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Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

WANTED TO BUY
Seeking ground-level living in Rowley 

or Newbury. No more stairs! 
Ranch-style home sought, in any condition. Will 
pay fair marekt price "as is" without the need for 

any repairs. Not an agent. See page 7.

This size cover space 
can be "YOURS": $49.

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500978-975-4500

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
AND EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNT

by Kay Lee Ogden
This is a new weekly series of local 

businesses, to encourage the commu-
nity to shop local and make consum-
ers aware of services and talents within 
the community. 

This week’s spotlight focuses on 
"Vita Bella Hair Studio and Design," 
located at 37 West Main Street, 

This size cover space can 
be "YOURS" for only 

$29.

MY BUSINESS

And you can tell your customers more here. 
This space can be Yours for only $29

thetowncommon.com   978-255-3015

NOW OPEN

Store Shout-Out: Subway Ipswich
Sal, manager of the Ipswich Subway, displays a copy of The Town Common. 

He looks forward to receiving The Town Common newspaper for his customers 
each week, he is nice to the kids in town. - Drop by and say "Hey Sal, I 

saw you in The Town Common!"  (Photo and write-up by Julianne DeSantis.)

Francesco Donati, Kaitlyn Riordan and Amy Foley with a digital human skeleton 
(Photo by Stewart Lytle)

REGIONAL – Someday in the near 
future, heart patients with a genetic hole 
in their heart that needs to be repaired, 
may have their heart surgery done by a 
robot – thanks to the creativity, tenacity 
and hard work of four female students 
at Austin Preparatory School. 

Working with Harvard Univer-
sity Medical School, Georgetown res-
ident Kaitlyn Riordan and Ava Pazzia 
of Burlington, both seniors, teamed 
with juniors Ellie Underwood of Lyn-
nfield and Jordyn Petitjean of Peabody 
as the HeartBridge team. They won 

NEWBURYPORT – The Custom 
House Maritime Museum, which has 
been awarded $150,000 over three 
years by the prestigious Cummings 
Foundation, has added a second his-
torical copy of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence for display during the 250th 
national anniversary this July.   

A rare 1833 copy of the Declaration 
of Independence will be on display at 
the museum for one month in celebra-
tion of the 250th anniversary of our 

GEORGETOWN – A simmering 
feud over the last few weeks at the top 
of town government has been kicked 
upstairs to the state Attorney General. 

The issue is whether Town Admin-
istrator Orlando Pacheco exceeded his 

this year’s competition at the Harvard 
MEDscienceTECH Surgical Innova-
tion Showcase. 

Under the guidance of Amy Foley, 
Austin Prep’s dean of STEM, the four 
students modified a robotic arm that 
can close the hole, a surgery has always 
been done by humans. 

“It is cool to have the kids find a solu-
tion that the professionals are working 
on, but haven’t yet found the solution,” 
Foley said, beaming.

The year-long STEM immersion 
concluded with the MEDscience-
TECH Surgical Innovation Showcase. 

nation. Printed on fine rice paper, the 
highly prized early American artifact, 
one a few hundred that are known to 
survive, will be on loan for the public at 
the museum.

"It is amazing that our museum will 
have not one but two exquisite exam-
ples of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. We are extremely grateful to the 
private collector who graciously agreed 
to loan us this rare artifact for the occa-
sion of our 250th birthday," said Bob 
Cronin, chair of the museum board. 

The other copy is an extremely rare 
textile with the Declaration printed on 
it in 1820, and which was recently pur-
chased by the Custom House. 

"In addition to these presentations, 
a portrait of George Washington by 
19th-Century artist Jane Stuart will 
be displayed alongside other artifacts 
that link Washington and Hancock to 
Newburyport. The Washington por-
trait is on loan from the Newburyport 
Public Library, along with a fine paint-
ing of Nathaniel Tracy," executive direc-

authority in his abrupt firing of conser-
vation agent Michele Grenier without 
asking the approval of the SelectBoard. 

Selectman Mike Donahue filed 
an Open Meeting Law complaint 
with the Attorney General when the 
SelectBoard, headed first by Robert 
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TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

17 Wed 1:22 10.2 2:02 8.4 7:52 -1.1 8:01 0.1 5:04 8:24

18 Thu 2:16 10.0 2:55 8.5 8:45 -1.0 8:57 0.2 5:04 8:24

19 Fri 3:10 9.6 3:50 8.5 9:37 -0.7 9:55 0.3 5:04 8:24

20 Sat 4:06 9.1 4:45 8.5 10:31 -0.4 10:54 0.5 5:04 8:25

21 Sun 5:04 8.6 5:40 8.5 11:24 0.0 11:54 0.6 5:04 8:25

22 Mon 6:02 8.1 6:35 8.4 12:18 0.3 5:05 8:25

23 Tue 7:00 7.7 7:30 8.4 12:54 0.7 1:12 0.7 5:05 8:25

24 Wed 7:59 7.4 8:23 8.4 1:54 0.7 2:06 1.0 5:05 8:25

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
36 Y  E  / R   

N ,  C   R ! N ,  C   R ! 
L  • F  E  L  • F  E  
978-314-0140978-314-0140

REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Going to an event in your community? 
Share your photos with The Town 

Common. We love to print your photos!

