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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The Select-
Board met last week for more than 
90 minutes in executive session 
with Town Administrator Orlando 
Pacheco regarding accusations that 
he has violated his contract by doing 
work on behalf of the town of Shirley 
and possibly other employers.

According to sources with knowl-

NEWBURYPORT – It was a tense 
morning at the Custom House Mari-
time Museum, the adrenalin and hot 
caffeine flowed as executive direc-
tor James Russell, his team and a very 
special donor competed in the Eldred 
Auction for a rare patriotic textile of the 
Declaration of Independence.

On Cape Cod, Eldred’s, New 
England’s oldest continually operat-

by Joe Kelly
GEORGETOWN – Peace Love 

Thrift opened on May 1, 2021, at 22 
E. Main Street in Georgetown, inside 
a building that still holds the vault 
from an older bank that, according 
to local legend, burned down some-
time in the 1880s. The vault survived, 
and the town rebuilt around it. Today, 
you can walk right inside it, though 

Bishop Fenwick is proud to 
announce Julia Davis ’26 of 
Newburyport as the Valedictorian 
for the Class of 2026. 

Julia has distinguished herself aca-
demically by pursuing one of the 

edge of the discussion in the execu-
tive meeting, Pacheco told the Select-
Board that he had taken vacation days 
when he sent the more than 50 emails 
to town of Shirley and other officials.  

instead of bars of gold, it holds racks 
of clothing and small treasures that 
used to belong to someone else and 
now can belong to you.

The vault is such a clean physi-
cal embodiment of Peace Love Thrift’s 
whole deal (reuse, re-circulation, value 
that isn’t “market value”) that it feels 
too good to be true. But that’s exactly 
why Kim Therrien, a retired nurse 

who has lived in Georgetown for more 
than 35 years, opened the shop in the 
first place: to give things, and people, 
another chance to be useful.

Most items are priced at five dol-
lars or less. This is not a practical 
strategy in the business sense. Sea-
soned resellers regularly stop in and 
leave with pieces they will later mark 
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SelectBoard Asks Town 
Administrator About Outside Work

Peace Love Thrift Going Strong at Fifth Anniversary

Newburyport Custom House Lands Rare Patriotic Textile

Newburyport's 
Julia Davis

* Valedictorian *
Bishop Fenwick

DANVERS − St. John’s Preparatory School held 
its 116th Commencement exercises on Saturday 
afternoon as Head of School Edward P. Hardiman, 
Ph.D. P’19 ’21 ’26 conferred diplomas upon 279 
seniors during an outdoor ceremony held on the 
school’s campus. The ceremony was characterized 
by themes of building upon our commonalities, 
investing in personal character growth and carrying others in times of need. 

The valedictory address s delivered by Ryan Yu of 
Boxford. Religious Studies teacher Steve Ruemenapp of Medford gave the 
commencement address. The Salutatorian Medal went jointly to twins Nick 
and Chris Sorrenti of Wakefield. Christopher Angelakis of Salem received the 
Xaverian Award, the highest honor the School can bestow upon a graduating 
senior and presented to the class member who best epitomizes the values and 
tradition of Xaverian education.

In his remarks to graduates, Dr. Hardiman, a Danvers resident, advised grad-

ST. JOHN'S PREP 
GRADUATES

Continued on page 3

BOXFORD

WEST NEWBURY

Alexander Beers

Ryan Horrigan

Logan Hatch

William McGowan

Ethan Champagne

Matthew LeBlanc

Noah Lear

Walter Shickolovich

William English

Kim Therrien smiles and greets waves of customers at Peace Love Thrift in downtown Georgetown

The Declaration of Independence Patriotic Textile  

Ryan MacKeen

Carson Sullivan

Ryan Yu

Noah Witte 2 DAYS AFTER BEING 
RE-ELECTED, CHAIR 

ANNOUNCES HE WILL TAKE 
30-DAY LEAVE OF ABSENCE
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TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

