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REGIONAL – The planned meet-
ing between the North Shore legislative 
delegation and a key school committee 
for the future of the Whittier Regional 
Vocational Technical High School was 
postponed indefinitely because the 

BOXFORD – Juliana and James 
Joyce share many character traits with 
the namesake or patron saint of the 
St. George’s Classical Academy they 
operate such as courage, chivalry and 
faith in God.

But like the legendary Grecian 
Roman soldier who slayed a dragon, 
the couple is not afraid to make bold 
decisions. 

After only one year running the 

REGIONAL – Being the 250th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, it is likely that many people will be buy-
ing new flags this year to replace older versions of Old Glory.

But what do you do with that torn, tattered flag? You can’t just 
put it in the regular 
trash. That is not 
just disrespectful, 
but illegal. 

Your old flag 
needs to be dis-
posed of in a dig-
nified, appropriate 
manner. 

That’s where the 
J. Mello Disposal 
team comes in. It 
has installed a dedi-
cated U.S. Flag box 
as part of its new 
trash transfer sta-
tion at 20 Carleton 
Drive in George-
town. 

Mello has always 
accepted U.S. flags 
for proper retire-

committee members from the district’s 
11 cities and towns are so divided. 

The Regional Agreement Amend-
ment Committee (RAAC) is charged 
with creating a new governing docu-
ment among the cities and towns in the 
Whittier district. Without that agree-

Whittier Fails to Solve Disagreements
With Enrollment Caps, Towns Feel Abused, Paying Top Dollar 
for Few Students as City of Haverhill Takes Lions Share of Seats

St. George’s Classical Academy 
Boldly Grows 

Retiring Old Glory at Local 
Collection Box

Connor Durkee retires flag at Mellos

Juliana Schneider Joyce and Dr. Colin James Joyce in front of their new school 
(Photo by Stewart Lytle)

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The town’s Conservation Commission 
(ConCom) was scheduled to hold a special meeting this week 
to discuss hiring a director to replace Michele Grenier, who was 
fired by Town Administrator Orlando Pacheco in a controversial 
action that opened the town to the potential of a large law suit 
and left a key town board with no staff.

The town has referred to its insurance firm Grenier’s attorney 
Simon Mann’s letter demanding a year’s pay in compensation for 
her treatment by the town. The attorney gave Pacheco a deadline 
of 30 days, which has passed, to respond to his demand.

The town has also appealed the decision by the state to grant 
Grenier unemployment assistance.  

In the termination letter, Pacheco wrote that he fired Grenier 
for allegedly concealing a transcript of a Zoom recording of her 
conversations prior to the meeting. Grenier said that she never 
concealed any transcript and gave all the documents to town 
Clerk Kerri McManus. 

Pacheco also cited a recorded comment by Grenier in the tran-

IPSWICH – On his first day as the new town 
manager, Brendan Sweeney met last week with 
the SelectBoard to discuss theirs and his priorities 
for the first several months that included solid-
ifying the town’s finances, making progress on 
several construction projects, building employee 
morale and his learning about the important 
shellfish industry. 

In a highly cordial exchange, the town leaders 
ironed out how they plan to work and commu-
nicate together. Sweeney, who grew up in Ipswich 
before becoming a Beverly City councilmember 
and Boxford’s deputy town administrator, prom-
ised to communicate often and through various 
platforms with the SelectBoard.

“We want you to be candid. We want the unfil-
tered version,” Chair Michael Doughtery said.

In a discussion about whether Sweeney would 
Continued on page 8Continued on page 3

Town Tries to Deny ConCom 
Agent Unemployment Benefits

SelectBoard, Manager
Get Off to Strong Start

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

Rowley's Iconic Village Pancake House
Rachel Corkum takes patrons orders on another 

busy Sunday at the Village Pancake House in Rowley. 
(Photo: Alan Aulson)
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TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

3 Wed 1:51 8.4 2:27 7.2 8:19 0.4 8:22 1.5 5:06 8:16

4 Thu 2:32 8.4 3:10 7.2 9:01 0.5 9:07 1.6 5:05 8:17

5 Fri 3:16 8.2 3:55 7.2 9:45 0.6 9:54 1.6 5:05 8:17

6 Sat 4:03 8.1 4:43 7.3 10:31 0.6 10:46 1.5 5:05 8:18

7 Sun 4:54 7.9 5:32 7.5 11:19 0.7 11:40 1.4 5:05 8:19

8 Mon 5:47 7.8 6:23 7.8 12:08 0.8 5:04 8:19

9 Tue 6:42 7.7 7:14 8.1 12:36 1.2 12:58 0.8 5:04 8:20

10 Wed 7:40 7.6 8:07 8.5 1:33 0.9 1:50 0.8 5:04 8:21

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
36 Y  E  / R   
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978-314-0140978-314-0140

REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Going to an event in your community? 
Share your photos with The Town 

Common. We love to print your photos!