Elevated Disinfection Byproducts 
at Georgetown Water Department
(We periodically re-run this reminder.)
GEORGETOWN – Last Fall, resi-

dents received a detailed double-sided 
notice in the mail advising them the 
water they have been drinking has 
been “in violation,” on-going, since 
May 2025. 

Under the headline of “What 
should you do?" the letter states: “You 
can choose to limit the amount of tap 

Georgetown Water Warning

Continued from page 1
Vita Bella Hair Studio Bishop Fenwick Underclass Awards 2026

Alexandra Casamassima 
'27

MIDDLETON
Academic Excellence in 

French IV Honors

Margaret Wichroski '27
NEWBURY

Smith College Book 
Award

Skylar Griffin '28
AMESBURY

Academic Excellence in 
Chemistry

Chris Connors '27
NEWBURYPORT

Endicott College Book 
Award

Olivia Schneider '27
WEST NEWBURY

Academic Excellence in 
AP Biology; Le Moyne 
College Heights Award

Sophia Davis '29
NEWBURYPORT

Academic Excellence in 
English I Honors; 

Academic Excellence in 
Spanish II Honors; 

Academic Excellence in 
World History Honors

Kathleen Wichroski '27
NEWBURY

University of Notre 
Dame Book Award; 
Society of Women 
Engineers Award

Sarah Shann '27
Middleton

Academic Excellence in 
English III Honors; 

Academic Excellence in 
Anatomy and 

Physiology Honors; 
Harvard Club of the 
North Shore Book 

Award; University of 
Rochester Bausch & 

Lomb Honorary Science 
Award

Georgetown (The Eagle Building). 
Featuring owner Ronda Servizio and 
her daughter and partner, Amelia Car-
ducci, the studio is designed with a 
friendly Italian flare and a warm, wel-
coming atmosphere. 

Ronda opened her business on Octo-
ber 1st, 2020. After 32 years in the hair 
industry, she is capable of creating any 
hairstyle and specializes in curly and 
straight hair, foils, direct dyes, exten-

sions, perms, roller sets, 
and braiding. 

Vita Bella is a full-ser-
vice business open by 
appointment: Tuesday 
– Friday (10am – 7pm) 
and Saturday (10am – 
4pm). 

Amelia brings a 
unique specialty to the 
studio, drawing from 
her years in the medi-
cal industry to provide 
patient care for spe-
cial needs clients and 
elderly patients, includ-
ing in-home services. 
Both women service 
men, women, and chil-
dren, and all small children leave with 
a toy! 

Vita Bella Hair Studio has been offi-
cially recognized by Google Reviews as 
the "Best of Georgetown Award Win-
ner" in the hair salon category, iden-
tifying local leaders in customer sat-
isfaction and service excellence. Both 
Ronda and Amelia offer a free 15-min-
ute consultation to help find the best 

design for your face shape and style. 
For the next 30 days, for new cus-

tomers only, Ronda and Amelia are 
offering 20% off services. Bring a copy 
of this newspaper in to claim your dis-
count. 

Call for an appointment:  
978.769.5364,  Amelia:  978.476.8884 
Vitabellahairstudio.com, Ronda@vita-
bellahairstudio.com.   ♦

water used if you are pregnant, may 
become pregnant or are giving water 
to young children. For example, you 
can use water from another source, 
such as bottled water.”

In italicized type, they write “Some 
people who drink water contain-
ing haloacetic acids in excess of the 
MCL over many years may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer.”

See details in our Nov. 12, 2025 edition.

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 
worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) printed 
within the newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.  
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The Town Common
Advertising/Sponsors

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie
CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

YES, please also send me a magnetic 
bumper 'sticker' (as shown above).
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Continued from page 1
Austin Prep Winners

Five teams presented original surgical 
innovations, demonstrated robotic pro-
totypes and made their case for mock 
investment before judges.

The contest, judged in a TV Shark 
Tank-like competition, had a total of 
19 students make three-minute pitches 
about their innovation or invention to 
eight judges, including those from Har-
vard and Boston University staffs. “The 
HeartBridge team killed it,” said Fran-
cesco Donati, an Austin Prep teacher 
who is a trained astrophysicist.

