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REGIONAL – The planned meet-
ing between the North Shore legisla-
tive delegation and a key school com-
mittee for the future of the Whittier 
Regional Vocational Technical High 
School was postponed indefinitely last 
week because the committee members 
from the district’s 11 cities and towns 
are so divided. 

The Regional Agreement Amend-

NEWBURYPORT – Belleville 
Church will host piano soloist Sergei 
Novikov on Sunday, May 31 at 4 p.m. 
for a concert benefiting the fundraising 
efforts to reopen the historic Belleville 
Meetinghouse. Music will include clas-
sical, jazz, Broadway tunes, and more. 
Tickets are available at the door for a 

suggested donation of $25. Cash and 
credit cards accepted. 

Since immigrating from Russia to 
the United States in 1990, Novikov 
has become a major force in contem-
porary composing and has a large fol-
lowing. His music reflects influences 

REGIONAL – Being the 250th anniversary of the Declara-
tion of Independence, it is likely that many people will be buy-
ing new flags this year to replace older versions of Old Glory.

But what do you do with that torn, tattered flag? You can’t just 
put it in the regular 
trash. That is not 
just disrespectful, 
but illegal. 

Your old flag 
needs to be dis-
posed of in a dig-
nified, appropriate 
manner. 

That’s where the 
J. Mello Disposal 
team comes in. It 
has installed a dedi-
cated U.S. Flag box 
as part of its new 
trash transfer sta-
tion at 20 Carleton 
Drive in George-
town. 

Mello has always 
accepted U.S. flags 
for proper retire-

ment Committee (RAAC) is charged 
with creating a new governing docu-
ment among the cities and towns in the 
Whittier district. Without that agree-
ment that all the municipalities have to 
approve, the school cannot move for-
ward with plans to build or relocate a 
new high school. 

Committee Chair and West New-
bury Town Manager Angus Jennings 
described the meeting on April 15 as 

Whittier Fails to Solve Disagreements
With Enrollment Caps, Towns Feel Abused, Paying Top Dollar 
for Few Students as City of Haverhill Takes Lions Share of Seats

Piano Concert to Benefit 
Newburyport's Historic Belleville 

Meetinghouse

Retiring Old Glory at Local 
Collection Box

Connor Durkee retires flag at Mellos

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The town’s 
Conservation Committee will hold a 
special meeting Thursday to discuss 
hiring a director to replace Michele 
Grenier, who was fired by Town 
Administrator Orlando Pacheco in 
a controversial action that left a key 
town board with no staff.

The issue, which was intensely 
debated at the ConCom meeting last 
week, is whether the Georgetown 
town administrator has the authority 
to hire and fire the commission’s agent.

State law, Mass Gen Laws 40C, 
states: The (conservation) may appoint 
a director, clerks, consultants and other 

Continued on page 4

TA’s Hiring and 
Firing ConCom 

Agents?

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

Rowley's Iconic Village Pancake House
Rachel Corkum takes patrons orders on another 

busy Sunday at the Village Pancake House in Rowley. 
(Photo: Alan Aulson)
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TIDE CHART
Date

High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

27 Wed 9:27 7.6 9:47 8.5 3:22 0.5 3:33 0.9 5:10 8:10

28 Thu 10:18 7.5 10:31 8.6 4:13 0.4 4:19 1.0 5:09 8:11

29 Fri 11:04 7.4 11:13 8.6 4:59 0.4 5:02 1.2 5:08 8:12

30 Sat 11:47 7.3 11:53 8.5 5:41 0.3 5:42 1.3 5:08 8:13

31 Sun 12:27 7.3 6:21 0.4 6:22 1.4 5:07 8:14

1 Mon 12:32 8.5 1:07 7.2 7:00 0.4 7:01 1.5 5:07 8:15

2 Tue 1:11 8.5 1:46 7.2 7:39 0.4 7:41 1.5 5:06 8:15

3 Wed 1:51 8.4 2:27 7.2 8:19 0.4 8:22 1.5 5:06 8:16
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REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Going to an event in your community? 
Share your photos with The Town 

Common. We love to print your photos!

Two lucky Little League players will get the chance to step into the batter’s 
box at Fenway Park

As the Official Pizza of the Boston Red Sox, Sal’s Pizza is giving Little League 
players across Massachusetts and New Hampshire the opportunity to experi-
ence Fenway Park in a way few ever will with the launch of its “Batter Up at 
Fenway” giveaway.