Sat. June 6th 1-3 p.m.
Pink House Sock Hop
NEWBURY -- The Rip Tide Café &Bar 

will host the first-ever Pink House Sock Hop 
from 1 to 3 p.m. Sat., June 6, to celebrate 
the new sign on Plum Island Turnpike and 
honor Bruce Stott, who grew up in The Pink 
House.

Bruce will share some of his memories. 
He and his wife, Linda, were married in the 
backyard. 

West Newbury G.A.R. Memorial Library 
Upcoming Events

submitted by Rebecca Shea
Assistant Librarian, G.A.R. Memorial Library

Hang out with Frasier  Wednesday June 3 from 4:00-5:00 PM 
Please come and make friends with Frasier, our very mellow retired seeing eye 

dog. He loves stories and would like to hear you read to him. Drop by and have 
fun.

Pop-up Book Club: Lincoln in the Bardo Tuesday June 16, 6-7 PM. Join us 
for a pop-up book club to discuss George Saunders' Lincoln in the Bardo. Win-
ner of the 2017 Booker Prize,  one of  The New York Times’ 100 Best Books of the 
21st Century, one of The Atlantic’s Great American Novels of the Past 100 Years, 
one of Paste’s Best Novels of the Decade. Also named one of the ten best books of 
the year by The Washington Post, USA Today, and O: The Oprah Magazine.  "The 
book, mainly set in a Washington DC graveyard, tells the story of the hours after 
Willie Lincoln's funeral from the perspective of the graveyard residents." Let's get 
together and see what we can make of this unusual story which blends novel, his-
torical fiction, experimental literature, magical realism, and biographical fiction. 
Hardcover copies will be available at the Library, or request your copy from the 
MVLC catalog. There are eBook and eAudio versions as well, the audio features a 
full cast of 166 and has also won awards.

Virtual: Celebrating America's 250th "Boston, 1776" with Author J.D. 
Dickey Monday, June 22 from 7-8 PM

We are so pleased to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence and who would be better to kick it off than author J.D. 
Dickey discussing his book, "Boston, 1776: A Rogue Tour of Revolution City". 
Relive the chaos, courage, and color of the American Revolution’s capital city 
while meeting those who led the fight in the nation’s War of Independence. We 
hope you can join us for this fascinating conversation!  This program is hosted by 
the Ashland Public Library in coordination with many other area libraries.  Spon-
sored in part by the Friends of the West Newbury Library.  RSVP for the link to 
the discussion.

Boxford Curbside Trash & Recycling
Deadline June 12 for Renewal

submitted by Matthew Coogan
Town Administrator/ CPO, Town of Boxford

BOXFORD − The Town of Boxford is reminding residents participating in 
the Town’s automated curbside trash and recycling collection program that annual 
renewal payments for Fiscal Year 2027 are now due. The FY27 program period 
runs from July 1, 2026 through June 30, 2027.

The annual user fee remains $175 per trash barrel per household as part of 
the Town’s five-year contract with G. Mello Disposal Corp.. Residents must sub-
mit payment by Friday, June 12, 2026 in order to continue participating in the 
Town-managed curbside collection program for the upcoming fiscal year.

Most households already have Town-issued trash and recycling carts through the 
automated collection program launched nearly two years ago. For those residents, 
renewal simply involves paying the annual fee to continue receiving weekly curb-
side trash collection and bi-weekly recycling collection services through the Town’s 
partnership with G. Mello.

The standard annual fee covers one year of collection service for one 65-gallon 
trash container and one 95-gallon recycling container. 

Residents are strongly encouraged to renew online through the Town’s secure 
payment portal, which remains the easiest and most convenient payment option. 
Payments may also be made in person at the Health Department window at Town 
Hall.