For winning first place, Riordan’s 
team received $20,000 in mock invest-
ment money, while the second-place 
winner was awarded $11,000. 

“What we did is design a robot to 
complete patent foramen ovale sur-
gery, also known as a PFO,” said Kait-
lyn Riordan. “What that is, is a small 
hole in the heart that fails to close after 
birth.”

A patent foramen ovale is a common, 
flap-like opening between the upper 
chambers of the atria. Everyone has 
this opening before birth, but it usually 
seals shut during infancy. In about 25 
percent, the flap fails to close naturally, 
resulting in a PFO.

The team demonstrated on a simu-
lated patient who came in with recur-
ring migraines and shortness of breath 
before being diagnosed with a PFO. 
The HeartBridge students had their 
robotic arm guide a catheter through 
a vein in the leg and up to the heart, 
using imaging to locate the hole and 
position a closing device with greater 
precision.

“Currently, the surgery is not done 
robotically, which can be risky,” Rior-
dan said. “You have to deal with the 
heart beating and the muscles of the 
patient, so you have to make really pre-
cise and steady movements.”

The students also proposed improv-
ing the robot, adding a long flexible 
arm adaptation, a grabber tool to insert 
the mesh closure device and a stabiliza-
tion system to help control the move-
ment inside the heart.

“One very important addition we 
think we need for the robot is a stabi-
lization system,” said Jordyn Petitjean. 
“We need to make sure that nothing 

that isn’t supposed to be touched is get-
ting touched.”

Projects by the other Austin Prep 
teams included surgery for removing 
kidney tumor, brain aneurysm surgery 
and aortic aneurysm repair.

After the pitches, students showed 
how their robotic systems worked and 
answered questions about design, func-
tion, limitations and future improve-
ments.

Teams demonstrated movement con-
trols, camera systems, surgical tools, 
grabber mechanisms and potential 
upgrades. Judges asked how the devices 
would be used by surgeons, what 
improvements were needed, and how 
the concepts could move from class-
room prototype to real-world applica-
tion.

The program concluded with a grad-
uation ceremony. In addition to the 
play money, the four team members 
received a Harvard diploma. 

It is the second year that Austin Prep 
students have been invited to work at 
Harvard University Medical School to 
create a bio-engineering project in a 
competitive environ-
ment.

Austin Prep’s STEM 
courses have scrapped 
their traditional phys-
ics curriculum and 
focused all the sci-
ence to robotics. Foley 
described the new 
curriculum as “un-si-
loing” science, letting 
students learn about 
chemistry, physics, 
biology as well as engi-
neering and anatomy, 
whatever it takes to 
solve the challenge. 

For next year the 
program has already 
attracted applications 
from 50 students. The 
program has broad-
ened its requirements 
to include more stu-
dents, not just those 
with the best grades. 
Foley said the school 
believes that students 
with lower grades may 
be better problem 
solvers.    ♦

Wetlands Commission Looking for New Agent - Agrees to Hire Temp for One Month

Newburyport Public Library - 
Adult Summer Reading Challenge

West Newbury Lunch and Learn

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The town’s 
Conservation Commission (Con-
Com) is looking for an agent to replace 
Michele Grenier, who was fired in April 
in a disputed action by Town Adminis-
trator Orlando Pacheco. 

The ConCom formed a hiring sub-
committee to recruit and interview 
candidates for the conservation agent 
position before Pacheco, with question-
able authority under state and town 
law, hired John Lopez, a conservation 
agent for the town of Rockport, as an 
interim consultant.

This month the ConCom met in 
a special meeting, made available to 
the public on Zoom and Georgetown 
Community TV, to consider the hiring 
of Lopez for only the month of June to 
process the large amount of paperwork 

required of the commission. 
To keep the ConCom processes mov-

ing, the commission voted three to zero 
to hire Lopez with chair Rachel Ther-
rien and member Nick Lawler abstain-
ing.    

The commission plays a vital role in 
governing residential and commercial 
construction that impacts town wet-
lands, waterways and endangered spe-
cies. 

According to commission members, 
Lopez has said he does not want to 
continue as the interim consultant for 
Georgetown after June 30.

During June, Lopez has appeared at 
two ConCom meetings, but did not 
speak in the first meeting and did not 
identify himself on the second meeting. 

The agent tried to schedule a site-visit 
involving an applicant that is proposing 
to install an above-ground pool uphill 

from Rock Pond without approval 
from the commission or notification 
to the commission chair. As the agent, 
he may visit sites being reviewed by 
the commission, but only the commis-
sion can authorize a site visit by com-
missioners, which has not happened 
regarding the pool. 