Two winners will be selected to participate in an exclusive batting practice 
experience at Fenway Park on Friday, June 5, 2026. The selected players will 
each receive one of two batting slots at either 6:00 PM or 6:30 PM, where 
they’ll step up to the plate and take 10 pitches on the field at Fenway Park.

Each winner may bring up to four guests to watch the experience from inside 
the ballpark.

The evening will begin at the Sal’s Pizza Brookline Avenue location at 5:30 
PM with:

• A meet-and-greet with Sal’s mascot, Roni
• Photo opportunities
• Complimentary pizza slices
• A pre-event celebration before heading into Fenway Park
Winners will also receive discounted concession access inside the park along 

with a $25 Sal’s Pizza gift card for the Brookline Avenue location.
To enter, participants must:
1. Fill out the official online entry form: 

        https://www.sals.com/battingpracticecontest
2. Include their Sal’s app account number on the form to complete entry.
Winners will be announced on June 1, 2026.
“This is about creating unforgettable memories for Little League players and 

families throughout our communities,” said Sal Lupoli Jr, Senior Director of 
Sal’s Pizza. “As the Official Pizza of the Boston Red Sox, we’re excited to create 
opportunities that connect local youth baseball players with one of the most 
iconic ballparks in the world.”

The promotion is part of Sal’s Pizza’s continued support of youth sports, local 
families, and community partnerships throughout New England.

About Sal’s Pizza
Founded in 1990, Sal’s Pizza has become known throughout New England 

for its oversized slices, family recipes, and commitment to community involve-
ment. As the Official Pizza of the Boston Red Sox, Sal’s continues to support 
local schools, youth sports, and charitable organizations throughout the region.

Sal’s Pizza “Batter Up at Fenway” 
Giveaway for Mass. & N.H. Little Leaguers

Gloucester Color Guard at Fenway Park
Last week, the Gloucester Fire Department Honor Guard presented the 

colors in front of the Green Monster at Fenway Park on Thursday before the 
Boston Red Sox faced off against the Philadelphia Phillies. From left are Honor 
Guard Commander Firefighter David Elwell, Firefighter Jason LoCoco, 
Firefighter Jason Thibodeau, Firefighter Lukas McRobb, Firefighter Tyler 
Philbrook, Firefighter Ishi King, and Capt. Pat Legro. 
(Photo Courtesy Gloucester Fire Department)

Pentucket Superintendent 'Dr. Bee'
Pentucket Superintendent Dr. Justin Bartholomew became "Dr. Bee" for the 

afternoon for PreK students at Bagnall School, as he gave presentations to them 
about beekeeping, a personal hobby of his. (Photo Courtesy Pentucket Regional 
School District)

Beach Management Community Forums!
Community Forum 1: Thursday, June 4th from 5:00-6:30pm at Blue Ocean 

Event Center (4 Ocean Front S, Salisbury, MA) 
Community Forum 2: Friday, June 5th from 10:00-11:30am at PITA Hall 

(8 Plum Island Blvd., Newbury, MA) 
The coastal communities of Salisbury, Newbury, and Newburyport have 

been working collaboratively on a regional beach sediment management study! 
Through funding from Coastal Zone Management, and technical assistance 
from Sustainable Coastal Solutions, the team has explored different sediment 
management approaches for our region. Please join us at one of our upcoming 
Community Forums to: 

• Share your experience living, working, and recreating on the barrier beaches
• Hear main findings from the recently completed Regional Beach Sediment 

Management Study 
• Gain knowledge on ways to improve local resilience
• Provide feedback to your community on proposed management strategies
Please feel free to reach out to enviro@mvpc.org with any questions! We look 

forward to seeing you! 

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales 

Looking for the right individuals who 
want to diligently call on sales accounts 

each week. This is commissioned Ad 
Sales in the Greater Newburyport Area. 
You build a portfolio, and earn residuals 
every month... Lonnie Brennan: editor@

TheTownCommon.com
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REPOWER 
PROMOTION!

BUY a 50-150 HP outboard engine and 
receive Repower Financing as low as 4.99% 

OR
BUY a 50-115 HP outboard engine and 

receive a FREE Lowrance 9" Elite FS 9 with 
Active Imaging 3 in 1 — a $1,099 value! OR
BUY a 150 HP outboard engine and receive 

a FREE Lowrance 10" HDS PRO 10 with 
Active Imaging HD — a $2,399 value!

80 Main Street, Essex • 978 768 7161 
www.pikemarine.com

Backorders do 
not qualify. 

