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Celebrating St. Patrick's Day

Sid Tracy of "Music by Uncle Sid" from Marblehead
entertains diners at Georgetown's ew Life Community
Church's St. Patrick's Diner (Photo: Lonnie Brennan)

Pastor Lierte Soares Jinior brings life to Georgetown s
New Life Community Church's St. Patrick’s Diner, giving
the international love sign. (Photo: Lonnie Brennan)

Mike Donahue (L) and Jim Bussing Sr. (R) celebrating St. Patrick’s Diner
at New Life Community Church (Photo: Lonnie Brennan)

The Newbury Fire Department battled a house fire early

Friday morning. (Photo Courtesy Newbury Fire Department)

Newbury Fire Department
Battled Serious House Fire

NEWBURY - The Newbury Fire Department and
mutual aid partners battled an intense house fire that
started early Friday morning, with the home and mul-
tiple vehicles being deemed total losses.

On Friday, March 13 at 12:58 a.m., the Newbury
Fire Department was dispatched to 49 Fruit St. for
reports of a house fire. The responding crews arrived to
find the home completely engulfed in flames, prompt-
ing them to immediately strike a second alarm to bring
additional personnel to the scene.

Four residents were home at the time, and all four
had been able to leave the home quickly before fire-
fighters arrived. No injuries were reported to residents
or first responders. Newbury Fire and mutual aid part-
ners worked throughout the morning to extinguish the
large fire, which had spread to several vehicles and gas
grills on the property.

The home has been deemed a total loss. The occu-
pants were provided assistance and have obtained tem-

Continued on page 4

Jim Bussing Sr. Donates $1 Million
to Georgetown's Park and
Recreation Facilities

GEORGETOWN - The Town of
Georgetown has announced a trans-
formative $1 million donation from
longtime community member Jim
Bussing Sr. to support improve-
ments to the town’s parks and recre-
ation facilities, including the develop-
ment of a dedicated pickleball facility
that will be owned and operated by
the town for the benefit of the com-
munity.

Pickleball continues to grow in pop-
ularity across Massachusetts and the
nation, offering a sport that is easy to
learn, accessible to all ages, and well
suited for both casual and competitive
play. The proposed facility is expected

to support open play, instructional
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programs, youth development, senior
programming, and community tour-
naments.

The gift will help fund the plan-
ning, design, and construction of a

Continued on page 4
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Newbury: Kathleen Wichroski
Class of 2027
President’s List

Newbury: Margaret Wichroski

Class of 2027
Principal's List

Newburyport: Christopher
Connors - Class of 2027
President's List

Newburyport: Julia Davis
Class of 2026
President’s List

Class of 2029
President's List

Newburyport: Sophia Davis

West Newbury: Olivia
Schneider, Class of 2027
Principal's List

Newbury, West Newbury, and Newburyport Students Excel in Bishop Fenwick's Honor Roll

Bishop Fenwick High School
has announced its second quarter
honor roll, recognizing students who
demonstrated outstanding academic
achievement.

The honor roll is determined by cal-
culating the unweighted grade point

average across all major courses, with
students earning distinction at three
levels: President's List (3.90 GPA or
higher with no grade below A-), Prin-

cipal's List (3.50 GPA or higher), and bury, and Newburyport were repre- a grade below B-, or an incomplete are
p g ¥ yp p g p

Dean's List (3.00 GPA or higher).
Among those earning top honors,
students from Newbury, West New-

sented, showcasing the dedication and
academic excellence of local scholars.
Students receiving any failing grade,

ineligible for honor roll recognition,
making these achievements particu-
larly noteworthy. ¢
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Making Plum Island Accessible in Storms

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

PLUM ISLAND - The Plum
Island Turnpike, which connects the
barrier island with the main land, will
have to be raised three feet in most
places to keep it from being inundated
with water from the rising Merrimack
River and the Atlantic Ocean.

But improvements to the roadway
probably won't happen for decades
when the predictions are that by 2050
high tides on the river could be almost
seven and a half feet, which will put

the roadway under water.

There are
already signs
along the

turnpike that
advise trav-
elers and
pedestrians to
turn around
during flood-
ing so they
won't drown.
The U.S.
Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS) delivered its lat-
est update on planning for the turn-

The sign on the PI Turnpike.
(Photo by Stewart Lytle)
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pike to a
full house of
Plum Island
area residents
last week. It
was the first
presentation
on the turn-
pike’s future
since last
May because
the research
and planning
by the federal government stopped
during the previous government shut-
down.