Residents who previously purchased one or two additional trash containers 
must also pay a supplemental annual fee of $175 per additional trash container. 
The supplemental fee amount will automatically be reflected when residents enter 
their street address in the online payment system.

Residents who previously ordered an additional recycling container should note 
that the associated $85 fee was a one-time charge and is not an annual fee.

Households that do not currently have the trash or recycling containers assigned 
to their property, or residents interested in purchasing additional trash or recy-
cling containers for the first time, should contact the Boxford Health Department 
directly at (978) 887-2875 or visit the Health Department window at Town Hall.

The automated collection program utilizes standardized Town-issued carts to 
improve collection efficiency, enhance safety, and modernize residential solid 
waste and recycling services throughout the community.

Additional information regarding the automated trash and recycling collection 
program, including online payment information and cart requests, is available on 
the Town website at the Town’s Trash & Recycling Information page:

www.boxfordma.gov/357/Trash-Recycling-Information

Boxford Hazardous Waste Collection
submitted by Karen Sheridan

Chair, Town of Boxford Recycling Committee
BOXFORD − The Town of Boxford reminds residents not to dispose of haz-

ardous materials in their trash. Boxford holds an annual Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection which will be held this year on November 14th in conjunction 
with the towns of Topsfield and Middleton. Boxford residents are not charged a 
fee to dispose of most hazardous products like oil-based paints, pesticides, gaso-
line and anti-freeze.

Boxford residents can also access other towns hazardous waste collections for 
fees set by those towns. The Town of Boxford’s website lists details on those recip-
rocal events as well as Boxford’s HHW event.

Correction
In last week's Memorial Day article I mistakely printed the wrong Post num-

ber for the Georgetown American Legion. It is Post 211. You can see their 
flyer on the next page of an upcoming event on June 13 at the Byfield Parish 
Church Burial Ground.  Join in please!    - Lonnie Brennan
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Town of Rye Shares Information on 
New Parking Ordinance 

RYE, N.H. − The Town of Rye shares the following information regarding 
a new ordinance that affects parking along Ocean Boulevard.

 The Select Board approved the new parking ordinance in a public meet-
ing on May 11, 2026. The change was the result of an extensive review by the 
Town, Department of Public Works, and the Police Department.

 The review determined that parking along sections of Ocean Boulevard/
Route 1A reduced the line of sight and created potential hazards for motor-
ists and pedestri-ans.

 The changes are consistent with the Town's commitment to protecting the 
safety of residents and visitors.

 As part of the ordinance, the Town is required to notify the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation, which is responsible for Route 
1 as a state road. NHDOT recently began installing signage.

 The Town, Police Department, and Department of Public Works thank 
the community for its understanding and patience as this significant 
parking change is implemented. The town's 8-page detailed parking 
ordinance can be read at: tinyurl.com/ryeparkingchanges.

Continued from page 1
MELLOS - FLAGS

ment, but the hope is that they will 
receive more by adding a dedicated col-
lection box.  And Mello will dispose of 
the old flag for free.  

“As a first Gulf War veteran, I am proud 

to work for a company that understands 
the importance of true patriotism and 
dedication to our national symbol of free-
dom.” Mark Van Weelden, vice president 
of Mello business development said. 

All flags collected are hand delivered to 
an Energy to Waste facility to be prop-
erly disposed of through its thermos pro-

cess.  This retirement process is a tradi-
tion for these facilities and is completed 
in a highly dignified manner. 

The flags, which are burned, are always 
processed separately from any solid waste 
between shut-down and start-up when 
there is no trash in the boiler.

♦ 

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales 

WE COVER A TREMENDOUS 
TERRITORY AND NEED 

SOMEONE TO VISIT MULTIPLE 
BUSINESSES AND TALK TO 

THEM ABOUT HOW TOGETHER 
WE CAN GROW.

This is commissioned Ad Sales in 
the Greater Newburyport Area. You 
build a portfolio, and earn residuals 

every month... You must be organized 
and dedicated to build your portfolio 

of business every week. 
Professional experience sought.

Limitied ability to train newbies, but 
will try to assist the right person.

Lonnie Brennan: editor@
TheTownCommon.com

REPOWER 
PROMOTION!

