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Georgetown 
SelectBoard 

May Consider 
Yet Another 

Donahue 
Complaint

The Road 
to American 

Independence 
Explored

M. Cacao Offers Culinary Chocolates

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––
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By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – Selectboard 
member Michael Donahue has sent 
to each member of the board a pack-
age of 195 pages of emails and police 
reports that he wants the board to con-
sider at an upcoming meeting in hopes 
it will vote to remove board member 
Rachel Therrien from the board she 
was elected to by the voters.

Most of Donahue’s allegations, going 
back eight years, have been presented 
previously in complaints by him and 

NEWBURYPORT – Celebrate the 
250th anniversary of American inde-
pendence with the Custom House 
Maritime Museum. 

In partnership with the Museum of 
Old Newbury and supported by the 
Massachusetts Office of Travel and 
Tourism, programs will delve into the 
terrible winter of early 1776 with his-
torian Alexander Cain. Part 1 of New-
buryport’s Road to Independence series 
– The Long, Dark Winter of 1776 – 
was held last week at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church.  

Part 2 of the Newburyport’s Road to 
Independence series will be a week later, 

NEWBURYPORT – Michael 
Nichols, owner of M. Cacao, the new 
chocolate shop on Market Square, 
said he is often told by customers that 
they cannot bring themselves to eat 
the chocolates he sells, particularly the 
art bars.

“They’re too pretty,” they say.  “But 
they are meant to be eaten,” responds 
Nichols, a mechanical engineer, who 

opened the shop here, fulfilling a 
dream that started in a cinderblock 
building on the edge of a Peruvian 
jungle. 

The art bars, paintings by Ando-
ver artist Michele Bourgeau, are rec-
reated on a cocoa butter pallet “to the 
delight of both chocolate and visual 
arts connoisseurs.” The art is on one 
side, framed in the top of the box like 
a painting. But turn it over to find 
pieces of fruits and nuts embedded in 

dark chocolate.  
The collection of art bars include 

five different paintings and flavor 
combinations. The Three Graces fea-
tures “ethereal women joyfully” crash-
ing symbols that are slices of orange, 
lemon and lime and leading viewers 
to celebrate.

The collection of M. Cacao’s art 
bars includes one, called Brownie 
Buddies, made of dark chocolate and 
pecan brownie pieces. Rounding out 
the collection (until Nichols and his 
partner create new ones) are Spice of 
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From left, Delphin Gomes and Michael Nichols with their Valentine’s Day creations.(Photo by Stewart Lytle)

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300



Page 2                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                       Feb. 4, 2026 - Feb. 10, 2026

www.TheTownCommon.com
978-255-3015

Advertising
Get your message out, 
from $10 up per week
Copy/Ad Deadlines

Reserve Your Space/Size by 
7 P.M. each Thursday

with Final Copy by Sat. Noon
advertise@thetowncommon.com

(978) 255-3015
Nate Allard - Sales Consultant 

978-270-5219
Julianne DeSantis - Account Mgr. 

978-626-7443
Brenda Ernst - Account Mgr. 

978-810-5078
Kay Lee Ogden - Account Mgr. 

978-771-6884

The Town Common is not responsible for typographical 
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for 
prompt notifi cation of such errors. Advertisers should 
notify The Town Common of any errors in ads on the fi rst 
day of issuance. No credits &/or refunds are off ered or 
implied. All material and content cannot be duplicated 
without written consent of the publisher. The right is 
reserved to reject, omit, or edit any copy off ered for 
publication.
Copyright 2004-2026 The Town Common©  Broadside Communications - 
All Rights Reserved

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present

Send your organization or 
group notices, birth or engage-
ment announcements, photos, arti-
cles, and Letters to the Editor (limit 
250 words, and include a telephone 
number for verification) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
Or postal service:

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833

Publisher/Editor
Lonnie Brennan

Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

How to Submit Content to the Editor:

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

4 Wed 12:46 8.4 1:02 9.0 6:52 -0.2 7:21 -0.6 6:54 5:00

5 Thu 1:30 8.4 1:48 8.6 7:39 -0.1 8:03 -0.3 6:52 5:01

6 Fri 2:14 8.4 2:34 8.1 8:26 0.1 8:47 0.1 6:51 5:02

7 Sat 2:59 8.2 3:22 7.6 9:15 0.3 9:32 0.5 6:50 5:04

8 Sun 3:45 8.0 4:12 7.2 10:06 0.5 10:19 0.9 6:49 5:05

9 Mon 4:34 7.8 5:05 6.8 10:59 0.8 11:10 1.3 6:47 5:06

10 Tue 5:27 7.6 6:01 6.5 11:55 1.0 6:46 5:08

11 Wed 6:22 7.5 7:00 6.3 12:04 1.5 12:54 1.0 6:45 5:09

12 Thu 7:19 7.5 7:58 6.3 1:01 1.6 1:53 1.0 6:44 5:10
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GEORGETOWN

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE

have been reviewed by state agencies 
and town counsel KP Law, which con-
cluded they are simply his opinions. 

No action has ever been taken by state 
agencies against Therrien.

Many of the allegations do not even 
involve Therrien, but resurrect discred-
ited claims that the former Conserva-
tion Commission (ConCom) Agent 

did not commit fraud by visiting wet-
lands and other vulnerable environ-
mental sites in town instead of being 
in his office at town hall.     

Several of Donahue’s allega-
tions involve the Stirm Group, a 
Newburyport private detective firm, 
which a previous SelectBoard hired to 
investigate the ConCom. The firm’s 
report became controversial because of 
the investigators’ tactics, and the board 
issued an official statement that said “it 
finds (the report)  inadequate and does 
not endorse it.”  

The town, however, paid the 
$10,000 fee the Stirm Group charged.

SelectBoard member Laura Rep-
plier called it a “misuse of funds.” 
SelectBoard chair Robert Hoover said, 
“nothing important has come out of 
this report.”

Donahue said he planned to refer 
the report and his comments to the 
Essex County District Attorney (DA), 
claiming Therrien had committed a 
crime by filing a “false police report.” 
No other SelectBoard member agreed 
to join Donahue in filing with the DA, 
and no action was taken by the DA. 

According to a timeline prepared by 
Donahue to support his current com-
plaint against Therrien, he cited a 
police report filed by Therrien, stating 
that “Donahue was part of the ‘hate-
ful eight,’ and that she cannot be com-
pelled to give into a few bullies, harass-
ers, blackmailers and individuals who 
think they are above the law.”

Donahue submitted his 195-page 
complaint to the SelectBoard last 

was involved in so-called payroll fraud, 
which stem from accusations by a dis-
gruntled former employee. 

Again, it was concluded that the 
conservation agent, who resigned three 
years ago, was a salaried employee and 

month after resident Kevin Wood, a 
frequent critic of the ConCom, com-
plained that Therrien, who also chairs 
the ConCom, had not told the truth 
about a vote the commission held. 

She told the SelectBoard that the 
ConCom had voted to hold public 
hearings by Zoom. But there had been 
only a discussion among commission 
members, which showed there was a 
consensus among members that the 
hearings should be held by Zoom, 
not in person. Similar consensus ‘vote’ 
are routinely taken by the SelectBoard 
chair. Not every item gets a vote, nor a 
roll-call vote. 

Therrien corrected her misstatement 
at the next SelectBoard meeting.

Hoover last Thursday proposed that 
a special meeting be set for this past 
Monday, but was unable to sched-
ule the last-minute meeting as Ther-
rien would not be available for the 
entire planned meeting. At Therrien’s 
request, the meeting will be held in 
public, not in a closed executive ses-
sion, and she has asked that she be 
allowed to respond to any accusations, 
and allow others who had first-hand 
knowledge of events to testify. 

Therrien stated she will not be bul-
lied into submission by Donahue and 
his allies who have made it their per-
sonal crusade to attack her and the 
Conservation Commission repeatedly. 