The FWS’s Eric Doremus
explained that the roadway
today is not only subject to
being under water during King
Tides, but needs to be made
safter than it is now to accom-
modate pedestrians, bicyclists
and cars. He offered several sce-

The bridge is owned by the Depart-
ment of Transportation and can-
not be changed. For that reason, it is
expected to allow bicyclists to enter
the west-bound lanes on leaving the
bridge.

Several options are being considered
for the intersection with Sunset Drive.
It could have a four-way stop, which
might back up traffic entering and
leaving the island. The scenario that
seemed the most likely was to build a
“mini-rotary,” raised to 10 feet, to fun-
nel the traffic.

Sunset Drive would be raised to the

narios that involved adding a The PI Turnpike. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

shared path separated from the travel
lanes on the river side by a barrier of
plantings.

He also outlined several measures
that the federal government could
not do. It cannot build a wall against
the rising tides like the Netherlands
did. It cannot elevate the road to 13
feet and higher, which could happen
during 100-year storms. Raising the
road that high would be cost prohib-
itive and could harm the Salt Marsh.

Building an elevated road from
Ocean Avenue to the bridge would
also block access to local homeowners
and businesses, such as Bob’s Lobster
and the Parker River Wildlife Refuge.

The FWS does not have cost esti-
mates for its multiple scenarios. The
final report is expected in late sum-
mer, Doremus said.

gatehouse. And a sidewalk would be
added in front of the businesses as cars
enter the island.

Doremus said the planning and
in the future the permitting process
would be very complicated, involving
multiple local, state and federal agen-
cies. He predicted that it would ulti-
mately be a model for other regional
environment projects.

It is possible that the federal gov-
ernment can do little to nothing to
improve the turnpike. In 1970, Con-
gress passed a law restricting changes
to wetlands, including the Salt Marsh.
“We are afraid it might be a show
stopper,” Doremus said.

But a provision in the law allows for
changes that protect the public. “Itisa
grey area,” he said. And will need legal

review. ¢
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L-R: Laura Repplier, Mike Donahue, Robert Hoover, Doug Dawes, Orlando Pacheco

Georgetown Public Comments Policy Struggle

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

GEORGETOWN - If you want to
speak to the SelectBoard here in the
future, you can address the five-mem-
ber board for three minutes, but only if
you want to talk on one of the topics
already on the board’s agenda.

If you want to speak about a dif-
ferent subject, you must get a Select-
Board member to add it to the agenda
or wait until the next meeting, usually
two weeks later.

Town Administrator Orlando
Pacheco is adding instructions to the
agenda so potential speakers know
what the new rules are.

The issue of regulating public com-
ments was one of the hot topics last
week, lasting more than an hour at
the regular SelectBoard meeting. Some
board members, led by Laura Rep-
plier and Doug Dawes, favored fewer
restrictions. Robert Hoover initially
favored requiring a four-business-days-
notice for any comment. Hoover said
that would increase “transparency”
and give the SelectBoard more time
to determine if it was an appropriate
topic, and allow the board to engage
in open dialogue at the meeting, other-

wise, the board could risk breaking the
open meeting law by discussing a topic
which was not on the agenda.

Excerpts of the Initial
One Hour and 11 Minute
Georgetown Select Board

Discussion Regarding

Establishing a Formal

Public Comments Policy

Georgetown Select Boad Chair Rob-
ert Hoover navigated his board through
an initial discussion last week regard-
ing a desire to establish a formal public
comments policy. As Hoover pointed
out, the board is faced with a tough
balance of finding a way to allow the
public to engage the board, in multi-
ple ways (comments, agenda items, full
discussions, etc.), while being transpar-
ent to the public as to what will occur,
as well as enable the board to respond
to public comments and not run afoul
of public open meetings laws.

In most instances, if someone just
shows up to a meeting and makes com-
ments, the board cannot engage in a
discussion, for example, to find a solu-
tion to their problem, as the issue was

Groveland Water and Sewer
Department Announces New
Emergency Notification System

GROVELAND - The Groveland
Water and Sewer Department shares
that, effective March 13, the town will
no longer use the Code Red notifica-
tion system.

