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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

REGIONAL – The Greater Haver-
hill Chamber of Commerce is cre-
ating the Georgetown and Grove-
land Business Alliance to help solve 
challenges faced by small businesses, 
retailers and professional service firms.

The Haverhill chamber has 
already established a similar group 
in Methuen, Working with David P. 
“D.J.” Beauregard Jr., the mayor. 

The new business-marketing group 

by Ilene Harnch-Grady
Health and Wellness/Encore Director/YWCA 

NEWBURYPORT – The YWCA 
is thrilled to announce the upcoming 
Engaging Communities Luncheon 
on Wednesday, May 6th. This year’s 
theme is “No Wrong Doors: A Con-
tinuum of Care” and features panelists 
Suzanne Dubus (CEO, Jeanne Geiger 
Crisis Center) Kerri Perry (President 
& CEO, Community Action, Inc.) 
and Megan Gray (COO & CNO, 
Anna Jaques Hospital). State Repre-
sentative Adrianne Ramos will be the 
event’s emcee.

Kate Slater, Ph.D., CEO of YWCA 
Greater Newburyport, states “For six-
teen years, the Engaging Communi-

will meet with the chamber CEO 
Katie Cook, state legislators and town 
administrators at 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. on 
May 14 at Nichols Village in Grove-
land. The event is free. It is hosted by 
G. Mello Disposal Corp. 

“We are looking for feedback from 
businesses,” said Cook,  the former 
chief operating officer for state audi-
tor Diana DeZoglio.  

The chamber believes investment 
and collaboration are a key to the 
region’s economic success. 

Cook is also looking for hosts for 
networking opportunities like morn-
ing coffees or after work get-togeth-
ers. If interested in hosting an event, 
call Cook at 978-479-2152. 

The initial reaction from local busi-
nesses has been positive, Cook said. 
Once the word spread on social 
media, a Groveland business joined, 
she said. 

Cook also plans to create a similar 
business networking group next fall in 

Boxford and Topsfield. 
Historically, these towns surround-

ing Haverhill in northern Massa-
chusetts and southern New Hamp-
shire were part of the Haverhill and 
today Cook believes they remain a 
cohesive urban market. That includes 
Amesbury, which has its own active 
chamber of commerce, but the smaller 
towns do not and create an opportu-
nity to build their businesses through 
the chamber, she said. ♦
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The Georgetown Municipal Light 
Department has earned the Ameri-
can Public Power Association’s Safety 
Award of Excellence for safe operating 
practices in 2025. The utility earned 
a Diamond Award in the category for 

utilities with 9,600 worker-hours of 
annual worker exposure. 

According to APPA, more than 
240 utilities were considered for 
the annual Safety Awards in 2025, 
with each entrant classified accord-

ing to the number of worker-hours 
and ranked based on the most inci-
dent-free records and overall state 
of their safety programs and culture 
during the year. The incidence rate, 

Commissioner John Smolinsky, Commission Chair Pete Dion, General Manager Mary Snow, and Commissioner Mike Anderson

The women’s group of the Greater Haverhill Chamber gather for a morning coffee networking opportunity. (Photos provided by the chamber)
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Georgetown Municipal Light Department 
Honored With National Award for Safety Practices

16th Annual 
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Communities 
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Georgetown and Groveland to Get Business Alliance

There will be
a vote on 
Monday
May 4

at Georgetown's 
Town Mtg.
to place an 
'Underride'

(tax reduction)
on 

the November 
Ballot

Mtg. Starts @ 7
@ the Middle/High School
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Dear Topsfield neighbors, 
My name is Greg Cerino, and I am 

running to represent you on Tops-
field's Select Board. I am a lifelong 
resident of Topsfield and raised my 
two children here. I previously served 
5 terms on the Planning Board and 
professionally I have spent the last 39 
years in construction management.  

Like many residents, I care deeply 
about the character of our town, 
the quality of life we enjoy, and the 
importance of thoughtful, respectful 
dialogue in local government.

TOPSFIELD
Greg Cerino

CANDIDATE MESSAGE



Page 2                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                       April 29 - May 5, 2026

www.TheTownCommon.com
978-255-3015

editor@TheTownCommon.com

Advertising
Reserve Your 
Space/Size by 

7 P.M. each Thursday
with Final Copy by 

Sat. Noon
advertise@thetowncommon.com

(978) 255-3015
Nate Allard - Sales Consultant 

978-270-5219
Julianne DeSantis - Account Mgr. 

978-626-7443
Brenda Ernst - Account Mgr. 