20 Wed 2:31 10.0 3:12 8.3 9:02 -1.0 9:13 0.3 5:15 8:04

21 Thu 3:27 9.7 4:10 8.2 9:58 -0.7 10:13 0.5 5:14 8:05

22 Fri 4:27 9.3 5:09 8.2 10:56 -0.4 11:15 0.7 5:13 8:06

23 Sat 5:28 8.8 6:09 8.2 11:54 -0.1 5:12 8:07

24 Sun 6:30 8.4 7:08 8.2 12:19 0.7 12:52 0.2 5:12 8:08

25 Mon 7:32 8.1 8:06 8.4 1:23 0.7 1:49 0.5 5:11 8:09

26 Tue 8:32 7.8 8:59 8.5 2:25 0.7 2:43 0.7 5:10 8:09

27 Wed 9:27 7.6 9:47 8.5 3:22 0.5 3:33 0.9 5:10 8:10
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REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Going to an event in your community? 
Share your photos with The Town 

Common. We love to print your photos!

ST. JOHN'S PREP GRADUATES - GEORGETOWN

GROVELAND PLAISTOW, NH ROWLEY MERRIMAC

NEWBURYPORT

Jordan Alves

Jax Morrison

Ryan King

Joseph Bonavita

Demosthenes Nikolakpoulos

Sawyer Cheverie-Leonard

Kevin Correa

Adam Sindoni

Andrew McManmon

Jonah Greenblatt

James Solopoulos

Chibueze Anasiudu

Brendan Hughes

Samuel Thompson

Luke Mailhot

James Minor

Ming Pineiro

Cooper Brown

Carter Hoekstra

John McIntosh

Harry Clay

Wyatt Hoekstra

Nathaniel O'Donnell

Connor Cronin

Garrett McIntosh

Jack Tramontana
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REPOWER 
PROMOTION!

BUY a 50-150 HP outboard engine and 
receive Repower Financing as low as 4.99% 

OR
BUY a 50-115 HP outboard engine and 

receive a FREE Lowrance 9" Elite FS 9 with 
Active Imaging 3 in 1 — a $1,099 value! OR
BUY a 150 HP outboard engine and receive 

a FREE Lowrance 10" HDS PRO 10 with 
Active Imaging HD — a $2,399 value!

80 Main Street, Essex • 978 768 7161 
www.pikemarine.com

Backorders do 
not qualify. 

30, 2026.

NEWBURY

TOPSFIELD

HAMILTON

Kiernan Brown Matthew Lannan

James de Buy Wenniger

Edward Ashworth

William Erickson

Bohan Minogue

Jack Carew Harry Meurer

John DeAngelis

William Clark

Michael Quigley

Lincoln DeAngelo Salvatore Russello

Joseph Eberhart

Finneas DeBiase

Thomas Randall

uates to keep exploring and refining 
their true vocation as young leaders of 
character, confidence, and faith.

“The academic content we’ve taught 
you is essential, the lessons of team-
work you’ve learned on the stage and 
playing fields, and the skills you have 
acquired are important. [But] your 
vocation, your call as a servant leader, 
your mission is quite simple: Embrace 
the reality that you and everyone you 
encounter is immensely, incompre-
hensibly, and unconditionally loved 
by God.”

In his valedictory address, Boxford’s 
Yu leveraged the nation’s forthcoming 
250th birthday to juxtapose the chal-
lenging and world-shaping call the 
Founders answered with his own gen-
eration’s moral imperative. “It’s easy to 
see [the word’s] problems as reasons 
for despair. Solutions will depend, just 
as they did [back] then, on our capac-
ity for tireless effort and the courage to 
lead with empathy. I think our com-
munity supports each other through 
hardship  because we built off of our 
commonalities, just as the Founders 
found common cause to manage their 
differences.  ♦

school’s most rigorous academic pro-
grams, including thirteen AP courses. 
A Presidential Scholarship recipient 
and AP Scholar with Distinction, 
Julia has earned numerous depart-
mental awards across the sciences, 
humanities, theology, and world lan-
guages, reflecting both the breadth 
and depth of her academic excellence.

 Beyond the classroom, Julia has 
been a leader in athletics, service, and 
student life. A multi-year captain and 
Catholic Central League All-Star in 
cross country and track and field, she 
has also founded and led initiatives 
including Fenwick’s American Red 
Cross Club and a youth cross coun-
try program for local middle school 
students. Her commitment to serving 
others is evident through her long-
time work supporting students in 
Haiti, as well as her involvement with 
Best Buddies, homeless ministry, and 
Girls on the Run. Through her intel-
lect, humility, leadership, and dedica-
tion to others, Julia embodies the very 
best of the Fenwick community.

