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Newburyport Lions Feeds 500 Seniors

Newburyport:
The Blind Can 
Walk the Rail 

Trail

GREATER NEWBURYPORT – 
For more than 30 years, the Lions Club 
has served hundreds of seniors Thanks-
giving Dinner, providing plates piled 

NEWBURYPORT – As walk-
ers and joggers make their way along 
the Clipper City Rail Trail, the walk-
way divides into two paths just north 
of Washington Street. Both paths are 
wide, but are divided by a long iron 
beam that if you are blind or have low 
vision could be a hazard. 

But as of this week, the blind and 
low vision or just those not paying 
attention to where they are walking 
have a guide that alerts them to the 
split in the path as it crosses above 
Merrimac Street. The beloved Clipper 
City Rail Trail can now talk to people 
on their cell phones.  

Funded by the Newburyport Lions 
Club, the first 11 beacons along the 
1.6-mile trail that are attached to 
wooden posts will talk to you on your 
phone – if the free app is downloaded 
to your phone. They give directions, 
warn of hazards such as street cross-
ings, locate benches if you need a rest 
or point out interesting sculptures and 
other features like play equipment for 
children.  

The beacons, which cost $22,000 
for a total of 17, will be unveiled offi-
cially at 11 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 
8, on the trail along the waterfront 
behind Starboard Galley. The remain-
ing six beacons are scheduled for 

high and more food to take home. 
Serenaded by Eloise Kirkpatrick, 

about 200 seniors gathered this year, 
while a dozen volunteers wrapped up 
dinners for at least 300 others who 
could not come to the Newburyport 

Senior Center. 
“It’s good not to be alone today,” 

one woman said to fellow senior at her 
table.

The Lions invited seniors from 
Amesbury, Byfield, Ipswich, Salisbury 

as well as Newburyport.
“Eat up. We have a lot of food here,” 

said Lions Club stalwart Frank Berto-
lino. Any food left over was taken to 
the First Parish Newbury Food Pantry 
and the Salvation Army.  ♦

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Seated from left, Dave and Karen Purple, standing from left, Bob Purple, Tay Coleman, Rob Carter (Photos by Stewart Lytle)

Angela Kirkpatrick oversees the plating of dinner for delivery to seniors at the Newburyport Lions Club feast at the Newburyport 
Senior Center

Andy Veechione stirs the sweet potatoes for the Lions Club 
Newburyport Thanksgiving Dinner.

Mark Quinlan, who has  been president of the Newburyport 
Lions Club four times.

Patty DeClue, Joan Thompson, Debbie Higgins, Cheryl Mixon, Alyssa Witzman, Mariel and Steve Lyons : Steve Baran, standing at a beacon attached to a mile marker 
on the Clipper City Rail Trail.(Photo: Stewart Lytle)

From left, Clark Garron, Frank Bertolino, Glenn Low and Jean Wnuk

Chicke RED DAWN enjoys Thanksgiving dinner listening to Eloise Kirkpatrick sing

Help
Wanted 
Page 7

For
Sale

 Page 7

Classified
Ads

 Page 7

Services, 
Cars, Toys 

Page 7



Dec. 3 - Dec. 9, 2025Page 2                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                       

Advertising
advertise@thetowncommon.com

(978) 255-3015
Copy/Ad Deadlines

7 P.M. each Thursday to 
Reserve Your Space/Size 
----------------------------------------------

Publisher/Editor
Lonnie Brennan

Lonnie@thetowncommon.com
----------------------------------------------
www.thetowncommon.com

The Town Common is not responsible for typographical 
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for 
prompt notifi cation of such errors. Advertisers should 
notify The Town Common of any errors in ads on the fi rst 
day of issuance. No credits &/or refunds are off ered or 
implied. All material and content cannot be duplicated 
without written consent of the publisher. The right is 
reserved to reject, omit, or edit any copy off ered for 
publication.
Copyright 2004-2025 The Town Common©  Broadside Communications - 
All Rights Reserved