978-810-5078

The Town Common is not responsible for typographical 
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for 
prompt notifi cation of such errors. Advertisers should 
notify The Town Common of any errors in ads on the fi rst 
day of issuance. No credits &/or refunds are off ered or 
implied. All material and content cannot be duplicated 
without written consent of the publisher. The right is 
reserved to reject, omit, or edit any copy off ered for 
publication.
Copyright 2004-2026 The Town Commo n©  Broadside Communications - 
All Rights Reserved

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present

Send your organization or 
group notices, birth or engage-
ment announcements, photos, arti-
cles, and Letters to the Editor (limit 
250 words, and include a telephone 
number for verification) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
Or postal service:

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833

Publisher/Editor
Lonnie Brennan

Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

How to Submit Content to the Editor:

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

22 Wed 3:43 9.6 4:26 8.0 10:14 -0.6 10:27 0.6 5:49 7:33

23 Thu 4:43 9.2 5:27 7.8 11:15 -0.3 11:31 0.8 5:48 7:34

24 Fri 5:47 8.8 6:31 7.7 12:17 0.0 5:46 7:35

25 Sat 6:52 8.5 7:35 7.8 12:37 0.9 1:20 0.2 5:45 7:36

26 Sun 7:57 8.3 8:35 8.1 1:45 0.8 2:21 0.3 5:43 7:38

27 Mon 8:59 8.2 9:30 8.3 2:49 0.7 3:17 0.3 5:42 7:39

28 Tue 9:54 8.1 10:19 8.5 3:46 0.4 4:07 0.4 5:41 7:40

29 Wed 10:44 8.0 11:02 8.6 4:37 0.3 4:52 0.5 5:39 7:41
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REACH BEYOND
YOUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD.

Going to an event in your community? 
Share your photos with The Town 

Common. We love to print your photos!

The Rowley Democratic Town 
Committee is holding its April 

meeting on Wednesday, April 29 
at 6:30pm (note time change) at 

the Rowley Public Library. 
The Rowley DTC provides a 
forum to meet like-minded 

people, learn about local issues 
and candidates, and be active 

participants in the political 
process. For any questions about 
our meetings or to be added to 
our monthly newsletter, please 
check out our website at www.

rowleydemocrats.org.

Newburyport Bank 
Announces Appointment of 
Three New Board Members

NEWBURYPORT – Newburyport 
Bank has announced the appoint-
ment of three accomplished leaders to 
its Board of Directors: Wayne Capo-
lupo, Marianne Hatheway, and Frank 
G. Cousins, Jr. Each brings deep expe-
rience in governance, financial services, 
infrastructure, and community leader-
ship that will support the Bank’s contin-
ued growth and mission.

“With Wayne, Marianne, and Frank 
to the Board, we are adding three 
thoughtful leaders who understand 
both strategy and community,” said the 
Chair of the Board Lloyd L. Hamm, Jr. 
“Their collective expertise will further 
strengthen our ability to steward the 
Bank and deliver sustainable value over 
the long term.”

Together, Capolupo, Hatheway, and 
Cousins bring complementary skills 
and experience spanning infrastruc-
ture development, federal banking reg-
ulation, enterprise risk management, 
and public-sector leadership. This will 
enhance the Board’s ability to pro-
vide strong governance, guide strategic 
growth, and support the Bank’s com-
mitment to safe, sound, and communi-
ty-focused banking.

“Their insight will help us build on 
our strategic priorities while reinforc-
ing the relationship-driven, commu-
nity-focused approach at the center 
of Newburyport Bank,” added Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer Jim 
McCarthy. “We look forward to their 
contributions as we continue to grow 
alongside our customers and commu-
nities.”

The appointment also aligns with 
the strategic priorities of River Run, 
the joint mutual holding company for 
Pentucket Bank and affiliated banks 
Newburyport Bank, and Rollstone 
Bank & Trust, and further strengthens 
support across all River Run entities.

Wayne Capolupo
Wayne Capolupo is Chairman and 

CEO of SPS New England, Inc., a 

family-owned construction company 
based in Salisbury, Massachusetts. Since 
co-founding the company in 1984, he 
has overseen its growth and led major 
infrastructure projects across the region, 
including bridges, highways, transit, 
rail, and marine construction. Earlier 
in his career, he worked with Capolupo 
& Gundal, Inc., a specialty contractor 
serving nuclear power generating sta-
tions. Capolupo holds both a B.S. in 
Nuclear 

Engineering and an M.S. in Energy 
Engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell. He is active in 
numerous civic and professional orga-
nizations.

Marianne Hatheway
Marianne Hatheway brings more 

than three decades of experience in 
banking regulation and risk manage-
ment. She currently serves as Senior 
Director at Chain 

Bridge Partners, advising financial 
institutions on regulatory strategy and 
enterprise risk.

Previously, Hatheway spent 32 years 
with the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (FDIC), including serving as 
Deputy Regional Director for the New 
York Region, where she oversaw super-
vision of more than 500 institutions 
representing approximately $1.6 trillion 
in assets. She holds an MBA from Bab-
son College and a B.S. in Finance from 
Boston College.