BUY a 50-150 HP outboard engine and 
receive Repower Financing as low as 4.99% 

OR
BUY a 50-115 HP outboard engine and 

receive a FREE Lowrance 9" Elite FS 9 with 
Active Imaging 3 in 1 — a $1,099 value! OR
BUY a 150 HP outboard engine and receive 

a FREE Lowrance 10" HDS PRO 10 with 
Active Imaging HD — a $2,399 value!

80 Main Street, Essex • 978 768 7161 
www.pikemarine.com

Backorders do 
not qualify. 

30, 2026.
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Sweeney/Ipswich SelectBoard
Continued from page 1
welcome staff members talking directly to Select-
Board members, he said he would not block any 
communication between employees and the board, 
but would only ask that he be kept informed that 
the conversations were happening. 

Top priorities the board outlined were filling 
three staff leader positions – the finance director, 
the purchasing director and the technology direc-
tor. Vice Chair Carl Nylen called the town’s tech-
nology systems “poor.”  

Other priorities included the new automated 
trash pick-up program, the public safety building, 
a new charter for the Electric Light Department, 
redevelopment of EBSCO along with downtown 
parking, and the future of shellfish industry. 

SelectBoard members took turns introducing 
themselves to the new manager, and he to them. 
He had spent much of the first day meeting depart-
ment heads and said he would continue meeting 
the staff during the rest of last week. 

Sweeney, who served as finance director for Box-
ford, praised Ipswich as a well-run town. In the last 
35 years, several SelectBoard members noted, the 
town has had to adopt an override only once and 
the schools three times. 

The new manager said his priorities are to sta-
bilize the operating budget in light of rising costs 
across the board, make progress with several cap-
ital projects, including the public safety building 
and a new elementary school. He also noted that 
he wanted to spend time building a stronger 
morale among the staff.  ♦

WANTED TO BUY
A ranch-style home 

in Newbury or Rowley 
in any condition. 

Will pay fair market price 
"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 

improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 
Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

REACH BEYOND
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
HAVE YOUR AD SEEN IN
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WHITTIER WARS

ST. GEORGE'S

ment that all the municipalities have to 
approve, the school cannot move for-
ward with plans to build or relocate a 
new high school. 

Committee Chair and West New-
bury Town Manager Angus Jennings 
described the meeting on April 15 as 
so “fractious” that he decided to post-
pone the meeting with the legislators, 
who ultimately will decide the school’s 
future.

None of the other committee mem-
bers disagreed with his assessment.

“We need a clear and concise mes-
sage,” Jennings told the committee last 
week. “Until we have that, a meeting 
with the legislators would be counter-
productive.”

The May meeting last week showed 
sprouts of agreement. Jennings, who 
is leaving in July as West Newbury’s 

school, Juliana, the director of the 
academy, and her husband, a former 
NASA engineer who directs curric-
ulum development while teaching 
math and science, expanded the kin-
dergarten-to-eighth-grade school to 
add a ninth and tenth grades. Next 
year, they plan to add the 11th grade, 
followed by the 12th. 

In one of the fastest growing private 
schools in the state, they are also inno-
vative. In this, their second year shar-
ing space at the First Church Congre-
gational here in Boxford, they began 
teaching Greek and the violin. 

At the beginning of the school year 
last fall, they handed out violins to 
each student. And most students can 
play it.  

Why violins? 
“There is something magical about 

(the violin),” James Joyce said. And 
the violin, more than other instru-
ments, lends itself to the thoughtful 
curriculum the school offers. 

To play the violin, he said, “You 
have to hear the note (in your head) 
before you can feel the right string 
to play it.” That practice is ideal for 
teaching students to think through a 
problem in advance.  

Music is also one of the seven liberal 
arts taught at the academy. Other pil-
lars of the classical education include 
grammar, logic, rhetoric, mathemat-
ics, astronomy, geometry, astronomy 
and music. 

The schools’ growth under the Joy-
ces’ leadership is exceptional. Last 
year, St. George’s opened with 21 stu-
dents. It grew over last summer to 52 
students, which included adding the 
ninth and tenth grade students. For 
next year, it already expects to grow to 
75 and 80 students with its first grad-
uating class in two years. 

The school in three buildings 
owned by the church draws students 
and families from 17 communities 
from Saugus to Andover to southern 
New Hampshire. 

