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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

REGIONAL – Veteran Realtor 
Frank Bertolino has been awarded 
the prestigious ICON award by his 
company, eXp Realty, for his excep-
tional success in selling North Shore 
real estate.

Bertolino, whose Salisbury-based 
firm, The North Shore Realty, has 37 
agents, including his daughters, Jenna 
Noone and Jamie Koulouras, who 
manage the eXp Realty affiliate and 

NEWBURYPORT – The popu-
lar Pleasant Street coffee shop Chang-
ing Tides has changed owners and is 
transitioning to be more than a cof-
fee shop. 

Anne and George Potts, who spent 
their careers in corporate finance, stra-
tegic planning and marketing, pur-
chased the shop and its lovely back 
patio from Kimberly Dillon. George 

GEORGETOWN – Rachel 
Therrien, the Chair, Vice Chair and 
long-time member of the Conserva-
tion Commission (ConCom) was not 
reappointed to serve the town. She 
is being replaced by a former Select-
Board Chair who has never served on 
the ConCom. 

Therrien was not invited to speak 
to the board to advocate for her reap-
pointment, which she wanted to 
do, although she was present and 
requested to speak. Chair Doug 
Dawes said it was his decision not to 
let Therrien speak because he did not 
want “controversy.”  

The Town Common offered Ther-
rien a chance to speak to the pub-
lic through the following “Exit Inter-
view.” Residents of Georgetown and 
the SelectBoard can read her views 
on the future of the ConCom and 
its independent enforcement of town 
regulation of the local bylaw, state wet-
lands and endangered species laws. 

She also shared her perspective on 
the constant attacks against the Con-

and positively impact company cul-
ture. This honor signals that these 
agents are leaders in their field and 
serve as examples to their colleagues 
by upholding the core values of eXp 
Realty.

The 71-year-old Bertolino has been 
an agent and broker for North Shore 
properties for 17 years, but he bought 
and sold his first house when he was 
27, shortly after leaving the military. 
He also owned a successful seafood 
business.

Com, which have occurred under four 
consecutive SelectBoard chairs. Two of 
these former SelectBoard chairs now 
serve on the ConCom, a board the 
SelectBoard has sought to control.

In the second of three articles, for-

help clients buy and sell homes.
“Congratulations on achieving eXp 

Realty ICON status! This incredi-
ble accomplishment is a testament 
to your hard work, dedication, lead-
ership and unwavering commitment 
to your clients and our team. We’re 
proud to celebrate this well-deserved 
recognition. Congratulations, Frank!” 
the company said. 

The eXp Realty ICON Agent 
Award is reserved for agents who 
achieve exceptional production goals 

grew up in New York City and Anne 
in Connecticut. 

They have already extended the 
hours, serve donuts three days a week 
instead of just on Fridays and are cre-
ating new signage to capitalize on the 
location between the Central Congre-
gational Church and the city’s park-
ing garage. 

“It is a good spot,” said Anne Potts. 
“Now we are looking at what else we 
can do here. George has lots of good 
ideas.”

The café’s gem is the back patio that 
has seating for 24 around tables under 
brightly colored umbrellas.  

The pair, who are more accus-
tomed to the pace of corporate life, 
have jumped into run the busy café. 

Frank Bertolino (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

Anne and George Potts at Changing Tides (Photo by Stewart Lytle)
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This will be a series of local businesses 
to encourage customers to shop locally 
and make people aware of the services 
and talents that we have surrounding us! 
Please shop local!

This week's business spotlight: "Bent 
Emporium" a curative vintage!"

Find at instagram@bent_emporium
Located: 2 Central Street, lower level 1
Phone: 351.207.5946
Summer hours: Wed - Sun: 1-5, Sat: 1-6 

Closed: Mon - Tues
Bent Emporium is comprised of three extremely, delight-

ful, ingenious, energetic ladies! The owner is Miranda 
Prosniewski of Swampscott, managed by Tina Smith of 
Groveland, with purchasing agent, Lee Ann Sisolak of 
Georgetown.

Bent emporium was opened in 2017, and was owned and 
originated by Robin Frans, who passed away in 2018. In 
honor of Robin's life and name, and dedication to her busi-
ness, her husband, Bruce Frans, of Georgetown, decided to 
donate the business to the current owner Miranda, to honor 
his wife's creation!

Robin named the store "Bent Emporium." She had the 
chiasmatic idea of reshaping items from their origin! So, the 

current owner and 
staff take products 
that they purchase 
from estate sales 
and auctions, and 
many times, they 
will re-design them 
to something more 
exquisite!

Tina Smith, a 
superior seam-
stress, talented cre-
ator, with origi-
nal ingenuity, can 
design just about 
anything! And Lee 
Ann has the ability 
and talent to mar-
ket these impec-
cable, captivating 
items. Lee Ann also 
has the ability to 
captivate audiences 
to get them into 
the store, by her 
advertising meth-
ods, and network-
ing.