Frank G. Cousins, Jr.
Frank Cousins previously served as 

Essex County Sheriff, overseeing a com-
plex organization with a budget exceed-
ing $70 million and multiple facilities 
serving communities across the region. 
He has also held numerous board roles, 
including more than two decades on a 
commercial bank’s Board of Directors 
where he served as Chairman of the 
Governance Committee and a member 
of the Audit Committee. 

His experience spans governance, 
audit oversight, and strategic planning 
across financial and community insti-
tutions. A longtime Newburyport res-
ident, Cousins has also served as Pres-
ident of the Greater Newburyport 
Chamber of Commerce.   ♦

West Newbury Briefs

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

WEST NEWBURY – A five-mem-
ber Town Governance Committee 
has been formed to recruit and select 
the next Newbury town manager as 
long-time manager Angus Jennings 
leaves to become the business man-
ager for the Whittier Vocational Tech-
nical High School. 

Jennings was also one of three  can-
didates competing for the Ipswich 
Town Manager position, but with-
drew to take the Whittier position. 

The committee, appointed by the 
Select Board, is made up of Wendy 
Reed, Select Board Representative; 

Ann Bardeen, planning board chair; 
Jennifer Walsh, resident employee; 
Gary Roberts, member of the prior 
Town Manger search committee and 
Tom Ellis, at-large member. 

The Town Governance Committee 
will also oversee the completion by a 
consultant of an organizational assess-
ment of town government.  The con-
sultant will present the Final Orga-
nizational Assessment Report to the 
Select Board and Town Manager.

The committee began work in mid-
April. It will submit at least three 
pre-qualified candidates for the town 
manager position.  ♦

West Newbury Search Underway
for New Town Manager

Georgetown 
voters  are 
being asked 
to consider 
something the 
town has never 
done before: 
an underride. 
Statewide, 
only 24 under-
rides have been 
attempted - 
and every one 
of them has 

passsed.
Several months ago, I became aware 

of bill coming before the legislature 
(S.2902) that would allow towns to 

establish 
tax relief 
programs 
for seniors! 
With 
regret, the 

bill lingers 
with no clear timeline for consider-
ation and possible passage.

Why an Underride for the 
Town of Georgetown?

Kay's View
by Kay Lee Ogden

"Vote Monday
May 4 at Town 

Meeting"

REPRINTED DUE 
TO AN EDITING 

ERROR

Continued on page 8
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Wolfeboro and Princecraft Boats

Mercury Outboards

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Helping inventors obtain 
patents for 25 years. Call

Rich Baker
978-257-4101

www.newenglanip.com

New England
Intellectual Property

Sorellanza Announces Spring 
Concert Series: "I Will"

Newburyport Earns 
2025 Tree City USA 

Recognition 
From Arbor Day 

Foundation

ROCKPORT – Sorellanza is thrilled 
to announce its upcoming spring con-
cert series, titled “I Will.” This vibrant 
collection celebrates resilience, con-
nection, and the power of commu-
nity. From bold calls for empowerment 
to moments of deep peace and reflec-
tion, these songs invite audiences into a 
shared journey of courage, compassion, 
and hope.

Remaining Concert Details:
Crowell Chapel, 4 Rosedale Ave, 

Manchester, MA (FREE ADMISSION 
courtesy of The Friends of Manchester 
Public Library) Date & Time: Friday, 
May 1st at 7 pm

St. John's Episcopal Church, 48 Mid-
dle St, Gloucester, MA Date & Time: 
Sunday, May 3rd at 4 pm

Ticket Information
General Admission: $15 at the door 

Seniors and Students: $10 Family Max-
imum: $30

About Sorellanza
Sorellanza is a dynamic women’s vocal 

ensemble directed by Patti Pike, dedi-
cated to celebrating the power of music 
and its ability to bring communities 
together. Through its diverse repertoire, 
Sorellanza aims to reflect the shared 
experiences of humanity and the trans-
formative power of music.

For more information, please 
visit our Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=100022752943689 or contact 
Maggie Cahill at 546maggie@gmail.
com / 617 429 2280.

Jean Berger of the the Newburyport 
Tree Commission shared the follow-
ing:

The Arbor Day Foundation has 
named Newburyport, Mass., a 2025 
Tree City USA in honor of its com-
mitment to plant, grow, and maintain 
trees to benefit its community. 

To earn Tree City USA recognition, 
a city must uphold four core stan-
dards including maintaining a tree 
board or department, having a com-
munity tree ordinance, spending at 
least $2 per capita on urban forestry, 
and participating in an Arbor Day cel-
ebration. 