All town departments in Groveland
will be transitioning to a new alert
system in coordination with North
Shore Regional 911. The new system
provides residents with more control
over the types of notifications they
wish to receive and how they receive
them.

Residents may choose to receive
emergency alerts, non-emergency
alerts, or both via email, text message,
and/or phone call.

Residents who would like to
receive alerts from the Water and
Sewer Department must select the
non-emergency alerts option.

Groveland Water and Sewer also
encourages customers to enter their
home address when registering to
assist the department with localized

alerts, such as information on water-
main breaks or service interruptions
to specific areas of town.

Residents can register for the
new alert system at heeps://dinyurl.
com/911groveland.

For additional questions or con-
cerns, residents can contact the Grov-
eland Water and Sewer Department
at 978-556-7220. ¢

not disclosed to the public before the
meeting, as an agenda item.

After the more than hour-long dis-
cussion, no formal vote was taken by
the board, but the members agreed to
do two things: 1. Continue discussing
ways to allow the public to engage their
Select Board, and 2. Add a note to the
formal agenda requesting persons to
limit any comments to a listed agenda
item (so a member of the board could
respond without breaking the Open
Meeting Law), and encourage the
public to contact the board via e-mail,
phone, or in-person in town hall to
request that an item be placed on the
agenda.

Some excerpts from the discussion
and summaries of the discussion
follows:

“All public comments and questions
should be directed to the Select Board
only. All speakers may speak only after
first being recognized by the chair,”
Hoover stated, explaining in detail that
it would be inappropriate to repeat
past performances where a member of
the audience took an opportunity to
speak and call-out an individual on the
board or the audience.

Hoover sought to have speakers fill
out a form, stating their name, address,
contact information, and the topic they
wish to speak on. “It’s oftentimes diffi-
cult to understand when someone says
their names,” and he wanted the board
to be able to follow-up with the per-
son. “During regular scheduled Select
Board meetings, individuals who pre-
viously submitted a public comment
form ... will have their opportunity to
speak during the posted agendas pub-
lic comment item,” he proposed.

“The public I think needs to also
know, it's about transparency, I think.
The public needs to know what is
going to be talked about if we're going
to have the most transparent way of
working all of this. And so, in order

Continued on page 7
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Upcoming Programs at
West Newbury Library

Book Sale Donation Drop Off Saturday, March 21 & Sunday 22,

9 AM -1 PM Old Town Hall Building 491 Main St. West Newbury
Do you have books to donate? Wonderful! Our guidelines are simple guide
lines: Yes, please to new, gently used, children's and young aduls, fiction, puzzles
and games, gardening, cookbooks, travel & nature, art & science, history & biog-
raphy. No, thank you to the mildewed & smelly, no magazines, no encyclopedias,
textbooks, or reference materials. VHS are not accepted. Thank you for contrib-

uting to the learning, growth and inspiration of your community.

West Newbury Library

Twice a year the Frlends of the Library hol

gmn g Book Sale!

a sale of used adult and chil-

dren’s books, DVDs, CDs, etc. at the Old Town Hall Building across
from the library (Town Hall Building, 491 Main Street, West Newbury).
Weds 3/25, 3-7 PM (West Newbury residents only night)
Thurs 3/26 & Fri 3/27: 10 AM-5 PM, Sat 3/28 9 AM -12 PM.

West Newbury

Water Woes:

Managing Manganese Exposure

The water department last week
issued a message regarding changes in
taste, odor, or color of drinking water.

These conditions are related to
winter ice cover and seasonal mixing
in the city’s drinking water reservoirs.

"While the taste, smell, or color can
be unpleasant, the Water Division has
confirmed that the water continues to
meet all State and Federal drinking
water standards."

The department provided exten-
sive details on geosmin, cyanobacte-
ria, and maganese levels.

"Why are manganese levels closely
monitored?

Exposure to manganese, espe-
cially to infants, can have associated
health risks. State regulations advise
that finished water should not exceed
0.3 mg/L for more than 10 days in
any calendar year. This recommenda-
tion is protective for infants, who are
more sensitive to manganese expo-
sure, as well as adults who can be

affected by long-term exposure. The
City of Newburyports Water Divi-
sion has been monitoring manganese
levels daily to ensure levels are well
below the regulations. In addition to
public health protection, when levels
are kept below 0.05 mg/L, staining
and color issues are avoided.

