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West Newbury Bridge 7+ Years Later

Boxford's 
Paisley's
Farm:

Wishing
You

Warmth
&

Peace
in the

New Year

Newburyport Whale Watching and the Plight of Whales

Connection Isn’t Seasonal: 
Winter Programming at the Groveland COA

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

WEST NEWBURY – Closed to 
vehicles for more than seven years, 
the Middle Street/Plummer Springs 
Bridge on the border of West New-
bury and Newburyport now has a 
deck over the Upper Artichoke Res-
ervoir, the drinking water supply for 
both communities.

According to West Newbury offi-
cials, construction on the project is 
ahead of schedule, although peat was 
discovered in the ground below the 
bridge, which would not support 
the bridge’s foundation. The peat is 

NEWBURYPORT – If you love 
whales, the Custom House Maritime 
Museum has got a treat waiting for 
you. 

On 2026’s first First Friday lec-
ture, Kristin Daley, a marine natural-
ist at the Newburyport Whale Watch 
will speak at 6:30 p.m. Friday about 

GROVELAND – Winter 
doesn’t have to mean staying 
home or feeling disconnected. 
At the Groveland Council 
on Aging (Groveland COA), 

January and February are filled with reasons to get out, 
gather, and enjoy time together—whether that’s through 
a shared laugh at the movies, a moment of calm and cre-
ativity, or a welcoming space to simply show up.

This winter, the Groveland COA is offering programs 
that feel easy, inviting, and meaningful. From Movie 
Mondays and community lunches to relaxed outings 
and social gatherings, winter programming is designed 

scheduled to be excavated this sum-
mer. The schedule was delayed two 
months earlier. 

Costing West Newbury and 
Newburyport each $275,000, the 
bridge is scheduled to be completed 
before November. The bridge’s con-
struction costs are offset by a $1 mil-
lion-grant to West Newbury from 
the state’s MassWorks and separate 
MassDOT Small Bridge grants to 
West Newbury and Newburyport of 
$750,000 each. West Newbury also 
used $25,000 of its American Res-
cue Plan Act funds in January 2024 

Newburyport Whale Watching and 
the Plight of Wales.  

“Take a deep dive with naturalist 
Kristin Daley into the biology, behav-
ior, migration and communication of 
whales in our Gulf of Maine back-
yard,” announced Julia Bradley-La-
Bonte, the museum’s senior manager. 
“What helps these giants thrive, and 
what threatens them? Learn about 

to make the colder months feel warmer and more con-
nected.

There are also opportunities to slow down and recharge. 
January programming includes a Memory Café Sound 
Bath on January 12, a gentle, sensory-based experience for 
individuals with memory loss and their care partners—an 
example of how the COA creates space for calm, connec-
tion, and care alongside social fun.

Staying active remains part of the winter rhythm at 
the Groveland COA. Programs such as Drums Alive—a 
fun, music-based movement class using stability balls and 
drumsticks—along with ongoing fitness and yoga classes, 

conservation, protection efforts, and 
stories from the water that bring this 
ecosystem to life closer to you.”

Daley is a marine naturalist with 
the whale watch and a traveling 
ocean educator with The Whalemo-
bile. She has spent nine seasons study-
ing whales primarily in the Gulf of 
Maine, Hawai‘i and South Africa. 

The deck for the bridge was poured in December (Photo provided by the town of West Newbury)

LARGEST DISTRIBUTION ACROSS THE NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NHLARGEST DISTRIBUTION ACROSS THE NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
www.thetowncommon.com        Wednesday, January 7, 2025 - Vol. 22, No. 11 FREEFREE

The 
Region's 
Largest 
Weekly

Distribution

Happy New Year...Happy New Year...