“We are proud that Newburyport 
continues to be recognized as a Tree 
City USA,” said Bob Uhlig, Chair-
man of the Newburyport Tree 
Commission.  “We liaise with the 
Tree Warden to add to our urban for-
est with a spring and fall tree planting.  
Thanks to Friends of Newburyport 
Trees, combined with the City’s bud-
get, we have been able to plant trees 
every year and water new trees for 
three years as our area continues to be 
in moderate drought conditions.”

“For five decades, Tree City USA 
has rallied passionate local leaders to 
enhance the livability and sustain-
ability of their communities. Trees 
are critical infrastructure, building 
resiliency and fostering good health 
in our nation’s cities. We’re proud 
Newburyport is among the Arbor 
Day Foundation’s growing network 
of communities dedicated to creat-
ing positive impact through trees,” 
said Michelle Saulnier, Vice President 
of Programs at the Arbor Day Foun-
dation.

 In cities and neighborhoods, trees 
are proven to help mitigate the urban 
heat island effect, reduce stormwater 
runoff, improve air quality, and boost 
mental and physical health. When 
the right trees are planted in the right 
places, they can also reduce traffic 
noise, increase property values, and 
lower energy costs for homeowners.  

The Arbor Day Foundation’s Tree 
City USA program is operated in 
partnership with the National Associ-
ation of State Foresters and the USDA 
Forest Service.  To learn more about 
Tree City USA and other Arbor Day 
Foundation programs, visit arborday.
org/programs. 

The Arbor Day Foundation is a 
global nonprofit with a mission to 
inspire people to plant, nurture and 
celebrate trees. The Foundation’s 
Tree City USA program is now cel-
ebrating its 50th recognition season. 
The anniversary underscores the pro-
gram’s rich history of growing health-
ier, greener, and more resilient com-
munities through urban forestry. 

The Arbor Day Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) nonprofit pursuing a future 
where all life flourishes through the 
power of trees. Learn more at arbor-
day.org.   ♦

THE BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB OF 
THE LOWER MERRIMACK VALLEY
Join us under the big top for an evening of celebration 

and generosity as we honor our exceptional donors and 
give back to our members. Your ticket includes:

• Entry to our exciting silent and live auctions
• Delicious food and desserts throughout the evening 

• Access to our cash bar

Individual tickets are $75 each, a table of eight can be 
purchased for $600.

https://tinyurl.com/auctionmay2

Don’t miss out on this special night.

Event Details:
Saturday May 2, 2026

6:00 - 9:30 PM
18 Maple St

Salisbury, MA 01952
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We came to honor Paul Thomp-
son, but really, it was more to thank 
him for his time amongst us. As his 
daughter Kelly Stronach included in 
her remarks, Paul and his bride Buffy 
who proceeded him were interwoven 
in so many of Georgetown's groups, 
and as a former long-serving select-
man, preached that's it's OK to dis-
agree, just don't be disagreeable. 

Perhaps that, and his smile and soft 
words from a towering giant, helped to 
bring calm and comfort to so many.

In addition to Kelly, his other surving 

Legion Honor Guard rose to attention, 
and were joined by fellow morners, 
holding hand to heart.

A glance around the pews showed 
an outpouring of new and old, includ-
ing well-known figures in our commu-
nity: former selectman and Knights of 
Columbus Grand Knight Alan Aulson 
with his wife Maureen, former Grand 
Knight Tom Parisi, Rhonda Conte, 
former fire chief Mike Anderson (cur-
rent director of operations for the 
Georgetown schools), ZBA member 
Tom Mulligan, Mark Anderson, for-

mer long-serving park and recs. chair 
Jim Dimento, highway surveyor Peter 
Durkee, Sam Demeo, Rob Fogle, for-
mer music director Tom and his wife 
Jan Hand, selectman Robert Hoover, 
KofC officer Johnny Takis and his wife 
Maureen, selectman Doug Dawes, 
former light manager Wayne Snow, 
Bob and Angie Brown, Paul Ron-
due, Reverend Bill Boylan, Larry and 
Kay Ogden, former fire chief Herb 
McDonald ... and hundreds more.  

The gathering recessed to America 
the Beautiful.  ♦

by Lonnie Brennan
GEORGETOWN − Twenty-three 

members of the Thompson family, 
not counting a nephew who led the 
processsion, somberly filed out of St. 
Mary's Catholic Church last Saturday. 
We had all been doing OK during the 
funeral mass, that is, until the trumpe-
teer played Danny Boy. Tissues were 
tugged out of pockets, as many felt the 
love, the friendship, the gut-wrench 
of a man as strong as Paul Bunyon, 
as determined as John Wayne, and as 
patriotic as the flag itself.

daughter, Sgt. Maj. Suzanne Ramos, 
accepted the American Flag from the 
Mass celebrants. Suzanne also pro-
vided the readings of Lamentations 3: 
17-26 and Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39.  
His sons Sean and Brian, as wells as 
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren, and extended family are included 
in those feeling the loss.