This is a vintage 
resale store, where 
you can find just 
about anything 
from the past. 
What they don't 
use or sell, they 
donate to Grov-
eland Congrega-
tional Church, 
the Peace, Love 
Store owned by 
Kim Therrien, the 

country of Africa, and to Ruth’s House, in Haverhill.
The ladies had created a fashion show, in honor of Robin 

Frans, that involved, four stores from Georgetown includ-
ing: Lisa Scala's Antique's, Bent Emporium, and two oth-
ers, which have closed, with the proceeds going to Ruth's 
House of Haverhill in Robin's name. They are currently 
working on a new fashion show named: "Rubbish to Run-
way", again to honor, their friend, and former owner, Robin 
Frans, and benefit the proceeds to the Veasey Park of Grove-
land! They give back to our local communities. These ladies 
are heroines!

They are creating, discarded, destined-for-the-landfill, 
damaged, recycled items, and they will clean, and inge-
niously create into new, unique, amazing treasures!!!! 

The Bent Emporium won a vendor's award, from the 
“Boston Swing Central," an organization in Cambridge 
that offers swing dance lessons, on Friday nights, followed 
by a swing dance party (26 Newbury Street, suite 3, Cam-
bridge). Next, is roaringtwentieslawnparty.org. They are 
also involved in a "roaring 20's lawn party" located at Cas-
tle Hill on the Crane Estate, Ipswich, taking place Aug 1-2. 
Come and dance away! See Bostonswingcentral.org.

The store has so much to offer: refurbished VCRs, clocks, 
uranium glass, vintage artwork, pretty mirrors, lamps, 
kitchen equipment.

A tremendous amount of clothing, priced to sell! These 
girls are so clever that they took wedding dresses, and con-
verted them into prom dresses, and you'd never know! 
Intriguing books, and games! So many captivating hats, and 
stunning costume jewelry! I can see many various wedding 
dresses priced under $100. A designer, strapless, wedding 
dress! A mystique of vintage vinyl's in the record cave, and 
tapes! Volumes of titles, literature, books to read. All priced 

TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

15 Wed 12:15 10.0 12:53 8.4 6:45 -1.0 6:53 0.0 5:18 8:19

16 Thu 1:07 10.0 1:43 8.6 7:35 -1.0 7:46 -0.1 5:19 8:19

17 Fri 1:59 9.7 2:33 8.7 8:23 -0.9 8:39 -0.1 5:20 8:18

18 Sat 2:50 9.4 3:23 8.7 9:12 -0.6 9:33 0.1 5:21 8:17

19 Sun 3:42 8.9 4:14 8.7 10:00 -0.2 10:27 0.3 5:22 8:17

20 Mon 4:35 8.3 5:05 8.5 10:50 0.2 11:23 0.5 5:23 8:16

21 Tue 5:29 7.8 5:57 8.4 11:40 0.6 5:23 8:15

22 Wed 6:25 7.4 6:50 8.2 12:19 0.7 12:32 1.0 5:24 8:14
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Continued from page 1
BERTOLINO

Asked how many homes and busi-
nesses he has sold, Bertolino shakes 
his head. “I don’t keep track. What I 
care about is how many happy clients 
I have had.”

Bertolino may be best known in the 
community for his volunteer work 
as a four-time president of the local 

Lions Club. 
“All you have in life is your repu-

tation,” he said. “God put us here to 
help other people.” 

He had The North Shore Realty 
join eXp Realty because he liked its 
focus on serving clients, rather than 
worrying about commissions. He 
maintains an office in Salisbury, but 
most of his agents work remotely. He 
said he stresses integrity and doing 
what is best for the clients. 

eXp has an extensive training course 
for agents on line, teaching them how 
to generate business and sales. The 
training features a personalized avatar 
for each agent. 

Of course, Bertolino’s avatar is bald 
and has a bushy beard.    

Continued from page 1

Changing Tides Changes 
Hands

They are fortunate to have inherited 
a strong staff that includes Charlie 
Guest and Hannah Pierce.

“Taking over an on-going business 
is like merging into a busy highway,” 
Anne said.  

 The café is enjoying a success-
ful summer with it customer base 
expanding from the usual neighbor-
hood crowd to customers driving in 
from around the North Shore, look-
ing for George Howell Coffee they 
serve and fabulous pastries. 

If you can judge a popularity of a 
café by the number of dogs and their 
walkers standing out front for treats, 
Changing Tides is a roaring success. 

 Too often we... enjoy the comfort of 
opinion without the discomfort of thought.

                         -  John F. Kennedy 
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Missing Dock Found in Plain Sight:
Two Docks were Ordered to Replace Two Docks, But...

Drone photos show new swimming dock (top) with overlay of approx. dimension 
of older swimming dock (shown  in bottom photo, in two pieces on shore behind 

ball field). (Photos: The Town Common)

Dimensional scale representation of "docks" as ordered and assembled to replace old swimming dock. (The Town Common)

E-Mail Sent on May 4, 2026 questioning dock size.