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present

Send your organization or group 
notices, birth or engagement 
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phone number) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
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The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833
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The Town Common
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Coastal New Hampshire
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Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)
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FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:

www.thetowncommon.com

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

3 Wed 9:21 9.6 9:58 8.2 3:06 0.2 3:50 -0.9 6:55 4:11

4 Thu 10:12 10.0 10:51 8.3 3:57 0.0 4:42 -1.2 6:56 4:11

5 Fri 11:03 10.1 11:43 8.3 4:48 -0.1 5:34 -1.4 6:57 4:11

6 Sat 11:55 10.2 5:40 -0.1 6:26 -1.4 6:58 4:10

7 Sun 12:35 8.3 12:47 10.0 6:33 0.0 7:18 -1.2 6:59 4:10

8 Mon 1:27 8.2 1:41 9.6 7:26 0.1 8:10 -0.9 6:59 4:10

9 Tue 2:21 8.1 2:35 9.2 8:22 0.3 9:04 -0.5 7:00 4:10

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
35 Y  E  / R   35 Y  E  / R   

N ,  C   R ! 
L  • F  E  L  • F  E  
978-314-0140978-314-0140

NN

Georgetown High School Soccer Team Alumni Pickup game
Coach DiFranco (facing players) takes a photo of his past students from 2007 to the the present, who gathered for a spirited pickup game the day after Thanksgiving.

Bob Melideo, Wesley Brennan, JT DiMaio, Andrew Coolidge, Peter Nowak, and Coach Chris DiFranco (Photos by Lonnie Brennan)
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The Town Common
LOYAL ADVERTISERS WITH LOYAL CUSTOMERS

advertise@TheTownCommon.com      978-255-3015

Pike Marine
has your new repower

in stock

Buy Before Christmas!

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

PROMOTE YOUR GROUP, YOUR PROJECT, YOUR BUSINESS.
THE AFFORDABLE SOLUTION TO REACH YOUR NEW FRIENDS AND 

CUSTOMERS. RESERVE AD SPACE BY THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M.  
FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!   advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Local Artists Exhibit at Illume Book Store

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

REGIONAL – Just in time for 
the holidays, five local artists are dis-
playing their paintings on the walls 
of the backroom gallery at Illume 
Book Store, off Market Square in 
Newburyport.  

Two have hung their work in Jen 
Perry’s gallery this fall. The other three 
are at the popular book store for the 
first time. The five, according to the 
curator and exhibitor, Elizabeth Loy-
ane, the five bring an intriguing per-
spective to the exhibition. 

Celine McDonald’s paintings, 
described as “hauntingly beautiful,” 
have been exhibited in galleries and 
museums from New York City and 
Boston to the TV network show The 
Blacklist.

McDonald described her paint-
ings as “Every window, color, skyline, 
sealine, twist of the figure, turn of the 
bow, tilt of the sun, is thought about, 
contemplated, changed, redrawn, 
changed again, repainted. Because the 
stillness I seek is always seeking me.”

Amy Vander Els is a contemporary 
artist, jeweler and educator who grew 
up in Hampton Falls, NH, and now 
lives and works in Amesbury. An arts 
educator for children and adults since 
2004, Vander Els began working in 
wax-based encaustic painting in 2015. 
She describes her work as realistic not 
abstract, observational not fantasti-
cal, and drawn not painted. She paints 
“figures, landscapes, interior studies in 
charcoal, sometimes ink, sometimes 
gouache, mostly a study of light and 
dark to create a sense of form.“

Vander Els wrote that when she first 
began to study encaustic painting, 
she found that she lacked the experi-
ence and control with the heated wax 
to be able to paint realistically, and 
she became much more loose, ges-
tural and abstract with her imagery 
and mark-making. By connecting this 
new encaustic painting style to the tra-
ditional drawing techniques that had 
been in her practice for many years, 
her work came full-circle.

An art education graduate of the 
University of New Hampshire, she 
has taught in Europe and the Cayman 
Islands before returning to Massachu-
setts where she designs jewelry, creates 

artwork and teaches encaustic work-
shops out of her mill studio on Water 
Street.

Elizabeth Lorayne, a Jungian and 
Expressive Arts coach and printmaker, 
is an artist, printmaker, award-win-
ning author and ICF Associate. 
Lorayne draws from Jungian psychol-
ogy, dreams, alchemy, mythology, 
symbolism, history, and nature. She 
is the creator of Animae: The Source.  