In the short term, Newburyports
Water Division will continue to mon-
itor the manganese concentrations
in surface water supplies and make
appropriate adjustments to potas-
sium permanganate dose at the raw
water pump station as needed.

In the longer term, the city is in
the planning stages of constructing a
new water treatment plant that would
include an appropriately designed
chemical feed system to treat for man-
ganese with infrastructure at the plant
to effectively respond to the changing
concentrations rather than relying on
operations at the remote raw water
pump station." ¢

NEWBURY FIRE

Continued from page 1
porary lodging.

Newbury Fire crews remained on
scene to conduct overhaul operations,
including monitoring and secking
out hotspots. Crews also searched the
scene for a dog and a cat who were in
the home at the time of the fire. At
this time, it is believed that the pets
were unable to escape the fire.

Mutual aid was provided by the
Fire Departments of Newburyport,
Salisbury, Amesbury, West Newbury,

Georgetown, Boxford and Rowley.
The Ipswich Fire Department and
Atlantic Ambulance covered the
Town while crews were on scene, and
responded to two medical calls and a
third call, a fire alarm activation.
Newbury Police and the the Massa-
chusetts State Police Fire and Explo-
sion Investigation Unit attached
to the State Fire Marshal’s Office
responded on scene and are assisting
the Fire Department with their inves-
tigation into the origin and cause of

the fire. ¢

JIM BUSSING

Continued from page 1

modern pickleball facility, expand-
ing recreational opportunities for res-
idents of all ages. While the dona-
tion represents a significant portion
of the anticipated project cost, the
Town may pursue additional fund-
ing sources to complete the project as
envisioned.

Mike Donahue, Chair of George-
town Parks & Recreation and a first-
year member of the Board of Select-
men, expressed gratitude for the
extraordinary contribution. “Jim Bus-
sing Sr. has been a longstanding and
valued member of our Georgetown
community,” Donahue said. “His
remarkable generosity demonstrates
not only his commitment to recre-
ation and healthy living, but also his
belief in investing in spaces that bring
neighbors together. This $1 million
gift will have a lasting and meaning-
ful impact on our residents.”

Georgetown Parks & Recreation,
comprised of John Dunlevy, Aly Phil-
brook, Dave Schauer, and Chair Mike
Donahue, looks forward to guid-
ing the project in collaboration with
municipal leadership and residents.
The facility is envisioned as a welcom-
ing and accessible space that promotes
health, social connection, and inter-
generational activity.

Town Administrator Orlando
Pacheco also praised the contribu-
tion and its impact on the commu-
nity. “This generous pledge reflects
the strong spirit of community that
makes Georgetown such a special
place,” said Pacheco. “Mr. Bussings
pledge will help create a space where
people can stay active, meet oth-
ers, and enjoy recreation for years to
come.”

Bussing said his motivation for the
gift is rooted in community pride.
“Georgetown has always been home,”
Bussing said. “I believe in support-
ing projects that strengthen our town
and create opportunities for people to
connect. I'm proud to contribute to
something that will benefit families
and future generations.”

The Town will work collabora-
tively to finalize site selection, design
plans, and funding strategy, and pub-
lic input will be welcomed as the
project moves forward. The donation
represents one of the largest private
contributions dedicated to recreation
in Georgetown’s history and reflects
a shared commitment to enhancing
quality of life for residents. ¢
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Georgetown's Hometown Heroes Banner Program
Order a Banner Before April 1

Georgetown’s Hometown  spotlights local veterans with a link to Georgetown. Banners
Heroes Banner Program is a com-  are produced in minimum batches of five and cost $195 each
munity initiative, led by local resi-  but there are provisions for financial assistancebelow). For
dent Jon Pingree who worked with  information or to request a banner, contact Jon Pingree at
the Georgetown Kiwanis to place  978.836.8409. You will need to provide the veteran's name,
banners throughout the downtown  years of service, rank, and the branch of the military the vet-

to honor local veterans.

eran served. Thanks to groups providing financial support,

The banners were safely stored Continued on page 8

for the winter,
but as spring
approaches the
by Kay Lee Ogden Georgetown
Light Department will again proudly
display the custom banners throughout
the downtown area.
The program displays 24" x 36"
banners on utility poles from May 1
through the end of November and
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or you'll miss getting in on something important!