GEORGETOWN – The search for 
a missing $11,166.50 dock the town 
bought for the American Legion Park 
on Pentucket Pond is over.

We found it. Well, actually, The 
Town Common took a tape measure 
to the pond to measure the old dock 
(out of the water, on land) and the new 
dock. Then we compared the two pur-
chase orders and found the dock right 
there floating in shallow water.

It just was not what the swimmers 
and fishing enthusiasts of Pentucket 
Pond expected when they voted to 
spend $20,000 of Community Pres-
ervation Funds for the new docks two 
years ago.

Here's how it happened: Subsequent 
to last week's article requesting infor-
mation on the docks, we received cop-
ies of e-mails from Selectman and Park 
and Recreation Chairman Mike Dona-
hue to Town Administrator Orlando 
Pacheco. Donahue, who has received 
considerable criticism for the docks, 
was seeking assurance that the admin-
istrator had ordered new docks which 
matched the two old docks in size.

Another e-mail from the George-
town Highway Department written 
by Peter Durkee on Monday, May 4, 
2026 at 1:36 PM replied to the Town 

Administrator's measurements, noting: 
"The old docks are 700sqft with two 
7x5 ramps. The new dock = 44 sqft." 
(See diagram.)

Twenty-two days after Donahue and 
Durkee sent their e-mails, the Town 
Administrator ordered the "second" 
dock (invoice dated May 26 in the 
amount of $11,166.50).

When the Boy Scouts came together 
to assemble the docks, they used all the 
material that had been delivered by the 
Great Northern Docks in Maine. They 
could only muster one small dock that 
lets "swimmers" jump into the water at 
a depth of 21 inches, about to the knees 
of an adult.

Meanwhile, Facebook postings con-
tinue to defend the taxpayer expendi-
ture of funds and especially the actions 
of the Town Administrator who placed 
the orders for the two small "docks" 

despite cautions raised by Durkee and 
Donahue.

In reviewing the dock purchase 
orders, Donahue has proposed 
potential reconfiguration of the 
old docks - eliminating dam-
aged sections, and/or repairing 
sections, to allow use of a dock 
for swimming with minimal cost 
to the town. But depending on 
the amount of work involved, it 
is uncertain if there will be a dock 
for swimmers this summer. 

The balance of the CPC 
$20,000 appropriation two 
years is $5,311.75, which could 
be applied toward a larger dock.  
That includes $3,521.75 for 
the first 'dock' and $11,166.50 
for the second 'dock' for a total 
spent from the appropriation of 
$14,688.24. ♦

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

OLD DOCK
(In Need of Repairs)

NEW DOCK 1 & DOCK 2
COMBINED TO REPLACE

OLD DOCK
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“DOCK 1”

11 2’x2’ SQUARES 
ORDERED 2025

“DOCK 2”

36 2’x2’ SQUARES
ORDERED 2026

‘DOCK 1” & “DOCK 2”

as assembled

NEW SWIMMING DOCK

OLD SWIMMING DOCK



Page 4                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                        July 15 - July 21, 2026

mer Chair Rachel Therrien, who has been on the inside 
of town government for more than a decade, shares with 
Stewart Lytle, senior reporter, and the public some of what 
goes on behind closed doors. 

After more than a dozen years on the ConCom, how 
effective do you think the commission will be in the 
future? I don’t have much faith that it will be effective. We 
don’t have the professional staff and are constantly being 
undercut by the SelectBoard and especially the Town 
Administrator, who appears to call the shots. Our most 
recent agent was fired by the TA without the Commis-
sion’s knowledge or consent, or that of the SelectBoard. 
Michele Grenier was recorded saying that the TA should 
do his job and used a not-nice adjective.  

He shot off a heat-seeking missile and fired her via 
e-mail, which he still hasn’t revealed how HE has the 
power to do that! And the SelectBoard won’t even meet 
to discuss Michele’s firing. They let the TA do whatever he 
wants with no oversight. According to Amy Smith, when 
the SelectBoard hired Pacheco to be the town administra-
tor, it gave him the authority of a town manager, contrary 
to the town’s charter. The stories I could, and perhaps Will 
someday, tell….

The two members who were appointed to the ConCom 
did not respect the SelectBoard process enough to appear 
at their appointment and reappointment. One member, 
who has never served on the ConCom, once advocated 
that the town get rid of poison ivy at the Community 
Gardens by burning it. Her poison ivy burning idea was 
dangerous and ignorant, as Chairman Shreder and I told 
her. The ConCom saved the surrounding neighborhoods 
from respiratory harm.  

Also, she asked for the taxpayers-supported CPC to pay 
for lunch and travel money for her supposed wildflower 
expert from western Mass when we have so much talent in 
our town. And there is an entirely free national program, 
which provides native planting plans that Ida Wye and I 
started in Georgetown.  