“I felt compelled to create a series 
of symbols that abstractly represent 
core values. A handful of the 48 are 
on view in this show. I see core val-
ues as the compass and catalyst in the 
symbolic alchemy of personal trans-
formation. They guide us through 
the uncertainty, refine our character 
and help us emerge as more integrated 
and authentic versions of ourselves,” 
Lorayne wrote. 

Kiki Taron Kinney, owner of 
Quitsakiki Designs, a Marblehead 
design-fabrication firm with a deep 

specialization in silversmithing, has 
expanded her fine art creative inter-
ests, starting with sculpture, print-
making and mixed media. During the 
pandemic, she painted with alcohol 
ink using bright, vibrant, “happy” col-
ors to overcome that challenging time. 
She continues to develop new skills, 
including watercolor, acrylic painting, 
handmade pottery and has recently 
introduced 14kt gold into her jewelry 
portfolio.

Kathleen Doyle is a costume and 
puppet designer and director working 
in theater, opera and dance. Doyle also 
designs silhouettes, shadow puppets 
and stop-motion animation shorts. 
She is the artistic director of the Sunny 
Side of the Street Theater Company, 
dedicated to pop up events highlight-
ing the plight of animal climate refu-
gees. She also recently founded Works 
With Water, the first and only U.S. 
theater company dedicated to under-
water puppetry.  

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

From left, Celine McDonald, Amy Vander Els and Elizabeth Lorayne in front of their art at the Illume Book Store art gallery. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

installation in the spring.
“I am very excited” Barans said, 

watching his dream come alive.
It is a dream brought to life by 

Newburyport Lions Club president 
Barbara Round, who is sighted, and 

spearheaded by Steve Baran, a club 
member who has been blind from 
birth. The 30-member Lions Club, 
which has raised more than $600,000 
for research on the blind, is working 
with an Israeli technology company, 
RightHear, to produce and install the 
beacons.  

The messages being developed now 

are largely directional, a first for most 
rail trails to be inclusive of low-vision 
users. But the technology may prove 
to be equally valuable as an electronic 
concierge or tour guide for visitors 
and newcomers to Newburyport as 
well as solve the challenge of adding 
more directional signage.

The beacon at the Divided Bridge 
greets trail users in a female voice with 
these messages:

Divided Bridge
Face Northeast toward the Water-

front. Face Forward, stay on the right 
side of the trail to the bridge. The 
bridge has a large divider down the 
middle of it breaking the trail into 
two sides. Continue walking the trail 
to the waterfront and downtown.

To the East, there is a bench (ded-
icated to the dog, Izzy, a “girl’s best 
friend.”) 

The bench on the edge of the trail 
just before the bridge on the Parker 
Street Train Station side

To the Southwest, MBTA Purple 
Train at Parker Street

Face Forward stay on the right side 
of the trail to the bridge.  The bridge 

has a large divider down the middle of 
it breaking the trail into 2 sides.  Con-
tinue walking the trail to the MBTA 
Purple Train at Parker Street

To the West:  There is an exit to 
Strong Street which takes you to 
Water Street.  There are no beacons 
to assist when you leave the rail trail. 

The beacons speak in 36 languages, 
which helps non-English-speaking 
residents and visitors. 

The directional messages, which 
are given in feet or steps, are helpful 
to those with low vision or, as one 
sighted walker said last week, it will 
be helpful for those who are direction-
ally challenged. 

Rounds, who is a strong advocate 
for inclusivity, said, “If you join the 
rail trail at Low Street, how do you 
know which way is the waterfront?” 

The beacon also gives different mes-
sages that describe the trail’s features 
that would be what a sighted person 
would see. The message says: There is 
a bench about 50 feet after entering 
the rail trail. After the bench is a gar-
den with a pathway There are sculp-
tures along the trail. The first sculp-

ture, “Sparrows” by Dale Rogers 
(2011), shows two birds gliding side 
by side in vertically tilted posture.

Next, the message continues, is The 
Alchemical Garden and a Little Free 
Library. Then there is Clyde already 
waiting for you. “Clyde” is a horse 
sculpture by James Burnes (2009) 
made of corten weathering steel and 
black locust wood.