Continued on page 3

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2

FREEFREE
SHARE WITH A FRIEND

Kristen Daley watching for whales. (Photo courtesy of the Newburyport Custom House Maritime Museum)
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TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

7 Wed 1:58 8.3 2:13 8.9 8:03 0.1 8:35 -0.5 7:13 4:25

8 Thu 2:47 8.2 3:04 8.4 8:56 0.2 9:23 -0.2 7:13 4:26

9 Fri 3:37 8.1 3:57 7.9 9:50 0.5 10:12 0.3 7:13 4:27

10 Sat 4:28 8.0 4:50 7.4 10:45 0.6 11:02 0.7 7:12 4:28

11 Sun 5:19 7.9 5:46 7.0 11:41 0.8 11:54 1.0 7:12 4:29

12 Mon 6:12 7.8 6:43 6.7 12:39 0.9 7:12 4:31

13 Tue 7:05 7.8 7:40 6.5 12:47 1.3 1:36 0.8 7:11 4:32
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REGIONAL – The Town Common 
newspaper welcomes Nate Allard, 
the former president of the Greater 
Newburyport Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, to its team as a 
senior Newburyport and Salisbury 
advertising sales consultant. 

Born in Newburyport and raised in 
Salisbury, Nate’s reach is much further 
than either of the two cities he knows 
so well. He has spent his career help 
businesses of all types succeed, work-
ing with businesses large and small 
find unique, creative ways to keep 
their name in the forefront of exist-
ing clients while reaching out for new 
clients to bring health to his client’s 
businesses. 

In his advertising sales consultant 
role, Nate brings his proven focus of 
attention on select clients to maintain 
or achieve their highest goals. Call 
Nate at 978-270-5219.

He joins a proven team for the 
growing Town Common newspaper that 
includes Brenda Ernst and Jullian 

‘Julz’ DeSantis. 
Brenda has spent much of her time 

on the upper North Shore and South-
ern New Hampshire Coast helping 
banks, investment firms, pizza shops 
and other retailers, including unique 
game shops sustain and thrive over 
the ups and downs that businesses 
face through the sell cycles each year. 

Rowley is a primary focus, but her 
talents and energy cannot be con-
tained in one town. An avid hiker, 
dog walker, and traveler, Brenda is 
committed to supporting local busi-
nesses, people, activities and commu-
nity. Brenda can be reached at 978-
810-5078.

If your business is in Ipswich, Box-
ford, Georgetown, Groveland and 
Haverhill, you need to talk with Julz 
DeSantis about promoting your busi-
ness throughout the North Shore. Julz 
joined the The Town Common advertis-
ing team earlier last year and brings a 
wealth of enthusiasm. She is eager to 
help local schools, repair shops, dog 
groomers, estate planners and spe-
cialty businesses find new clients. Call 
Julz 978-626-7443.

While other newspapers are shrink-
ing in circulation, The Town Common
enters 2026, its 22nd year, growing 
together with its advertisers. 

The Town Common continues to buck 
the trend of many newspapers expe-
riencing a decline in readership and 
advertising revenue because it remains 
free, adds more papers to its wide-
spread distribution, provides a lively 
design delivering an unbiased cov-
erage of our communities, from art 
classes to selectboard meetings, fire, 

police, and everything in between.
As our readers and advertisers tell 

us weekly, The Town Common  is a fun, 
well-written paper, that keeps them 
connected to their communities in a 
way that social media doesn’t.

One of our advertisers volunteered: 
“If I advertise, I get customers, new 
and old coming in. They don’t say 
where they saw me, but they come. 
And I know when I don’t advertise, 
they tend to get busy or forget, then I 
advertise, and well, they’re back!  So, I 
just let it roll and things do well.”

Another advertiser shared: “You 
know, if I only advertised here (in 
my city) then that’s all the customers 
I would reach. I find that advertising 
in a fun weekly paper that has some 
sticking power – sticks around – and 
spreads a large net around (the area) 
I get surprised when I get customers 
from all over.”

Our professional distributor places 
The Town Common in hundreds of 
locations - that’s only the beginning. 
We share the paper with hundreds 
of businesses, and now with our free 
wire racks, it appears at community 
centers and museums. We’ve added 
street boxes in Georgetown, Grove-
land, West Newbury, Rowley, Salis-
bury and have many more to deploy. 