"My favorite uncle," Deacon Steve 
related after providing the Gospel and 
Homily.

As the trumpeteer returned to his 
post and played Taps, The American 

Paul B. Thompson

Members of the Georgetown Rene J. Gagnon American Legion Honor Guard prepares to receive mourners at St. Mary's.

Funeral Mass celebrants included Deacon Rev. Stephen Thompson Kohut, Rev. Harry Winter, Rev. Elvis Mwamba

Continued from page 1
GREG CERINO

At the same time, I believe this elec-
tion is also about addressing some 
very real challenges facing Topsfield 
today.

Over the past several years, residents 

have experienced rising taxes, fre-
quent override requests, and signif-
icant turnover in town leadership. 
These are not abstract issues; they 
affect families, seniors, and the long-
term sustainability of our community.

The question before us is not just 
how we discuss issues, but how we 

with our town’s character. Growth 
should strengthen our commu-
nity, broaden our tax base where 
appropriate, and be carefully bal-
anced with the preservation of the 
rural qualities that make Topsfield 
unique.

 My background in construc-
tion management has taught me the 
importance of long-term planning, 
accountability, and making tough 
decisions when necessary. I believe 
those skills are especially import-
ant at this moment. I appreciate the 
opportunity to be part of this import-
ant conversation about the future of 
Topsfield, and I respect anyone who is 
willing to step forward and serve our 
community.

approach decision-making. I believe 
the Select Board must provide strong, 
independent oversight—asking ques-
tions, carefully reviewing spending, 
and ensuring that we are planning 
responsibly for the future. Unlike my 
opponents, I don't believe we have 
to accept burdensome tax increases 
as an inevitable part of our future.

 I also believe economic growth 
has a role to play in Topsfield—but 
it must be thoughtful and aligned 

I am not running as part of a slate. 
I am running to bring an indepen-
dent voice and a practical, com-
mon-sense approach to the Select 
Board. I hope you will give me the 
opportunity to be this voice.

I would be honored to earn your 
support. Turnout in local elections 
is often low, but the decisions made 
have real lasting impacts on our daily 
lives. Please make your voices heard 
on May 7th at St. Rose of Lima 
Church.

 Sincerely,
Greg Cerino
9 Canterbury Hill Rd.
cerinoattopsfield@gmail.com
gcerino.com

Spring Wellness Fair At The Farm
 Recharge your mind and body with over 15 holistic practitioners offering 

mini sessions, plus yoga and meditation demos, a relaxing tea station, and 
time with baby goats. Enjoy photo moments and a peaceful farm setting—
perfect for a spring reset or Mother’s Day outing. Sat, May 2 | 3–6 PM 201 
Pond St, Georgetown. Advances and at the gate Tickets:

goatstogo.farm/events/wellness-fair/

IRRIGATION & 
SPRINKLER SERVICES

Upgrade outdated systems to
modern app- and 

phone-operated controls.
• New installations

• Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups

• Seasonal maintenance
Residential & commercial.

Free on-site estimates.
Call/Text: 978-566-1513

HELP 
WANTED

Advertising 
Sales 

Commissioned Ad Sales
Greater Newburyport Area

A fun job where your
efforts determine your earnings.

Lonnie Brennan: editor@
TheTownCommon.com
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December 21) Relationships are sup-
posed to be about give-and-take, but 
you might find that you've been doing 
all the giving while getting little in 
return.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Some-
times indecision 
can be a positive 
factor in helping 
to resolve doubts 
about a poten-
tial commitment. 
Don't be rushed 
into acting before 
you feel ready to 
do so.

AQUARIUS 
(January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Take off 
your rose-colored 
glasses and see this 
new situation for 
what it is -- and 
for what it isn't.  
Remember, you 
haven't been told 
the whole truth yet.

PISCES (Febru-
ary 19 to March 
20) Watch that you 
don't drain your 
energy reserves as 
you dive into a new 
and increasingly 
demanding project. 
Take time out for 

rest and relaxation.
BORN THIS WEEK: You live your 

life on a finely tuned balance between 
the passions of an ARIES and the per-
ception of a TAURUS. You most likely 
excel in the arts.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Aspects indicate a potential for confu-
sion or misunderstandings. Keep the 
lines of communication open between 
you and your mate or significant other.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Romantic aspects are strong but con-
fusing. Be alert! Use your good Bovine 
sense to avoid charging into something 
that isn't quite what it seems to be.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Work-
ing out problems with family members 
or others who are close to you should be 
your priority. Meanwhile, travel aspects 
are strong, especially in job-related sit-
uations.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The 
CANCERian Crab likes to take charge 
of things. But be careful that you don't 
pinch off more than you can hold, or 
you might find it all slipping out of 
your grasp.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) A new 
opportunity beckons for LEOs and 
LEOnas who are ready to take on some 
tough challenges. Additionally, family 
matters continue to improve but still 
need close attention.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) What seems to be a disappointment 
could be a blessing in disguise. Use your 
good Virgan mind to analyze the situ-
ation and learn some valuable lessons.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) There are some conflicting con-
siderations that will need careful sort-
ing out. Remember, you do best when 
you're able to balance sense and senti-
ment.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Aspects show conflicting signs 
around friendships. Be careful about 
taking advice from someone who might 
have an agenda that isn't in your best 
interests.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 

CALL FRANK BERTOLINO  978.255.4735
THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING REAL ESTATE?

