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Newburyport: Learn a New Hobby at Tinkerhaus
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
NEWBURYPORT – David Smith 

and Heather Karp came to Tinker-
haus on a recent Wednesday night 
for a three-hour introductory class to 
woodworking. 

Karp, an artist, said she has long 
wanted to learn to work with power 
tools. Smith said he is expecting to be 
an empty nester soon and is looking 
to take up a hobby like woodworking. 

Learning from experienced wood-
workers Joe Morgan and Phillip 
Wales, the two adult students were 
introduced to various saws and cut-
ting machines. They learned about 
wood, the different types, weights and 
thicknesses.  

By the end of the $75 class, they 
would produce their own cutting 
board that in a store would have 
cost $100, executive director Mary 
McDonald said earlier. 

“Whether you grew up in a fam-

ily who built tree houses and tailored 
wedding gowns, or your people feared 
anything more complicated than a 
pair of scissors, Tinkerhaus can offer 
you the level of support you need to 
become a maker. You can learn wood-
working, fiber arts, jewelry making, 
decoupage, digital design and fabri-
cation.”

On Graf Road at the edge of the 
Newburyport Business Park, Tin-
kerhaus is chocked full of tools of all 
types and knowledgeable, friendly 
people who can guide and advise.

Tinkerhaus, now in its eighth year, 
has long been McDonald’s passion. “I 
think people should work with their 
hands,” she said.

McDonald, who has worked in 
museums and been involved with 
non-school-based education for most 
of her career, got involved with the 
maker space movement 15 years ago. 

Many of the 200 makers come to use 
the shop’s tools, including drills, sand-

ers and power saws, sewing machines 
and glue guns, pliers and even 3D 
printers. But even more important, 
Tinkerhaus is a sharing community 
where makers gladly help one another 
bring their ideas to life. 

“We are building a community for 
you,” the web site states. “We have 
people who can help you make a 
wooden tray, a pair of earrings, a Hal-
loween costume. We have surfaces 
that can handle paint and glue, and 

West Newbury Garden Club 
Scholarships now available!

Georgetown Family Dentistry State-of-the-Art Facility in Downtown Georgetown

The West Newbury Garden Club is 
pleased to offer two (2) $4,000 schol-
arships this year to a student resid-
ing in the Pentucket School District 
(West Newbury, Groveland or Merri-
mac). The scholarship is open to any 
senior or college student who attends 
or attended Pentucket High School, 
Whittier Regional, Essex North Shore 
Agricultural and Technical High, or a 
private high school.

GEORGETOWN – Surrounded by 
family, friends, and staff, Dr. Shradha 
Sharma, DMD, this past fall cut the 
ribbon at Georgetown Family Den-
tistry’s brand-new, state-of-the-art 
location in Georgetown, Massachu-
setts. The Greater Haverhill Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted the event, 

to make this happen, to our supporters 
in the community, and to the Cham-
ber for celebrating alongside us.”

Dr. Sharma first opened George-
town Family Dentistry in 2011. How-
ever, over time, the facility became too 
small to support the growing practice. 
So, when the opportunity for expan-

To be considered for the scholarship, 
students should plan to major in, or 
be majoring in, Environmental Stud-
ies, Biology, Earth Sciences, Engineer-
ing, Architecture, Landscape Design, 
Botany, Horticulture, Marine Biology, 
or any major that pertains to the envi-
ronment.

Demonstrating an interest in the 
environment and the community 

which also included local dignitaries 
and community leaders.

“This new building is a dream real-
ized  – we’ve built a space designed for 
comfort, innovation, and expanded 
patient care,” said Dr. Sharma. “I’m 
deeply grateful to everyone – from the 
team members who worked tirelessly 

sion arose, she jumped at the chance.
The new Georgetown Family Den-

tistry office, located at 51 West Main 
Street and next to the old location, 
is thoughtfully designed to offer 
enhanced patient comfort, patient 
flow, and advanced treatment capabil-
ities. Doubling in size from three treat-

ment areas to six, the expanded space 
will allow Dr. Sharma and her team to 
better serve families in Georgetown 
and surrounding communities with 
general, esthetic, and restorative ser-
vices in a welcoming environment. 
State-of-the-art scanning machines 
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TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