Pick up the paper each week on 
Wednesday. If your business wants 
one of our red boxes outside, or a wire 
rack inside, just let us know and we’ll 
be happy to share the paper each week 
at your location!

Contact one of our friendly 
sales reps or visit us at Advertise@
TheTownCommon.com.  •

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

Julz DeSantis Nate Allard Brenda Ernst

Meet the Team Who Serves You

Continued from page 1
GROVELAND COA

offer accessible ways to move, stay 
energized, and connect with others 
throughout the season. Transporta-
tion support is available to help Grov-
eland residents take part with ease.

“Connection isn’t a luxury—it’s 
essential, especially in winter,” said 
Alyssa Lee, Director of the Groveland 
COA. “Our work is about creating 
spaces where people feel comfortable 

showing up, asking questions, having 
fun, and planning for what’s next.”

As the Groveland COA looks 
ahead, community voice continues to 
guide its work. Residents are invited 
to share feedback through the Liv-
ing & Aging in Groveland commu-
nity survey, available online through 
the Town of Groveland website or by 
contacting the Groveland COA for a 
paper or phone option.

Most programs are free or low-cost, 
and programming is open to Grove-
land residents and individuals from 
surrounding communities.

For a full January–February 2026 
calendar or more information, con-
tact the Groveland COA at 978-372-
1101 or visit the Town of Groveland 
website 

CALLING ALL SINGERS 
Newburyport  Choral Society

REGIONAL – Please come sing 
with us in our 91st year! 

The Newburyport Choral Society 
(NCS) is a non-auditioned commu-
nity chorus that welcomes singers of 
all ag-es from Essex County, southern 
NH, and the seacoast area.  

Register now to sing selections 
from Felix Mendelssohn’s dramatic 
oratorio Elijah, and newly published 
choral works of his older sister, Fanny 
Mendelssohn Hensel.

Our first two rehearsals of the 2026 
spring semester are OPEN for any-
one to experience the chorus with no 
obligation to pay.

 TIME: 7:00pm Tuesday, January 
13 & 20

PLACE: Belleville Church, 300 

High Street, Newburyport 
 Please fill out the new member 

inquiry form so we have music ready 
for you to borrow. Advanced singers 
may audition for our "NCS Cham-
ber Singers" group. The new member 
form is availabe at: 

tinyurl.com/choralsocietyspring
As a chorus member you will expe-

rience:
• a rewarding and creative atmosphere
• an expansion of your musical 

horizons
• the warm camaraderie of our chorus 

members
• satisfaction from contributing to the 

culture of our community
• an opportunity to audition for select 

repertoire    •

Continued from page 1
BRIDGE REBUILD UNDERWAY AFTER 2018 CLOSING

to support on-going expenses needed 
to secure these grants.

In addition, both communities are 
getting reclaimed granite from the 
old bridge that they can use for other 

projects. 
The bridge, closed in 2018 when a 

spandrel wall failed, was designed by 
engineer, BSC Group and is being 
built by the S&R Construction.  •
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and is growing 
in impenetrable 
thickets in for-
ests and along 
road sides.

The best rem-
edy is to remove 
this bully from 
your landscape 
and plant native 
trees and shrubs that provide outstand-
ing autumn colors and high functional 
value to our shared ecosystem. The fol-
lowing is a list of native plants to con-
sider adding to your landscape.

Trees
Oxydendrum arboreum       ~25’
Nyssa sylvatica  ‘Red Rage’   ~40’
Amelanchier x grandiflora  

               ‘Autumn Brilliance’   ~20’
Shrubs
Viburnum prunifolium   ~12’
Viburnum cassinoides     ~6’
Aronia Arbutifolia  

                 ‘Brilliantissima’  ~8’
Vaccinium corymbosum ~5’
Fothergilla major   ~8’
Small Shrubs
Fothergilla gardenii   ~3’
Aronia melanocarpa

   ‘Low Scape Mound’   ~3’
Rhus aromatica   ~2’
See also: Free List of Native Plants for 