 About Valedictorian:
At Bishop Fenwick High School, 

the title of Valedictorian is awarded 
to the senior who has achieved the 
highest weighted grade point average 
in the graduating class while exem-
plifying the school’s commitment to 
scholarship, leadership, faith, and ser-
vice. The honor recognizes not only 
extraordinary academic achievement, 
but also a student’s dedication to the 
broader Fenwick community through 
involvement in athletics, extracurric-
ular activities, leadership, and service 
to others. As the top academic honor 
awarded by the school, the Valedic-
torian represents the pursuit of excel-
lence and the values of a Fenwick 
“Education for Life.”  

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

ST. JOHN'S PREP

NEWBURYPORT'S 
JULIA DAVIS
BISHOP FENWICK'S
VALEDICTORIAN

FRANK BERTOLINO

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

FrankHomeTeam@gmai l .com 
978.255.4735 office -  978.270.0365 mobi le  
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Letters To The Editor

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Continued from page 1
PEACE LOVE THRIFT

up 10-15 times. Kim does not mind. 
She prices her items with the belief 
that useful things should stay within 
reach of people who need them. The 
shop’s hours reflect the habits of a per-
son doing this for love as well: it’s only 
open Thursday and Friday from 12–6, 
Saturday 11–6, and Sunday 12–5, so 
Kim can have time to enjoy retire-
ment and spend time with her family.

Over time, Peace Love Thrift has 
become more than a place to shop. 
Customers linger, catching up on 
town news, sharing stories, and check-
ing in on one another. Kim and her 
employee-number-one Tony have 
filled the store with tiny notes and 
jokes that visitors can spend hours dis-
covering, and on Instagram (@peace-

Continued from page 1

GEORGETOWN
QUESTIONS/CHANGES

lovethriftstore), Kim’s “Thrifty Min-
ute” videos offer quick, often hilarious 
glimpses into the day-to-day life of 

acres along Baldpate Pond conserva-
tion land. She also donates to schools, 
nursing homes, and the library. And 
twice a year, she contributes to dona-
tion efforts coordinated by her friend 
Amos, sending items to his home 

the shop. Donations come in steadily 
because people trust PLT to be fair and 
thoughtful with what they give. What 
the shop cannot keep, it donates. Kim 
supports Camp Denison in George-
town, a recreation center set on 45 

community in Kenya’s Maasai Mara 
region, near Mt. Kilimanjaro.

Kim thanks her customers, her fam-
ily, and the friends who have sup-
ported her along the way.  ♦

issues involving Pacheco’s outside 
work would be dealt with in public at 
a future meeting.  

Selectman Mike Donahue last 
week presented the board and The 
Town Common with the more than 
50 emails between Pacheco and Shir-
ley town officials regarding green 
energy and other projects. The emails 
seemed to indicate the administrator 
was working on securing grants and 
other projects for Shirley. 

Donahue’s conclusion from a review 
of the emails was “there is a clear and 
overwhelming pattern of non-com-
pliance as he was conducting outside 
business during Georgetown business 
hours.”

This week, after the executive ses-
sion concluded, Donahue said he was 
“happy,” but sources told this news-
paper that Donahue had been sharply 
criticized by other board members 
during the executive session for pre-
senting the controversial emails.

Donahue sprung the emails on 
the SelectBoard with no advance 
warning or at their May 4 meeting 
before Town Meeting, where Dona-
hue offered a motion to the board 
to schedule a meeting to discuss the 
matter with Pacheco and town coun-
sel present. 

Members Doug Dawes, Robert 
Hoover, Laura Repplier, and Rachel 
Therrien declined to second Dona-
hue’s motion and it “died for lack of a 
second,” Hoover announced.  

Donahue told the paper he was sur-
prised that three days later, with no 
notice, Hoover unilaterally scheduled 
the meeting Donahue had sought and 
had been denied.

Donahue was also surprised, as 
were many, that Hoover announced 
last week that he is going to take the 
next 30 days (minimum) off.  Hoover 
refused to publicly disclose his reason 
for stepping away. 