In firing Grenier, Pacheco also did 
not get authorization from the Select-
Board, as required by town bylaw. He 
accused her in a termination letter of 
withholding a transcript of a record-
ing of her conversations with commis-
sion members when she told them that 
a ConCom meeting was postponed 
for a lack of a voting quorum. Gre-
nier denied hiding the transcript from 
Town Clerk Kerri McManus.

submitted by Elise Galvansson
Newburyport Public Library

The Newburyport Public Library's Adult Summer Read-
ing Challenge is back! Come play BINGO with us and 
track your reading progress for a chance to win a prize! The 
first-place winner will receive a 6" Kindle and the second 
and third place winners will each receive a $30 gift card 
to Jabberwocky Bookshop! Use the online form to view 
the BINGO card and submit what you’ve read. Each sub-
mission will enter you into the raffle (even if you don’t hit 
BINGO), but you can only submit one item per category. 
You can enter your submissions at any point between June 
13th and August 15th. Winners will be drawn after the con-
clusion of the program. Participants can win only once.

If you have any questions or would like a physical copy of 
the BINGO card, please speak with a reference librarian on 
the second floor.

Link to the online submission form and BINGO card: 
https://tinyurl.com/NPLSummer26

Please join us on Thursday, June 25th at 11:30 am for 
the Lunch and Learn Speaker Series! Dr. Bobby Kelly 
will be speaking on substance use awareness, risks and 
resources—particularly as they relate to older adults and 
families. A triple-board certified physician in Family Med-
icine, Addiction Medicine and Preventive Medicine, Dr. 
Kelly is currently Medical Director of Addictions Treat-
ment Services at Beth Israel Lahey Health. The session will 
feature a brief presentation followed by discussion, focus-
ing on recognizing substance use concerns, understand-
ing risks (including medication access in the home), and 
addressing common misconceptions.

Please call the SAGE Center at 978- 363-1104 or email 
coa@wnewbury.org to register. Location: SAGE Center 
| Lunch: Pulled Pork Sandwich | Suggested donation $5

The administrator also accused her 
of “behavior unbecoming a town 
employee” for criticizing him for “not 
doing his f… job.” [He used all the 
letters of the word in his termination 
notice to the agent.] She criticized the 
administrator for not distributing com-
puter software to the staff to allow them 
to work from home during last winter’s 
ice storms.

Although Pacheco listed these rea-
sons in her termination letter, he told 
The Town Common that he did not 
fire Grenier for criticizing his job per-
formance.

Grenier’s attorney has initially asked 
the town to pay her a year’s salary of 
$65,000 or face a law suit for wrongful 
termination. 

In a report by The Town Com-
mon last week, the town spent several 
thousand dollars in legal fees strategiz-
ing how the SelectBoard and Pacheco 
should handle an open meeting law 
complaint by SelectBoard member 
Mike Donahue regarding this issue. 

The SelectBoard has not met in pub-
lic to discuss the administrator’s fir-
ing of Grenier, as requested by Dona-
hue. Last week the board voted 3 to 1 
[member Robert Hoover was not pres-
ent, as he “will be out of the office for 
30 days starting from May 20”] to 
approve a letter drafted by KP Law on 
behalf of the town to forward to the 
state requesting the state deny Dona-
hue’s complaint. See accompanying 
story in this edition.
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For Sale: Carriage Industry Founder's Home
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
AMESBURY 

– If you have 
dreamed of 
owning a home 
overlooking 
the Merrimack 
River, built by 
the man who 
nurtured the 
American car-
riage and car 

industries, Erica Puorro with Lamac-
chia Realty can fulfill that dream with 
the nine-bedroom mansion at 372 
Main St. 

Built by William Biddle in 1912, 
just down river from the Marina at 
Amesbury Point, the home features 
mahogany box beams above hard-
wood flooring and leaded glass book-
cases and windows. 

The current owners have made 
improvements, including a dumb-
waiter that adds charm along with the 
home’s original craftsmanship. Even its 
servant bells remain. 

Offered for $2.2 million, the 
8,480-square-foot mansion still has six 
fireplaces.

Lee Knapp, a neighbor, who lived 
on Point Shore as a child 75 years ago, 
recalled the Biddle mansion as “warm 
and inviting” with cultivated berry 
patches on the side of the house where 
the Powow River runs.

“The entire property was the perfect 
venue for adults at Great Gatsby-type 
galas,” Knapp was quoted.

For the Gatsby-style parties, the 
18-room mansion has a crystal chan-
delier and a well-equipped kitchen 
with a 10-foot island, a double oven 
and three pantries. While two pantries 
are in the kitchen, one is on the sec-
ond floor in what was a breakfast room 
that provides an outstanding view of 
the river. The room is now used as a 
bedroom.