30, 2026.

West Newbury G.A.R. Memorial 
Library Upcoming Events

submitted by Rebecca Shea
Assistant Librarian, G.A.R. Memorial Library

Herbal Wellness Series, Tuesday June 2 at 2:00 PM
Join local clinical herbalist Hannah Sparks on a journey towards bet-
ter health. The final segment of the six-part wellness series will review 
several herbs that we can work with to support our body's natural 
healing processes.  June focuses on Natural 1st Aid. 

Hang out with Frasier  Wednesday June 3 from 4:00-5:00 PM 
Please come and make friends with Frasier, our very mellow retired 

seeing eye dog. He loves stories and would like to hear you read to 
him. Drop by and have fun.

Dover High School Navy JROTC Awards Ceremony
DOVER, N.H. − Dover High School held its annual Navy Junior Reserve 

Officers Training Corps (NJROTC) awards ceremony and Change of Com-
mand early this month at Service Credit Union Headquarters, celebrating 
the cadets' achievements and community service.

 The ceremony, primarily planned by the cadets, highlighted the students' 
leadership skills, organization and teamwork. The event opened with the Pre-
sentation of the Colors by the Dover NJROTC Color Guard. Guests then 
enjoyed a dinner prepared by the Dover Regional Career Technical Educa-
tion (CTE) Center Culinary Program and served by NJROTC cadets.

 During the 2025-2026 school year, Dover NJROTC cadets demonstrated 
professionalism in leadership trainings, hosting members of the U.S. Navy 
Blue Angels Flight Demonstration Team, supporting the Thunder Over 
New Hampshire Air Show with the National Guard, and presenting the 
national ensign at 11 school and community events.

 Cadets also competed in four regional drill meets, hosted by the Dover 
Drill Meet, and volunteered at community events.

 Following dinner, cadets were recognized for their achievements by the 
school and by several national veteran and civic organizations, with 17 awards 
being presented. The evening concluded with the Change of Command and 
passing of the guidon, symbolizing the transfer of leadership within the unit.

 "Programs like NJROTC provide our students with invaluable opportuni-
ties to develop leadership, discipline and a sense of service," said Superinten-
dent Christine Boston. "I am incredibly proud of these cadets for their com-
mitment both inside and outside the classroom."  ♦

Dover High School's NJROTC cadets. (Photos Courtesy of Kaitlynn Yake)

Continued from page 1
RETIRE YOUR FLAGS

ment, but the hope is that they will 
receive more by adding a dedicated col-
lection box.  And Mello will dispose of 
the old flag for free.  

“As a first Gulf War veteran, I am proud 

to work for a company that understands 
the importance of true patriotism and 
dedication to our national symbol of free-
dom.” Mark Van Weelden, vice president 
of Mello business development said. 

All flags collected are hand delivered to 
an Energy to Waste facility to be prop-
erly disposed of through its thermos pro-

cess.  This retirement process is a tradi-
tion for these facilities and is completed 
in a highly dignified manner. 

The flags, which are burned, are always 
processed separately from any solid waste 
between shut-down and start-up when 
there is no trash in the boiler.

                          ♦            

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales 

WE COVER A TREMENDOUS 
TERRITORY AND NEED 

SOMEONE TO VISIT MULTIPLE 
BUSINESSES AND TALK TO 

THEM ABOUT HOW TOGETHER 
WE CAN GROW.

This is commissioned Ad Sales in 
the Greater Newburyport Area. You 
build a portfolio, and earn residuals 

every month... You must be organized 
and dedicated to build your portfolio 

of business every week. 
Professional experience sought.

Limitied ability to train newbies, but 
will try to assist the right person.

Lonnie Brennan: editor@
TheTownCommon.com

25 New Banners
Added  This 

Month!
by Kay Lee Ogden

We want again to thank 
the Kiwanis and the 
Municipal Light Dept for 
their maintenance and 
care of of the Hometown 
Heroes Banners, who, 
along with the  Kiwanis 
do so much for our town. 
Kudos to Jon Pingree who 
was the catalyst for put-
ting this program together!  
Our town looks beautiful, 
with all the hanging ban-
ners, honoring all our ser-
vice men, women, and 
families, that have served 
to protect all our free-
doms!!  Happy Memorial 
Day to all!
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WHITTIER WARS

PIANO FUNDRAISER

TA vs. CONCOM

so “fractious” that he decided to post-
pone the meeting with the legislators, 
who ultimately will decide the school’s 
future.