Pacheco after the meeting asked 
for The Town Common to disclose 
what residents or staff it had quoted 
anonymously that the administrator 
had bragged that his $165,000 salary 
was “play money.”  The Town Common 
declined to identify the staff or resi-
dents who had reported hearing the 
administrator’s comments as they 
explicitly requested anonymity out of 
fear of retaliation.  ♦

The Vault The Treasures Tony Toledo More than Clothes

Pacheco’s employment contract 
with Georgetown requires that he 
devote his full time to the “effort and 
attention to the business of the Town 
of Georgetown (and) will not engage 
in any other business during office 
hours, except with the express written 
approval of the (Select)Board.”

The language of the contract does 
not specify what the town administra-
tor may do on vacation time. Most of 
the emails sent to other town officials 
were during office hours. Pacheco rou-
tinely announces to the SelectBoard 
when he is taking vacation time. 

On the Job for Our Town
To the Editor:
I write in reference to the Mon., 

May 14, 2026, Selectboard meeting. I 
was in attendance, and a question was 
raised as to the Town Administrator 
Orlando Pacheco’s work hours, and 
out-of-town work.

Since Mr. Pacheco’s hire in our 
town, I have personally worked many 
hours with him, myself being a mem-
ber of our finance and advisory board, 
community preservation commit-
tee, board of health member, and a 
past selectboard member. I’ve always 
found Orlando helpful, knowledge-
able, polite, easy to work with, and he 
follows up to mamani question and 
requests over the years.

This past year while I was at meet-
ings for C.P.C. on Tuesday evenings, 
Finance and Advisory on Wednesday 

In Georgetown and other commu-
nities, the town administrator may 
work for other employers only after a 
vote of the SelectBoard granting per-
mission. Pacheco had been given per-
mission in the past to work for the 
city of Haverhill, but only on Fri-
days when Georgetown Town Hall is 
closed. 

After the meeting, most SelectBoard 
members said they could not com-
ment on the substance of the meeting, 
but newly elected board member Ed 
Dobie said only that it was “an amica-
ble” meeting. “There were questions 
asked and answered,” he said.

All agreed that Pacheco had not 
been disciplined for his outside work. 
Selectman Robert Hoover said the 

evenings, Orlando was at most meet-
ings., if not there in person, then there 
online.

These are rather steady from Sept. 
through May yearly. How does one 
define the hours he is working per 
day. I do not question that Orlando is 
putting in the time need for our town.

I can also personally say that while 
out one weekend night with friends, 
a town question came up. My wife 
Minda e-mailed the question to 
Orlando at about 10 p.m. with expec-
tation of an answer on Monday 
morning. He answered in minutes. 
Just another example of Orlando on 
the job for our town.

I’m quite thankful to have him here 
working for Georgetown.

Thank you Orlando.
Sincerely, 
Gary C. Fowler

Name City/State Lived Funeral Home
Arthur M. Delaney Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, Danvers, 978-

777-7900Joann P. Skoropowski Peabody, MA 

Sharon Lee Savino Beverly, MA 
Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113

Joyce E. Eastman Haverhill, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, Peabody, 
978-531-0472

Michael J. Bisol Atkinson, NH Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services, 
Haverhill, 978-374-0000

Alisha Carlene Haverhill, MA 
Julie Barton Haverhill, MA 

James “Jim” Jacques Beverly, MA 
E V Jutras & Sons Funeral Home, Amesbury, 978-
388-0430

Laura A. Foote Rowley, MA 
F.S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home, Rowley, 
978-948-7763

Jack Tatirosian Atkinson, NH 
H.L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-372-9311

Sarah A. (Malta) McGuirk Haverhill, MA 
Comeau Funeral Home, Haverhill, 
978-521-4845 

Leonard J. Chicarello Groveland, MA 
Marilyn Ruth (Dinsmore) 
Wentworth

Haverhill, MA 

Charles E. Hannon Danver, MA Mackey Funeral Home, Middleton, 
978-774-0033

Barbara Catherine (Prosper) 
Kulevich Marblehead, MA Morris Funeral Home, Salem, 

978-744-0497

Mrs. Linda Ecker Alberts Topsfield, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home, 
Danvers, 978-774-6600

Cheryl L. (Hough) Sullivan Weare, NH O’Donnell Funeral Home, Salem, 
978-744-2350

DEATH NOTICES The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.
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Memorial
Day, 

A very spe-
cial  thank 
you to all 
that served 
to enable our 
freedoms! 