The sunroom, wrapped in windows, 
is heated with its own fireplace. The 
views of the river follow from room 
to room and along from the rooftop 
deck.

A three-car garage caters to the car 
lover, and the set-back home has a pri-
vate backyard. With the large num-
ber of bedrooms, this home, just an 
hour from Boston, could be a primary 
home or multi-generational with au 
pair suites. 

“At the turn of the 20th Century, 
Amesbury stood at the forefront of 
American innovation as the birthplace 
of the carriage industry and an early 

pioneer of automobile body manu-
facturing,” a book on the mansion 
states. “It was against this backdrop of 
prosperity and ingenuity that prom-
inent industrialist William Biddle, 
co-founder of the celebrated Bidle & 
Smart Co. commissioned this remark-
able residence along one of the city’s 
most distinguished thoroughfares.”   

Biddle founded the company, the 
Biddle, Smart Carriage Co., with Wil-
liam Smart and M. D. F. Steeve in 
1878 and began production of car-
riages two years later.  Biddle began 
building club cars in 1910. Seven years 
later, it purchased the S.R. Bailey com-
pany and entered the car business. 

By 1923, it was manufacturing 
12,000 car bodies for Hudson and 
would produce bodies for Lincoln and 
Roll Royce in Springfield. 

For a tour of the Biddle mansion, 
contact Erica Puorro, the top Realtor 
in the Lamacchia Realty in Amesbury 
for transactions in 2025. She can be 
reached at 857-225-2436 or visit her 
at the Lamacchia office at 20 Market 
St. Amesbury.   ♦

Focus on Real Estate

CALL FRANK BERTOLINO  978.255.4735
THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“ I T ’ S  N O T  A B O U T  U S   -   I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  Y O U ”
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SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home

Robert Harvard Davis Kingston, NH 
Berube-Comeau Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-373-5668

Mark J. McDermott Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, Danvers, 
978-777-7900Scott T. Pierce Wakefield, MA 

Patricia M. Johnson Beverly, MA
Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113Janice E. O’Brien Beverly, MA 

John “Jack” W. Mitchell Beverly, MA 
Marjorie E. Kennard North Andover Conte Funeral Home North Andover, 978-681-5000Thomas Yameen North Andover
Domenic M. Aloise, Jr. West Peabody, MA 

Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, Peabody, 
978-531-0472Robert O. Gray Lynnfield, MA 

Mary L. Lane Peabody, MA 
Robert Ernest “Bob” 
Comeau Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home, Ipswich, 978-356-2422, 

978-744-0497
Robert Rizzari Beverly, MA 

Carol Young Jones Hamilton, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations, 
Salem, 978-744-2350

Joseph D. Titus Hampton, NH

Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, Hampton, 
603-926-6500

Frederick C. Lewis, Jr. Portsmouth, NH 
Robert K. Cassatt III Atkinson, NH 
Maureen Joyce Emery Hampton, NH 
E. Barbara MacLeod Hampton, NH 
Dana Kenneth Russell Exeter, NH 
Samuel J. Carrington, Jr. Dover, NH 

DEATH NOTICES The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

BEVERLY
Manchester-by-the-Sea

Boxford

Essex

GLOUCESTER
Hamilton

Ipswich

Newburyport

Salisbury

Wenham

West
Newbury
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Rowley

Topsfi
eld

Newbury

Groveland

Amesbury

Rock
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SPONSOR $50 or more

James Gage - Amesbury
NEWSIE $25 or more
Anoymous - Newbury
Brian Leahy - Georgetown

The Town Common
2026 - 2027 Publisher's Club

of supporters of this paper
who help us sustain and grow.

Join the 2026-2027 Publisher's Club. Your name or business name published in 
52+ editions from date of joining. See form on page 4 or call us.

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

REACH BEYOND
YOUR TOWN.

LET THEM SEE YOU IN...

This size ad: $49
Come Home to Community News

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

REACH BEYOND YOUR 
TOWN. HAVE YOUR AD 

SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers! $24!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Continued from page 1
ConCom Firing
Hoover and last week by Doug Dawes, 
refused to hold a meeting on the pro-
cess Pacheco used to fire Grenier. Both 
Hoover and Dawes have made it clear 
they are reluctant to question the 
administrator’s authority. 

Pacheco fired Grenier, claiming he 
had the authority, although the state 
and town laws maintain that he must 
ask for SelectBoard approval. He hired 
an outside counsel that is not the town’s 
usual legal counsel to render an opin-
ion on his authority to hire and fire 
employees. 

The opinion has thus far not been 
disclosed to Georgetown residents. 

The law firm, Murphy, Hesse, 
Toomey & Lehane, was subsequently 
hired as the legal council for the 
Georgetown School Department. 