“Why do all the real estate people 
and bankers keep trying to chase any-
one off boards who wishes to defend 
our wetlands and apply the law equally 
to all applicants?” Therrien asked. 

GET

7
YEARS

FACTORY-BACKED COVERAGE
When you purchase a new 2.5 -425hp Mercury outboard.
Now through March 31, 2026.
Subject to terms and conditions

DEATH NOTICES 
      Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger

Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone
Sally Langlois Eastham, MA Casper Funeral Services Boston 617-269-1930
JoAnne (Bedotto) Duffy North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home N. Andover 978-681-5000
Marilyn Ann (Pappalardo) 
McKay

Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000

Theresa (Mascis) Cucuzza Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Cynthia A. (Johnson) D’Orazio Haverhill, MA HL Farmer & Sons Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-9311
Chip David Gaines Georgetown, MA HL Farmer & Sons Funeral Home Bradford 978-372-9311
Dennis “Denny” J. D’Angelo Jr. Haverhill, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381
Cheryl Anne Lever Amesbury, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home N. Andover 978-682-8381
Charles “Chip” Hubbard Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Henry J. “Hank” Comeau Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Stella Markos Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Paul V. Specht Hampton, NH Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Amesbury 978-388-0388
Lori P. Jayne Merrimack, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Merrimac 978-346-9273
Norman Krukonis Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

at 7 p.m., Feb. 6, at the church. It will focus on the siege of Quebec with Canadian 
historian Luc Nicole-Labrie. Explore Benedict Arnold’s grueling wilderness march 
to the siege and the Battle of Québec City. Discover how Canadians reacted—and 
why this bold invasion ended in retreat.

On the night before Valentine’s Day, there is a chance to hear Kristin Daley, a 
marine naturalist at the Newburyport Whale Watch, discussing the plight of the 
whale again. She spoke in December to an overflow crowd at the Custom House. 
Her lecture and slide show will be at 6:30 p.m., Feb. 13 at the Custom House.   

Register with Julia Bradley at jbradley@thechmm.org. 
Also next month, local artist Richard Burke Jones will unveil a new seven-foot 

painting, and there is a remarkable presentation of art and artifacts honoring 
George Washington. 
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M. Cacao Culinary Chocolates
Life, which is made of dark chocolate, pistachios, salt and pepper 
caramelized almonds; Let’s Dance, made of milk chocolate, can-
died sweet peppers, sage and mezcal; and Cool Fantasy, which has 
raspberries and crystalized mints with the dark chocolate.

These edible works of art plus dozens of adorned chocolates are 
the creations of Nichols and his partner, French Chef Delphin 
Gomes. They met when Nichols, returning from Peru, signed 
up for classes at a cooking school in Cambridge run by Gomes.

Nichols, who had built a robotics company, said he knew meet-
ing Gomes, who started his career at 14 as a French pastry chef 
was fate and invited him to form a partnership in the choco-
late business. 

“It’s been a good partnership,” Gomes said. “Together, we have 
much to offer the chocolate world.” 

The two said they enjoy most the research and development 
process that goes into their culinary creations. They work in a 
two-room kitchen at 6 Chestnut St. in Amesbury with a lone 
chef ’s assistant Debra Damren, who is described on their web 
page as the “Kitchen Disaster Analyst.” 

Gomes is described as “the head of chocolate innovation and 
development,” while Nichols is “the founder and chocolatier, 
expedition leader and chief optimist.” 

The retail shop, which faces the Firehouse Center for the Per-
forming Arts on Merrimac Street, is where you will find Laura 
Nichols. 

The shop at 37 Market Square was not their first choice. 
Before Covid hit in 2020, they had their eye on space on Pleas-
ant Street, where NuKitchen is today. That would have placed 
M. Cacao, directly across the street from Candy Man, a more 
traditional chocolate shop.

Gomes stressed that the chocolate creations M. Cacao pro-
duces are not just delicious treats or desserts, but food. The 
kitchen, he said, is not a candy kitchen, but a culinary kitchen.   