Juliana attributes the school’s excep-
tional growth to its God-centered 

Town Manager to become the Whit-
tier business manager, said he was more 
encouraged that the RACC was less 
divided, but the thorny issues, which 
need to be resolved in the next two or 
three meetings, are far from resolved.

Without the new agreement, 
the Massachusetts School Building 
Authority (MSBA), which could fund 
as much as half of the new high school, 
will not move forward.

Several cities and towns want 
changes in the agreement to allocate 
operating and capital improvement 
costs to reflect the number of students 
sent from each. 

More than half of Whittier stu-
dents come from Haverhill, but the 
city would pay only 44 percent of the 
municipalities’ share of the cost of any 
construction. Rowley, on the other 
hand, would pay 3.5 per cent of the 
cost and Newburyport would pay 10.5 
percent.

When Jennings posted several ques-
tions to the members, there was a con-
sensus that Whittier should move to 
the Northern Essex Community Col-
lege campus, rather than renovate and 
repair the existing high school or build 

curriculum and to parents talking to 
other parents. “People are excited to 
be part of something transformative. 
They crave community. It’s beauti-
ful.”

The Joyces knew there was demand 
for a St. George’s Classical high 
school. Eighth grade families with 
children in the lower grades wanted 
to keep their children in the curricu-
lum the school offered. 

“We had the right people (teach-
ers) at the right time,” she said. “It has 
happened very quickly. It took a lot 
of things coming together to make it 
work.” But she admits, “We have a 
long way to go.”

James had joined in January of the 
first year. He and Dr. Alex Ruggeri, 
the upper school humanities teacher, 
took on the challenge of establishing 
the high school.  

Other innovations include offer-
ing a lecture series for families as 
well as students, field trips and what 
they call exploratories – which this 
year included folk dancing, ballroom 
dancing and creating icons. The acad-
emy is looking for talented people in 
the community to bring them ideas 
for other exploratories next year.   

They believe that the body and soul 
must be in harmony, so the school has 
launched a gymnastics and a ski club. 

James, who worked on NASA’s 
Parker Solar Probe, a mission to 
"touch the Sun," said the goal is to 
prepare students to be leaders, devel-
oping both virtue and wonder at the 
same time. “We want the student not 
to ask what we can do, but what we 
ought to do.” 

“We are not raising children. We are 
raising adults,” Juliana said. 

An important tenant of the school 
is to be a part of the greater Box-
ford community. She has reached out 
to the Council on Aging to develop 
joint programs between seniors and 
the students. 

The former high school principal at 
Hamilton-Wenham School District, 
Juliana said, “I have never worked 
so hard. But the rewards are tremen-
dous.”   ♦

its own building on its Haverhill cam-
pus. 

There was unanimous agreement 
that Whittier should continue to edu-
cate students.

But there was a major split on several 
thorny issues. 

For example, seven members of the 
committee voted that the new Whittier 
governing body should have one repre-
sentative for towns and two for cities. 
Three members voted for having only 
one member from each municipal-
ity, but their votes would be weighed 
to give the larger communities more 
clout. Five members voted for having 
one representative per municipality 
with no weighing. 

In this poll, the members were not 
limited to one vote. 

The RAAC members were also 
divided on how funding should be 
divided for Whittier’s operations and 
construction.  

The good news for RAAC is that 
Whittier could share NECC class-
rooms and athletic fields, which would 
reduce costs as Whittier and NECC 
would share those facilities under 
memoranda.  ♦

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home
Patricia J. Cline Kingston, NH Berube-Comeau Funeral Home, Haverhill, 

978-373-5668Alicia Maliszewski Haverhill, MA 

Dennis Patrick Coffey Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, Danvers, 
978-777-7900

Ronald Paul Gravel Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113Michael T. Lynch Beverly, MA

MaryJean A. Orlando North Andover
Conte Funeral Home North Andover, 978-681-5000Joseph Edward LaPlante North Andover

Frank Rossi North Andover 
Maria Angela Silva Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, Peabody, 

978-531-0472Maurice W. “Bill” Ahern Peabody, MA 
Ralph D. Cusano Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 

Haverhill, 978-374-0000Thanh Van le Miller Haverhill, MA 

Herbert Charles Chase Haverhill, MA 
H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-372-9311

Normand Martin Haverhill, MA 
Comeau Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-521-4845 

Richard Francis Wysocki Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home, Ipswich, 978-356-2422
Janet Martin Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, Hampton, 

603-926-6500Lawrence “Larry” Trussell Claremont, NH 

DEATH NOTICES The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.
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Hampton School 
District to Honor 

Three Retiring Staff 
Members

HAMPTON, N.H. — The Hampton 
School District invites the community to 
attend a new event to honor three long-
time staff members who will retire at the 
end of the school year.