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“ I T ’ S  N O T  A B O U T  U S   -   I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  Y O U ”

This Ad Printed Courtesy of The Town Common Publisher's Club.

Continued from page 1
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GEORGETOWN LIGHT

YWCA 
NEWBURYPORT

based on the number of work-related 
reportable injuries or illnesses and 
the number of worker-hours during 
2025, is defined by the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA).

“The Georgetown Municipal Light 
Department is proud of the safety cul-
ture within our department,” Gen-
eral Manager Mary Snow said. “This 
award is a testament to the hard work 
of our team to build this culture and 
ensure that we have a safe work envi-
ronment.”

“In Public Power, safety excellence 

isn’t achieved by chance. It’s earned 
through unwavering discipline, 
strong leadership, and a culture where 
every team member looks out for one 
another,” Jon Beasley, Chair of APPA’s 
Safety Committee and Vice-President 
of Electric Cities of GA said. “These 
Safety Award recipients stand as proof 
that commitment and consistency 
save lives, strengthen communities, 
and set the benchmark for our entire 
industry,”

APPA has conducted the Safety 
Awards annually for more than 68 
years. APPA is the voice of not-for-
profit, community-owned utilities 
that power 2,000 towns and cities 
nationwide. ♦

ties Luncheon has provided meaning-
ful space for connection and collective 
action. This year’s theme, No Wrong 
Doors: A Continuum of Care, speaks 
directly to the power of partnership in 
supporting individuals and families 
across every stage of need. By bringing 
together a powerhouse panel of strong 
women leaders from healthcare, cri-
sis response, community service, and 

government, we hope to highlight 
what is possible when systems work 
together to ensure that everyone has 
access to compassionate, coordinated 
care.”

A hot lunch and cash bar will be 
available for guests. Tickets may be 
purchased online at: www.ywcanew-
buryport.org

YWCA Greater Newburyport is 
dedicated to eliminating racism, 
empowering women and promoting 
peace, justice, dignity and freedom 
for all.   ♦

NEWBURYPORT  – The 
Newburyport Public Library will 
be hosting their first Pet Supply and 
Sweet Paws Rescue meet and greet 
event on Wednesday April 29th at 
5:30 p.m.

If you’ve got a furry friend, you 
know they have their favorite toys and 
can be picky about what you bring 
home to them. This is your chance to 
swap those items for something they’d 

like! Suggestions include: new or 
lightly used toys, beds, snacks, cloth-
ing, scratching posts, leashes, collars, 
and carrying cases. 

Additionally, Sweet Paws Rescue 
will be featured at this event to share 
all the wonderful services they provide 
to our community. 

Stop by and peek at the new furry 
friends available for adoption!  The 
library is located at 94 State Street. ♦

Newburyport Library's 1st Pet 
Supply Swap and Sweet Paws 

Rescue Meet and Greet

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 
PUBLISHER'S CLUB

Receive a custom certificate and 
recognition of support in the paper.

Support your community's news and be proudly 
recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation 

worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement 
(your name, your business name...) printed within the 
newspaper for 12+ months. Donations on someone's 

behalf can be a wonderful gift.

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Ter.

Georgetown, MA 01833.  
Or call us at

978-255-3015

$1,000 Publisher's Club $100 Benefactor
$500 Community News Hero $50 Sponsor
$250 Media Patriot $25 Newsie

CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

List my donation as:

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

Come Home to Community News
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

HELP WANTED

Two positions - counter assistance & 
delivery assistance (Newburyport)
First position - seeking someone for 
Mondays and Fridays (opportunity for 
more hours).This position would include 
answering phones, making reservations, 
waiting on customers,
and other various tasks. Second position 
is also Mondays and Friday, some 
Thursdays - hours vary. Helping deliver 
party items, as well as, setting up tents.
Must be able to lift 50+ lbs - perfect 
for college student or someone needing 
to fill in around other part time 
work. Please email your inquiries to: 
ktr1998@hotmail.com

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

PUZZLE ANSWERS

SERVICES

IRRIGATION & SPRINKLER 
SERVICES

Upgrade outdated systems to modern 
app- and phone-operated controls. 