Their goal is to educate customers about the difference. 
When he first came to the U.S., “People didn’t understand,” 
said Gomez, who taught culinary classes in Marblehead, Brook-
line and for 30 years in Cambridge. 

His and now Nichols’ goal, he said, is to educate chocolate lov-
ers that there is much more to chocolate than sugar. 

Gomez, who refused to compromise and never “American-
ized” his products, said, “We came up with a lot of cool things.”  

They blend chocolate, wine and other alcohols, fruit, fish, 
cheese, salts and spices.

Nichols, who grew tired of running a robotics company, said 
he never wants to do the same thing over and over. 

He and Chef traveled the world sampling foods and learning 
from other cultures. They are experts at salts from countries as 
diverse as Iceland and Peru and have a collection of eight salts 
in their chocolates. There is black Onyx Pyramid sea salt from 
Cyprus that combines dark milk chocolate ganache and specu-
loos cookies, a crunchy, caramelized Belgian spiced shortcrust 
biscuits

The Tibet incorporates salt mined from the Salt Range moun-
tains in the Himalayas, blended with Yunnan black tea, Tibetan 
honey and milk chocolate. There are other creations blending 
locally sourced salts and ingredients from Bali, Portugal, South 
Africa and Iran. 

And each candy is topped by hand and a tweezer with a wild-
flower from the country, including sunflowers, poppies, hibiscus 
and an Amazon lily. “Figuring out the right wildflower for each 
took us two years,” Nichols said. 

Some candies are blended with artisanal cheeses. Gomes, who 
grew up in Burgundy, France, “has been thinking about cheese 
since he was a teenager. He has cheese running through his 
veins,” Nichols said.

The culinary creativity is not the only area the duo spend their 
efforts. The packaging is also innovative. In addition to building 
boxes that have tops made to look like a museum painting, they 
have boxes with tops that are video screens, where personalized, 
custom videos can play when opened.

These are perfect gift at weddings, birthdays and anniversaries. 
Open the top and watch a video that is easy to download from 
one’s phone, Nichols, the engineer, said.    

For more on these amazing culinary creations, including tasty 
hot chocolate, visit the shop on Market Square or their email at 
mcacao.com.

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike, 
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Civil War Roundtable of the 
Merrimack February Meeting

Wednesday, February 11
Doors open at 7:00. 

Meeting begins at 7:30.
Hilton Senior Center, Salisbury, MA
This month's meeting will feature a talk 

by John Manning and Andrew 
Andriopoulos entitled:

"Shoes and Beans"
A history of jelly beans and shoes in the 

Civil War. Where they were made and how 
they were vital to victory.

Free and open to the public.
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Historic Baker-Tozer 
House on the Market 

Featured Property Listing

Focus on Real Estate

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

IPSWICH – Few homes in this town 
that has many First Period homes are 
more imbued with New England his-
tory than the Baker-Tozer House at 16 
Elm Street.

Built in 1835, this four-bedroom, 
2,750-square-foot home within walk-
ing distance of downtown and the 
Ipswich River can trace its history to the 
Salem Witch Trials and the Civil War. 
And its sister house, which stood across 
Elm Street where the Police Depart-
ment parking lot is, was disassembled 
and is now an exhibit in the Smithso-
nian Museum in Washington, D.C.

Listed by Sonia Johnson with eXpRe-
alty for $799,000, the house could be a 

single-family or two-family home. She 
describes the floor plan as “challeng-
ing.” But someone who wants to live in 
Ipswich in a historic home may accept 
the challenge, particularly the second 
floor presents, and turn it into a spec-
tacular home.    

Johnson has conducted many tours 
for builders in the 140-plus days it has 
been on the market, and young pro-
fessionals have loved the house and its 
potential. But no one has make an offer 
because of concerns that the house may 
require too much investment, Johnson 
said.

But she believes this house with an 
investment of $400,000 to relocate 
some rooms could become a $1.3 mil-
lion home.