And, thank 
you to the 
Kiwanis for 
producing all 
the banners 
plus the 15 

plus new banners honoring our ser-
vice men, women, and their families!

Our Georgetown Municipal Light 
Department for caring for them and 
raising them on this special day!  

Kay's Corner
by Kay Lee Ogden

WANTED TO BUY
A ranch-style home 

in Newbury or Rowley 
in any condition. 

Will pay fair market price 
"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 

improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 
Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 
PUBLISHER'S CLUB

Receive a custom certificate and recognition of support in the paper.
Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 
worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) printed 
within the newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.  
List my donation as:

The Town Common
Advertising/Sponsors

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie
CHECK ENCLOSED

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

YES, please also send me a magnetic 
bumper 'sticker' (as shown above).
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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The attor-
ney for fired Conservation Commis-
sion (ConCom) director Michele Gre-
nier has demanded the town pay her at 
least one year of salary at $65,000/year 
to settle claims of discrimination, retal-
iation, improper reduction of wages 
and wrongful termination by Town 
Administrator Orlando Pacheco. 

Last week, Pacheco hired John 
Lopez, a conservation agent in Rock-
port, who has worked part time for 
Georgetown before. The administra-
tor wrote that he hired Lopez tempo-
rarily for five to seven hours per week 
to staff the ConCom. 

ConCom chair Rachel Therrien 
told Lopez he was not being hired, 
setting up another conflict with the 
town administrator and the Con-
Com. Under town bylaw, the Con-
Com has the authority to hire and fire 
its employees. It formed a hiring sub-
committee at its last meeting to begin 
screening applicants for the ConCom 
agent position. 

Therrien and Amy Graffum, the 
ConCom vice chair, wrote to the 
SelectBoard, “We are in support of an 
interim agent, but not by the process 
which sets a dangerous precedent with 
no checks and balances.”

The commission, which oversees the 
town’s wetlands, has had no staff since 
Grenier’s firing. The commission’s 
work processing applications from res-
idents is being done by Therrien and 
Graffum.

Pacheco terminated Grenier on Fri-
day, March 18 without approval of the 
SelectBoard or the ConCom, which 
hired her. She had staffed the Con-
Com since Nov. 27, 2023.  

“I can confirm we are in receipt of 
the letter and the matter has been for-
warded to our insurance company as 
the appropriate protocol. They have 
assigned the appropriate personnel 
and will handle the matter moving for-
ward,” Pacheco wrote.

Pacheco also serves as the town’s 
human resources director, which 
means any complaints by employees of 
discrimination or other wrongs would 
be investigated by him.  

Her attorney Simon Mann wrote: 
“The Town’s actions have caused Ms. 
Grenier significant financial harm and 
emotional distress and constitute clear 
violations of Massachusetts law.” 

Pacheco fired Grenier, the only Con-
Com staff, for unspecified behaviors 
related to a continued ConCom meet-
ing, a decision made by commission 
chair Therrien, not Grenier. 

The town’s bylaw states: “In his 
capacity, the Town Administrator, 
upon approval by the Board of Select-
men, shall have the authority to carry 
out the following functions, including 
but not limited to: A. Appointment 
and removal of employees.”

She was also fired for allegedly con-
cealing a transcript of a Zoom record-
ing of her conversations prior to the 
meeting. 

In the termination letter, Pacheco 
cited a recorded comment by Gre-
nier in the transcript as “unaccept-
able behavior” for a town employee. 
He wrote her, “(Y)ou mention that in 
talking about the Town Administrator 

that ‘It’s your f… job’.”  
Last week, Pacheco denied that he 

fired Grenier for questioning his job 
performance. 

When Pacheco was asked by the 
SelectBoard if he had cleared the fir-
ing of Grenier with legal counsel, the 
town administrator said he had con-
sulted “legal,” which Board members 
assumed was the law firm K&P Law 
on retainer with the town. 

Pacheco has since acknowledged that 
he hired a different law firm, Murphy, 
Hesse, Twomey & Lahane, without 
approval of the SelectBoard. The firm’s 
opinion on the town administrator’s 
authority over the hiring and firing of 
town employees has not been made 
public. 