The district will recognize Food Services 
Director Mary Borg, Library Media Spe-
cialist Alison Griffin and Centre School 
Administrative Assistant Melanie Liebe-
now for their years of service and contri-
butions to Hampton schools.

 The district's first Retirement Tea will be 
held from 3-4 p.m. on Thursday, June 4, 
in the SAU90 Conference Room, 6 Mar-
ston Way. Refreshments will be served.

 “We are deeply grateful to Mary, Alison 
and Melanie for the dedication they have 
shown to generations of Hampton stu-
dents and families,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Lois Costa. “Each of them has made 
a lasting impact on our schools and com-
munity. They will be greatly missed, and 
we wish them all the best in retirement.”

 Mary Borg
Borg was hired in 1997 as a head cook, 

after working in the travel industry. She 
has served as Food Services Director since 
2004.

 Borg is highly regarded as a supportive, 
responsible and caring member of the staff 
and leadership team. She accommodates 
many requests for catering and the initia-
tives she brings to the school are driven 
by her personal philosophy, “healthy kids 
equals healthy minds.”

 Borg and her husband live in Hampton 
and have three grown children who live in 
the area, and grandchildren who are stu-
dents at Hampton Schools. 

 Alison Griffin
Griffin began her career at the Marston 

School as a third-grade teacher in 1997. 
She has served as Library Media Special-
ist since 2001

 Griffin has hosted many authors and 
book fairs, demonstrating her commit-
ment to extended learning opportunities 
and promoting a school-wide love of liter-
acy. She has contributed to other events as 
well, such as the fifth-grade performances, 
field day, cricket tournaments and the 
Variety Show.

 She has been praised for her contribu-
tions to holiday parades, the Schools of 
Excellence application and site visit, and 
the Marston School Playground Project.

 Colleagues have called her “hardwork-
ing,” “an integral member of the staff,” 
and “Goddess of the Media Center.”

 Griffin lives in Portsmouth, where she 
will join her husband in retirement.

 Melanie Liebenow
Liebenow brought significant private 

sector experience to the SAU90, first as 
secretary at Barnard School in 
South Hampton, then at Centre 
School.

 Liebenow is valued by her fel-
low staff members for her "won-
derful presence, kind and consid-
erate ways" and the care that she 
has shown for others in the school 
community.

 Liebenow is also a grand-
mother to several current Hamp-
ton students and will continue to 
be an active member of the school 
community.  ♦

Boxford Transitions Emergency 
Calls to North Shore Regional  911
BOXFORD −The Town of Boxford officially transitioned emer-

gency dispatch operations to the North Shore Regional 911 
Center (NSR911) last month. Boxford’s transition to NSR911 
followed nearly two years of planning, evaluation, and implemen-
tation work. During the first year, town officials and public safety 
leadership conducted feasibility analysis and operational review of 
regional emergency communications options. Last summer, the Box-
ford Select Board entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with 
NSR911 for Boxford to become the regional center’s 11th member 
community. Over the past year, town staff, NSR911 personnel, and 
Boxford public safety departments worked collaboratively on opera-
tional planning, equipment installation, training, testing, and imple-
mentation coordination.

All emergency 911 calls and public safety dispatch operations 
for the Town of Boxford are being handled by NSR911 on behalf 
of the Boxford Police and Fire Departments.

Residents should continue to dial 911 for emergencies. Boxford 
Police and Fire Department non-emergency business phone num-
bers remain unchanged, and Police, Fire, and EMS response services 
within Boxford remain unchanged.

The Police Station lobby will remain open and accessible to the 
public 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. During periods when staff 
are not physically present in the lobby area, visitors may communi-
cate directly with NSR911 personnel through an intercom system.