As chair of the SelectBoard, Amy Smith did more dam-
age to the ConCom than any other chair in my recol-
lection. For that, she was rewarded with a seat on the 
commission she tried to destroy. She’s a bully, described 
as a female version of Sherlock Holmes’ opponent James 
Moriarty, but without his intelligence.

When she was the Select-
Board Chair, I had to hire an 
attorney because she threat-
ened me that she could 
“compel” me to do what she 
ordered. The SelectBoard 
chair has no such power, but 
she said if I didn’t do as she 
commanded, things would 
“get ugly” for me. 

The Select Board is not sup-
posed to bully and harass. 
Being on the SelectBoard 
myself, I know that any mem-
ber who acts or thinks that is 
how an elected official should 
behave is a detriment to inde-
pendent boards and commis-
sions and to the whole town. 

Why is the Conservation 
Bylaw so important? The 
Conservation bylaw, regula-
tions and state regulations are 

there for a reason and must be upheld. It protects the town 
and keeps homes and businesses from flooding and other 
events that would result in millions of dollars in lawsuits.

We cannot have an agent, even an interim agent, who 
does not know how to post a meeting and runs to the TA 
for instructions rather than to the Commission. Under 
state law, the Commission has the power to direct its 
agent, not the TA. 

What challenges do you see the Commission fac-
ing in the future? How will these challenges affect the 
town? I want to believe that the Commission can recover 
from those who have tried to decimate it. There is a steep 
learning curve for what we have to do. The bylaw and 
regulations are highly complex and technical. A toothless 
commission that has no institutional knowledge or even 
knows where the open spaces in town are cannot enforce 
the bylaw. 

A member of the “now” ConCom chose to disregard a 
24-year member of the commission, who helped write the 
bylaw to help her friends and supporters. 

What else would you like to share with our readers? 
It is greatly disappointing that the leadership of George-
town would rather “go in a different direction,” as the 
SelectBoard Chair said, than have the Commission have 
members and staff who have actual knowledge and a bud-
get to enforce the bylaw effectively.  Many seem to think 
that based on past comments by the chair, who is a Real-
tor, that “different direction” means rubber-stamping any-
thing real estate developers want to do. Remember, he was 
the advocate for the marijuana businesses in town, and we 
still can’t find where the money went.  

We used to have a staff person at the window to answer 
residents’ questions. The agent spent half of her/his time 
in the office answering questions and the other half meet-
ing with applicants at the sites.

We have members on the Commission now who have 
zero knowledge of how the Commission works or the fun-
damentals of the process. There is a reason why there is 
oversight and multi-step processes, so projects are not just 
rammed through and rubberstamped. 

We tried to work with every applicant, who will not 
be happy 100 percent of the time. Some things residents 
want to do are illegal and not permissible under state and 
local laws. 

As chair, I did what was requested of me by the Select-
Board chair Rob Hoover to make things move more 
smoothly. That was my mistake to think that he had the 
best interests of the town, the ConCom or the taxpayers at 
heart. The Commission, according to certain members of 
the SelectBoard, including the current and former chairs, 
has a reputation of being difficult to work with. But when 
you ask them for specifics, they speak with venom, refuse 
to give documentation and just say we need to move 
along, “look to the future.” I have tried to use my train-
ing and my knowledge to move forward. I despise hidden 
agendas and sugary vague political talk to lure voters into 
a false sense of security, when I know and have seen things 
are different.

The Commission meets to discuss and review only the 
larger and more difficult projects, or projects that require 
special attention to ensure the applicant is provided with 
all the resources the town can provide to do things effi-
ciently and timely. The Commission is here to help, but 
yes, we have a policing role of the state and local laws, that 
requires attention. We have the authority to issue enforce-
ment letters, which we try to do sparingly and work with 
the applicant.

Next Week. The Town Common’s Exit Interview with 
Rachel Therrien gives her perspective on the elected and 
appointed leadership of Georgetown.  

PART 2, Continued from page 1

'EXIT INTERVIEW'

Jason Mello (left) with Mark Van Weelden

Mello Transfer Station by the Numbers
In only the first four months of operating the new solid waste transfer 

station located at 20 Carleton Drive in Georgetown, the Mello team contin-
ues to manage area solid waste and recycling safely and efficiently with proven 
results.

Notably, the transfer station has received, processed, and transported for 
disposal 10,453 tons of solid waste through the month of June.  