25 Wed 5:19 8.7 6:01 7.1 11:52 0.0 6:24 5:27

26 Thu 6:24 8.7 7:09 7.1 12:04 0.8 12:59 0.0 6:23 5:28

27 Fri 7:30 8.7 8:14 7.3 1:10 0.8 2:04 -0.1 6:21 5:30

28 Sat 8:33 8.8 9:13 7.6 2:16 0.6 3:04 -0.3 6:20 5:31

1 Sun 9:31 8.9 10:06 7.9 3:16 0.4 3:58 -0.4 6:18 5:32

2 Mon 10:24 9.0 10:54 8.2 4:11 0.1 4:47 -0.5 6:16 5:33

3 Tue 11:12 8.9 11:39 8.4 5:01 -0.1 5:31 -0.5 6:15 5:35

4 Wed 11:57 8.8 5:48 -0.2 6:12 -0.4 6:13 5:36

5 Thu 12:20 8.5 12:40 8.5 6:31 -0.2 6:51 -0.1 6:11 5:37

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
35 Y  E  / R   35 Y  E  / R   

N ,  C   R ! N ,  C   R ! 
L  • F  E  L  • F  E  
978-314-0140978-314-0140

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

Mello Trash Station Opens

GEORGETOWN – After nine 
years of what was described as “tri-
als and tribulation,” Jason Mello real-
ized his dream last week of opening 
the 15,000-square-foot trash transfer 
station. His father Greg Mello, who 
started the G. Mello Trash Disposal 
Corp. in 1978, cut the ribbon as fam-
ily, employees and a few town officials 
watched.

neers and landscape architects for cre-
ating the new facility, but singled out 
Nancy McCann, the attorney for the 
project, for special recognition. It was 
she who led the legal battle against 
staunch opposition from residents and 
a town board and commission, which 
initially denied permits to build the 
facility. 

In what Mello vice president Mark 
Van Weelden called its trials and trib-
ulations, the Planning Board and the 
Conservation Commission rejected the 
project initially, saying it was too big 
and created too many problems for the 
town in traffic management and envi-
ronmental concerns. 

To build the facility, Mello noted that 
the construction team was required to 

Jason Mello said he was told that 
building this facility was “a pipe 
dream,” that it would never be built. 
The nay-sayers, he said, included his 
father who started the trash company 
in 1978. 

The facility began operations Mon-
day morning, complete with a George-
town Police officer assigned to the 
Carlton Road – East Main Street inter-
section for the next four months.  

He praised his team of vendors, engi-

re-create 3-acres of wetlands to replace 
environmentally sensitive ones it 
removed.  

Ultimately, Mello won in state courts, 
which ordered the Planning Board and 
Conservation Commission to approve 
the trash disposal facility. None of the 
members of the health and planning 
boards or conservation commission 
attended the ribbon cutting. 

Attending were SelectBoard chair 
Robert Hoover and member Doug 
Dawes, Community Preservation 
Committee member Gary Fowler, plus 
Police Chief David Sedgwick and Lt. 
James Rodden. 

Mello squashed persistent rumors in 
town that the corporation was build-
ing the facility so the company could 

be sold to a larger trash dis-
posal company. “I’m not 
old enough to retire,” he 
said. “Besides, I don’t want 
to work for corporate Amer-
ica.”

With the opening of the 
new facility, the company 
has 90 days to clean up the 
old transfer station at 203 
East Main St., which is 
owned by the town. He said 
he has told Peter Durkee, 
the public works director, 
that the scales in the ground 
at the site and “anything 
else he wants” could stay for 
town use. 

The new station is limited 
by the town to 150 tons per 
day for the first two years. 
Mello must apply to the 

Greg and Jason Mello, family members and employees cut the ribbon on the new Mello Transfer Station. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––
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where you can set your piece to dry.”
Tinkerhaus strives to provide a safe 

environment where makers of all ages 
can engage in self-directed or sched-
uled activities that promotes creativ-
ity, problem solving, skill-building 
and critical thinking, the web site says. 

“We believe that all people are 
endowed with unique abilities to 
make things and that those abili-
ties should be fostered with learning 
opportunities.” 