the disclosure of some important facts.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) It's time to come down to earth and face the reality about someone in your life. Get to the truth,

then decide what you'll do about the relationship.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Relationships on the job and in your personal life seem to be up in the air at this time. Trying

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A litdle woolgathering is good right now. It helps you sort out
some problems before you try to work out their solutions. But don't be out of it for too long,

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your acquisitive self will find this to be a favorable time for
buying something that you've wanted for a long time. Meanwhile, your inquisitive self leads to

to get a handle on things is frustrating and probably futile. Wit for events to return to a steady, even flow.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You might be everyone's idea of a cool cat, but you'd really prefer going somewhere warm for a

while. This is the time to do it! Expect good news from someone who is working hard on your behalf.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) Things seem to be slowing down. Use this quicter time to do some much-needed

meditation. You'll come away with a new understanding of what compels you to do what you do.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) Marriage and mergers are favored at this time. Relationships, both personal and

professional, might appear to be unraveling. But quick action can make long-lasting repairs.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) A loved one reacts happily to a romantic suggestion.
Consider a cruise or a trip if you have the time and money. But a movie and dinner will do just as well.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to December 21) Don't wait for someone to help you bridge an
emotional gap between you and a loved one. You need to take the initiative yourself. The result will be
worth all the effort that you put into it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) Stop blaming yourself for a problem at work. Someone
else set the situation in motion, leaving you on the spot when something had to be done. So, perk up!
You have lots of people on your side.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) Positive aspects continue to favor explorations of new career
opportunities. While you're eager to check these prospects out, you also need to spend more quality time
with your family.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Cupid has an arrow with your name on it. But you need to help
him find his target by getting out into the social swim where, with luck, the chubby cherub could pin
two hearts with one arrow!

BORN THIS WEEK: You are honest and loyal. People trust you with their secrets. You would make

a wonderful counselor or member of the clergy because you know how to listen to the heart, as well as

the voice.
HOCUS-FOCUS
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Find at least six differences in details between panels.
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Puzzles answers have been moved to
page 8, at the great suggestion of the
crew at

Kraken Gaming -

Ree. 1, Rowley, Mass.
Visit them! Great browsing]
See ad on page 7!
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PEOPLE WITH
Super Crossword —comecrions
ACROSS 49 Star of 92 Raw rock DOWN 36 “Nuts!” 78 Vast chasm
1 Stew morsels many silent 93 Interrupt 1 Paw bottoms 37 One-on-one 81 Slugging
5 G-man, e.g. Westerns dancers, say 2 “The Time instructor stat
8 Bun-topping creating an 95 Coach Machine” 38 Positive pole 82 Crucial
seeds ensemble? Parseghian race 42 “| believe,” artery
15 Razor brand 53 Butterfly food 96 The way 3 Guys staffing to texters 83 Went across
19 “That's —!” 55 Cineplex — things are military flights 43 Iniquitous 85 Print quality
(“Untrue!”) (old theater) now 4 Watch brand 45 Pungent stat
20 God, in Turin 56 Alternatives 97 Swings 5 Count up 46 “— -ching!” 87 In a very cold
21 Perk up to coffees about, as 6 Designer 48 Tax-deferred manner
22 Picnic pests 57 Distinctive one’s arms Versace svgs. plans 88 Pick out
23 “Secret Love” times 99 Exercise 7 Playing (with) 50 Motionless 90 Welcome
singer having 59 Wife of Zeus goal 8 — Diego 51 “Hud” actress 91 Poet Ogden
two opposing 60 Stimpy’s pal 102 Has too 9 Conclusion Patricia 94 China’s Mao
personalities? 61 Go — ride much, briefly 10 “Ransom” 52 Huck Finn, — -tung
26 Performs like 63 Luau gift 103 “Mame” star actor Gary for one 98 Actress
LL Cool J 64 “ER” co-star weighing 11 Mennonite 54 Burn a bit Quinn
27 2007 Anthony people sect 58 Williams of 99 Blossom
documentary 67 “Sleuth” down? 12 Soft rock? tennis 100 Mystery
about the co-star 108 Turin locale 13 Archaic verb 62 Lyric poem awards
U.S. health portraying a 109 Kin of “equi-” suffix 63 Huck Finn, 101 English
care system policeman? 110 Inflated head 14 In position for one biscuits
28 Pick-up-sticks 71 Boot parts 111 Beginning 15 Overseas 65 Prez called 103 Some Miller
math game 74 Silent “yes” 114 Telly 16 List of “lke” beers
29 Suffix with 75 Network on 115 “Oliver!” players, in 66 Net pop-ups, 104 Arm muscle,
110-Across the telly, Oscar sports eg. informally
30 “Aquaman” with “the” nominee 17 It shows a 67 “Uptown Girl” 105 Words on a
star Jason 76 Wall Street being zany? pupil’s singer Billy help desk
31 “Seven Year deg., often 120 Writer — grades 68 Oxide, e.g. 106 NYC rep
Ache” singer 79 Head, in Pau Stanley 18 Analyze 69 Fetus’ home starting in 19
buying goods 80 Pare down Gardner 24 “Rescue us!” 70 Play award 107 Rock —
at wholesale? 82 Speller’s 121 Iron or tin 25 — Hess 71 “Let —’ (Brazilian
37 — kwon do clarification 122 Classic auto (former oil (“Frozen” music
39 Change 84 Cute, 123 Robert giant) song) festival)
habitats cutesily of “The 30 Jazz singer 72 Time soon 112 Weizman of
40 Brigitte of 86 Scottish Sopranos” Carmen to come Israel
“Contempt” language 124 In view 32 Visa rival, 73 Suspension 113 Novice
41 Not smart 89 Frequent 125 Got narrower for short bridge part 115 Fast plane
44 Height: Abbr. USO show 126 It's opposite 33 Soothes 76 Popular food 116 In the style of
45 Ghana’s performer NNW 34 “— boy!” seasoning 117 Suffix with alp
capital wishing 127 Other, in 35 “La Brea” brand 118 “Inc.” relative
47 Biol. or geol. earnestly? Spain network 77 Cornrow, e.g. 119 Female deer
2 3 8 9 10 |11 (12 |13 |14 15 |16 (17 |18