New England Gardens, Umass Exten-
sion Landscape, Roberta Clark. •

Ida Wye is the principal of Ida Wye 
Designs, offering landscape design,  con-
sultation, implementation, and resto-
ration. Ida was green long before it was 
fashionable. She is committed to creating 
gardens that heal our planet, one land-
scape at a time. Ida graduated from U. 
Mass. Amherst with a B. S. in Plant and 
Soil Sciences before working for the U.S. 
D. A. and teaching Horticulture. After 
studying Landscape Design at Radcliffe, 
she began working independently. She 
later studied Urban Forestry and Wetland 
Science. www.idawyelandscapes.com

The Town Common
LOYAL ADVERTISERS WITH LOYAL CUSTOMERS

advertise@TheTownCommon.com      978-255-3015

Continued from page 1

WHALES

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Mercury and Princecraft Boats

“Left Overs”
Move it Out Sale!

Plant Matters
Let us just burn 

Burning Bush.

I’ve been con-
cerned about 
“introduced” 

ornamental plants from countries out-
side the USA since I worked for the 
U.S.D.A. (U. S. Department of Agri-
culture) in the Port of New York. I 
have been working in the green indus-
try over the last four decades and have 
become alarmed by the negative impact  
that ‘invasive’ ornamental plants have 
had on local ecosystems. One shrub 
that has been classified as a significant 
threat to local ecosystems is Euony-
mous alatus which was introduced from 
Asia. This shrub - commonly known as 
Burning Bush or Winged Euonymous - 
is prized for red and persistent fall foli-
age. Masses of these plants have been 
deliberately planted from parking lots 
to suburban plots.

So how did this plant become a men-
ace to local ecosystems? It can grow 
almost anywhere, from deep shade to 
full sun, in any soil type as well as from 
dry to wet conditions. It is such an 
unappealing meal to wildlife that even 
deer abhor it and do not impede its 
rampant colonization. This miscreant 
is successfully competing with native 
plants that are essential for forest suc-
cession and bird migration. Climate 
change is providing a strategic advan-
tage to Burning bush. Birds need vital 
calories for successful migration and are 
migrating later due to climate change, 
but many of the native plants that pro-
vide the most nutrient dense berries are 
ripening before birds begin their jour-
ney. Consequently, birds are consum-
ing berries that are produced later and 
are more persistent. Burning Bush ber-
ries are abundant at this crucial time  
but provide less nutrition. Birds must 
eat more of these berries and, inadver-
tently, consume and disperse Burning
Bush disproportionately to native plants 

by Ida Wye

She has experience tagging sharks, 
rehabilitating sea turtles and is com-
pleting her master’s degree in Marine 
Conservation Biology.

The lecture is free for museum 
members and $10 for non-members 
and guests. Register at the museum’s 
web site customhousemaritimemu-
seum.org/events/

A reception will be held at 5:30 pm 
at the museum. •

A group called Partners in Democ-
racy will be coming to the George-
town Peabody Library on Saturday, 
January 10 at 10:00 am to speak 
about the  ballot questions that will 
be on the ballot later this year.

Some of the issues covered will be:
•  Fairer legislative pay 

       (“stipend reform”)
•  Legislative transparency
•  Same-day voter registration
• Restoring voting rights for folks

       incarcerated for felony
       convictions

•  Voter I.D. requirements for 
      voting

This event is open to the public so 
please consider attending and spread 
the word to your members. These bal-
lot questions are vitally important and 
provide a chance for voters to make 
the necessary changes that our elected 
officials won't make.

Hope to see you there! 
    Lenny Mirra

GEORGETOWN
State-Wide 

Ballot Questions 
Discussion 
Jan. 10th 
10 A.M.

at the Public 
Library

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026
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DEATH NOTICES 
      
Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger

Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone
Anne M. Creeden Danvers, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Joseph N. Gallant Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Frances M. Gobeille Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Patricia Alice Lane Durham, NH Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-3442
Justin Michael Grande Hanson, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Sharon Ann (Belanger) Tellier Haverhill, MA Berube-Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-373-5668
Michael Joseph Sullivan II Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home Andover 978-470-8000
James Stefanile, Jr Newton, NH Conte-Giamberardino Funeral Home Georgetown 978-352-8700
Mildred Wasileski Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Amy M. Schofield Rowley, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Speros P. Brown Manchester, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Lorraine D. Seibel New York City Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Salvatore J. Aiello Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Thomas Cericola Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Lewis Vadeboncoeur Haverhill, MA Dole, Childs & Shaw Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-1120
Michael Joseph Kelleher Haverhill, MA HL Farmer & Sons Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-9311
Edward P. “Eddie” Chernesky Haverhill, MA HL Farmer & Sons Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-9311
Ronald Baldeinelli, Sr. Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Filomena C. Morton Peabody, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem, MA 978-744-0497
Olga Mercedes (Michel) Castillo Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Wanda (Rideout) Cormier Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Helen Salerno Peabody, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Diane (Eaton) Bochynski Beverly, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Beverly Mae (Bush) Hill Newburyport, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
Timothy B. Fowler Newburyport, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
Stephen Dennia Gallup Rye, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Kimberly (Dreyer) Grondin Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500

ment on January 13th between 6:00 – 
7:00 p.m. at First Church, 1 Arbor St., 
Wenham. Alternative audition times 
can be arranged as needed. 

Please email info@cantemus.org 
to schedule your audition. For audi-
tion details, visit www.cantemus.org/

signing of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence with an all-American program 
ranging from George Gershwin and 
Irving Berlin to Judy Collins.

Cantemus singers come from across 
the North Shore and from the Boston 
area to New Hampshire: Amesbury, 

about-us/auditions/.
Cantemus’ Spring 2026 concerts 

on May 2nd and 3rd, “A Salute to the 
Great American Songbook,” in collab-
oration with jazz-pop-folk vocalist and 
local celebrity Miranda Russell, will 
celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 

Beverly, Bradford, Durham NH, Essex, 
Georgetown, Gloucester, Hamilton, 
Haverhill, Ipswich, Lexington, Man-
chester, Melrose, Newburyport, North 
Reading, Rockport, Roslindale, Salem, 
South Hamilton, Topsfield, Wenham, 
and West Newbury. •

Cantemus Chamber Chorus, now 
in its 44th year of providing the North 
Shore with imaginative and skillful 
choral performances, invites tenor and 
bass singers to audition for the spring 
semester and beyond.  Ten-minute 
auditions will take place by appoint-

Cantemus Invites Tenor and Bass Singers to Audition

Your Ad
$49

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Where local businesses, get loyal customers.

Don't miss what's going on in your community!
Sign up for 

The Town Common's
weekly e-mail!  Visit:

thetowncommon.com
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Remdering for The Residences at 2 Sunset Blvd. (Image provided by North Shore Realty Group

ESTATE PLANNING MADE EASY
Light bites, coffee & tea!

Join us for a free event 
designed to make Wills
and Trusts feel easy and 
approachable.

Enjoy complimentary food and wine
while we simplify Wills, Trusts, and key

decisions. No jargon, no pressure; 
just clear, practical guidance 

for your next steps.

Start the New Year off right!

Learn about Wills and Trusts with no 
jargon and no pressure. Drop in and 
get your questions answered.

Estate Planning ‘Over Easy’
Morning Event Evening Event

Estate Planning 101: 
Sip & Secure Your Future

www.legacygurus.com

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 14 
8:30 -10:30 AM

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 21
6 - 8 PM

Reserve your spot:   978-351-8383    |  rocio@legacygurus.com
40 Kenoza Ave., Haverhill, MA40 Kenoza Ave., Haverhill, MA

Reserve your spot:   978-351-8383    |  rocio@legacygurus.com

Amanda Wright, Esq.

R E A L T Y  G R O U P , I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

A New Gateway to Plum Island

Focus on Real Estate: Featured Property

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

PLUM ISLAND – The character of 
residences on this 11-mile barrier island 
has been undergoing major change over 
the last decade. Once a popular vaca-
tion destination where people from all 
over the Northeast rented cottages to 
enjoy the beach.