None of the other committee mem-
bers disagreed with his assessment.

“We need a clear and concise mes-
sage,” Jennings told the committee last 
week. “Until we have that, a meeting 
with the legislators would be counter-
productive.”

The May meeting last week showed 
sprouts of agreement. Jennings, who is 
leaving in July as West Newbury’s Town 
Manager to become the Whittier busi-
ness manager, said he was more encour-
aged that the RACC was less divided, 
but the thorny issues, which need to be 
resolved in the next two or three meet-
ings, are far from resolved.

Without the new agreement, the 
Massachusetts School Building Author-

and nuances of classical, jazz, Spanish, 
Latin, Russian, blues, tango, electron-
ica and other styles. The Boston Globe 
said he: “brings an intelligence, craft 
and elegance to his arrangements….
his music is both accessible to the 
unschooled ear and complex enough 
to hold the interest of the classical 
music appreciator.” Novikov opened a 
program for First Lady Barbara Bush 
and has performed for dignitaries and 

employees, and may contract for materials and services 
within available funds insofar as the same are not sup-
plied by other departments.  

It does not provide for the SelectBoard or the town 
administrator to appoint a director or any ConCom 
employees. Town’s conservation commissions report 
directly to the state Department of Environmental 
Protection.

Without consulting or approval by the ConCom, 
Pacheco hired Rockport conservation agent John 
Lopez as a temporary consulting agent for five to seven 
hours per week. Lopez attended the ConCom meet-
ing last week and tried to speak once, but was not rec-
ognized.    

ConCom chair Rachel Therrien told Lopez earlier 
that he had not being hired as the conservation agent, 
setting up another conflict between the town adminis-
trator and the ConCom. The ConCom has formed a 
hiring subcommittee to begin screening applicants for 
the ConCom agent position. 

The work of the commission, which oversees the 
town’s wetlands, has had no staff since Grenier’s firing. 
The permitting work is being done by the chair and 
vice chair Amy Graffum, two volunteers. 

On one project involving the town’s water depart-
ment, the permits were left at the police station so 
at least four commission members could sign them. 
But Pacheco, who was vacationing in the Dominican 
Republic, had the paperwork, with only three com-
missioners’ signatures, removed from the police sta-
tion, which stays open 24 hours a day, and left in the 

locked commission 
office where it was 
not accessible. 

Without the 
fourth signature, 
the work being per-
formed by engineer-
ing firm Tighe and 
Bond was delayed 
for several days.

Grenier was fired 
on Friday, March 

ity (MSBA), which could fund as much 
as half of the new high school, will not 
move forward.

Several cities and towns want changes 
in the agreement to allocate operat-
ing and capital improvement costs to 
reflect the number of students sent 
from each. More than half of Whit-
tier students come from Haverhill, but 
the city would pay only 44 percent of 
the municipalities’ share of the cost of 
any construction. Rowley, on the other 
hand, would pay 3.5 per cent of the 
cost and Newburyport would pay 10.5 
percent.

When Jennings posted several ques-
tions to the members, there was a con-
sensus that Whittier should move to 
the Northern Essex Community Col-
lege campus, rather than renovate and 
repair the existing high school or build 
its own building on its Haverhill cam-
pus. 

There was unanimous agreement 
that Whittier should continue to edu-

celebrities including President George 
H.W. Bush, Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice, President Joe Biden, Billy 
Joel, Paul Newman and Reba McEn-
tire.

The Belleville Meetinghouse dedi-
cated in 1867, is a prominent landmark 
on High Street and a valued example 
of New England religious architecture. 
It has evolved into a shared resource 
for worship, music, and community 
events for the greater Newburyport 
community offering "the best acoustics 
on the North Shore" and seating for 

18, without approval of the SelectBoard or the Con-
Com, which hired her. She had staffed the ConCom 
since Nov. 27, 2023.  

“I can confirm we are in receipt of the letter and the 
matter has been forwarded to our insurance company 
as the appropriate protocol. They have assigned the 
appropriate personnel and will handle the matter mov-
ing forward,” Pacheco wrote.

Pacheco also serves as the town’s human resources 
director, which means any complaints by employees of 
discrimination or other wrongs would be investigated 
by him. 

In the termination letter, Grenier was fired for 
allegedly concealing a transcript of a Zoom recording 
of her conversations prior to the meeting. Grenier said 
that she never concealed any transcript. 