For McDonald and her team, what 
Tinkerhaus offers has a greater mis-
sion. “We believe that the future of 
our community and our country are 
dependent upon our citizens becom-
ing more reliant on their own ingenu-
ity, innovation and industry,” the web 
site states.

If such an environment sounds 
good for you or members of your 
family, here are some opportunities 
you may to explore. 

In addition to the popular introduc-
tion to woodworking class, upcoming 
classes and events include a toy adap-

eliminate the need for uncomfortable teeth impressions, while cone 
beam X-ray machines take 3D and digital X-rays, making it easier 
to diagnose patients.

Because the space can accommodate more patients, Dr. Sharma is 
adding another dentist, hygienist, and dental assistant to the practice.

About Dr. Shradha Sharma
Dr. Sharma has been practicing dentistry in Massachusetts for 

20 years, 14 of those serving Georgetown and surrounding com-
munities. She 
is a graduate of 
Tufts Univer-
sity School of 
Dental Medi-
cine, where she 
also completed 
an esthetic den-
tistry residency. 
Before open-
ing Georgetown 
Family Den-
tistry in 2011, 
she spent more 
than eight years 
in research and 
teaching at Tufts 
Dental School, 
where she con-
tinues to serve as 
a visiting faculty 
member.  

With  two 
decades of clin-
ical experience, 
Dr. Sharma is a 
member of the 
American Den-
tal Association 
and the Massa-
chusetts Den-
tal Society. Her 
clinical and aca-
demic work has 
earned her recog-
nition in restor-
ative and esthetic 
dentistry, and 
she frequently 
lectures to col-
leagues and stu-
dents across the 
country.  ♦

tation workshop on March 19 where 
volunteers partner with the “May We 
Help” organization to learn step-by-
step how to adapt toys for children 
who are not able to play with toys in a 
traditional way. 

On March 26, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m., there is a paper flower work-
shop with in-house artist Tina, who 
teaches how to craft stunning blooms 
that never wilt. The fee is $40.

LEARN AT TINKERHAUS

GEORGETOWN FAMILY DENTISTRY

REACH BEYOND
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.

Come Home to Community News
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Learn to paint with watercolors 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on March 28 
with Margaret Dwyer, who holds a 
BFA and MFA in visual art and was 
the Artist in Residence for Marsh-Bill-
ings-Rockefeller National Historical 
Park in Woodstock VT. Tea and a cri-
tique are served. Cost: $150. 

Tinkerhaus also offers a variety of 
after-school programs and spring 
break programs for young artists.  ♦

 Joe Morgan demonstrates a saw to Heather Karp and David Smith 
at Tinkerhaus. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,

and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

advertise@thetowncommon.com
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Housing Sales Remain Flat

History of The Olde Town Dump, Georgetown, Mass.

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NORTH 
SHORE – The 
single-family 
housing mar-
ket over the last 
year showed 
signs of slowing 
in most catego-
ries except the 
price, which 
rose 1.5 per-

cent from January of 2005 to this Jan-
uary. 

This week I 
would like 
to share Part 
1 of  "If the 
Ground 
Could Talk" 
as prepared 
by James H. 
Boynton Jr.

town for permission to increase oper-
ations to 350 tons for the third year, 
450 tons for the fourth year and 550 
tons for the fifth year and beyond. The 
health board could then conduct a 
review of operations and order changes 
to the operations within six months 
after the expansion. 

The board required Mello to sub-
mit a report every two weeks on how 
much tonnage is being processed each 
day at the station. It is unclear if there 
would be an independent review of 
those reports.  

The highway engineer told the 
Planning Board that Carleton Road 
has been rebuilt. It will be striped in 
warmer weather.  

The major concern in town is the 
increase in large trucks using the Car-
leton Drive intersection with state Rte. 
133 (East Main Street) now that the 
station is open. The limit on tonnage 
for the first two years will reduce the 
number of large tractor-trailer trucks, 
which will haul trash from the station 

Condominiums saw a dip in the 
median price from $481,500 to 
$459,900 last month.  