21
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CLASSIFIED ADS

RING FOUND

on Dec. 19th next to the Rowley Town
Hall handicap ramp. Call 978-948-2631
with identifying features. LAST CALL!

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior

Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years

experience. Free Estimates. Excellent

Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890
or 978-688-0161

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR

Smoke and water damage ceilings stain
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry
interior-exterior  repairs, windows
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned,
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all
brick work, chimney work, walkways,
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.

GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers,
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978)
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING
Books, vintage posters,
artwork, comic books,
ephemera, and related

printed material.
Single items and entire

collections sought.
bookaugur@gmail.com
978-518-2298

HELP WANTED
SEEKING...
MUSICAL
CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words, 30 days, $30!
, (4 weeks for $30)
advertise@thetowncommon.com

We're looking for YOU, and we
think you might be looking for us.
This is an opportunity for you to
create your own job. As a commis-
sioned advertising sales consultant,
you'll enjoy talking with advertising
clients to help meet their short-term
and long-term business needs. You set
your own hours, work when you want,
where you want, while earning generous
commissions and residuals. There is no
cap on earnings. So, if you're a good
person with clear communication skills,
then contact us. If you have experience
at any time during the past 22 years of
this publication, we welcome you back
with open arms to a great new
opportunity.

Lonnie Brennan: editor@
TheTownCommon.com

PUBLIC COMMENT

Continued from page 3

for the public to get this information,
it makes sense that they know it's com-
ing. And then the same goes with the
Board of Selectmen needing to know
and not have major surprises over
something that is not only not antic-
ipated, but could be very disruptive at
that point in time,” Hoover said. “Ic
would address these open meeting law
complaints so that they wouldn't hap-
pen and we wouldn't have to spend
the time and the back and forth on an
open meeting law complaint ... The
goal is to eliminate these open meeting
laws showing up and to do that to be
transparent and have a well-organized
efficient meeting.”

Member Laura Repplier was con-
cerned with the delay of up to two
weeks before an item can be placed on
the formal agenda, and sought a com-
promise.

A long discussion about not wanting
to limit speech ensued, with long-time
member Doug Dawes summariz-
ing: “I think we need to have a pub-
lic comment policy, but I don't know
that it needs to be restrictive in any
way. | think that when people come
to a meeting, I think they understand
they're part of the audience and not a
participant in the meeting until they're
recognized by the chair.”