The administrator’s hiring of a differ-
ent law firm than K&P Law prompted 
SelectBoard member Mike Donahue 
to file an emergency Open Meeting 
Law complaint.   

Grenier, a longtime municipal vol-
unteer and employee, was recorded 
criticizing Pacheco because computer 
software to allow employees to work 
on their personal computers remotely 
had not been installed. During the 
winter’s snow days, Pacheco told town 
employees they should work remotely 
for two days.

But without the software, that was 
not possible. 

Grenier said she did not know she 
was being recorded on Zoom and said 
she did not know there was a transcript 
of the meeting. Except for a few lines 
criticizing Pacheco, the three-page 
transcript chronicles Grenier calling 
ConCom board members to tell them 
the meeting was continued for lack of 
a quorum. 

In his demand letter to the town, 
her attorney wrote: “Ms. Grenier was 
hired after three rounds of interviews 
at a salary of $65,000 for 32 hours per 
week, reporting to the Conservation 
Commission. Shortly after she began, 
the Town Administrator imposed an 
arrangement requiring her to work 
in the Town of Essex, something the 
Commission itself was unaware of. “

Grenier was asked to work eight 
hours a week for Essex and 24 for 
Georgetown.

“When that assignment ended in 
June 2024, Ms. Grenier expected to 
return to her full role in Georgetown. 
Instead, her hours and salary were 
cut to approximately 24 hours and 
$38,000, without her agreement. She 
and her supervisor (ConCom chair 
Carl Shreder) refused to sign off on 
this change, and no other department 
heads were treated similarly,” Mann 
wrote.

The attorney wrote that Grenier was 
singled out and subjected to ongoing 
hostile and unequal treatment. “She 
was held to standards not applied to 
others, publicly reprimanded,

and denied support in difficult and 
confrontational situations encoun-
tered in the field,” the attorney wrote.

Her compensation remained signifi-
cantly below that of her peers, Mann 
wrote.

Greier was also suspended without 
pay under “questionable circumstances 
and subjected to continued harass-
ment that the Town failed to address,” 
the attorney wrote. ♦

Standoff: ConCom v. Pacheco Memorial Day
Boxford: See flyer to left.
Essex Parade 10:00 AM Begins at the fire 
station and goes through Main Street.
Hamilton Parade: 10:00 AM Starts at Pat-
ton Park or Town Hall, marches through 
main roads to Veterans Memorial.
Newburyport Parade: 10:00 AM: Starts at 
the High School / Bartlett Mall area, then 
to Cushing Cemetery or Waterfront.
Salisbury Parade: Usually 10:00 AM: From 
Town Hall down to Salisbury Beach or 
Town Common.
Seabrook, N.H. Parade: 10 AM, Begins 
at Town Hall, proceeds along Main Street 
to Veterans Park for ceremonies. proceeds 
along Main Street to Veterans Park for cer-
emonies.
Georgetown: Assembles 9:00 a.m
Newbury: 10 a.m., near Town Hall
West Newbury: The parade will step off 
from Town Square (the intersection of 
Main and Maple Streets) at 10:30 AM and 
proceed down Main Street to the Training 
Field next to the Library.
Participants should plan to line up begin-
ning at 10:00 AM. The morning will con-
clude with a Commemorative Ceremony 
inside Town Hall, 491 Main Steet, across 
from the G.A.R. Memorial Library. 
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

HELP WANTED

Two positions - counter assistance & 
delivery assistance (Newburyport)
First position - seeking someone for 
Mondays and Fridays (opportunity for 
more hours).This position would include 
answering phones, making reservations, 
waiting on customers,
and other various tasks. Second position 
is also Mondays and Friday, some 
Thursdays - hours vary. Helping deliver 
party items, as well as, setting up tents.
Must be able to lift 50+ lbs - perfect 
for college student or someone needing 
to fill in around other part time 
work. Please email your inquiries to: 
ktr1998@hotmail.com

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUZZLE ANSWERS

MOVING/GARAGE SALE

SAT MAY 23 RAIN OR SHINE
10 AM THRU 3 PM

3 Larkspur Circle, GEORGETOWN
This sale will be featuring many CHRISTMAS ITEMS  of all kinds. This will be the 
second and last of our sales, because hopefully we wil be OUT OF ITEMS TO SELL. 