The transfer stations continued focus on recycling has achieved positive 
results. Mello transfer recycling numbers through June 30th: 

   222    Tons of bulk metal 
      32   Tons of freon containing appliances
1,839   Units of Mattresses/box springs
      38   Tons of single stream recycling
      73   Tons of corrugated cardboard
      31   Tons of bagged yard waste
     1.3   Tons of televisions - electronic waste
 1,070  Pounds of other electronic waste
      37    Liquid propane tanks
      11   Tons of used tires
      47    Pounds of Alkaline/Lithium Ion/lead acid batteries
      89     American flags collected for proper retirement
“I am very proud of the level of service and commitment our employees 

have provided to our customers and the public.  I am equally proud of all 
the extremely positive comments we received during our recent month-long 
customer survey,”Mark Van Weelden, Vice President of Business Development   
said.   www.mellodisposal.com

Editor’s Note: This letter was recently sent to 
members of the Georgetown SelectBoard by a 
long-time resident who agreed that we could share 
it with all its readers.

Dear Selectboard Chair, Doug Dawes,
I am disappointed that Rachel Therrien, after 

14 years on CONCOM, was not re-appointed or 
given an exit interview, which is standard protocol. 
The reason you gave for not allowing the exit inter-
view was "because it would cause too much con-
troversy". This is an unacceptable treatment of a 
town official who has served for over a decade, and 
I believe the people of Georgetown deserve better. 

I am asking the Select Board to answer; 1) 
WHAT the reason was that she was not re-ap-
pointed after 14 years? 2) WHY after 14 years as a 
public official wasn't she given the basic respect to 
speak, as everyone else has? 

From my observation Rachel has served the town 
with competence, devotion and passion as a mem-
ber of CONCOM throughout her tenure. As you 
are aware, she has been attacked by various individ-
uals multiple times over futile, false allegations. It is 
appearing that the Select Board has eliminated her 
because she was standing in the way of their own 
agenda, which also appears to have been done to 
Carl Sheder and other members of CONCOM. 

As you know I am a long-term resident of George-
town. I resided here from 1984 - 1999, and then 
again from 2014 - present. Recently I campaigned 
for two Select Board members because of what 
they stood for, but they changed their positions 
after they were elected. I campaigned for my father 
in-law, Kenneth Owens, Town Treasurer and Town 

Clerk whom you remember back in the 1990s. He 
was well-known and respected as a good and hon-
est town official who NEVER participated in neg-
ative political practices. Ken would not approve of 
the unprofessionalism and lack of adherence to the 
approved protocol in our town govt. we are seeing 
today and neither do I, my family and many other 
tax paying residents. 

What has just happened here with Rachel Ther-
rien is just one more of a myriad of concerning 
political events that continue to happen. What I 
(and many other residents) see is that much of the 
politics of our town government has questionable 
practices that warrant further scrutiny. The Board's 
sudden decision to disallow Rachel to continue to 
serve, and the basic respect to speak and defend her 
value to the town is deeply disappointing, and con-
trary to the values of our community, especially 
after her long-time service to Georgetown. 

I request a written explanation to the residents 
of Georgetown for Rachel Therrien's non-reap-
pointment and a commitment to provide her an 
exit interview with all of the Select Board present, 
as has been done for all others. It is important for 
the residents to hear what she has to say, and pro-
motes transparency and trust, something which is 
currently lacking.

Thank you,
Claudia Owens
Note: The SelectBoard is not required to allow 

applicants for boards and commissions to speak on 
their behalf, but in practice the board usually allows 
an applicant who is present to speak. 

Letter to the Chair and Georgetown Select Board
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WED. JULY 15
 Rowley Library lawn 6:30PM 

StraightJacket (90s rock cover band): 
Bring a blanket or chair and relax on 
their beautiful front lawn while enjoy-
ing great local musicians. Free fro-
zen treats will be provided. In case of 
inclement weather, the events will be 
held indoors at the library, 141 Main 
St.

Georgetown
 6 PM: This concert will take place 

outside on the library lawn so please 
bring lawn chairs or blankets. If the 
weather does not cooperate, the 
concert may be moved to another 
Wednesday night or cancelled.

www.georgetownpl.org/events
Hampton Beach

Fireworks at dark.
Rowley

 6:30PM: Music! , Rowley Library. 
Bring a blanket or chair and relax on 
their beautiful front lawn while enjoy-
ing great local musicians. Free fro-
zen treats will be provided. In case of 
inclement weather, the events will be 
held indoors at the library, 141 Main 
St.

Salisbury
Christian Concert Series 6:30 - 

9PM Oceanfront Stage - free.

THURS, JULY 16
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Band-
stand Every Thursday,  6:30pm-8pm

The Music of Led Zeppelin w/Joe 
Musella & Chris Cote *All shows are 
"Shine Only." Rain dates August 20th 
and Aug 27th.