Pacheco also cited a recorded comment by Gre-
nier in the transcript as “unacceptable behavior” for a 
town employee. He wrote her, “(Y)ou mention that in 
talking about the Town Administrator that ‘It’s your 
f… job’.”  She was complaining that he had not given 
town employees computer software so they could work 
remotely during last winter’s ice storms.

Last week, Pacheco told The Town Common that 
he had not fired Grenier for questioning his job per-
formance, although he wrote in the termination letter 
that he had. 

When Pacheco was asked by the SelectBoard if he 
had cleared the firing of Grenier with legal counsel, 
the town administrator said he had consulted “legal.” 
Board members assumed he meant the law firm K&P 
Law on retainer with the town. 

Pacheco has since acknowledged that he hired a dif-
ferent law firm, Murphy, Hesse, Twomey & Lahane, 
without approval of the SelectBoard. The firm’s opin-
ion on the town administrator’s authority over the hir-
ing and firing of town employees has not been made 
public. 

The administrator’s hiring of a different law firm 
than K&P Law prompted SelectBoard member Mike 
Donahue to file an emergency Open Meeting Law 
complaint.   

Grenier’s attorney Simon Mann wrote: “The Town’s 
actions have caused Ms. Grenier significant financial 
harm and emotional distress and constitute clear viola-
tions of Massachusetts law.”   ♦

cate students.
But there was a major split on several 

thorny issues. 
For example, seven members of the 

committee voted that the new Whittier 
governing body should have one repre-
sentative for towns and two for cities. 
Three members voted for having only 
one member from each municipal-
ity, but their votes would be weighed 
to give the larger communities more 
clout. Five members voted for having 
one representative per municipality 
with no weighing. 

In this poll, the members were not 
limited to one vote. 

The RAAC members were also 
divided on how funding should be 
divided for Whittier’s operations and 
construction.  

The good news for RAAC is that 
Whittier could share NECC classrooms 
and athletic fields, which would reduce 
costs as Whittier and NECC would 
share those facilities under memoranda.
600 audience members. For decades 
it has been home to the Newburyport 
Choral Society, Belleville Roots Music 
Series, theater productions, organ con-
certs, weddings and other commu-
nity events.  The church temporarily 
closed the Meetinghouse until a res-
toration project is completed that will 
stabilize and repair the ceiling struc-
ture for generations to come. Bel-
leville and its community partners are 
currently raising funds to reopen this 
treasured venue.  Learn more at www.
bellevillechurch.org. ♦

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home

Diana Lee Zwicker Beverly, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, Danvers, 
978-777-7900

Mary Joan Hemenway Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113

Judith Helen Woolaver Beverly, MA
Roger E. Morency Beverly, MA 
Benedetta “Betty” (Pallazola) 
Mitchell

Gloucester Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester, 978-283-0884

Margaret “Peggy” M. 
Connelly

North Andover, MA 
Conte Funeral Home North Andover, 978-681-5000

Elizabeth A. Dankert North Andover, MA 
Ruth M. Giordano North Andover, MA 
Fernando R. Costa Danvers, MA 

Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, Peabody, 
978-531-0472

Anna Dickson Rapoza Peabody, MA 
Tina McCarthy Peabody, MA 
Edward Lee Findlen Peabody, MA 
John V. Drinan, Jr. Groveland, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 

Haverhill, 978-374-0000
Suzie Melo Tavares Haverhill, MA 
Susan E. Mabee Haverhill, MA 
Eleanor (Eason) Rowell Haverhill, MA H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home, Haverhill, 

978-372-9311Sherill A. (Bradley) Gariepy Groveland, MA 

Salvatore “Sully” Zingales Methuen, MA 
John Breen Memorial Funeral Homes, Lawrence, 
978-682-8381

Richard Thomas Haverhill, MA 

Comeau Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-521-4845 

Robert A. Birdsall Atkinson, NH 
Donna M. (White) 
McClanahan

Haverhill, MA 

William P. “Bill” Johns, III Haverhill, MA 
Albert H. Duchemin Haverhill, MA 
David Austin DeForrest Beverly, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem, 978-744-0497Joan Schaaff Hollister Peabody, MA 
JoAnn Maylor Danvers, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home, 

Danvers, 978-774-6600Norma May (Russell) 
Kolesnikoff

South Hamilton, 
MA 

Richard F. Preble West Newbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons, Amesbury, 978-388-0288Paula M. Smith Salisbury, MA 
Patrick Joseph Bissel Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, Hampton, 

603-926-6500Annette M. Belleville-Roberts Portsmouth, NH 

DEATH NOTICES The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

REACH BEYOND
YOUR TOWN.