• New installations • Repairs & upgrades
• System start-ups • Seasonal  Maintenance 

Residential & commercial Free on-site 
estimates. Call/Text: 978-566-1513

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE

Ferris FW-15 Walk behind Lawn Mower, 
32 Inch Duel Blades, Fully Commercial 

with Honda G390, 10.2 HP Engine. 
Purchased from Mastranzi Brothers. 

NEW-NEVER USED. $3,100. 
Mark, 774-701-2251.

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words, 30 days, $30!

(4 weeks for $30)
advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE HELP WANTED
SEEKING... MEETINGS

ANTIQUES
LINE DANCING

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS "There's nothing wrong with you 

that reincarnation won't cure."
                   - Jack E. Leonard to 
                     Ed Sullivan

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Coady’s Towing Service 139 Marston Street, Lawrence, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk 
the following vehicles on or after May 21, 2026 starting at 10:00 am by private or 
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

2008 Acura TSX JH4CL96808C012339
2011 Audi S5 WAUCVAFR1BA052547
2019 Chevy Equinox 3GNAXHEV8KS681739
1990 Chevy GMT-400 1GCDK14K5LE249348
2007 Dodge Ram 1D7HU18257S164366
1996 Honda Accord 1HGCD5638TA133721
2011 Honda Pilot 5FNYF4H57BB015270
2007 Honda Fit JHMGD386X7S017642
2003 Honda Accord JHMCM56303C034148
2002 Honda CRV JHLRD78872C075555
2004 Honda Civic 2HGES16524H580153
2008 Honda Accord 1HGCP26708A085860
2012 Hyundai Sonata 5NPEC4AB4CH445174
2006 Jeep G. Cherokee 1J4HR58N76C114312
2011 Mazda 6 1YVHZ8BH8B5M07090
2014 Mercedes C300 WDDGF8AB7EA939813
2016 Mitsubishi Outlander JA4AD3A32GZ017031
2011 Nissan Maxima 1N4AA5AP4BC842230
2015 Toyota Avalon 4T1BK1EB9FU138829
Vehicles are being stored at Coady’s Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Signed
Coady’s Towing Service                                                           4/29, (5/6), (5/13)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North 
Andover, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following vehicles on or after May 21, 2026 beginning at 10:00 am by 
public or private sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and notices 
of sale.  Vehicles are being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1. 2017 Land Rover Discovery VIN SALCR2BG1HH662040
2. 2016 Audi A4 VIN WAUBFAFL5GN001928
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc.                                                               4/29, (5/6), (5/13)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday May 7, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for 
the Notice of Intent by Applicant Thomas Price for the property located at 60 
Washington Street, Assessor’s Map 6-2-2A & 2B  to construct a 12' wide gravel 
driveway and associated grading activities within the 100-Foot Buffer Zone to 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW).

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                      4/29

Name City/State Live Funeral Home
Matthew T. Desmond Danvers, MA CR Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors, 

Danvers, 978-777-7900Joyce A. Muscatello Danvers, MA 

Russell F. Aldrich, Jr. Manchester, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly, 
978-922-1113

Arlene Cioto North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home, North Andover, 
978-681-5000

Diane Marie Capozzi Peabody, MA 
Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home, 
Peabody, 978-531-0472

Frances A. Burns Peabody, MA 
Kenneth P. Cassola Peabody, MA 
Washington W. White Peabody, MA 
Irving S. Riley, Jr. Newton, NH Farmer Funeral Homes, Haverhill,

978-372-9311David Minigell Andover, MA 
Priscilla Alice (Morin) Hennessey Lawrence, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home,

North Andover, 978-682-8381James R. Hennessey Lawrence, MA 
Patricia M. (Smith) Royea Haverhill, MA 

Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home,
Haverhill,978-521-4845Robyn (Barbone) Curry Haverhill, MA 

Dawn M. Gauvin Haverhill, mA 

Richard P. “Rich” Gallagher, Jr. Reading, MA Mackey Funeral Home, Middleton, 
978-774-0033

Peter McLaughlin Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich, 
978-356-2422

Margaret J. Feinberg Swampscott, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home, Salem, 
978-744-2350

Paul C. Watson Newburyport, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral 
Homes Amesbury, 978-388-0288

Lydia P. Stanley Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home, 
Hampton, NH, 603-926-6500 

DEATH NOTICES The loss of loved ones in our communities, 
compiled exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger.