The owners have maintained the 
house well. The roof was replaced in 
2010. New windows were added in 
2013. All electrical wiring has been 
updated, and the house is lead com-
pliant. To make the house a duplex, it 
needs a second exit. The barn/garage 
was structurally reinforced and a new 
roof added in 2010.  

It consists of two combined struc-
tures. The side facing Elm Street is 
the house constructed or moved to 
this location by Samuel S. Baker, and 
the other end of the house was added 
later. The house has a central stair-
case, and the full-height basement fea-
tures a chamfered summer beam from 
a first-period home. 

The location of 16 Elm, across the 
street from the Police Station and a 
short walk to the riverwalk, make this 
home attractive and likely to get better 
in coming years. The town is design-

ing a new police station, which will 
mean the current station will likely be 
converted another use. And a dam on 
the Ipswich River is slated for removal, 
which will open the river all the way to 
the ocean. 

The home, which is not in the 
National Register of Historic Places, 
but is included in the Ipswich Architec-
tural Preservation District, has a color-
ful history.  

John Proctor, an early settler in 
Ipswich, received a land grant along 
what is now Elm Street. His son, John 

Proctor, and his wife Elizabeth moved 
to Salem in 1666, where they were both 
charged and imprisoned in the Salem 
Witch Trials. Because the wife was preg-
nant ,her sentence was never executed. 
But her husband was hanged with Bos-
ton minister Cotton Mather watching 
as he congratulated the crowd.

Samuel S. Baker, a real estate inves-
tor, bought the lot at 16 Elm Street and 
built a house in 1835. When he became 
an “insolvent debtor,” the house was 
sold it to shoemaker William S. Tozer 
(1804-1860) and his wife Adeline 
Mears in 1841.

Their son, John M. Tozer, who died 
of pneumonia in Virginia, while serving 
in the Civil War, has his name inscribed 
on the Civil War Monument at Meet-
inghouse Green. The other son, Joshua, 
shares a tombstone with John at the 
Old Burying Ground and is assumed 
to have also died in the Civil War. 

William H. Tozer was one of more 
than 300 Ipswich volunteers in the 
Civil War, and at the end of the 19th 
Century, he owned the Daniel Lum-
mus House on High Street. The fam-
ily name remains prominent in Ipswich 
today. 

For more information on 16 Elm, 
contact Johnson at Sonia.Johnson@
eXpRealty.com or call/text at 978-835-
7154.

16 Elm Street (Photo by Stewart Lytle)
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Saturday, February 7 at 7:30 p.m.
Arakelian Theater, Firehouse Cen-

ter for the Arts, 1 Market Square, 
Newburyport, MA

 Tickets at HayleyReardon.com 
 A native of coastal Massachusetts, 

folk-pop singer and songwriter Hayley 
Reardon has played many memorable 
shows for audiences in Newburyport 
and nearby communities. But her most 
unexpected performance took place last 
March about 11 miles down the road 
in Ipswich, at a pop-up pub called “The 
Old Phone.” Reardon was just finish-
ing her set when in walked interna-
tional superstar Ed Sheeran, visiting to 
greet his fans and film a video for his 
new song “Old Phone.” After playing 
for the excited crowd, Sheeran surprised 
Reardon by inviting her back on stage 
to perform one more song while he lis-
tened from a few feet away.

Beyond that special performance, 
Reardon returns to Newburyport after 
a year in which she toured extensively in 
Germany and surrounding countries in 
addition to playing a slate of U.S. con-

certs. She also recorded new music at 
a studio near Barcelona, Spain, releas-
ing her latest EP “What The Medicine’s 
For” and three singles: “In My Coun-
try,” “Walking Me Home,” and “Meet 
You There." 

A storyteller in the truest sense of the 
word, Reardon’s songs serve as postcards 
from an artist brave enough to take the 
road less traveled. She dove head first 
into music at the young age of 15, and 
has dedicated much of her life to writ-
ing, recording, and performing music 
around the world. With more than 90 
original songs released to date, Rear-
don’s music has been featured on mul-
tiple Spotify and Apple Music editorial 
playlists, totaling more than 8 million 
streams on Apple Music alone.