“January reflects a steady start to 
the year on the North Shore,” said 
Lisa White, president of the North 
Shore Realtors. “While overall sales 
were down slightly compared to Jan-
uary 2025, inventory remains limited, 
which continues to support pricing, 
especially in the single-family mar-
ket, where median prices are up 1.5% 
year-over-year.”

She attributed the slowing of the 
market to “buyers are adjusting to the 

The Georgetown town dump was 
located on East Main Street at the same 
spot that the now Transfer Station is 
located today (soon to be relocated up 
the road on Carleton Drive). The Town 
Dump had a fifty year history provid-
ing Georgetown residents with refuse 
disposal ability from 1931 to 1981.

According to Georgetown native 
"history buff" Charles E. Flanders's 
article in the Georgetown Weekly Feb 
21, 1980 he said in part the follow-
ing: "Government, whether it be local, 

Salem, Saugus, Swampscott, Tops-
field, West Newbury and Wenham.

The median price of single-fam-
ily homes rose from $715,000 to 
$726,000, while the median price 
for condominiums dropped from 
$481,500 to $459,9000. 

The North Shore housing market 
continues to be a super sellers’ mar-
ket with inventory of homes low and 
dropping, according to the statistics 
provided by North Shore Realtors. 

For single-family homes, there were 
328 homes on the market a year ago, 
compared to 284 last month. The 

point the complaints started reaching 
the town officials for the foul smoke 
that would engulf neighbor's houses for 
days. After this when a fire accidentally 
started the fire department was called to 
put it out, sometimes in minutes, oth-
ers ranging from several days to a week. 

Weekends were a good place for pol-
iticians to make themselves known and 
for gathering signatures for a candi-
date or putting something on the town 
ballot. The dump also had its own 
wildlife consisting of the ever present 
cockroaches, the rats that lived in the 
dump and the cats that fed upon them 
as well as the seagulls that dined on 
the garbage. 

In 1961 the town warrant had two 
articles on the dump: one to appro-
priate $3,500 to purchase the dump 
land (28 acres from Roy C. Spaulding 
Sr.) and second $4,000 to maintain it 
as recommended by the State Board 
of Health. The articles passed and 
the land was purchased and became 
the official dump now owned by the 
town of Georgetown and was opened 
as such. A custodian was put on the 
payroll to tell people where, what and 
when they could dump. In the sev-
enties a new State Law required the 

to incinerators. 
In a letter to the town’s health board, 

Mello wrote: “GMD understands the 
concerns around truck traffic on Rt. 
133 and the safety concerns during 
AM and PM peak hours. GMD pro-
poses to allow transfer trailers to arrive 
and leave the site from 6:30 -7:30 a.m. 
and in the afternoon when school buses 
are NOT present on Carleton Drive. 
This proposal is consistent with the 
Planning Board's Special Permit which 

prohibits transfer trailers from access-
ing or leaving the site during the morn-
ing peak hour of 7:30 a.m.- 8:30 a.m. 
and during hours when school buses 
are present on Carleton Drive.”

In the first months after the station 
begins operations, the health board 
required several independent studies 
of noise, traffic congestion and odors. 
Based on the findings of those studies, 
the board can require more mitigation 
efforts by Mello.  ♦

current environment,” which includes 
stable interest rates. 

White’s advice: Well-presented and 
strategically priced homes are con-
tinuing to move quickly and often 
with multiple offers and very attrac-
tive terms.

Housing data encompasses 
Amesbury, Beverly, Danvers, Essex, 
Georgetown, Gloucester, Groveland, 
Hamilton, Haverhill, Ipswich, Lynn, 
Lynnfield, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
Marblehead, Merrimac, Middleton, 
Nahant, Newbury, Newburyport, 
Peabody, Rockport, Rowley, Salisbury, 

state or federal, has a habit of taking 
away anything private and substitut-
ing a public, regulated, costly political 
substitute. The dumps were no differ-
ent, for around 1931 in Georgetown, 
the private dumps were outlawed and 
the Town Dump came into operation. 

The land was owned by a Mr. Harry 
Adams who lived on East Main Street 
opposite the dump. The land com-
menced as a town dump in 1931 based 
on the 1932 Georgetown Town Report 
stating that $20 was spent for two years 
dump privileges at that location. The 
next year the town splurged with $10 
for the dump rental and $2 for a sign. 