Geordie Vining, the city’s senior 
planner, who spearheaded the devel-
opment of the rail trail, wrote: 
“Installing the RightHear beacons on 
the Rail Trail is a really positive pro-
posal and a really interesting use of 
technology to make the (trail) more 
accessible to everyone. I like how the 
system seems set up to provide real-
time orientation information to users, 
as well as information about various 
landmarks and facilities as well as haz-
ards. E.g., the interpretive signs; the 
sculptures, gardens, and murals; the 
benches, tunnels, bridges, intersec-
tions, stairs, side paths, etc.”  

Approved by the city’s Parks Com-
mission, the beacons will be main-
tained by the club on a three-year-
contract with RightHear.

The project was born out of Baran’s 
frustration with so-called Braille 
Trails, which employ guidewires to 
help low-vision trail users. But the 
equipment is expensive, frays, gets hot 
in the sunlight and benefits a limited 
number of people, Round said.

Baran read in a newsletter that the 
Natural Bridge State Park in Vir-
ginia was experimenting with the 
RightHear beacons. He and his wife, 
Denise Dodge, drove to Virginia in 
an ice storm last winter to learn more 
about the beacons.

The RightHear beacons met all of 
Baran’s objectives for the trail project. 
He wanted it to be easy to use, allow 
low-vision persons to walk safely and 
independently and help the most peo-
ple by broadcasting from existing mile 
markets. The beacons are non-inva-
sive.

Founded in 2016, RightHear has 
transformed more than 2,400 venues 
worldwide, making them accessible to 
people with low vision or orientation 
challenges. 

To download the app, visit right-
hear.com and follow the instructions, 
which include an orientation session.

DEATH NOTICES        Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger
Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone

Michael F. Mahoney Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Nancy A. Garland-Wren Gloucester, MA Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Martin J. “Marty” Scibisz Ipswich, MA Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-3442
Catherine Ann Sanford Essex, MA Campbell Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-3442
Dr. Frederick Donald 
Kuemmerle

Wenham, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113

Catherine ”Kate” Hill Tapia Pittsfield, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Shirley (Daley) Bosse Boston, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
John A. Collins North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Richard Robert Hamel North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Mary Getrtude “Gert” Griffin Lawrence, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Patricia A. O’Connor Salem, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Virginia H. Turner Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Donald H. Warner Lynnfield, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Joan Person West Dennis, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Edward “Ski” Sleczkowski Boylston, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Joan Louise Fantini Bradford, MA H. L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Homes Haverhill 978-372-9311
Donald “Don” N. Robinson Danvers, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton, MA 978-774-0033
Cheryl Blaisdell Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Barbara Pimentel Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Stephanie Irma Shaw Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Marjorie L. Lawson Hampton Beach, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Claudia Josephine Hackett Rye, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Jane Eynon Boesch North Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Continued from page 1
WALKING BLIND

Coming this Winter ...
a new feature:

Focus on Real Estate
From Shelters to Apartments to Homes, 

Investments and More  - A ongoing 
guide/resource for our readers

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA
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Better Shelves. Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens and pantries 
to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, 
accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
844-807-0030 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

AS SEEN IN

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

Continued on page 3

Merrimack River Boardwalk May Be Partially Rebuilt

FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:
The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com

NEWBURYPORT – Anyone who 
has ever built a deck or porch can 
relate to the dilemma the city finds 
itself in trying to rebuild its popular 
boardwalk for the next quarter cen-
tury. 

The boardwalk along the Merrimack 
River waterfront has deteriorated in 
recent years with rotting and warping 
boards and substructure stringers plus 
broken fasteners, screws and nails that 
create tripping hazards for those try-
ing to enjoy a walk along the river. 

Built originally in the 1970s and 
rebuilt in 2001, the city chose to 
use Southern pine boards, which are 
prone to splintering. And the quality 
of some of the fasteners that held the 
boards to the substructure “were not 
the best quality,” said senior city plan-
ner Geordie Vining. 

Planning to rebuild the boardwalk 
for the next quarter century, the city 
has decided it needs to continue using 
wood boards because it matches the 
aesthetics of the city. But what kind 
of wood? And should it try to sal-
vage some of the existing boards to 
cut costs?

In a presentation to a couple of 
dozen residents last week, marine 
engineering consultant GEI, which 
helped rebuild the bulkhead beneath 
the boardwalk, outlined three alterna-
tives. 

The city could opt to continue 

repairing broken boards and fasten-
ers, as the Waterfront Trust and the 
city’s Department of Public Services 
have been in recent months. It could 
replace the north and south ends of 
the boardwalk, the most deteriorated, 
while using existing boards on the 
central section. Or it could replace 
the entire boardwalk with new boards 
and substructure. 