For her Feb. 7th show at Newbury-
port’s Firehouse Center for the Arts, 
Reardon will be accompanied by gui-
tarist Andy Stack and special guest sax-
ophone player & singer Aina Lopez.

Reardon’s music has been described as 
“brilliantly moving folk/pop with a lyr-
ical depth and soul” (Performer Mag-

Hayley Reardon Performing at Newburyport’s 
Firehouse Center for the Arts

Joaquim De Almeida III, affectionately known as “Jackie D” to his friends 
and family, passed away peacefully on January 28, 2026, at home in Rowley, 
Massachusetts.

Born on March 17, 1955, in Salem, Massachusetts, Jackie was a beloved 
father, grandfather, brother, uncle, cousin and friend who left an indelible 
mark on the hearts of those who knew him.

Jackie's early years were spent on the family farm on Boxford Road, where 
he developed a profound appreciation for the outdoors and the value of hard 
work, a trait that would characterize his entire life.

Jackie attended Pine Grove Elementary in Rowley followed by Triton 
Regional High in Byfield, where he formed lasting friendships and laid the 
groundwork for his future endeavors.

His career as a truck driver was cut short by an accident in 2003, but until then, he had been a dedi-
cated employee of New England Solid Waste in Rowley. Jackie's work ethic and camaraderie with his col-
leagues were highly regarded, and his absence from the profession was felt by many.

His deep connection to his roots was evident in his love for the family farm, where he grew up with his 
beloved parents, sisters, cousins, and family. He was always ready to lend a helping hand, and his gener-
osity of for those around him.

Jackie leaves behind a loving family, including his daughters, Courtney De Almeida of Rowley, Jamie 
De Almeida of Georgetown, and Michelle and her husband Marccus Hosman of Haverhill; as well as his 
son-in-law Ray Spence of Georgetown. His sisters, Delores Felch of Sebastian, FL, Tina Cole of Freedom, 
NH; and (brother) Robert Pompey of ME, will hold his memory dear. Jackie was the cherished “PUP” of 
Jaycob, Jaiden, Lilah, Shane, and Ben, and he took great joy in his role as a great-grandfather to Armani. 
He leaves many nieces, nephews and cousins. His family was the cornerstone of his life, and he reveled in 
their accomplishments and milestones.

Jackie was predeceased by his youngest daughter Alyson Spence, granddaughter Jessica Brown, and his 
beloved parents Doris (McSwiggin) and Joaquim "Jack" De Almeida Jr. Their legacy of love and resilience 
lives on through Jackie and the family they nurtured together.

An outdoorsman at heart, Jackie loved hunting, fishing, and driving race cars. He cherished the time 
spent walking through the woods and the thrill of competition on the racetrack. Family cookouts, garage 
hangouts with his racing team, and weekly trips to Star Speedway with his grandchildren were among 
his favorite pastimes. Even after his accident, Jackie maintained his zest for life, embarking on a memo-
rable trip to North Carolina to visit family and then to Florida, where he and his sisters eagerly explored 
the wild in search of alligators. A diehard New England sports fan, Jackie remained loyal to his teams 
through thick and thin, embodying the spirit of perseverance and dedication. His recent adventures, 
shared laughs, and unwavering support for his loved ones will be fondly remembered by all who had the 
privilege of knowing him.

Jackie's life was a testament to the power of family, faith, and friendship. He will be profoundly missed 
by all who knew and loved him. As we bid farewell to Jackie D. we celebrate the remarkable man he was 
and the enduring impact he made on the world. Jackie would want each of us to know that we meant 
the world to him, and it was this bond that kept him going through the years. His spirit will continue to 
inspire us, and his memory will be treasured forever.

Relatives and friends are invited to calling hours on Tuesday, February 3, 2026, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., 
at F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home, 14 Independent Street, Rowley, MA, with a Funeral Service to 
commence at 7:00 p.m., Rev. Mark E. Ballard, officiating.