"Instead of getting married again, I'm going to find a woman I don't like and give her a 
house."          - Lewis Grizzard
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eric.katsikas@edgehomefinance.com
https://ericknowsloans.com/

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

BEVERLY
Manchester-by-the-Sea

Boxford

Essex

GLOUCESTER
Hamilton

Ipswich

Newburyport

Salisbury

Wenham

West
Newbury

Georgetown

Rowley

Topsfi
eld

Newbury

Groveland

Amesbury

Rockport

FREE

The Town Common
2026 - 2027 Publisher's Club

of supporters of this paper

PUBLISHER'S CLUB $1,000 or more

The Aulson Family - Georgetown, MA
Frank Bertolino - The North Shore Realty Group - eXp Realty 
Lonnie Brennan - Georgetown, MA

COMMUNITY NEWS HERO $500 or more

Rich Baker - West Newbury, MA

MEDIA PATRIOT $250 or more

Your Name Here

BENEFACTOR $100 or more

Anonymous - Georgetown, MA
Beth Gandelman - Realtor, J. Barrett

SPONSOR $50 or more

James Gage - Amesbury, MA
NEWSIE $25 or more

Brian Leahy - Georgetown, MA

Join the 2026-2027 Publisher's Club. Your name or business name 
published in 52+ editions from date of joining. See form on page 8.

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

WANTED TO BUY
A ranch-style home 

in Newbury or Rowley 
in any condition. 

Will pay fair market price 
"as is" without the need for any repairs nor 

improvements. Not an agent, not a gimmick. 
Call/Text: 978-432-9669 

Rather than waiting for some 
unknown, I was thinking of a way 
that we could help our seniors, and the 
less fortunate in our town. I did some 
research and learned about the “under-
ride.” Since I've been to many houses, 
and have witnessed first-hand, elders 
and families making choices between 
their food, utilities, medicine, and new 
taxes, I knew I had to help somehow! 

In January, I submitted a citizens' 
petition proposing a $1.5 million 
underride. This follows last year's $6 
million override. This proposal rep-
resents a partial correction - reducing 
the tax burden while maintain core ser-
vices.

We are not going to lose accredita-
tions of police, or schools. The council 
on aging, and other departments, will 
not close due to this reduction! This is 
the scare tactic they used on us last year 
to pull the wool over our eyes, like the 
sky is falling! Please do not believe the 
untruths that people are talking about, 
or on Facebook! They are all lying and 
will try to do anything they can to stop 
us from getting this passed! You watch 
what they try! Look up facts yourself, 
you'll find that these facts are correct!

It is not up to me to rewrite the bud-
gets to try and save money for our 
town! In the past, every year, we put 
money away for a rainy day! Not now. 
They want to spend it all and ask for 
more!!!! The people that are responsi-
ble for the budgets are the department 
heads of each department. At home, we 
have to live within our budgets.

They can ask for up to 2.5% increase, 
anything above that, is an override 
if they ask for it! Please bear in mind 
that we also need to take into consid-
eration insurance, energy sources, snow 
removal, contracts, vendors, and keep-
ing our equipment in tune and up and 
running!

In years past, we would put money 
away and save. Jim Davis, one of our 
previous financial directors, by moving 
money around from bank to bank, and 
other skills he had, made us a million 
dollars! I don't think that we ever grew 
beyond that, and I don't think we even 
have that now! 

The average homeowner in Mass. 

pays approximately $7,732 - $8,000 in 
taxes per year. Our rate is now $13.76 
per thousand in Georgetown!

Our schools account for 70% of our 
budget, serving  approximately 1,123 
students. At the same time, about  
239 school-aged children residing in 
Georgetown are not enrolled in the dis-
trict. 

 Our school system is comprised of 
a ratio of roughly one student per 4.4 
employee. We have approximately 270 
employees, and, we have a very heavy 
administration!

So, I asked the finance committee 
chair: "why do we have so many prin-
cipals, and assistant principals?" I was 
told, "K through 6 grades, have prob-
lems!" "What kind, disciplinary?" The 
answer was "yes." "You mean we are 
paying thousands of dollars for babysit-
ters?"... No answer!

In the town of Georgetown, we 
care about all our students, they are 
our future! I believe our new superin-
tendent took on a job that had many 
problems, and I believe in her, that 
she is working extremely hard to work 

through a lot of problems that were left 
to her! My heart goes out to her; she has 
an extremely tough job!

It's time to reflect, stay informed, and 
participate.

Please register to vote before April 
23rd, 2026 at the town clerk's office! 
Make sure you get your absentee bal-
lot also!

Make sure that you attend the town 
meeting, Monday, May 4th, at 7:00, 
at the high school. 

Please go early to get a seat, and do 
not leave until the end, as someone 
could make a motion for reconsider-
ation of the underride article! And we 
could lose! 

If this article passes, it will 
have to be voted on again by 
the selectman, to go on to the 
November ballot! 

Please tell all your friends and neigh-
bors, as I cannot do this alone!!!

Responsible budgetting and active 
participation will determine whether 
Georgetown remains affordable for 
ALL the people who call it home.

Thank you, Kay Lee.

Continued from page 2
UNDERRIDE


