

Robert Charles Melota, Sr. Concord, MA 
Joseph Anthony Waugh Peabody, MA 
Kathleen J. Doucet Peabody, MA 
Michael F. Novak, Jr. Peabody, MA 
Walter Dodier Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Service 

Haverhill, 978-374-0000
Geoffrey “Duffy” Laing Haverhill, MA 
Kathleen Breton Haverhill, MA 

Michael Foss Newburyport, 
MA 

E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home Amesbury, 
978-388-0430

Dawn A. (Casper) 
McDonald

East Kingston, 
NH Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home,

Haverhill,978-521-4845Linda D. (Hanbury) 
Croteau Haverhill, MA 

Jennie Mary (Przybylo) 
Wysocki Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich, 

978-356-2422
Denise Marie Aldridge Boxford, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home, Danvers, 

978-7446600Dorothy E. Fraser Peabody, MA 
Joan F. (Sobocinski) 
Pizzello Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations, 

Salem, 978-744-2350
Karen Margaret Mission Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, Hampton, NH 

603-923-6500Michael J. Banfield Hooksett, MA 
Joanne M. Greenhalgh Hampton, NH 

Julie M. (Hardy) Perley Rowley, MA Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte Funeral Home, 
Newburyport, 978-465-9323

Continued on page 8
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Answer:
 Wrong.

Question:
Which word 

do you always 
spell wrong??

“Seldom set foot 
in your neighbor’s 
house—too much 
of you, and they 
will hate you.”

Proverbs 25:17

Send your 
favorite quotes and 
notes to:

editor@TheTown 
Common.com.

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  

Georgetown 
and Rowley 
share a State 
Forest that covers 
about 1,113 
acres with lots of 
hiking and horse 
riding trails.

Amazing, but this 
little ad, for just $15, 
could make your name 
commonplace, propel 
you to the forefront of 
folks minds when they 
need your service, and 
deliver big for you.
Coke advertises every 
day of every year. Why 
don't you?
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The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HAY FOR SALE

Horse Quality Hay 
2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)

Buy direct from the Farm!  
Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
$12 per bale

508 982 0635

HELP WANTED

PT Job for Handy Person
in Newburyport

Perfect for semi-retired or retired person. 
Light equipment maintenance & 
customer service. Mondays and Fridays 
a must. Please email ktr1998@hotmail.
com for more info.

RELIGION

I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS
Give a special shout-out... promote 
a group.....  4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

Join the marketing team at The Town Common as a commissioned advertising salesperson. 
Help businesses and groups in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 cities/towns). You 
will reach out, visit, and sell advertising to a wide range of corporate and local mom/pop 
businesses. Our goal is simple: make it easy for our advertisers to grow with us. You need 
to be able to work independently, be totally self-motivated, and issue simply daily activity 
reports to the advertising manager. Our clients deserve the best in everything that we do. 
Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

SERVICES

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER 
SERVICE

by GeoCivil Group
Upgrade outdated systems to modern 
app- and phone-operated controls. 

• New installations • Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups • Seasonal  Maintenance 

Residential & commercial Free on-site 
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

SHOUT - OUT

Let the world hear you (well, at least 
this area of the world).

$30 for 4 weeks.

There is no limit to the amount of good 
you can do if you don't care who gets 
the credit.  - Ronald Reagan

One person can make a difference, and 
everyone should try. - John F. Kennedy

Hard to ignore this little box.
Imagine if your classified ad was 
here?

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles on or after July 9, 2026 on the website www.
auctionsinternational.com . Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after July 
9, 2026 by private or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, 
and notices of sale:

1. 2014 Fiat 500L VIN ZFBCFADH6EZ029638
2. 2017 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCR2F06HA197608
3. 2012 Toyota RAV4 VIN 2T3YF4DV8CW144698
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                         6/17, 6/24, 7/1