FRI, JULY 17
Salisbury

Friday Night Beach Parties w/ 
Ralphie B (Rock & Roll Oldies) 

SAT, JULY 18
Hamilton

Military Service Dat at the Patton 
Homestead - Helicopters, Nationa 
Guard, Tanks, Drum and Fife, 
Mounted Horses, Re-enactors. 10 am 
- 4 pm rain or shine. 650 Asbury St.
Suggested Parking $10 donation

Salisbury
Free Saturday Night Concerts on 

the Oceanfront Stage 
FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM

SUN, JULY 19
Georgetown

WINDHAM Swing Band - big 
band Music from the golden age. 5- 7 
pm, free, American Legion Park

TUES, JULY 21
Ipswich

Downtown Tuesday, featuring 
Chuck & The Players. 6-8 pm, Free 
TakeOut Terrace Truss & Stage

WED, JULY 22
Boxford

Summer BBQs at noon. Reserva-
tions required by Thursday the week 
before the BBQ. Cost of lunch is $5.  
Council on Aging, 10 Elm St. 978-
887-3591

Georgetown
Susie's Story Garend - Free Story-

time at Hatter's Tea Shope, 10 AM. 
Continued on page 8

DEATH NOTICES: The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home City/Town
Charles L. LeGasse Haverhill, MA Berube-Comeau Funeral Home Plaistow
Danielle M. Casale-Riley Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral 

Directors DanversPeter J. Martin Peabody, MA 
Cynthia A. Bell Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 
John Freeman Randall, III Ipswich, MA Campbell Funeral Home IpswichJonathan Elliott Lamson Hamilton, MA
Maria Lee Contos Arlington, MA 

Casper Funeral & Cremation 
Services BostonEarl Ronald Jones Lynn, MA 

Edward Robert Quinn Weymouth, MA 

Gertrude O’Sullivan Walsh North Andover, 
MA 

Conte Funeral Home North AndoverJoan M. Pierro Salem, NH 
Benjamin “Benny” Volinski Londonderry, NH 
Nancy E. McKie Lynn, MA 

Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral 
Home PeabodyRichard Edward Newberry, 

Sr. Peabody, MA 

Dorothy James Tyburc Peabody, MA 
Jessica Pelletier Plaistow, NH 

Driscoll Funeral Home & 
Cremation Service HaverhillLisa Sanborn Georgetown, MA 

Frances Alfia Marchesini Merrimac, MA 
Pamela Brown Amesbury, MA E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Amesbury
George L. Clark Newburyport, MA F.S. Roberts & Son Funeral 

Home Rowley Alfonso Paglia Rowley, MA
David Gilbert Ferreira Haverhill, MA 

Farmer Funeral Homes & 
Cremation Services HaverhillJames P. Akstin Haverhill, MA 

Billie “Tennie” D. Deveau Amesbury, MA 

Cynthia (Vaughan) White Andover, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral 
Home, Inc. North Andover

Ben Vasapoli Boston, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton
Louis “Lou” Mayle, Sr. Marblehead, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem
Barbara Ellen Stillman Danvers, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-

Celebrations DanversNancy Joan (Pasquale) Tracy Middleton, MA 
Rosemary (Ouellette) 
Jennings Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-

Celebrations Salem

Francis Allen Frank Newington, NH
Remick & Gendron Funeral 
Home Hampton John Wendell Titus Exeter, NH

Dana John Lindberg Hampton, NH 

Anthony J. Christiano Newburyport, MA Twomey, LeBlanc& Conte 
Funeral Home Newburyport

The Town Common
2026 - 2027 Publisher's Club
of supporters of this paper who help us sustain and grow.

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 
worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) printed 
within the newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.  
List my donation as:

The Town Common
Advertising/Sponsors

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie
CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

YES, please also send me a magnetic 
bumper 'sticker' (as shown above).

Lighthouse Thrift Store - SALISBURY
SALISBURY, MASS. − The First Parish Newbury Food Pantry and Lighthouse 

Thrift Shop (Previously Leeward Light) partner together to support neighbors 
in our community. From left to right in photo: Beverly, Jane (from First Par-
ish Church), Herb, Jonathan, Morgan, Kate, and Jane outside of the Lighthouse 
Thrift Store on Rte. 1., 126 Bridge Road, Salisbury.  Store hours: Tuesday - Sunday 
10 am - 5 pm, Sunday 10 am - 4 pm  (Photo by Julianne DeSantis)
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I cook with wine. 
Sometimes I even 

add it to the food.      
          - W.C. Fields

They say 
marriages are made 
in Heaven. But so is 
thunder and 
lightning.  
 - Clint Eastwood

When we ask for 
advice, we are 
usually looking for 
an accomplice. 

   - Saul Bellow

Send your 
favorite quotes and 
notes to:

editor@TheTown 
Common.com.

Garden Tip 
#9: Your toma-
toes will die. 

It's all about a 
ground-born dis-
ease that comes 
up through the 
roots and turns 
the lower leaves 
yellow, and pro-
gresses through 
the plant. Solu-
tion: Mycorrhi-
zal Fungi. Ama-
zon. Incredible.

Hand Tub Muster in West Newbury
By Richard Baker

The West Newbury Veteran Fire-
fighters Association is holding its first 
Hand Tub Muster in decades from 
noon until late afternoon on Saturday, 
July 18th at Burnham Field / Cam-
mett Park on Bachelor Street in West 
Newbury.  Food will be provided by 
the West Newbury Fire Company.