It was open seven days a week with no 
gates and unsupervised. It was a junk 
dealer's paradise as quite a few profes-
sional and amateur collectors picked 
out the valuable metals, etc. for a profit. 
Sometime after 1945 Roy C. Spauld-
ing Sr. bought the dump land and he 
supervised the dumping operation 
and junk dealers were banned as Mr. 
Spaulding took over the junk depart-
ment while continuing rental agree-
ments to the town.

For years if the dump caught on fire it 
was left alone being a good way of dis-
posing of some of the debris. At some 

months of inventory was 1.2 a year 
ago, dropping to only one month. 
Experts consider four months of 
inventory to be a balanced market 
between buyers and sellers.

The condo market saw more inven-
tory, rising from 205 units a year ago 
to 234 last month. The months on the 
market rose from 1.5 for condomini-
ums to 1.7, a long way from being a 
balanced market.

This month marks the first time 
since March 2020 that average days a 
single-family home stayed on market 
for 50 or more. ♦

dump to be operated as a sanitary 
landfill. The dump was bulldozed, 
leveled off and covered with several 
feet of gravel eliminating an area that 
had been a mess for years." 

From my research I found that the 
first appointed town dump custodian 
was Albert W. Griffin who served 
from 1961 till he retired in 1965. In 
July of 1963 the selectman had Albert 
write down the registration numbers 
of the unknown cars coming to the 
dump to be checked for non-residents. 
On one weekend he compiled 219 
registrations to be checked into. His 
replacement was Ralph H. Fuller who 
served from May 1965 till he retired 
in Dec 1976. During Ralph's tenure: 
In May of 1965 town resident wind-
shield stickers were implemented to 
keep the out of towners out. In April 
of 1970 a water main was brought in 
for better fire control and in 1971 a 
very small donated shed with a little 
electric heater was brought in. It was 
actually not that much bigger than a 
telephone booth with a window in 
the door. This was done for the win-
ter and inclement weather to eliminate 
Ralph from sitting in his car with the 
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Focus on Real Estate

Sold Single Family Homes
      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73453742 SLD 10 High Street Salisbury, MA : Salisbury Beach AN4955 Detached 2  $699,900   $675,000 
73464448 SLD 284 High Street Newburyport, MA AN8750 Attached 2  $799,900   $865,000 
73463692 SLD 3 Marshall Drive West Newbury, MA AN4646 Detached 3  $865,000   $840,000 
73445392 SLD 29 Charlotte Road Ipswich, MA AN6212 Detached 3  $874,900   $862,000 
73432994 SLD 486 Main St Amesbury, MA AN6888 Detached 3  $925,000   $880,000 
73453201 SLD 144 High Rd Newbury, MA : Old Town AN7338 Detached 3  $949,900   $940,000 
73434314 SLD 22 Sagamore Rd Ipswich, MA AN6818 Detached 3  $959,000   $1,015,000 
73464422 SLD 32 Alderbrook Dr Topsfield, MA AN6886 Detached 3  $1,324,000   $1,392,500 
73464503 SLD 30 Bare Hill Road Boxford, MA AC1470 Detached 4  $1,749,900   $1,800,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

Continued from page 2
G. MELLO 

Georgetown SelectBoard Member Doug Dawes, Police Lt. James Rodden, 
Police Chief David Sedgwick, and SelectBoard Chair Robert Hoover 

at the ribbon cutting ceremony. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

bits of history shared 
by Kay Lee Ogden

Continued on page 8
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Essex County Farmers and Farmland 
Owners Invited to Free Planning 
Workshop, March 4 in Topsfield
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FUNERAL LIST
      Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger

Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone
Carol Ann Rhoades Hamilton, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Albert Webster Olson Rockport, MA Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Joseph E. “Jay” Butler Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home` Beverly 978-922-1113
Charles Sawyer Young III Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Jeffrey J. Gerrish Lebanon, CT Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
James Anthony Quinlivan Salem, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Jose “Iche” Diaz Peabody, MA Conway Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Nancy (Charest) Picone Methuen, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381
Donna J. (Sabino) Amor Boxford, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 978-774-0033
Maya Leigh Ortiz North Reading, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 978-774-0033
Glen Andrew Morrison Danvers, MA O’Donnell Cremation-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Virtudes Bautista Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremation-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-744-2350
Judith M. Knowlton Lynnfield, MA O’Donnell Cremation-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Judith A. Fortin Ipswich, MA O’Donnell Cremation-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
David H. Brown, Jr. Newbury, MA Paul C Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
Gertrude C. Gynan Northwood, MA Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Dennis Kolodze Stratham, MA Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
David Martin Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
David Michael Smith Amesbury, MA Twomey, LeBlanc, & Conte Funeral Home Newburyport 978-465-9323