Sunburned, hungry and thirsty, the 
beachgoers would gather at one of a 
handful of bars and restaurants, most 
notably the Plum Island Grille, where 
they watched the sun set over the Great 
Salt Marsh.  

“The Plum Island Grille has a glori-
ous past,” said Mark Friery, who once 
owned and operated the grille and now 
is selling the property probably as two 
spectacular condos that will have bal-
conies and decks on three levels offer-
ing views not only of the marsh, but the 
Atlantic as well.

“For anyone serious about living on 
the island to find a place that has such 
spectacular views, it’s a dream come 
true,” Friery said.

The island is rapidly transitioning 
from a beach community to an urban 
village, said veteran Realtor Frank Ber-
tolino with The North Shore Realty 
Group last week. Summer residents 

ing down, Bertolino said interest from 
builders and developers in this property, 
listed at $1,375,000, has been growing 
rapidly. Compared to other island list-
ings, “This is a deal,” Friery said. 

Particularly appealing is that Friery at 
his expense has secured approval from 
the town of Newbury, which saves a 
buyer both money and months of time. 

Having those permits, “Anything is 
possible,” Bertolino said. It could be a 
made into a six-bedroom, five-bath sin-
gle-family home or family compound 

once knew only those who came with 
them. “Now, everybody knows every-
body,” Bertolino said.

Approved plans for this 
12,000-square-foot gateway lot, the 
Residences at 2 Sunset Blvd., is for two 
townhomes with a total of 4,100 square 
feet. Each home would have three bed-
rooms and 2.5 baths. Built on stilts to 
protect against flooding, the building, 
as designed, would have a Key West 
feel, but the architect Scott & Brown 
can make any changes a developer or 
builder choose. 

To enjoy the sunset overlooking the 
marsh and the Merrimack River, the 
homes feature a 60-foot-long, 8-foot-
wide front balcony, plus a rear, sec-
ond-floor balcony off each master suite. 
And there is a covered 250-square-foot 
rooftop deck that provides a private 
view of the ocean. 

On the first floor is an eat-in kitchen, 
living room, laundry, half bath and 
mud room. The master suite with a full 
bath is on the second floor and opens to 
the balcony where the owners can relax 
with a coffee or cocktail. The second 
floor in each home also has two more 
bedrooms, another full bath and a sit-
ting room or office.  

Now that mortgage rates are com-

on one of the region’s most popular 
beaches. 

Or a developer can take on the proj-
ect and sell each townhome for about 
$1.9 million, Bertolino said. 

For those who pine for a restaurateur 
to restore the Plum Island Grille of old, 
it was not for lack of trying by Friery 
and Bertolino. 

“We had restauranteurs here looking 
at the space from as far away as New 
York City,” Bertolino said. 

But each prospect, after running the 

financials, concluded that the Grille 
could not be restored after the cus-
tom-made bars and interior was van-
dalized when the restaurant was closed.  

The market for Plum Island restau-
rants has also changed. The popular 
Sunset Club was built on the site of an 
old gasoline station across the street. 
And nearby Newburyport offers an 
array of well-frequented restaurants. 

For more information, contact 
Bertolino at The North Shore Realty 
Group. •
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

MINI-AD
BIG IMPACT!
Find Your Customers!

$20!
advertise@thetowncommon.com
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EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell an old boat, a huge lot of old piano 
sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

FOUND

RING FOUND 
on Dec. 19th next to the Rowley Town 
Hall handicap ramp. Call 978-948-2631 
with identifying features.  