Therefore you can be sure of great bargains. Offers will be considered. 
REMEMBER,  "TO BE ON TIME IS TOO LATE, BUT TO ARRIVE TOO EARLY, 

YOU MAY HAVE TO WAIT!”   (Just saying)

HAY FOR SALE
Horse Quality Hay 

2025 Second Cut (only 60 bales left)
Buy direct from the Farm!  Family owned since 1947

Pick up in Groveland
$12.50 per bale
508 982 0635

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano sheet music... 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!   advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

I'm not afraid of death; I just don't 
want to be there when it happens.”
― Woody Allen 

“Life shrinks or expands in propor-
tion to one's courage.”― Anais Nin 

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE                                                

Notice is given that the Planning Board shall hold a Public Hearing in accordance 
with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A, Section 11, and the 
provisions of Article VI – Groundwater Protection District, as further provided in 
§165-39 & §165-40 of the Town of Georgetown Zoning Bylaws and Ch. 57 Erosion 
and Stormwater Control. The Public Hearing will be for both a Stormwater Permit 
and Special Permit in the Groundwater Protection District for construction of an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit at 430 Andover Street, Town Assessor’s Map 1-1 & 1-2A in 
Zoning District RC.  The proposal includes an Approval Not Required plan to meet 
setbacks.

This public hearing shall be held remotely on Wednesday, 27 MAY 2026 at 7:25 
P.M., in accordance with the Executive Order waiving certain provisions of M.G.L. 
c. 30A, sec. 20 during the COVID-19 pandemic, which was extended to JUNE 30, 
2027 by action of the General Court and signed by Gov. Healey.  Interested persons are 
invited to participate in the above-cited hearing, via computer, tablet, smartphone by 
connecting to the following: 

Zoom:  https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89823016032  Meeting ID: 89823 016032  
Passcode: 371535   

 The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 27 
MAY 2026 meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of Georgetown website 
no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting will be broadcast live 
on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV. Video recordings of this meeting, and 
all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.georgetowma.gov 
by choosing Cable TV option. Full and complete copies of the above-cited Site Plan 
application, together with the associated Plans, are available upon request by emailing 
the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.gov  or by clicking here:    https://
georgetownma.gov/government/boards___commissions/planning_board/index.
php#outer-5136 

Any person interested in being heard on this application needs to appear at the time 
and place designated, herein. Please note that written correspondence will be accepted 
and read into the record of the hearing if it were received before Noon on the day of the 
hearing. Persons needing special accommodations may send an eMail to FOConnor@
GeorgetownMA.gov.

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                          5/13,  5/20

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 
on June 4, 2026 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Request for 
Determination of Applicability by applicant Virginia Leigh for the property located 
at: 3 Burning Bush, Boxford:  Map 40, Block 1, Lot 24, to allow construction 
access within 100’ of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                      5/20

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or 
junk the following vehicles on or after June 10, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2011 Subaru Outback VIN 4S4BRBGC6B3348523
2003 Toyota Camry VIN 4T1BE32K83U144432
2007 Honda Civic VIN 2HGFG12877H521741
2009 Acura TSX VIN JH4CU266X9C030447
2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer VIN 1GNDT13S142375540
2010 Chevrolet Express VIN 1GCZGFBA6A1140304
2012 Volkswagen Jetta VIN 3VW2K8AJ3CM383143

Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 
appointment only.

Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                                  5/20, 5/27, 6/3

HELP WANTED
Advertising Sales Consultant

As a commissioned advertising sales consultant, you’ll enjoy 
meeting with community business leaders, returning phone calls, 
talking with advertising clients to help meet their short-term and 

long-term business needs, and most importantly,  
help deliver loyal customers to  our dedicated advertisers. 

If you’re a good person with clear communication skills and are 
seeking a serious opportunity, then contact us at The Town Common. 

Lonnie Brennan: editor@TheTownCommon.com
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FREE
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The Aulson Family - Georgetown, MA
Frank Bertolino - The North Shore Realty Group - eXp Realty 
Lonnie Brennan - Georgetown, MA

COMMUNITY NEWS HERO $500 or more

Rich Baker - West Newbury, MA
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Anonymous - Georgetown, MA
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of supporters of this paper
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Join the 2026-2027 Publisher's Club. Your name or business name 
published in 52+ editions from date of joining. See form on page 5.