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Agricultural Events - Issues

On Wednesday, March 4, from 6:00–
8:00pm, Greenbelt, Essex County 
Farm Bureau, and American Farmland 
Trust will host “Planning for the Future 
of Your Farm,” a free, interactive work-
shop for Essex County farmers and 
farmland owners at the Topsfield Fair-
grounds. A free dinner will be provided.

 “Farmland does not stay in agricul-
ture by accident,” says Karen Schwalbe, 
Executive Director of the Massachu-
setts Farm Bureau. “It takes planning, 
clear information, and access to the 
right resources. This workshop gives 
farmers the opportunity to hear directly 
from organizations that can help them 
make informed decisions about succes-
sion, land protection, business transfer, 
and long-term viability.”

Essex County is home to a vibrant 
farming community with deep histor-
ical roots, ranging from centuries-old 
family farms to next-generation start-
ups. In addition to providing access to 
fresh, locally grown food, these farms 
also support the regional economy, 
protect natural resources, and play 

West Newbury Ag 
Committee  Farmer 
Potluck on March 25th
from 5:30-7pm in the Town Hall 
Annex. Please bring a dish to share 
and water bottle. We look forward to 
connecting with each other and learn-
ing about your priorities for farming 
in town and how the Ag Committee 
can support.

The Committee meets on the first 

an important role in mitigating the 
impacts of climate change.

Yet despite their importance, Essex 
County’s farms are facing unprece-
dented pressures. Skyrocketing land 
prices create major barriers for young 
farmers seeking land or affordable hous-
ing, while farmland’s flat, cleared, and 
accessible terrain has made it increas-
ingly attractive to real estate develop-
ers. At the same time, many farmers are 
nearing retirement without a clear suc-
cessor in place. According to an Amer-
ican Farmland Trust study, between 
3,700 and 6,300 acres of Essex County 
agricultural land is projected to be con-
verted to non-farm uses by 2040.

To help farmers and landowners navi-
gate these challenges, this workshop will 
cover topics ranging from estate plan-
ning and land protection to farm tran-
sitions, family conversations, and fund-
ing opportunities. Speakers include 
representatives from Greenbelt, Amer-
ican Farmland Trust, Land For Good, 
the Massachusetts Department of Agri-
cultural Resources, The Carrot Project, 

Wednesday of each month at 4pm. 
Subscribe to the Ag. Committee's 
newsfeed through the Town website 
to stay up to date on agendas, events, 
and meeting minutes.

We are looking forward to learn-
ing more about how you would like 
the Agricultural Committee to sup-
port farming in West Newbury. If you 
have any questions please email us at 
wnagcommittee@gmail.com

MetroWest Mediation Services, and 
other farm-support organizations.

“This workshop will provide farmers 
with practical strategies to help them 
plan for the future of their farm busi-
ness and farmland,” says Vanessa John-
son-Hall, Greenbelt’s Director of Land 
Conservation. “Participants will learn 
how to protect, lease, finance, and 
transition their farms — and connect 
with experienced farm service provid-
ers who can support them every step of 
the way.”

There will also be ample time for net-
working, Q&A, and informal conver-
sations for landowners with specific 
questions.

The workshop will be held at 
Coolidge Hall, Topsfield Fairgrounds, 
207 Boston Street, Topsfield, from 
6:00–8:00pm. The event is free and 
open to the public. Advance regis-
tration required. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit https://bit.ly/
Farmland2026. ♦

 Leonard Farm, North Andover. Photo courtesy of Greenbelt.
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

FOUND

RING FOUND 
on Dec. 19th next to the Rowley Town 
Hall handicap ramp. Call 978-948-2631 
with identifying features.  