A Hand Tub is an antique fire 
engine operated by human power. 
Teams of ten to forty men lift and 
lower long, parallel wooden rails 
called brakes. They rock the brakes 
up and down in a rapid, synchronized 
motion to power the pistons operat-
ing hand-powered water pumps.  

The Muster is a sporting competi-
tion between towns to see who can 
pump water the farthest with the 
antique fire engine.  Hand Tub Mus-
ters have been held in New England 
for over 175 years.

In the competition, each team gets 

a 15-minute window on a pumping 
platform. Within that timeframe, 
they can attempt multiple "shoots" or 
"plays".  Each shot usually lasts about 
30 to 45 seconds of actual pumping in 
an intense burst of pumping.  Judges 
measure the exact horizontal distance 
of the water stream from the nozzle 
tip to the furthest dime-sized drop of 
water hitting the ground.

On July 18th, teams from Ash-
burnham (Hancock #128), Newbury 
(Protection #1), Bath, ME (General 
Bates and the Quansigamog)), West 
Newbury (Gardner 4), Mystic, CT 
(T.W.Lane), Newmarket, NH (Tiger 
#1), and Southborough (Union #1) 
have signed up to compete.  

The public is invited to see this 
unusual competition.  Many teams 
allow the public to help pump; West 
Newbury’s Gardner 4 is looking for 
help with pumping. Parking for the 
public will be by the Bandstand.  ♦
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The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HAY FOR SALE
Horse Quality Hay 

Buy direct from the Farm!  
Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
508 982 0635

HELP WANTED

PT customer service position
Perfect for mother's hours
Counter assistance
Mondays & Fridays - more
hours may be available.
PT delivery help
Perfect for pt college student
No driving necessary -
must be able to lift
50+ lbs.
Mondays & Fridays,
other days may be needed.
Either position, please email:
ktr1998@hotmail.com

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

Join the marketing team at The Town 
Common as a commissioned advertising 
salesperson. Help businesses and groups 
in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 
cities/towns). You will reach out, visit, and 
sell advertising to a wide range of corporate 
and local mom/pop businesses. Our goal is 
simple: make it easy for our advertisers to 
grow with us. You need to be able to work 
independently, be totally self-motivated, 
and issue simply daily activity reports to the 
advertising manager. Our clients deserve 
the best in everything that we do. Lonnie@
TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 
pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

RELIGION
I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS
Give a special shout-out... promote 
a group.....  4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

The worst time to have a heart attack is 
during a game of charades. 
                                 - Demetri Martin

A smile is a curve that sets every-
thing straight. - Phyllis Diller

Hard to ignore this little box.
Imagine if your classified ad was 
here?

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

978-771-892669 PARADISE ROAD - IPSWICH

ELECTRONIC INSTALLATIONS

OUTBOARD & I/O REPAIR SHRINK WRAP - STORAGE

TRAILER SERVICE & REPAIRS

Full Service Boat & 

Trailer Repair

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

HELP WANTED
 The Town Common seeks an accounts manager to follow-up phone 

calls, e-mails, leads, and reach out to local businesses and groups. This 
is an ultra-flexible job: You work where you want, when you want, how 
you want. Start by dedicating a few hours each week to these tasks 
and build up your income with each well-paid commissioned sale. You 
earn with each new ad campaign or sponsorship and continue to earn 
residuals with each renewal you manage. Your income continues to 
grow uncapped. Of course, if you wish to work more hours – go for it! 
The more accounts you manage, the more you earn!  Call me: Lonnie 
Brennan - Nights after 7:00 p.m., weekends any time: 978-609-4183 
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REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers! $24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers! $24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Continued from page 2
Continued from page 5

bentLOCAL HAPPENINGS

10 E. Main st. Register: hatterstea-
shoppe@outlook.com

Newburyport
6:30-9:30 Salvation Army of 

Newburyport presents- Sailabration 
- Cruise for a Cause. Proceeds bene-
fit local services. Sunset cruise on the 
new Captain's Lady IV. $75 per per-
son. includes-Food, DJ/dancing, Trivia, 
Silent Auction, Cash bar. For more 
info: salvationarmyma.org/sail

Salisbury
CAR SHOW! 167 Elm St. Rte 

110 -  5 - 8 PM at DINOLAND Ice 
Cream Bar and Par 18 Hole Mini 
Golf! All special interest vehicles wel-
come@!

THURS, JULY 23
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Band-
stand Every Thursday,  6:30pm-8pm

July 23rd- The Coalboilers
*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain 

dates August 20t1h and Aug 27th.