Over the past several years, Boxford has evaluated opportunities 
to regionalize certain municipal services with neighboring commu-
nities where doing so improves operational resiliency, expands avail-
able resources, and enhances long-term sustainability. In public safety 
communications specifically, regional dispatch models have become 
increasingly common across Massachusetts due to the technology, 
training, staffing, and coordination demands of modern emergency 
communications systems. Regional dispatch operations also provide 
greater redundancy and operational continuity during major inci-
dents, severe weather events, or staffing shortages.

With the transition, Boxford joins Amesbury, Essex, Groveland, 
Hamilton, Manchester-by-the-Sea, Middleton, North Reading, 
Rowley, Topsfield, and Wenham as member communities served by 
NSR911.

“NSR911 gives our officers and firefighters access to additional 
resources, advanced dispatcher training, and modern emergency 
communications technology,” said Police Chief James Riter. “This is 
a strong long-term move for public safety in Boxford, and residents 
should continue to expect the same professional police and emer-
gency response services they rely on today.” 

“This transition represents an important investment in the future of 
emergency communications and public safety services for the Town 
of Boxford,” said Fire Chief Brian Geiger. “NSR911 provides addi-
tional resources, redundancy, and specialized emergency dispatch 
capabilities that support both our firefighters and the residents we 
serve. We are confident this regional partnership will enhance emer-
gency response coordination and service delivery for the community.”

The transition also concludes operations of the Town’s stand-
alone Communications Department, following decades of dedicated 
service to the community by Boxford’s dispatch personnel.

“This transition was not a reflection of the professionalism or 
performance of our Communications Department staff,” said Town 
Administrator Matt Coogan. “Boxford has benefited from an excep-
tionally dedicated and professional dispatch team over many years. 
Their institutional knowledge, professionalism, and commitment 
to public safety have been deeply appreciated by the Town, our 
residents, and our first responders”.

The Town expressed appreciation to retired Communications 
Director Warren Gould for assisting with transition planning and 
implementation following his retirement, as well as the many Police, 
Fire, Communications, Town Hall, State 911 Department, and 
NSR911 personnel who contributed to the transition effort.

For additional information regarding the Town’s membership in 
NSR911, residents may visit the Town website.   ♦
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101 Answer:
 You cannot 

always have 
happiness, but 
you can always 
give happiness 
to others.

Question:
What can you 

always give even 
if you don't have 
it?
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HAY FOR SALE

Horse Quality Hay 
2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)

Buy direct from the Farm!  
Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
$12 per bale

508 982 0635

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED 
ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

 4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

SERVICES

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER 
SERVICE

by GeoCivil Group
Upgrade outdated systems to modern 
app- and phone-operated controls. 

• New installations • Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups • Seasonal  Maintenance 

Residential & commercial Free on-site 
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

Commercial Office Space for Lease 
with 2 additional garage bays and 5 + parking spaces. 

28 x 9 =252 sq ft = General office area 
13.8 x 10.3 = 142 sq ft = receiving area with window 

14.5 x 9.5= 138 sq ft office 1 with partition 
14.5 x 7.5 = 109 sq ft office 2 with partition 

14 x 25 X 2 BAYS = 2100 sq ft 
TOTAL 2741 Sq ft

If you have a custom issue that will require a custom solution , we may have that solution. 
If you require more parking or need other accom-modation to make it work, please let us 

know. We will do our best to see if we can make it happen.
Call the Aulson Company Inc. in Methuen Mass to discuss the details at 

978-975-4500 and reference “building lease” and 
you will be forwarded to the appropriate people.

THE AULSON COMPANY, 49 DANTON DRIVE METHUEN MA 01844 

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

Join the marketing team at The Town Common as a commissioned advertising salesperson. 
Help businesses and groups in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 cities/towns). You 
will reach out, visit, and sell advertising to a wide range of corporate and local mom/pop 
businesses. Our goal is simple: make it easy for our advertisers to grow with us. You need 
to be able to work independently, be totally self-motivated, and issue simply daily activity 
reports to the advertising manager. Our clients deserve the best in everything that we do. 
Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

This is it! Get your squash plants in 
the ground this weekend!
Never put underwear that contains 
any elastic in the clothes dryer. 
Repeated high temps wear it out.