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500
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Continued from page 1
MUSEUM FIND

ing auction house, had listed a cloth, 
printed on copperplate in Glasgow, 
Scotland between 1820 and 1825 by 
Richard and Colin Gillsepie. 

“The more we researched it. The 
more excited we became,” Russell said 
last week. 

It was brought to the museum’s 
attention by an anonymous benefac-
tor, who had discovered the Custom 
House and its collections during the 
museum’s Revolutionary War exhibit 
last year. He thought this textile would 
be a perfect addition for the museum, 
which is building a “critical mass” of 
Revolutionary War Americana pieces. 

The indigo blue Gillespie Declara-
tion is among the earliest and most 
visually elaborate textile representa-
tions of America’s founding document. 
Printed on cambric, a fine, dense linen 
material, the textile measures 31 inches 
by 27.5 inches. It is called a handker-
chief, but is more like a table runner, 
Russell said.

There are probably only three blue 
versions of the Declaration in exis-
tence, a few more in mulberry and 
brown for a total of no more than 12.

All known Gillespie patriotic tex-
tiles have a distinctive and richly sym-
bolic composition. At the center is the 
full text of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, accompanied by facsim-
ile signatures. Surrounding this is an 
oval oak-leaf wreath featuring medal-
lions representing the original thirteen 
states. 

Below the text of the Declaration 
are portraits of George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams 
beneath a prominently displayed 
American eagle. Decorative vignettes 
in the lower corners depict key Rev-
olutionary War moments, including 
the Boston Tea Party and the surren-
der of British Gen. John Burgoyne at 
Saratoga. 

In corners of the textile are the 
words, e pluribus unum, originally the 
words clutched in the eagle’s beak on 
the Great Seal of the U.S. In another 
corner is the word Fate, which refer-
ences Washington’s rallying speech to 
the Continental Army before the bat-
tle of Long Island in August of 1776. 

The full quotation was: “The fate 
of unborn millions will now depend, 
under God, on the courage and con-
duct of this army. Our cruel and unre-
lenting enemy leaves us only the choice 
of brave resistance, or the most abject 
submission. We have, therefore, to 
resolve to conquer or die.”

The museum is planning to do more 
research on the meaning of the images 
in coming months, Russell said.

Initially the patriotic textile was 
expected to sell at auction in the 
$4,000 to $6,000 range, he said. But 
that valuation proved to be very low as 
other bidders discovered how rare the 
piece is and boosted the price.

After a nail-biting session, the donor 
secured the textile for the Custom 
House for $55,000. With auction 
house commissions and fees, the final 
price was $69,300.

“We were successful,” Russell said 

with pride. He added, “This acquisi-
tion, coming as we celebrate the 250th 
anniversary of the signing of the Dec-
laration of Independence, is excep-
tional.” 

Bob Cronin, chair of the museum, 
agreed, "This textile represents a 
remarkable opportunity to deepen 
public understanding of how Ameri-
cans in the early republic engaged with 
their founding ideals.” 

The patriotic textile is now undergo-
ing conservation, a light cleaning and 
reframing, at the Museum Textile Ser-
vices of Andover. It will be ready for 
viewing at the museum’s annual meet-
ing.

Adding to the collection of Revolu-
tionary War Americana, the museum 
acquired last week a  rare map by 
Frenchman Joseph F. W. Des Barres of 
the Merrimack River, Plum Island and 
Ipswich Bay as they were in 1776.

“The Custom House Maritime 
Museum, in partnership with the 
Museum of Old Newbury, will unveil 
a major exhibition focusing on 1776, 
titled Ink, Iron & Independence. The 
icon textile will be accompanied by a 
portrait of George Washington, which 
is on loan from the Newburyport Pub-
lic Library and other artifacts honoring 
our first President such as two excep-
tional scrimshawed whale teeth with 
engravings of Washington and his 
home and tomb at Mount Vernon,” 
Russell said.

Adding to the collection of Revolu-
tionary War Americana, the museum 
acquired last week a  rare map by 
Frenchman Joseph F. W. Des Barres of 
the Merrimack River, Plum Island and 
Ipswich Bay as they were in 1776.

The museum is located at 25 Water 
St. in downtown Newburyport. For 
more information, visit customhouse-
maritimemuseum.org.  ♦

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer