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

DRIVERS WANTED 
FOR

EARLY MORNING 
DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

Commissioned Advertising Sales 
Rep. Sought | Great opportunity to 
"create your own job."

If you are a good friendly person 
who seek so to make extra income, this 
opportunity can be customized for you. 
Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby provided that the Town of Georgetown Planning Board will conduct 
a public hearing pursuant to M.G.L. c.40A, Sec. 5, on proposed amendments to the 
Zoning Bylaw Article XIX Marijuana Businesses §165-156 through §165-163. The 
purpose of the hearing is to consider public comments regarding a Warrant Article 
proposed by the Georgetown Planning Board. These proposed changes will be to update 
the Town’s bylaws to address the legalization of marijuana delivery and marijuana social 
consumption in Massachusetts.

The Public Hearing will be on Wednesday, 11 MARCH 2026 at 7:10 p.m. This 
hearing will be held virtually via Zoom, at which time all interested persons may appear 
and be heard in relation thereto. The link to the Zoom meeting will be available on the 
Planning Board’s agenda which can be found on the Town’s Calendar of Upcoming 
Events at www.Georgetownma.gov 48 hours prior to the Public Hearing. The full text 
of the proposed amendments are on file and available for inspection during normal 
business hours at Town Hall in the Planning Office, 1 Library Street, Georgetown, 
MA and can be viewed online at: https://georgetownma.gov/government/boards 
commissions/planning_board/index.php#outer-4823

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 11 
MARCH 2026 Planning Board meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of 
Georgetown website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting 
will be broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV Channel 9. Video 
recordings of this meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found 
at www.georgetownma.gov by choosing the Community TV option.

Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84963913804 Meeting ID: 84963 913804 
Passcode: 803705

For more information about these Public Hearings or if you were unable to attend 
the hearing and would like to communicate your concerns or questions about this 
application, please send an eMail to the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.
gov . Written correspondence received before Noon on the day of the hearing will be 
accepted and read into the record.

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                         2/18, 2/25

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday March 5, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the 
Amendment to the Order of Conditions #114-1403 by applicant Victor Palermo for 
the property located at: 18 MacDonald Drive, Map 13-3-12 to amend an existing 
Order of Conditions and associated approved plan to include a proposed detached 
garage, accessory dwelling unit and associated site improvements, portions of 
which would be within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                    2/25

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

CLASSIFIED ADS
30 words, 30 days, $30!

(4 weeks for $30)
advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE HELP WANTED
SEEKING... MEETINGS

ANTIQUES
LINE DANCING

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

HELP WANTED REACH BEYOND
YOUR TOWN.

LET THEM SEE YOU IN...

This ad: $49
Come Home to Community News

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!

Find Your Customers!
$32/wk      advertise@TheTownCommon.com 
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Ice Dam?

PROTECT
YOUR

PROPERTY

Ask for Frankie!
Home, Business,

Condos, Apartments

ICE DAM REMOVAL
SPECIALISTS

through extra-curricular activities or 
employment is another consideration 
for the scholarship.

Applications are due April 6, 2026 
and can be found on the West New-
bury Garden Club’s website, wngc.
org.   Complete the entire West New-
bury Garden Club Scholarship Appli-
cation, including an essay describ-
ing why you are interested in a career 
related to the environment and how 
that interest has developed.  A high 
school or college transcript and two 
letters of recommendation from aca-
demic teachers, one a science teacher, 
are also required.

All materials should be emailed to 
karen.clagett@gmail.com by April 6, 
2026.   ♦

Continued from page 1

WEST NEWBURY 
SCHOLARSHIPS

engine running to keep warm while on duty. At 
one juncture I brought my saber saw and cut 
a slot under the window so Ralph could com-
municate and take in any fees rather than keep 
opening the door and continually losing all the 
heat. His replacement was Joanne Fellows from 
1977 to 1978. During Joan's tenure the Board 
of Health initiated a fee of 25 cents for each tire 
brought in to the dump. Soon she had to make 
a rule that people showing up with large bills 
for a small payment would be prohibited from 
leaving their tires until they returned with the 
proper change. People dumping material out-
side the gates when closed was occurring more 
frequently as was vandalism at the dump. In the 
seventies there were some attempts at recycling 
to lessen the impact on the dump and help save 
space. People in general were not into recycling 
then. The board of health said in 1978 that most 
people do not bother to take their newspapers 
and magazines the few extra feet to the recy-
cling truck at the dump.

Additionally I found that all the dump custo-
dians were also appointed as special police at 
the dump to back up their instructions if needed.

The Board of Health assumed the respon-
sibility for managing the town dump literally 
from 1979 till the dump was officially closed in 
1981. To stay within their budget they reduced 
the operational hours at the dump and had the 
equipment operator also become the dump cus-
todian, who must be on site when the dump is 
open to cover over material as it is deposited, as 
required by the state.

That closing began with a contract agreement 
in place between Georgetown and G. Mello 
Disposal Corp. who leased land (two acres) and 
built a transfer station at the dump site location. 
The G. Mello Disposal Corp. also agreed to run 
the dump during the transfer station's construc-
tion and work around the contractor during the 
final capping phase of the Town Dump. The 
new transfer station officially opened on July 
1, 1981 and began accepting trash at a cost 
of 50 cents per bag or barrel. The State man-
dated dump capping process of (3 phases) took 
around 15 years at a cost of over a million and 
a half dollars to completion.

When I was a young boy growing up at 9 Elm 
Street I used to go to the dump with my father 
when he took the ashes from our cellar that 
were generated from our central coal burning 
furnace. The ashes were in metal barrels with 
handles that he tied on to the front bumper of 
his 1936 Chevy. The road into the dump was 
straight but quite narrow and if there were no 
cars coming out my father would let me sit on 
his lap and steer the car to my delight. But when 
he saw a car coming out my father would take 

over th wheel until it passed. Over the years the 
dump kept moving around a hill to the right 
that had tall pine trees on it. As the dump kept 
expanding around that hill the dumping area got 
bigger and deeper.

I kind of knew the second town dump cus-
todian Ralph Fuller from when I was growing 
up, mostly from him delivering ice from Elliott 
Bros. to our house for the ice box and to Camp 
Leslie in the summer. Ifl was at the truck watch-
ing he would always chip off a small piece of 
ice for me. He also delivered our coal on occa-
sion from Elliott Bros. as well. Ralph also 
served four consecutive three year terms on 
the Georgetown Board of Public Welfare and 
in 1975 Ralph received one write in vote for 
selectman as a joke.

When I used to go to the dump Ralph Fuller 
was usually sitting in his car keeping an eye 
on things and I can assure you he didn't miss 
much! He had a canny insight in poking around 
with a stick and finding hidden money in some-
thing that was forgotten about or that a parent 
didn't know about and got thrown away.

I once recall siting in Ralph's little red falcon 
car talking with him as he was waiting for his 
adult son "Joe the Gripper" to bring him a fried 
scallop dinner from Watson's restaurant which 
he brought riding on his bicycle being his only 
mode of transportation.

Ralph had many interesting stories to tell, one 
of which when he was younger he would walk 
three miles over to Kelsey's Nursery in Boxford, 
cut and split two cords of wood and then walk 
the three miles home. He told me how much 
he got paid but I don't remember, although it 
did impress me as to how little it was. Ralph 
would talk of the depression days and how he 
put apple cider vinegar on his baked beans for 
taste. I tried it, liked it and still do it to this day.

At the dump when the bulldozer started push-
ing the trash around the Rats would come out 
scurrying all around and often you would see 
some twenty two rifles engaged in target prac-
tice - usually from the bed of their pickup trucks 
for a better vantage point.

The old Town Dump is gone, but only cov-
ered out of sight. Who knows what will be 
found there in the future, maybe some "obso-
lete" pennies that Ralph Fuller missed from the 
old "obsolete" Town Dump.

Content notes:
1. Information taken from the Georgetown 

Peabody Library's - Online Local History 
(1842-2012).

2. Extracted information taken from the 
Charles E. Flanders article in the Georgetown 
Weekly Feb 21, 1980.

3. Personal knowledge and experiences.
Tempus Fugit 

James H. Boynton Jr.
2025

Continued from page 4
GEORGETOWN DUMP