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT, PROFESSIONAL

We're looking for YOU, and we think you might be looking for us.
As an sales consultant, you’ll enjoy meeting with community business leaders, returning phone calls, talking with 

advertising clients, and most importantly, help deliver loyal customers to our dedicated advertisers.
You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, while earning generous commissions and residuals. There is 
no cap on earnings. So, if you’re a good person with clear communication skills and are seeking a serious opportunity to make 
money, then contact us at The Town Common.

editor@TheTownCommon.com
  

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

  An oversized business card sized ad in this paper costs as low as $49. 
  What a great way to sell your boat, promote your group, promote your business...  
  We're here to do all the graphics for free!  Graphics 'R Us.    The Town Common

Accessible / Chair Yoga Teacher 
Training

Accessible / Chair Yoga Teacher 
Training

Sun, Jan 11, 2026 | 1–4 PM. Veasey 
Park, Groveland. Learn to confidently 
teach inclusive, chair-based and mat-
supported yoga for all abilities. Perfect 
for teachers, caregivers, and anyone 
expanding their practice. Supportive, 
practical, and empowering. Investment: 
$250 Price increase 1/3/25. Book at: 
https://yogatofarms.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM to 
act on an application received December 9, 2025 from Hunter and Sherry Wagner.  
Applicant(s) is requesting a Special Permit from RPZB sec 6.1.3.1. for a variance to 
front set back and/or a Finding pursuant to RPZB sec 5.4.2.  The property is located 
at 25 Railroad Ave in the Outlying district and is shown on Assessors’ Map 27, 
Parcel 118.  The meeting will be held at Town Hall, 139 Main St in the second floor 
auditorium. At the public hearing, members of the public may ask questions 
and present evidence that supports either the approval or denial of this petition.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                 1/7 (1/14)

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing will be held in accordance with MGL c 40B on Wednesday, 
January 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM to act on a Comprehensive Permit Application 
received December 22, 2025 from Rowley Farms Development LLC.  Applicant(s) 
is requesting a Comprehensive Permit for the construction and operation of a 
proposed 395-unit rental style, multi-family housing community.  The property 
is located at land off Haverhill St and Silva Lane in the Outlying, Residential and 
Water Resource Protection districts and is shown on Assessors’ Map 8, Parcels 
51-1, 51-2, 52, 61, 61-A, 62, 62-B, 62-B3, 62-C, 62-D, 62-E, 63-A2 and Map 
13, Parcel 3.  The meeting will be held at Town Hall, 139 Main St in the second 
floor auditorium. At the public hearing, members of the public may ask questions 
and present evidence that supports either the approval or denial of this petition.                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                1/7 (1/14)

GEORGETOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 

amended, and the Town of Georgetown Wetlands Protection Chapter 161 and its 
Wetland Protection Regulations, a Public Hearing will be held by the Georgetown 
Conservation Commission on Thursday, January 15 at 7:00 PM, by Zoom Link 
found on Town Website Calendar date of meeting, for a Notice of Intent application 
35 Tenney Street for an addition within 100-feet of bordering vegetated wetlands.

Contact person:
   Michèle Grenier, PWS  
   (978) 352-5712                                                                                           1/7

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout.

TMCome Home to Community News

JOIN THE 2026 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Receive a custom certificate and recognition of support in the paper.

Publisher's Club: $1,000
Community Hero: $500

Media Patriot: $250
Benefactor: $100

Sponsor: $50
Newsie: $25

Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with 
both a Certificate of Appreciation worthy of displaying and a weekly 

acknowledgement (your name, your business name...) 
printed within the newspaper for 12+ months. 
Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Ter.

Georgetown, MA 01833.  
Or call us at

978-255-3015

The Town Common 2026 Publisher's Club
$1,000 Publisher's Club

$100 Benefactor

$500 Community Hero

$50 Sponsor

$250 Media Patriot

$25 Newsie

CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

List my donation as:

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

If you only advertise
in your town, 
you'll only get

customers from 
your town.

We all live/work/travel
throughout the region.

Advertise throughout
the region and

let your neighbors
know where you are!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Manchester-by-the-Sea

Boxford

Essex

GLOUCESTER
Hamilton

Ipswich

Newburyport

Salisbury

Wenham

West
Newbury

Georgetown

Rowley

Topsfi
eld

Newbury

Groveland

Amesbury

Rockport

Merrimac

Haverhill

Danvers

Middleton

BEVERLY

TMCome Home to Community News

GROW WITH US!

New Flex Advertising!
Ads starting at $32/week!

Start/Stop any time.
Change copy every week!

Reservations Required: goatstogo.farm