To save money, which would likely 
come from state and non-profit 
grants, GEI is recommending that 
the city replace the north and south 
ends and use existing boards that still 
have years of life for the boards on the 
central waterfront, mainly around the 
embankment.  

But then, what wood should be 
used?

If the city chooses tropical hard-
woods like Brazilian ipe or purple 
heart, it would be expensive, about 
$1.7 to $1.8 million and would be 
subject to fluctuations in tariffs and 
longer supply time. But they would 
require less maintenance, the engi-
neers said.  

Softwoods like the current southern 
pine would be less expensive, about 
$1.3 million, but the wood would 
have a shorter life span, be prone to 
warping and splintering and require 
more maintenance. 

Composite boards have a 30-to 
50-year lifespan, use recycled mate-
rials, offer good traction and require 
minimal maintenance. To rebuild the 

northern and southern ends of the 
boardwalk in composite wood would 
cost about $1.5 million.

GEI’s Dan Robbins said it would 
take three to five months to build 
each of three sections of the board-
walk, which translates into a year of 
construction. The tentative plan is to 
replace 60 percent of the boards and 
stringers beneath, while reusing about 
40 percent of the current boards. 

Vining said the good news is that 
the new Market Landing Park has 
a shared path nearby, which would 
allow pedestrians to view the river 
even while the boardwalk is being 
rebuilt. 

GEI is expected to complete its feasi-
bility study for the boardwalk by year’s 
end. There is no estimate on when the 
boardwalk construction might begin, 
which depends largely on when the 
city can secure grant funding. 

The feasibility study can be viewed 
on the city’s website. 

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Boardwalk tripping hazards
(Photos by Stewart Lytle)
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  An oversized business card sized ad in 
this paper costs as low as $49. 
  What a great way to sell your boat, 
promote your group, promote your 
business...  
  We're here to do all the graphics for free!
Graphics 'R Us.    The Town Common

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED: 2 POSTITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT, PROFESSIONAL

We're looking for you, and we think you might be looking for us.
We seek a professional sales account manager who will dilligently walk the streets, return phone calls, talk to our 

clients, earn new clients, and most importantly, help deliver loyal customers to our dedicated advertisers.

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing will be held at the Rowley Town Hall Annex, 39 Central Street, 
on Wednesday, December 15, 2025 at 7:00 PM to act on an application received 
November 17, 2025 from Sarah Lattrell and Robert Emery. Applicant(s) is requesting 
a Special Permit from RPZB sec 6.1.3.2 for new construction of a single-family 
residential dwelling on a previously undeveloped Form A lot. The property is 
located at 8 Mansion Drive in the Coastal Conservation district and is shown 
on Assessors’ Map 28, Lot 60. At the public hearing, members of the public may 
ask questions and present evidence that supports either the approval or denial of this 
petition.

Karla Chaffee, Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals                                                           12/3, (12/10)

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles December 18, 2025 on the website http://sta.
ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after December 18, 2025 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2002 Honda Shadow Sabre VR1100C VIN 1HFSC43042A203964
2. 2016 Ford Edge VIN 2FMPK4J89GBB44719
3. 2013 Ford Fusion VIN 3FA6P0H79DR269150
4. 2014 Chrysler Town and Country VIN 2C4RC1BG2ER216704
5. 1974 LABE Boat Trailer VIN 7424877
6. 1974 BMA Boat VIN MFG00120M74C-474B
7. 2009 Nissan Sentra VIN 3N1AB61E19L669103
8. 2005 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHDN56D75U134400
9. 2005 Chevrolet Cobalt VIN 1G1AK52F857586953
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                       11/26, 12/3, 12/10

If you know how to sell ads (GREAT!), or are just a good person 
who seeks to earn extra income, then contact me. 

This could be the best job of your life.
Lonnie Brennan 978-609-4183 
editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, 
and earn generous commissions and residual commissions. 