The question again returned to how/
if the board can respond to a comment
if its not on the agenda? And what if
someone just uses public comment to
speak bad of someone or attack some
group, or talk about matters that have
nothing to do with the board’s business
meeting?

“It's not for people to abuse a pol-
icy - but someone comes to a meet-

ing because they saw something on the
agenda or somebody told them about
something that was on the agenda and
they want to come to a meeting and
have their three minutes,” Dawes said.
“It's not a discussion. They'll say what-
ever their three minutes are and then
they go back to their seat, because
there's no deliberation done by the
board.”

Member Michael Donahue, a vic-
tim himself of a prior, lying attack by
an anonymous, masked speaker at a
school committee meeting, still advo-
cated the sentiment of limited restric-
tions and, after weighing the issue,
advocated strongly for allowing access
to the board by the public. “Mr.
Hoover, you brought up a point about
violation of open meeting law, and tra-
ditionally in the past there have been
topics on there - have been public com-
ments - where there's been back and
forth, and so if you take public com-
ments in, you don't have to respond to
them. You just thank you very much,
have a nice day, we'll take that under
advisement. There will be no open
meeting [violation] if we do that ...”
and the board could address a response
ata subsequent meeting if appropriate.

Hoover remained concerned that
“you're not going to be able to respond
in real-time to someone who comes up
and starts talking about what they say
they're going to talk about, and then
they quickly turn their head to some-
one sitting there in the audience and
complain about them, and then they
come back and talk to you,” Hoover
said. "You're going to have people like
that all the time doing things, and
you're not going to be able to respond
to it. And that's not an efficient, that's
not an effective, that's not a profes-
sional kind of meeting.”

KRAKEN
GAMING

BUY + SELL + TRADE

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars ¢ G.I. Joe
Transformers
MOTU e Action Figures
Godzilla * Robots
70’s, 80’s, 90’s

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo ¢ Sega
Atari * SNES * Né64
GameBoy * DS * Wii
Xbox * Playstation
POKEMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723

Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke
US Route 1, Suite 9,

Rowley, MA, 01969

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.

Old pocket watches,
wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,
X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:

Closed on Monday, Private
appointments available

Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM
Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Town Administrator Orlando
Pacheco suggested that “if there's dia-
logue, that's where the trigger isin terms
of the open meeting law. If somebody
just goes up under public comment
- I think the AG has opined on this - if
you just go up under public comment
and the board just sits there and says
nothing, then you're probably OK.
The problem is: 1. You don't know
what they're going to talk about, and
2. You don't know what they're going
to say. People don't have to be truth-
ful just because it's public comment.
People can say whatever they want. So,
I see the struggle there.”

“Sure, you want free speech: there's
the door go outside and yell at the top
of your lungs you know - whatever you
want to say - and nobody's going to
stop you. That's free speech. You can't
walk into any board meeting anywhere
and just start hijacking the meeting
saying, | want to say whatever [ want to
say because I'm angry today or I don't
like what the president is doing.”

“Tty to remember that these are also
business meetings where the board is
trying to get the taxpayers' work done,”
Pacheco said. “And so that's why I
think there needs to be a good balance
between what people should discuss
here versus what they shouldn't and
what you make them do to do it."

Repplier replied to the members: “I
feel like we're weighing two import-
ant things against each other your con-
cern about transparency and not fall-
ing foul of open meeting laws and our
additional concern that we offer access
to our residents to address us and par-
ticipate in a non-dialogical - to make
up a good word —way. And for me, the
one with the greater value is offering
our residents access. And it's up to us,
you, sorry Rob, to manage that envi-
ronment so we don't actually end up
in a difficult exchange or an inappro-
priate exchange or whatever, where it
becomes - I don't know - contentious
or we're discussing or whatever. That's
in your hands, but I would prefer for us
to give more weight to giving access to
our residents.”

Dawes summarized: “When a per-
son comes to a meeting, they're a mem-
ber of the audience. They're not a par-
ticipant in the meeting. And that's if

they want to get up and talk in public.
Even somebody that submits a form,
you don't know what they're going to
say. They can get up, they and take 10
to 15 seconds and direct a comment
right at somebody or turn around. If
somebody snickered in the audience,
they turn around and direct their time.
You just don't know. But most peo-
ple have a sense of decorum. There are
some that their filters are broken a lit-
tle. But I don't think that we should
overly restrict public comment. I
believe that we should have policy on
it, but I don't think we should overly
restrict it."