In a special meeting last week, Dawes 
read a lengthy response, prepared by KP 
Law, the longtime Georgetown coun-
sel, to oppose Donahue’s complaint. 

“The Complaint alleges that the 
Board violated the Open Meeting Law 
by suppressing public discussion on the 
Town's personnel Bylaw Chapter 105-
3; a ‘coordinated effort’ by the Board 
and Town Administrator to avoid 
transparency with respect to a person-
nel matter.” 

Donahue’s complaint also alleges 
that the SelectBoard violated the Open 
Meeting Law when then chair Robert 
Hoover refused to put on the agenda 
a discussion of the process Pacheco fol-
lowed in firing Grenier. The board had 
voted/agreed at its March 26 meeting 
to put the issue on the agenda for a 
future meeting.

The Selectman proposed as a rem-
edy that the Board “immediately place 
the full agenda item on an emergency 
meeting" to review the termination 
process of the Conservation Agent; 
require KP Law to attend the meet-
ing; conduct an open public discussion 
and roll-call vote; publicly acknowledge 
the violation and take corrective action; 
and direct KP Law to render a formal 
written legal opinion on the correct 
interpretation of the Town's Personnel 
Bylaw.” 

Dawes called an emergency meeting 
last week, but only to get the approval 
of the law firm’s letter, not to discuss the 
issue. When Donahue asked to offer a 
rebuttal to the K&P Law letter, Dawes 
did not allow him to comment. He 
said Donahue should file it as an appeal 
with the attorney general. 

The SelectBoard voted three to one, 
with Donahue opposing and Hoover 
on leave of absence, to send the letter 
to the Attorney General stating that 
the town believes it did not violate the 
Open Meeting Law. 

Not mentioned in the KP Law let-
ter to the Attorney General is an e-mail 
issued by the former chair instructing 
members not to discuss the matter. 
The e-mail and subsequent actions by 
the former chair constitute a form of 
deliberation outside of the public eye, 
in violation of the Open Meeting Law, 
Donahue has stated. 

Although Chair Dawes and former 
chair Hoover apparently believe they 
have found a legal way to prevent dis-
closure of the firing process (arguing 
that technically an open meeting viola-
tion did not occur), the issue remains: 
Why is the board spending so much 

time and taxpayer money conspiring to 
prevent disclosure of the firing process?

To date, Hoover, Pacheco, and now 
Dawes, Laura Repplier and newly 
elected selectman Ed Dobie have united 
to deny a review of the firing process. 

As previously reported, the fired 
employee has placed the town on legal 
notice and she has placed one or more 
Freedom of Information requests to 
the town seeking copies of e-mails 
exchanged in this matter in which 
she was apparently denied the rights 
granted in the town’s employee hand-
book and bylaws. See related ConCom 
story in this issue.
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Answer:
 Lunch and 

Dinner.

Answer:
 Incorrectly.

Question:
What are two 

things you can 
never eat for 
Breakfast?

Question:
What word 

is spelled incor-
rectly in every 
dictionary?READER SURVEY:  Tell us what you want included in this news-

paper. Send your note/photos, etc. to editor@thetowncommon.com.

GARDEN 
NOTE:

Straw around 
potato plants will 
help reduce potato 
beetles. (Spiders 
love the straw, and 
keep the larvae in 
check.)

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer



                                                                                     Page 7 www.TheTownCommon.com June 17 - June 23, 2026

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HAY FOR SALE

Horse Quality Hay 
2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)

Buy direct from the Farm!  
Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
$12 per bale

508 982 0635

HELP WANTED

PT Job for Handy Person
in Newburyport

Perfect for semi-retired or retired person. 
Light equipment maintenance & 
customer service. Mondays and Fridays 
a must. Please email ktr1998@hotmail.
com for more info.

RELIGION

I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me. (Phil 4:13)

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIEDS
Give a special shout-out... promote 
a group.....  4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

Commercial Office Space for Lease 
with 2 additional garage bays and 5 + parking spaces. 

28 x 9 =252 sq ft = General office area 
13.8 x 10.3 = 142 sq ft = receiving area with window 

14.5 x 9.5= 138 sq ft office 1 with partition 
14.5 x 7.5 = 109 sq ft office 2 with partition 

14 x 25 X 2 BAYS = 2100 sq ft 
TOTAL 2741 Sq ft

If you have a custom issue that will require a custom solution , we may have that solution. 
If you require more parking or need other accom-modation to make it work, please let us 

know. We will do our best to see if we can make it happen.
Call the Aulson Company Inc. in Methuen Mass to discuss the details at 

978-975-4500 and reference “building lease” and 
you will be forwarded to the appropriate people.