There is no limit to your earnings.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) This 
is a good time to let your intrepid 
Aries temperament take charge. Your 
strong leadership skills will help set-
tle still-unresolved situations. Support 
comes from a surprising source.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your 
problem-solving talents shine as you 
move to cool down heated emotions. 
You also inspire trust in all parties 
when you act with careful consider-
ation of their feelings.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A 
long-delayed commitment begins to 
look better to you. But there’s still a 
crucial fact or two that you need to 
know about it. Meanwhile, a health 
problem needs to be taken care of.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Don’t waste time trying to learn why 
someone you relied on is wavering in 
their support of your stand on a work-
place issue. Move on with the help of 
more steadfast allies.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Rela-
tionships enter a brighter period, both 
at home and in the workplace. Pros-
pects also look good for single Leos 
and Leonas, who can expect a wel-
come visit from Cupid.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Those mixed signals that were 
complicating your life are giving way 
now to clear, definitive guidelines. 
This makes it easier for you to weigh 
your options and make decisions.

22) Ask your partner for an expla-
nation of what seems to be a sign of 
strain in your relationship. The soon-
er you understand the problem, the 
sooner you can both act to resolve it.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21)  A new challenge in the work-
place holds an exciting promise for 
the future. But be aware of the fact 
that you haven’t been told about all 
the demands you might have to meet.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Your financial picture 
brightens as you get into sorting out 
realistic goals from those that are 
not reachable at this time. “Caution” 
remains your fiscal watchword.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) You’re deep into your 
new project, which is just fine. But 
don’t neglect your family and friends. 
Spending time with people you care 
for is always a wise investment.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Past feelings are suddenly 
reawakened. This could make you 
emotionally vulnerable. Be careful 
about decisions that you might be 
asked to make at this time.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
You’ve come to a place where you’ll 
be facing important decisions that can 
affect your future. Rely on your strong 
moral compass to guide you toward 
making the right choices.

BORN THIS WEEK: You’re gifted 
with both natural wisdom and wit — 
a good combination for success as a 
writer, a teacher and, most important-
ly, a parent.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

The Pentucket Arts Foundation’s 6th Annual Makers 
Market Comes to Veasey Memorial Park This Weekend

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING: DECEMBER 17
7:00 P.M. - MASCO REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL

Will Boxford Embrace the MBTA Act? Change Zoning?

by Jennifer Leonard-Solis
Pentucket Arts Foundation

PO Box 254 
West Newbury, MA 01985

www.pentucketarts.org
GROVELAND – The Pentucket 

Arts Foundation’s 6th Annual Makers 
Market comes to Veasey Memorial Park 
this weekend. 

A perfect way to kick off the holiday 

BOXFORD - Will the "city" come 
to Boxford?

On Wednesday, December 17, 2025 
residents will gather at 7:00 P.M. in the 
auditorium at Masconomet Regional 
High School located at 20 Endicott 
Street, Boxford to embrace or send 
back to the drawing board, Article 8.

gift-giving season, the event features 
nearly 40 vendors, small-business own-
ers, artists, and artisans at a charmingly 
decorated holiday spot.

First hosted by the non-profit for six 
years, the all-local, handmade holiday 
arts, crafts, and vintage clothing fair has 
grown into a beloved annual commu-
nity event. It features live music per-
formed by local students and the Mak-

Passage of the article will embrace 
multi-family development opportuni-
ties to an area of the Willows develop-
ment. This would allow construction 
"by right" of high-density multi-family 
buildings in the area adjacent and sur-
rounding and within feet of single-fam-
ily $1.2+ million homes in the area. 

er’s Market Cafe offering scrumptious 
homemade food –such as Shop local 
and support the arts this holiday season! 

New this year: wreaths & greenery by 
the Groveland Garden Club. 

Makers Market is slated for Satur-
day, Dec.6, 9:30 a.m.to 3 p.m. Veasey 
Memorial Park 201 Washington Street.  
Admission is free. Learn more at www.
pentucketarts.org. ♦

Discussions of density of 15 units 
per acre have raised concerns, along 
with side yard setbacks of just 50 feet 
between buildings (25 feet to property 
line for each building). Current home-
owners who purchased their single fam-
ily homes within the past three years, 
may soon find themselves living in a 
drastically changed, congested neigh-
borhood.♦

Hundreds of potential new units catering to many hundreds of new residents could be constructed in the Willows area shown on the above map, 
included in the  Article 8 proposal to "satisfy" rather than object to the state MBTA mandate for more low income and dense housing developments. 