HAVE YOUR AD 
SEEN IN

Come Home to Community News

advertise@TheTownCommon.com
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Hampton School 
District to Honor 

Three Retiring Staff 
Members

HAMPTON, N.H. — The Hampton 
School District invites the community to 
attend a new event to honor three long-
time staff members who will retire at the 
end of the school year.

The district will recognize Food Services 
Director Mary Borg, Library Media Spe-
cialist Alison Griffin and Centre School 
Administrative Assistant Melanie Liebe-
now for their years of service and contri-
butions to Hampton schools.

 The district's first Retirement Tea will be 
held from 3-4 p.m. on Thursday, June 4, 
in the SAU90 Conference Room, 6 Mar-
ston Way. Refreshments will be served.

 “We are deeply grateful to Mary, Alison 
and Melanie for the dedication they have 
shown to generations of Hampton stu-
dents and families,” said Superintendent 
Dr. Lois Costa. “Each of them has made 
a lasting impact on our schools and com-
munity. They will be greatly missed, and 
we wish them all the best in retirement.”

 Mary Borg
Borg was hired in 1997 as a head cook, 

after working in the travel industry. She 
has served as Food Services Director since 
2004.

 Borg is highly regarded as a supportive, 
responsible and caring member of the staff 
and leadership team. She accommodates 
many requests for catering and the initia-
tives she brings to the school are driven 
by her personal philosophy, “healthy kids 
equals healthy minds.”

 Borg and her husband live in Hampton 
and have three grown children who live in 
the area, and grandchildren who are stu-
dents at Hampton Schools. 

 Alison Griffin
Griffin began her career at the Marston 

School as a third-grade teacher in 1997. 
She has served as Library Media Special-
ist since 2001

 Griffin has hosted many authors and 
book fairs, demonstrating her commit-
ment to extended learning opportunities 
and promoting a school-wide love of liter-
acy. She has contributed to other events as 
well, such as the fifth-grade performances, 
field day, cricket tournaments and the 
Variety Show.

 She has been praised for her contribu-
tions to holiday parades, the Schools of 
Excellence application and site visit, and 
the Marston School Playground Project.

 Colleagues have called her “hardwork-
ing,” “an integral member of the staff,” 
and “Goddess of the Media Center.”

 Griffin lives in Portsmouth, where she 
will join her husband in retirement.

 Melanie Liebenow
Liebenow brought significant private 

sector experience to the SAU90, first as 
secretary at Barnard School in 
South Hampton, then at Centre 
School.

 Liebenow is valued by her fel-
low staff members for her "won-
derful presence, kind and consid-
erate ways" and the care that she 
has shown for others in the school 
community.

 Liebenow is also a grand-
mother to several current Hamp-
ton students and will continue to 
be an active member of the school 
community.  ♦

Boxford Transitions Emergency 
Calls to North Shore Regional  911
BOXFORD −The Town of Boxford officially transitioned emer-

gency dispatch operations to the North Shore Regional 911 
Center (NSR911) last week. Boxford’s transition to NSR911 fol-
lowed nearly two years of planning, evaluation, and implemen-
tation work. During the first year, town officials and public safety 
leadership conducted feasibility analysis and operational review of 
regional emergency communications options. Last summer, the Box-
ford Select Board entered into a Memorandum of Agreement with 
NSR911 for Boxford to become the regional center’s 11th member 
community. Over the past year, town staff, NSR911 personnel, and 
Boxford public safety departments worked collaboratively on opera-
tional planning, equipment installation, training, testing, and imple-
mentation coordination.

All emergency 911 calls and public safety dispatch operations 
for the Town of Boxford are being handled by NSR911 on behalf 
of the Boxford Police and Fire Departments.

Residents should continue to dial 911 for emergencies. Boxford 
Police and Fire Department non-emergency business phone num-
bers remain unchanged, and Police, Fire, and EMS response services 
within Boxford remain unchanged.

The Police Station lobby will remain open and accessible to the 
public 24 hours per day, 7 days per week. During periods when staff 
are not physically present in the lobby area, visitors may communi-
cate directly with NSR911 personnel through an intercom system.

Over the past several years, Boxford has evaluated opportunities 
to regionalize certain municipal services with neighboring commu-
nities where doing so improves operational resiliency, expands avail-
able resources, and enhances long-term sustainability. In public safety 
communications specifically, regional dispatch models have become 
increasingly common across Massachusetts due to the technology, 
training, staffing, and coordination demands of modern emergency 
communications systems. Regional dispatch operations also provide 
greater redundancy and operational continuity during major inci-
dents, severe weather events, or staffing shortages.