THE AULSON COMPANY, 49 DANTON DRIVE METHUEN MA 01844 

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

Join the marketing team at The Town Common as a commissioned advertising salesperson. 
Help businesses and groups in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 cities/towns). You 
will reach out, visit, and sell advertising to a wide range of corporate and local mom/pop 
businesses. Our goal is simple: make it easy for our advertisers to grow with us. You need 
to be able to work independently, be totally self-motivated, and issue simply daily activity 
reports to the advertising manager. Our clients deserve the best in everything that we do. 
Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

SERVICES

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER 
SERVICE

by GeoCivil Group
Upgrade outdated systems to modern 
app- and phone-operated controls. 

• New installations • Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups • Seasonal  Maintenance 

Residential & commercial Free on-site 
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

SHOUT - OUT

Let the world hear you (well, at least 
this area of the world).

$30 for 4 weeks.

Make your kindling now! Let it dry, 
dry, dry all summer. 

Garden Secrets #3: Never splash water 
on tomato plants. Water the soil gently 
and avoid splashing onto leaves.

Pratt
Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,

Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965

.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars

Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private 
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

pratthobbyshop.com
978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles on or after July 9, 2026 on the website www.
auctionsinternational.com . Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after July 
9, 2026 by private or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, 
and notices of sale:

1. 2014 Fiat 500L VIN ZFBCFADH6EZ029638
2. 2017 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCR2F06HA197608
3. 2012 Toyota RAV4 VIN 2T3YF4DV8CW144698
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                              6/17, 6/24, 7/1

WANTED TO BUY

A ranch-style home 
in Newbury or Rowley 

in any condition. 
Will pay fair market price 

"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 
improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 

Seeking ground level living in Rowley or Newbury. No more stairs!

Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

Thank you ROWLEY'S KRAKEN GAMING
 for reminding us to keep the answers on a 

different page than the puzzles.

Join the American Legion
The Rene J. Gagnon American Legion Post #211 is looking for new members to join, 

they would appreciate your help, you may join by contacting Doug Dawes at 978.270.3037 
or dougdawes@gmail.com. ♦

Salvation Army of Newburyport
presents-

Sailabration - Cruise for a Cause
Proceeds benefit local services

FRIDAY JULY 24, 2026 - 6:30-9:30
Sunset cruise on the new Captain's Lady IV 

$75 per person. includes-Food, DJ/dancing, Trivia, 
Silent Auction

Cash bar. For more info: salvationarmyma.org/sail
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Continued from page 1
CUSTOM HOUSE

BOXFORD: Stiles Pond Beach Passes on Sale Now

tor James Russell said. 
"A special exhibition, titled "Ink, 

Iron & Independence," will open to 
members on June 18 and to the public 
on June 19. The print will be on display 
from June 19 through July 17 when it 
will be returned to the private collec-
tor", states Julia Bradley, Senior man-
ager and Director of Collections.

Custom House was among 150 non-
profit organizations to receive funding 
through the Cummings Foundation’s 
annual grant program, which awarded 
$35 million this year. Chosen through a 
competitive review process that drew a 
record 959 applicants, the museum will 
receive $150,000 over three years.

“The CHMM has made significant 
strides in new initiatives since 2024”, 
Russell said. “These initiatives, like the 
kids’ Discovery Center, need time to 
mature and will strengthen the fabric 
of this community. Cummings Foun-
dation support provides the much-
needed runway to let these transforma-
tions incubate, take root and flourish, 
while simultaneously providing the 
breathing space for the museum’s Board 
to build up a robust major-donor sup-
port structure.”

 This year, the Woburn-based Cum-
mings Foundation shifted to fully 
unrestricted funding, allowing recipi-
ents to direct grant dollars where they 
are needed most. Foundation executive 
director and trustee Joyce Vyriotes said 
that “nonprofit professionals are closest 
to the challenges facing their commu-
nities, making them best positioned to 
determine where and how new funds 
will drive the greatest impact. By pro-
viding increased, flexible funding, we 
hope to strengthen organizations’ long-
term stability and help them respond to 
evolving community needs.”  

Cronin said, “The CHMM pivoted 
from its traditional focus of adult pro-
gramming and moved into a space that 
increasingly serves younger audiences.” 

In 2023, children and youth 
accounted for 5-10 percent of attend-
ees. Rapid implementation of new ini-
tiatives increased children and youth 
participation to 35 percent. 

"Importantly, today our attendees 
represent a broad span of ages, race and 
ethnicities, plus a much broader socio-
economic spectrum. The driving fac-
tor in this shift was a major renovation 
and build-out of a children’s Discovery 
Center, which will soon be full handi-
cap accessible." 

This Center now commands a third 
of the total museum space. It has 
expanded and now operates outdoors 
during the summer.  