To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.
~ Arrangements entrusted to F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

Joaquim De Almeida III
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azine) and “a melancholy little mas-
terpiece” (American Songwriter). No 
Depression writes “Reardon is truly a 
treasure.” In 2023, Reardon was nomi-
nated as Vocalist of the Year by the Bos-
ton Music Awards. Learn more at Hay-
leyReardon.com. 
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EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

FOUND

RING FOUND 
on Dec. 19th next to the Rowley Town 
Hall handicap ramp. Call 978-948-2631 
with identifying features.  

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

DRIVERS WANTED 
FOR

EARLY MORNING 
DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast 
Areas

Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North 
Andover, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will sell the following vehicles on or after February 25, 2026 beginning at 10:00 am
by public or private sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and 
notices of sale.  Vehicles are being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1. 2013 Chevrolet Equinox VIN 2GNALBEKXD6127604
2. 2014 Honda Civic VIN 19XFB2F95EE215975
3. 2015 RAM 1500 VIN 1C6RR7LT8FS515585
4. 2011 Ford Fusion VIN 3FADP0L3XBR158602
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc.                                                                     2/4, (2/11), (2/18)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday February 19, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the 
Notice of Intent by applicant Todd Yovino for the property located at 47 Andrews 
Farm Road, Assessor’s Map 38-3-35 to repair and exiting septic system within 100-
feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                    2/4

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday February 19, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for 
the Amendment to the Order of Conditions #114-1397 by applicant Boxford 
Friendship Association for the property located at: 50 Four Mile Village, Map 19-2-
18 to permit the extension of a gravel road to access standing pipes for the Boxford 
Fire Department. 

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                    2/4

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby provided that the Town of Georgetown Planning Board will conduct 
a public hearing pursuant to M.G.L. c.40A, Sec. 5, on proposed amendments to the 
Zoning Bylaw §165 Use Regulations Schedule and §353-8 Revision of fee schedules 
and regulations and Bylaw Chapter 49 Earth Removal and Importation to add 
an enforcement section as well as update Georgetown Erosion & Stormwater 
Control Regulations Design Criteria. The purpose of the hearing is to consider public 
comments regarding Warrant Articles proposed by the Georgetown Planning Board.

The Public Hearing will be on Wednesday, 25 FEBRUARY 2026 at 7:15 p.m. This 
hearing will be held virtually via Zoom, at which time all interested persons may appear 
and be heard in relation thereto. The link to the Zoom meeting will be available on the 
Planning Board’s agenda which can be found on the Town’s Calendar of Upcoming 
Events at www.Georgetownma.gov 48 hours prior to the Public Hearing. The full 
text of the proposed amendments and potential changes are on file and available for 
inspection during normal business hours at Town Hall in the Planning Office, 1 Library 
Street, Georgetown, MA and can be viewed online at: https://georgetownma.gov/
government/boards___commissions/planning_board/index.php#outer-4757

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 26 
MARCH 2025 Planning Board meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of 
Georgetown website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting 
will be broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV Channel 9. Video 
recordings of this meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found 
at www.georgetownma.gov by choosing the Community TV option.

Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/87086454611 Meeting ID: 87086 454611 
Passcode: 146296

For more information about these Public Hearings or if you were unable to attend 
the hearing and would like to communicate your concerns or questions about this 
application, please send an eMail to the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.
gov . Written correspondence received before Noon on the day of the hearing will be 
accepted and read into the record.

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                           2/4, (2/11)

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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Come Home to Community News
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

JOIN THE 2026 – 2027 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Receive a custom certificate and recognition of support in the paper.

Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of 
Appreciation worthy of displaying and a weekly acknowledgement 

(your name, your business name...) printed within the newspaper for 12+ months. 
Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.