With the transition, Boxford joins Amesbury, Essex, Groveland, 
Hamilton, Manchester-by-the-Sea, Middleton, North Reading, 
Rowley, Topsfield, and Wenham as member communities served by 
NSR911.

“NSR911 gives our officers and firefighters access to additional 
resources, advanced dispatcher training, and modern emergency 
communications technology,” said Police Chief James Riter. “This is 
a strong long-term move for public safety in Boxford, and residents 
should continue to expect the same professional police and emer-
gency response services they rely on today.” 

“This transition represents an important investment in the future of 
emergency communications and public safety services for the Town 
of Boxford,” said Fire Chief Brian Geiger. “NSR911 provides addi-
tional resources, redundancy, and specialized emergency dispatch 
capabilities that support both our firefighters and the residents we 
serve. We are confident this regional partnership will enhance emer-
gency response coordination and service delivery for the community.”

The transition also concludes operations of the Town’s standalone 
Communications Department, following decades of dedicated ser-
vice to the community by Boxford’s dispatch personnel.

“This transition was not a reflection of the professionalism or per-
formance of our Communications Department staff,” said Town 
Administrator Matt Coogan. “Boxford has benefited from an excep-
tionally dedicated and professional dispatch team over many years. 
Their institutional knowledge, professionalism, and commitment to 
public safety have been deeply appreciated by the Town, our resi-
dents, and our first responders”.

The Town expressed appreciation to retired Communications 
Director Warren Gould for assisting with transition planning and 
implementation following his retirement, as well as the many Police, 
Fire, Communications, Town Hall, State 911 Department, and 
NSR911 personnel who contributed to the transition effort.

For additional information regarding the Town’s membership in 
NSR911, residents may visit the Town website.
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FREE
Largest Independent Weekly

NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
Community News Distribution Across

PUBLISHER'S CLUB $1,000 or more

The Aulson Family - Georgetown, MA
Frank Bertolino - The North Shore Realty Group - eXp Realty 
Lonnie Brennan - Georgetown, MA

COMMUNITY NEWS HERO $500 or more

Rich Baker - West Newbury, MA
MEDIA PATRIOT $250 or more

BENEFACTOR $100 or more

Anonymous - Georgetown, MA
Beth Gandelman - Realtor, J. Barrett
Deb Tyler - Rowley, MA

SPONSOR $50 or more

James Gage - Amesbury, MA
NEWSIE $25 or more

Brian Leahy - Georgetown, MA

The Town Common
2026 - 2027 Publisher's Club

of supporters of this paper
who help us sustain and grow.

Join the 2026-2027 Publisher's Club. Your name or business name 
published in 52+ editions from date of joining. See form on page 5.

REACH BEYOND
YOUR TOWN.

LET THEM SEE YOU IN...

This ad: $49
Come Home to Community News

advertise@TheTownCommon.com
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Use it Up,
Wear it Out,
Make it Do,

or Do Without.

The Universe is 
under no 

obligation to 
make sense 

to you.
Neil Degrasse Tyson
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BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on June 4, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Request 
for Determination of Applicability by applicant:  Belinda Durgin for the property 
located at: 28 Andrews Farm Road, Boxford:  Map 38, Block 3, Lot 40, to install a 
swimming pool fence within the 100’ foot buffer to a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

 For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                      5/27

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday June 4, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the 
Notice of Intent by applicant Curtis & Erin Desilets for the property located at 6 
MacDonald Drive, Assessor’s Map 13-3-20 to construct a farmer’s style front porch 
and rear deck within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

 For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                      5/27

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HAY FOR SALE
Horse Quality Hay 

2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)
Buy direct from the Farm!  Family owned 

since 1947
Pick up in Groveland

$12.50 per bale
508 982 0635

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED 
ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

 4 WEEKS FOR $30!   
advertise@thetowncommon.com

SERVICES

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER 
SERVICE

by GeoCivil Group
Upgrade outdated systems to modern 
app- and phone-operated controls. 

• New installations • Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups • Seasonal  Maintenance 

Residential & commercial Free on-site 
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

COMMERCIAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

Commercial Office Space for Lease 
with 2 additional garage bays and 5 + parking spaces. 