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or 
junk the following vehicles on or after June 10, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2011 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BRBGC6B3348523
2003 Toyota Camry VIN 4T1BE32K83U144432
2007 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFG12877H521741
2009 Acura TSX VIN JH4CU266X9C030447
2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer VIN 1GNDT13S142375540
2010 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GCZGFBA6A1140304
2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW2K8AJ3CM383143

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                                  5/20, 5/27, 6/3

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will auction the following vehicles June 18, 2026 on the website http://sta.ibidsmart.
com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. Those that 
do not sell at auction will be sold on or after June 18, 2026 by private or public sale to 
satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2008 Ford Taurus VIN 1FMDK07W48GA32924
2. 2018 Ford Escape VIN 1FMCU9J95JUA68402
3. 2004 Subaru Impreza VIN JF1GD67504H512183
4. 2015 Nissan Sentra VIN 3N1AB7AP7FY364730
5. 2008 Toyota Corolla VIN 2T1BR32E88C887714
6. 2013 Ford F-150 VIN 1FTMF1CM5DKE58082

Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Walter L. Lowell                                                                       5/27, (6/3), (6/10)

CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words, 30 days, $30!

(4 weekly printings in the newspaper for $30!!!)
advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE
HELP WANTEDSEEKING...

MEETINGS

ANTIQUES

LINE DANCING

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

The Civil War Roundtable 
of the Merrimack will meet on 
June 10, 2026, at 7:30pm at the 
Hilton Senior Center, 43 Lafay-
ette Rd (Rte 1), Salisbury, MA. 
Our June program will be pre-
sented by Rick Cochran of Hull, 
who'll discuss his Civil War 
novel, "True to His Country: a 
Civil War Novel," which is based 
on his ancestor in the 10th Con-
necticut Regiment.

We are free and welcome any-
one with an interest in Civil War 
history to visit us! We are a non-
profit group founded in 1995. 
For more info on this meeting 
and our group in general, please 
visit our website: www.cwrtmer-
rimack.org of call Bill at 978-
994-4717.

The Civil War 
Roundtable 

of the Merrimack 
June 10 at Salisbury

Senior Cemter



Page 8                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                       June 3 - June 9, 2026

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 
worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) printed 
within the newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.  
List my donation as:

The Town Common
Advertising/Sponsors

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie
CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

YES, please also send me a magnetic 
bumper 'sticker' (as shown above).

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

Continued from page 1
GEORGETOWN vs. CONCOM AGENT

script as “unacceptable behavior” for a town employee. He 
wrote her, “(Y)ou mention that in talking about the Town 
Administrator that ‘It’s your f… job’.”  She was complain-
ing that he had not given town employees computer soft-
ware so they could work remotely during last winter’s ice 
storms.

The administrator told The Town Common that he had 
not fired Grenier for questioning his job performance, 

although he wrote in the termination letter that her criti-
cism was one of two reasons for her firing. 

Mann wrote: “The Town’s actions have caused Ms. Gre-
nier significant financial harm and emotional distress” and 
constitute clear violations of three Massachusetts laws. 

Pacheco’s firing Grenier without consulting the Con-
Com has stirred a debate in town government about the 
authority of the town administrator to hire and fire staff 
without permission from the ConCom. 

State law, Mass Gen Laws 40C, states: The (conserva-
tion) may appoint a director, clerks, consultants and other 

employees, and may contract for mate-
rials and services within available funds 
insofar as the same are not supplied by 
other departments.  

It does not provide for the Select-
Board or the town administrator to 
appoint a director or any ConCom 
employees. Towns’ conservation com-
missions report directly to the state 
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection.

Without consulting or approval 
by the ConCom, Pacheco also hired 
Rockport conservation agent John 
Lopez as a temporary consulting agent 
for five to seven hours per week. 

ConCom chair Rachel Therrien 
told Lopez earlier that he was not 
being hired, setting up another con-
flict between the town administra-
tor and the ConCom. The ConCom 
has formed a hiring subcommittee 
to begin screening applicants for the 
ConCom agent position. ConCom 
vice chair Amy Graffum complained 
at the previous meeting that paying 
Lopez was draining funds that could 
be used to hire a full-time agent.  

The work of the commission, which 
oversees the town’s Wetland Bylaw and 
Regulation and the commonwealth’s 
Wetland Protection Regulations, 310 
CMR 10.00, has had no staff since

Grenier’s abrupt firing. The permit-
ting site work is being done by Ther-
rien and Graffum, two volunteers.   ♦

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500