MAIL TO:
The Town Common

9 Hamilton Ter.
Georgetown, MA 01833.  

Or call us at
978-255-3015

$1,000 Publisher's Club

$100 Benefactor

$500 Community Hero

$50 Sponsor

$250 Media Patriot

$25 Newsie

CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State
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ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

List my donation as:

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

TMCome Home to Community News
TM

20% OFF 
Valentine’s Day Sale

Hugs and Kisses Bouquet
Whether for your significant other or your sister, aunt, or 
grandmother, this delightful floral gift is a sweet way to say 
“I love you.” Sweet price, too.

The charming bouquet includes: white daisy spray 
chrysanthemums, pink carnations, red miniature carna-
tions, red roses accented with fresh greenery.

SKU # T11Z100C Your Price: 
$51.99

Reg. Price: 
$64.99

Product availability varies by market and minimum order values may apply. 
A shipping fee of $20.99 is applied to U.S. orders; additional fees may apply for same-day delivery.

Call 1-844-846-1902 
to place your order

Use Promo Code MDVD188 to get 20% off
Promo code is only valid for phone orders.

‘Valentine Love’ Pet Food Drive-By
Saturday, February 14, 2026

10:00 am – 1:00 pm
Central Congregational Church

14 Titcomb St, Newburyport MA 01950
(Parking lot behind the church)

All donations will go directly to: 
First Parish Pet Food Pantry / Greater Newbury Elder Pet Fund
Salisbury COA Senior Pet Food Pantry
Salvation Army
Community Service of Newburyport

We can accept:
• **Canned dog and cat food (pate) - any brand, any variety

(including recently expired product)
• Dry dog and cat food - any brand, any variety (including recently 

expired product)
• Small kibble food for cats
• Small kibble food – no grain free for dog
•**Housetraining Pet ‘Pee-Pads’
• Opened bags of dry dog or cat food
• Litter boxes
• **Litter – small bags
• Clean Toys in like-new condition
• Bird food for pet birds
• You can support the ‘Valentine Love’ Pet Food Drive-By by

• donating funds at the drive-by event,
• donate online, 
• mail a check.

**Urgently needed items
For more information, contact Church Administrator at 
info@centralnewburyport,org or call 978-465-0533.

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) You need to 
be certain that all the right conditions are in 
place before you take the first step. It can’t hurt 
to listen to good advice from those who have 
your best interests at heart.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Be careful 
not to get involved in other people’s disputes 
unless you know the facts behind the disagree-
ments. This is the best way to be assured of mak-
ing wise and honest decisions.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You still need 
to be careful about how you’re going to spend 
the energy reserves that you finally got around 
to restoring. Best advice: Avoid overdoing it; let 
things take their course.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your aspect 
continues to favor travel — alone or with a spe-
cial person. So, if you’ve been putting off mak-
ing some getaway plans, it’s still a good time to 
get started on them.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some so-called 
golden opportunities that continue to dazzle the 
Lion still need to be carefully checked out. Be 
suspicious about anything that looks like the 
“perfect” prospect.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) 
Changes at the workplace could make it more 

difficult to do things the way that you prefer. 
But the wise Virgo who shows some flexibility 
could find it paying off in a big way.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) You 
might want to check out the explanation you 
were given for a sudden shift in your duties. 
There’s a possibility you haven’t been told all the 
facts that you deserve to know.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 21) 
Having confidence in your abilities is import-
ant, especially when you could be facing a new 
challenge, whether it’s in the workplace or in a 
personal relationship. Good luck!

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to Decem-
ber 21) A new work-related opportunity might 
not be all that it appears to be. Before making 
any decisions, you might want to check with 

others who have had some experience in this 
area.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 19) 
A situation involving someone close could ben-
efit from your timely intervention. Avoid being 
judgmental. There will be plenty of time later 
for the “little talks” you like to have.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 18) 
Travel could be a surprise element in a new 
project. Be prepared for other previously undis-
closed aspects that might also come to light as 
you proceed with the work.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) Try to 
balance your work-related responsibilities with 
the time that you’re spending on your recently 
revived social life. In addition, an old friend 
might be planning to return after a long absence. 