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after July 16, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or public 
sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2015 Chevrolet Tahoe VIN 1GNSKBKC2FR590784
2004 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GBHG31U841188076
1998 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GCFG25M1W1002582
2018 Chevrolet Traverse VIN 1GNEVFKW0JJ214873
2012 Ford Focus VIN 1FAHP3N24CL398994
2013 Ford Escape VIN 1FMCU9G9XDUD06661
2001 Honda Accord VIN 1GFCG65831A028897
2004 Honda Element VIN 5J6YH28534L007336
2014 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFB2F52EH529182
2013 Honda CRV VIN 5J6RM4H37DL072586
2005 Honda Pilot VIN 2HKYF18415H504971
2016 Jeep Cherokee VIN 1C4PJMCB5GW119914
2008 Jeep Patriot VIN 1J8FF28W78D549351
2010 Mercedes Benz C Class VIN WDDGF8BB9AF442922
2012 Mercedes Benz GL-Class VIN 4JGBF2FE5CA801331
2016 Nissan Rogue VIN 5N1AT2MV3GC804617
2005 Subaru Legacy VIN 4S3BL676954215079
2015 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BSALCXF3284352
2021 Tap Tao Pony VIN L9NT0BAE8M1303474
2001 Toyota Sienna VIN 4T3ZF13C41U333252
2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW1K7AJ2CM345639

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                            6/24, 7/1, (7/8)

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

Join the Georgetown American Legion
The Rene J. Gagnon American Legion Post #211 is looking for new members to 

join, they would appreciate your help, you may join by contacting Doug Dawes at 
978.270.3037 or dougdawes@gmail.com. ♦

Salvation Army of Newburyport
presents-

Sailabration - Cruise for a Cause
Proceeds benefit local services

FRIDAY JULY 24, 2026 - 6:30-9:30
Sunset cruise on the new Captain's Lady IV 

$75 per person. includes-Food, DJ/dancing, Trivia, 
Silent Auction

Cash bar. For more info: salvationarmyma.org/sail
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RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE!  
Reach the Region

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 5

CONCOM WARS?

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

or the subject of pressure. 
Dobie did not respond to a question 

about why he abstained or if he was 
asked in advance to vote against her. 
Repplier, who served with Therrien 
on the SelectBoard and ConCom, 
did not respond to the question of 
why she voted against Therrien or if 
she was asked by someone to vote no. 

Hoover said, “No one asked me to 
not reappoint Rachel.  That was my 
decision.”

Holding several pages of paper, 
Selectman Michael Donahue, a fre-
quent critic of Therrien, asked to 
speak about her reappointment, but 
Dawes told him to limit his com-
ments to the motion. He put down 
his papers and said he was ready to 
vote.

In the past, Donahue submitted a 
1,300-word complaint to the Select-
Board against her. The SelectBoard 
considered Donahue’s complaint, 
but took no action. Town counsel KP 
Law opined that the complaint was 
only Donahue’s opinion. 

Therrien is on the witness list 
against Donahue in his suit against 
resident Kim Fair for calling him a 
“homophobe” on FaceBook. 

Rhythm Quartet (jazz)
Wednesday, July 15, 6:30PM: 

StraightJacket (90s rock cover band)
In case of inclement weather, the 

events will be held indoors at the 
library, 141 Main St.

Salisbury
WED. July 1: Christian Concert 

Series 6:30 - 9PM Oceanfront Stage 
- free.

 THURS July 2nd 3 - 7 PM Craft 
Fair at the Carousel

FRI, July 3:  Billy D. and the Rock-
Its presented by Tom Saab Real 
Estate, 7:30 - 10 Pm Oceanfront 
Stage. FREE

SAT, July 4: Scott Brown and the 
Diplomats on the Oceanfront stage. 
FREE

SAT, July 4: Fireworks10:15PM,

West Newbury
Summer Concert Series at the Band-

stand Every Thursday,  6:30pm-8pm
July 2nd- The Wolff Sisters
July 9th- Rum Runners String Band
July 16th- The Music of Led Zeppe-

lin w/Joe Musella & 
    Chris Cote

July 23rd- The Coalboilers
July 30th- The A Beez
August 6th- The Nephrok! All Stars
August 13th- Merrimack Valley Con-

cert Band
*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain 

dates August 20th and Aug
    27th.

Send your events to:
editor@TheTownCommon.com.

Printing of the above event advertisement is provided courtesy of The Town Common Publisher's Club.