FRI, JULY 24
West Newbury

6:30-9:30 Sailabration Cruise 
to support the Salvation Army - 
Sunset cruise on the new Cap-
tain's Lady IV. $75 per person. 
includes-Food, DJ/dancing, Trivia, 
Silent Auction Cash bar. For more info: 
salvationarmyma.org/sail

SAT JULY 25
Georgetown

Story Time 11 am. at Hatter's Tea 
Shoppe, 10 East Main St.  www.hat-
tersteashoppe.com

Georgetown
Farmer's Market - American Legion 

Park - 10 am. - 2 PM
Newburyport

A Midsummer's Night Dream
4 PM - Maudslay State Park - pay 
what you will. Resserve your ticket at 
theatreintheopen.org.

Salisbury
Free Saturday Night Concerts on 

the Oceanfront Stage 
FIREWORKS! 10:15 PM

Salisbury
The Actors Studio of Newburyport 

presents Mike Kimball, Michael 
burde, and Dana Pearson in: Early 
Bob: 1926 -1973 A Live Concert: 7 
pm, $20  - newburyportacting.org

SUN JULY 26
Georgetown

Drop-In Adult Coloring Club, 11 
am - 4 pm: Hatter's Tea Shoppe, 10 
East Main St.  www.hattersteashoppe.
com

Georgetown
Annie Brobst Country Singer. 5- 7 

pm, free, American Legion Park

THURS, JULY 30
West Newbury

Summer Concert Series at the Band-
stand Every Thursday,  6:30pm-8pm

July 30th- The A Beez
*All shows are "Shine Only." Rain 

dates August 20th and Aug 27th.

Send your events to:
editor@TheTownCommon.com.

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

WANTED TO BUY
Seeking ground-level living in Rowley 

or Newbury. No more stairs! 
Ranch-style home sought, in any condition. Will 
pay fair marekt price "as is" without the need for 

any repairs. Not an agent. See page 7.

to be sold at sight!
Bent has a very, very broad spectrum 

of customers, they service many of 
towns in a radius of 70 miles! Miranda 
built the business because she and her 
staff feel investing in customer service 
is the key to long-term business and 
returning customers, in making your 
business successful! And it comes natu-
rally, as we value our customers!

After eight years being in business, 
having an envisioned an idea to create, 
giving back to the community, work-
ing with other businesses, they would 
like to offer you a discount: please 
visit the store that we have kept creat-
ing, after their friend’s departure, ***** 
20% off***** by mentioning this story.

The owner is also offering for free: A 
playable piano soundboard assembly, 
exposed strings, bridges, etc., mounted 
on a display board, absolutely free! 
Great for children to get in tune with 
music!!! "Playable art"! Come and pick 
it up! It's free! First person to ask!

 Come and visit us, you won't be dis-
appointed, you'll find things, you for-
got they existed!!!!!

****remember to shop locally, these 
local businesses that I have been writ-
ing about, are well worth your visit, 
and much more exciting than big box 
stores!!****  ♦

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Alfonso Paglia, known lovingly to all as Al, passed away peacefully at home on July 
9, 2026, surrounded by the quiet dignity of a life well lived. He was born in Italy and 
immigrated to Canada and the United States, where he built a life marked by faith, 
devotion, and steady love for his family and community.

Al was a proud and devoted Christian man whose life reflected the values he held 
dearly. He was faith-filled, loving, generous, and those who knew him were blessed by 
his gentle spirit and kind heart. Al lived with humility and strength, always carrying 
himself with the grace of a man who understood the importance of hard work, fam-
ily, and above all trust in God. His presence brought comfort and warmth to others, 
and he will be remembered as a man who gave of himself freely and without hesitation.

Al proudly retired from General Electric, where he served as a project craftsman. He 
was respected by his coworkers for his strong work ethic, reliability, and his willingness 
to always lend a helping hand. In addition to his career at General Electric, he devoted 
himself to a family business.

Al found great joy in the simple and meaningful things of life. His passions were soccer and history, as well as his 
love for sharing stories from the past about his family and friends. He also enjoyed working outside, tending to chick-
ens, and making his own wine, which he loved sharing with friends. Al also loved playing the Italian card game Scopa 
with family and friends, where laughter, tradition, and togetherness filled the room.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years, Eliana Paglia, his son, Attilio Jude Paglia, his daughter-in-law, Tina Paglia, 
and his grandson, Cesare Alfonso Paglia. He was predeceased by his parents Joseph and Angela Paglia, his sister, Phyl-
lis Longo, and his brothers, Luigi Paglia and Donato Paglia. Alfonso is survived by his sisters Maria Procaccini, Sarah 
DeSimone, and Grace Servizio. He is also remembered and loved by his many nieces and nephews.

Relatives and Friends gathered on Monday, July 13, 2026 at St. Mary’s Parish of Rowley, MA. I n lieu of flowers, 
donations may be pledged to Saint Mary Parish ~ Rowley, Council 6064, Knights of Columbus.

To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, 
please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.

~ Arrangements entrusted to F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

Alfonso Paglia