As a largely volunteer-run museum 
with two full time staff, volunteers con-
tributed 7,700 hours donated in 2025. 
In 2026, the paid summer internship 

Newburyport Chamber of Commerce 
and many more community partners 
will present Newburyport 250 Declara-
tion of Independence Day: The Die Is 
Cast at 1:30 p.m., Sunday, July 19, with 
a procession to Market Square, com-
memorating the 250th anniversary of 
the first public reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence in Newburyport. 

This event is sponsored in part by 
the Massachusetts Office of Travel and 
Tourism (MOTT) as part of the state-

BOXFORD − Seasonal member-
ships for Stiles Pond Beach are now on 
sale Stiles Pond Beach is scheduled to 
open for the season on Saturday, June 
20, and residents are encouraged to 
purchase their seasonal passes online 
through the Town's website before 
opening day.

As part of the season opening, the 
Town will host a Stiles Pond Beach 
Community Day on Friday, June 19. 
All Boxford residents are invited to 
visit and enjoy the beach free of charge, 
regardless of whether they have pur-
chased a seasonal membership. Com-
munity Day will provide residents an 
opportunity to experience one of Box-
ford's most treasured recreational assets, 
reconnect with neighbors, and visit the 
beach before the season officially opens.

This year marks an important mile-
stone for the community, as 2026 is 
the first season that Stiles Pond Beach 
will be operated directly by the Town of 
Boxford following the transition from 
the Boxford Athletic Association. The 
Town is committed to maintaining 
the traditions that generations of resi-
dents have enjoyed while continuing to 
enhance operations and accessibility for 
families.

Residents may purchase seasonal 
memberships through the Town's 

program attracted 
six Newburyport 
High School stu-
dents and six col-
lege students from 
the area.

Sec re t a r y  o f 
State John Quincy 
Adams, who ear-
lier studied law with 
Theophilus Parsons 
in Newburyport 
(1787-1789), com-
missioned engraver 
William J. Stone to 
create an exact, full-
size facsimile of the 
Declaration of Inde-
pendence. He was 
concerned because 
the original 1776 
Declaration was 
already fading and 

deteriorating before the young nation’s 
50th anniversary.

 The signatures of the 56 delegates 
were carefully copied. Stone spent two 
years perfecting the plate and after he 
had printed the 200 copies ordered, his 
original engraved plate remained with 
the Department of State. 

A decade later, Peter Force (1790-
1868), historian, publisher and mayor 
of Washington D.C., created a massive 
20-volume anthology entitled Amer-
ican Archives, containing copies of 
key letters, documents, and broadsides 
from the Revolutionary War. Congress 
agreed to fund an edition of 1,500 sets, 
but sales were disappointing and only 
500 to 1,000 copies were printed.

The Declaration was first read in 
Newburyport on July 19, 1776. 

The Museum of Old Newbury, the 
Custom House Maritime Museum, 
Lowell's Boat Shop, the First Reli-
gious Society, Theater in the Open, 
the City of Newburyport, the Greater 

wide MA250 campaign. A public com-
memoration of the 250th anniversary 
of Newburyport's first reading of the 
Declaration of Independence, with 
community readings, Revolutionary 
soldiers, sailors, and colonial-era towns-
people, ceremonial music and salutes, 
the arrival of two schooners honored 
by privateers on board, and with public 
access to the schooners until 5:30 p.m., 
plus activities for families at the Cus-
tom House.

online payment portal available on the 
Town website.

The Select Board recently approved 
a reduction in the cost of a Family Sea-
sonal Membership from $250 to $150 
to encourage greater participation and 
make the beach more affordable for 
Boxford families. Individual Seasonal 
Memberships are available for $50. All 
seasonal memberships are available to 
Boxford residents only.

The Town will continue utilizing the 
wristband system residents have used in 
previous years to access the beach. After 
purchasing a seasonal membership 
online, residents should bring proof of 
payment and proof of residency, such as 
a driver's license, to Stiles Pond Beach. 
Beach staff will provide membership 
wristbands along with seasonal park-
ing stickers for participating house-
holds. The seasonal parking sticker pro-
gram is new for 2026 and is intended to 
improve parking management.

Family memberships are available 
for up to two named adults residing in 
the same household and their children 
or grandchildren under the age of 25. 
Family memberships include two sea-
sonal parking stickers. Individual mem-
berships include one seasonal parking 
sticker. Day passes and guest passes are 
also available. 

History of Merrimac with Larry Fisher
Thursday, June 18 at 6:30 P.M.

Merrimac Public Library
86 West Main Street

All are welcome.
Scan QR code or sign up at the library.

First Congregational Church
Georgetown

Tuesday, June 23rd   6 - 8  P.M.