"I believe people need to under-
stand that when you have freedoms
and rights, they come with responsi-
bilities," Dawes detailed. "Most peo-
ple understand that. If you don't have
that, then as my former pastor said to
me, 'a river without banks is a swamp.'
So, freedoms and rights have bound-
aries. And that's what people have to
understand. And occasionally you'll
getsomebody or even a group that goes
rogue and is disruptive but that then
becomes the responsibility of the chair
to issue the warnings and ...” [take
other actions].

In the end, the board moved forward
with a consensus to request that resi-
dents seek to put their concerns on the
agenda rather than just spring things
upon the board without notice. Dona-
hue stood firm that there needs to be
a method for residents to address the
board, not just make a request which
may or may not be granted to be put
on the agenda.

The board will continue to work on
a formal policy for impromptu com-
ments. Hoover cautioned again that
just letting someone speak and say
something — “thrown out to the pub-
lic with no response from us leaves an
impression one way or the other with
some people.” He urged methods to
ensure the board is free to respond,
clarify, amplify, and take action. He
concluded by thanking his fellow
members after a tense discussion at
times, by sharing: “I would like you to
know, this is a great discussion, really.
Thank you all. It was an excellent dis-
cussion. Personally, I don't always find
these discussions easy, but they're nec-
essary, and I'm just thankful for you

Going to an event | | “If you want praise, )
in your community? die. ffyouwant | guys- ¢
Share your photos with blame, marry.”
Che Toum @_umnwn. “l won't be wronged. | won't be insulted. | won't be laid a hand on.
Welove to print yorr | don't do these things to other people and | require the
photos! same from them.” — John Wayne
PUZZLE ANSWERS [oe[ioz/s/slaz=E[<[v LI WINE[3[s
FNERD BEE NNEDERE ERBE
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NERNN BEE ols|l AV
v 18[€/9|C|6/S|L I vH[o[a|n[v [ [Tlv]a[3[ [T [1[o[n]a
cicl9lzZi6|l¥l8IC]L | [slao SEEINNIE SEICEE |
SI[L]I[s|V MEIM NONRE EER
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slolvigizlizlL s8lg u[3[aly[o]a|N[vm[v|1|3]a[n[r
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And now these three remain: faith, ZSCSW L H g ? ,1, a Nc
hope and love. But the greatest of these  [S[3]=[e 3L [v[w[1[N]v
is love. 1 Corinthians 13:13 EINL nlv[s[3[s

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting

N ||ey Painting
978-484-2437
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HOMETOWN HEROES REACH BEYOND FIND YOUR NEXT CUSTOMER
ntinued from page

the criteria for a free banner are as
follows: you work for the town, or
have a relative who was killed in
action, or you have a financial hard-
ship.

The program is for people that are
alive or who have passed. To qual-
ify, they need to have some connec-
tion to Georgetown - either they grew
up here or have a family member that
lives here.

Give me a call or text me for more
information, but let's get your banner
ordered A.S.A.R. for this year's pro-
gram. | can be reached at: KAY LEE
OGDEN: TEXT 978.771.6884
OR CALL: 978.352.8318 or
you may send me a message at:
KayLeeOgdend@gmail.com.

We highly respect all our service-
members, we salute, and recognize
them and their families, who have
proudly served our country and com-
munities around the world from
the Army, Air Force, Coast Guard,
National Guard, Marines, Merchant
Marines, Navy, Space Force and all
who have served.

Join the American
Legion
The Rene J. Gagnon American
Legion Post #211 is looking for new
members to join, they would appre-
ciate your help, you may join by con-

tacting Doug Dawes at 978.270.3037
or dougdawes@gmail.com. ¢

YOUR TOWN.
HAVE YOUR AD SEEN IN

| e The Town Common

T Come Home to Community News
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

GET HER ATTENTION IN
The Town Common

Come Home to Community News
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

GEORGETOWN PEABODY
LIBRARY

2 MAPLE STREET
GEORGETOWN, MASS.

7~

50N ROoRw:

Est. 1974

978-975-4500

AULSONROOFING.COM