28 x 9 =252 sq ft = General office area 
13.8 x 10.3 = 142 sq ft = receiving area with window 

14.5 x 9.5= 138 sq ft office 1 with partition 
14.5 x 7.5 = 109 sq ft office 2 with partition 

14 x 25 X 2 BAYS = 2100 sq ft 
TOTAL 2741 Sq ft

Call the Aulson Company Inc. in Methuen Mass to discuss the details at 
978-975-4500 and reference “building lease” and 
you will be forwarded to the appropriate people.

THE AULSON COMPANY, 49 DANTON DRIVE METHUEN MA 01844 

PROFESSIONAL HELP WANTED

Join the marketing team at The Town Common as a commissioned advertising salesperson. 
Help businesses and groups in the vast greater Newburyport area (18 cities/towns). You 
will reach out, visit, and sell advertising to a wide range of corporate and local mom/pop 
businesses. Our goal is simple: make it easy for our advertisers to grow with us. You need 
to be able to work independently, be totally self-motivated, and issue simply daily activity 
reports to the advertising manager. Our clients deserve the best in everything that we do. 
Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com or nights after 7 pm: Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

"Why is it easier to forgive a 
stranger than to forgive a friend?"
Put hay all around your potato 
plants to attract beneficials (spi-
ders, etc.), to devour beetle larvae.

Hard to ignore this little box.
Imagine if your classified ad was here?

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or 
junk the following vehicles on or after June 10, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2011 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BRBGC6B3348523
2003 Toyota Camry VIN 4T1BE32K83U144432
2007 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFG12877H521741
2009 Acura TSX VIN JH4CU266X9C030447
2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer VIN 1GNDT13S142375540
2010 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GCZGFBA6A1140304
2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW2K8AJ3CM383143

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                                  5/20, 5/27, 6/3

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will auction the following vehicles June 18, 2026 on the website http://sta.ibidsmart.
com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. Those that 
do not sell at auction will be sold on or after June 18, 2026 by private or public sale to 
satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2008 Ford Taurus VIN 1FMDK07W48GA32924
2. 2018 Ford Escape VIN 1FMCU9J95JUA68402
3. 2004 Subaru Impreza VIN JF1GD67504H512183
4. 2015 Nissan Sentra VIN 3N1AB7AP7FY364730
5. 2008 Toyota Corolla VIN 2T1BR32E88C887714
6. 2013 Ford F-150 VIN 1FTMF1CM5DKE58082

Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Walter L. Lowell                                                                       5/27, (6/3), (6/10)

WANTED TO BUY
A ranch-style home 

in Newbury or Rowley 
in any condition. 

Will pay fair market price 
"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 

improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 
Call/Text: 978-432-9669 
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JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 
PUBLISHER'S CLUB

Receive a custom certificate and recognition of support in the paper.
Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 
worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) printed 
within the newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.  
List my donation as:

The Town Common
Advertising/Sponsors

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie
CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

YES, please also send me a magnetic 
bumper 'sticker' (as shown above).

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  

The Civil War Roundtable of the Merrimack 
will meet on June 10, 2026, at 7:30pm at the 
Hilton Senior Center, 43 Lafayette Rd (Rte 1), 
Salisbury, MA. Our June program will be pre-
sented by Rick Cochran of Hull, who'll discuss 
his Civil War novel, "True to His Country: a 
Civil War Novel," which is based on his ances-
tor in the 10th Connecticut Regiment.

We are free and welcome anyone with an 
interest in Civil War history to visit us! We are 
a non-profit group founded in 1995. For more 
info on this meeting and our group in general, 
please visit our website: www.cwrtmerrimack.
org of call Bill at 978-994-4717.

MERRIMAC — Chief Larry Fisher and the Merrimac Fire Depart-
ment remind residents to take great caution when receiving phone calls 
or emails soliciting monetary donations.

 A resident informed Merrimac Fire recently that they had received a 
call from an organization asking for donations to support the Depart-
ment. Merrimac Fire has not hired an outside group to solicit dona-
tions, nor has this organization supported or assisted the department in 
the past.

 The Department urges all residents to be very careful about any mon-
etary transactions over the telephone or online without complete assur-
ance that they are conducting legitimate transactions for goods or ser-
vices. Residents who receive requests for donations should verify that the 
request is legitimate by contacting the Merrimac Fire Department, either 
by phone or in person, before sending any money. ♦

The Civil War Roundtable 
of the Merrimack 

June 10 at Hilton Senior 
Center, Salisbury

Merrimac Fire Dept. Warns of Local Scam

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer


