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Ipswich Public Safety Building 
Racing to Town Meeting

Vote for Favorite Roots Concerts

Georgetown American Legion Post Donates to COA

State-Wide Ballot Questions Discussion Jan. 10th

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

IPSWICH — With a time crunch 
facing the architect and Public Safety 
Facility Committee (PSFC) to get the 
design and cost estimates for the new 
police and fire station ready for a May 
Town Meeting vote, the SelectBoard 
gave its unanimous approval for the 
latest design.

“We are on a super tight schedule,” 
Ted Gallante, the architect, told the 
SelectBoard. And PSFC chair Bob 
Weatherall said the architects are run-
ning slightly more than a week behind 
on the project timeline. 

Gallante, who said there are still 
a lot of small features to be final-
ized, hopes to have cost estimates for 
the building ready in March, which 
PSFC chair Bob Weatherall predicted 
would require more money than what 
was previously thought. But they did 
not speculate this month on how 
much more the proposed building 
would cost.

Voters approved the new public 
safety building in 2021, but inflation 
in recent years in construction mate-
rials and upgrades have increased the 
projected costs. Weatherall has esti-
mated that the final cost could reach 

NEWBURYPORT – The organiz-
ers for the popular Belleville Roots 
Concert Series want to know what per-
formers their fans would like them to 
rebook for the future. 

In their end-of-the-year newslet-
ter, they ask: “What was your favor-
ite show?!? We are already hard at work 

GEORGETOWN - Members of 
Georgetown’s Rene J. Gagnon Ameri-
can Legion Post #211 recently gathered 
to present a donation to the George-

A group called Partners in Democ-
racy will be coming to Georgetown 
on Saturday, January 10 at 10:00 am 
to speak about the  ballot questions 
that will be on the ballot next year.

Some of the issues covered will be:
• Fairer legislative pay (“stipend 

reform”)

$42 million.
The proposed building will be at 

the intersection of Linebrook and 
Pineswamp roads near Our Lady of 
Hope Parish.

The new design was widely praised 
by the selectpersons with brick for the 
exterior around the glass truck doors 
of the Fire Station on one end and 
on the exterior for the chief ’s office, 
training and community room of the 
Police Station on the opposite end. 

Selectperson Sarah Player said the 
latest design looks more like a resi-
dential building instead of a munic-
ipal block, which was one com-
plaint voiced by residents at a series 
of forums. She liked using brick on 
about half of the front exterior and 
adding a front porch on the police 
station in the center of the proposed 
building. 

“It makes it look more like a house,” 
Player said.

Selectperson Linda Alexson agreed 
that the new design is “much better 
than what we had previously.”

“The sense of the board is onward,” 
said Select Board chair Charles Sur-
pitski, thanking the PSFC board and 
other town committees for their “hard 
work” on the building. 

trying to book our 2026-27 season, 
and we know you’re going to like it.” 

It might be the ever-popular Tony 
Trischka Earl Jam, which is sched-
uled to perform again at the Belleville 
church on April 18 or any of the other 
strong performers that have played 
the roots concert venue. They include 
Nathan and the Zydeco Cha Cha’s, 
Cheryl Wheeler or the SteelDrivers. 

town Council on Aging (COA). 
This contribution recognizes the 

COA’s invaluable service to local 
seniors and veterans, including their 

• Legislative transparency
• Same-day voter registration
• Restoring voting rights for folks 

incarcerated for felony convictions
• Voter I.D. requirements for voting
This event is open to the public so 

please consider attending and spread 
the word to your members. These bal-

Other performers you may have 
seen are Authentic Unlimited, Marcia 
Ball, CJ Chenier, Della Mae, Dervish, 
Ruthie Foster, Sierra Hull, Le Vent Du 
Nord, JD McPherson, NRBQ, Teada 
and Molly Tuttle. 

You can tell the concert organizers 
who you like by email at belleville-
roots@gmail.com.

wonderful Veterans Day breakfast and 
the Gallery of Veterans. Thank you, 
COA, for all you do for those who 
served!

lot questions are vitally important and 
provide a chance for voters to make 
the necessary changes that our elected 
officials won't make.

Hope to see you there! 
    Lenny Mirra

The new renderings of Public Safety Facility
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Pictured (L-R): Front Row : Kevin Leeman (Chaplain), Kristen Crockett (COA Director), Steve Denno (Vice Commander).
Back Row: Paul Brown (Sgt-at-Arms), Doug Dawes (Commander), William Boylan (Historian), Nick Feitz (Adjutant).
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Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

31 Wed 8:05 9.2 8:43 7.5 1:46 0.4 2:36 -0.5 7:12 4:20

1 Thu 9:00 9.4 9:40 7.7 2:42 0.4 3:32 -0.8 7:13 4:19

2 Fri 9:55 9.7 10:35 7.8 3:38 0.2 4:27 -1.0 7:13 4:20

3 Sat 10:49 9.8 11:28 8.0 4:33 0.1 5:20 -1.2 7:13 4:21

4 Sun 11:42 9.8 5:26 -0.1 6:11 -1.2 7:13 4:22

5 Mon 12:19 8.2 12:33 9.6 6:19 -0.1 7:00 -1.1 7:13 4:23

6 Tue 1:09 8.2 1:23 9.3 7:11 -0.1 7:48 -0.9 7:13 4:24
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A few of the 
headlines 

from our 2025 
coverage:

Newburyport Company 
Lands $462,700
 Federal Grant

Federal tax dollars given to 
Crystal Engineering Co., Inc. in 
Newburyport, a CNC machin-
ing company servicing many indus-
tries including aerospace will receive 
$462,700 to replace its propane fork-
lift with an electric equivalent and 
other such items.

The Hamilton-Wenham 
Regional School District 
Granted $4.9 million to 
Purchase Electric Buses

Taxpayers pay approximately dou-
ble for the cost of buses as they are 
electric based. Concerns about heating 
and mileage in the winter remains...

ConCom Director 
Suspended Over $48

Georgetown's Conservation agent 
was temporarily suspended and a 
hearing was held regarding her sub-
mitting 2024 mileage reimbursement 

forms. She was unable to drive so she 
had a commission member drive her 
and then submitted the forms to the 
town without detailing on the forms 
"what was common knowledge 
throughout town hall" as one meet-
ing member explained. (Some argued 
she was not entitle to reimbursement, 
other noted that the mileage is town's 
business and needed to be paid, but 
the forms needed to detail the pay-
ments correctly.) She received a 5-day 
suspension without pay.

Taxpayers' Additional $2.6 
Million Outlay Will Keep 

MEVA Rides Free
Free buses running throughout the 

Merrimack Valley continues for the 
third year, thanks to Massachusetts 
taxpayer spending.

Ken Gray Honored One 
Last Time

Amesbury mayor was honored with 
a display of photos at city hall in a 
dedication ceremony.

What's Happening in Your 
Town Government?

A roundup of recent meeting min-
utes show most towns lagging in post-
ing meeting meetings online - typi-
cally from three to six months.

Celebrated Artist 
Richard Jones Retires as 
Newburyport City Clerk

Boxford Invited Into 
MSBA Accelerated Repair 

Program for Harry Lee Cole 

Development Based on 
Anticipated Tax Override

Newburyport Wind Turbine 
Springs a Leak - Sprays 
Hydraulic Fluid Over 

Neighborhood 
Georgetown Conservation 

Commission Details 
Enforcement Order Against 

‘Forest Bathing’ Site
Decks, floats, boats, propane grill, 

lots of wine bottles and party dec-
orations... claimed to be "culture." 
All in wetlands, prohibited. Owner 
removed/sold off property we're told.

Boxford Honors Fire 
Department for 2024 Brush 

Fire Responses
Georgetown FinCom 
Advocates $6 Million 
Property Tax Increase

Groveland's Johnson Creek 
Dam Slated for Removal

Pentucket Bank Charitable 
Foundation Contributes 

$50,000 to the Merrimack 
Valley Food Bank

Ipswich First Responders 
and Northeast Technical 
Rescue Team Partner to 

Rescue Horse
Wenham Police Participated 

in Boston Bruins BFit 
Challenge

Proposed FY26 'Local Aid' 
to Cities/Towns

Tax dollars distributed to cities 
and towns remains at sub-fractions 
of the overall budget. For example,  
Newburyport to receive just 0.015% 
of overall state spending, Ipswich 
0.010%, Boxford a paltry 0.004%. 
Georgetown 0.011%, Groveland 
0.002%, Essex close to 0%, Rowley, 
Salisbury, West Newbury, Newbury, 
and Wenham: 0.001%. Topsfield 
0.004%.

Gloucester Democrat Mayor 
Seeks 3rd Term

Post-Fire Cleanup, 
Pentucket Reopens with 

Thanks
Gloucester Fire Dept. 

Welcomes New Member 

Elementary School Roof
Groveland Handyman 
Turning Frowns Upside 

Down
Lance Blais, a popular handyman 

who lives in Groveland, was diag-
nosed with lung cancer two years ago. 
The Army veteran had a portion of a 
lung removed and began chemother-
apy treatments - dresses in costume 
garb for all appointments to bring 
cheer to others.

Wenham Museum Names 
Sarah Sosa-Acevedo New 

Executive Director
Newbury Police and Fire 
Respond to Minor Plane 

Crash at Plum Island 
Airport

Guided Seal Walks at 
Salisbury Beach

Rowley Search for New 
Police Chief Begins

Newburyport Sculpture – 
Blending History, Clipper 
Ships, and Abolitionists

Rowley Windward Crossing 
Up to 70% Affordable 

Housing Project May Yet 
Get a $500K Taxpayer 

Boost
Georgetown FinCom 

Advances Budget 

from Mass. Firefighting 
Academy

Georgetown Fire 
Department Responds to 

Rollover Crash on I95
Groveland Fire Department 
Extinguishes Chimney Fire 

in Home on King Street
Hampton, N.H. Academy 

Launches Hands-On 
Robotics Program

IPSWICH: Buying Time 
for MBTA 3A Housing 

Explosion
Plant Matters Column 

Debuts
Whittier Tech Shuts Down 

Four Programs
Design and Visual Communica-

tions, Early Education and Care, con-
struction Craft Laborer, and Engi-
neering see the axe and Whittier seeks 
to merge with Northern Essex Com-
munity College.

Groveland Council on 
Aging Presents 'Empowered 

Voices"'International 
Women’s Day Panel

Masconomet Regional High 
School Varsity Girls Soccer 
Team Visits the State House 
Following MIAA Division II 

State Championship Win

DA Asked to Review 
Alleged Payroll Fraud in 

Georgetown
Saying Goodbye Is Hard

The Pink House, despite lobby-
ing efforts apparently attempted by 
Republican State Senator Bruce Tarr, 
is slated for demolition.

Groveland Fire Department 
Responds to Brush Fire on 
West Newbury Town Line

Pentucket Regional 
Middle High School Fine 

Arts Teacher Receives 
Massachusetts Art 

Education Association 
Award

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300
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The Town Common

GET YOUR AD SPACE RESERVED BY THIS 
FRIDAY FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!

Advertise@TheTownCommon.com
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Ad

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Triton Approves New 
Graduation Rules

Rockport Police, Fire, and 
MSP Bomb Squad Respond 

to Discovery of Possible 
WWI Ordnance

Newburyport Charitable 
Foundation Awards $2,500 

to Chase Home for Children
Off With Her Crown 

– Iconic, Beloved Pink 
House's Last Sunrise

Pink House demolished by state.

Rowley's Chris Thornton 
Steps Down from Planning 

Board as Rowley Farms 
Advances

Resigned after more than 10 years 
of service to avoid a potential conflict 
of interest.

Triton Middle School 
Presents MEAN GIRLS JR.

Ipswich Affordable 
3-Bedroom Unit Housing 

Opportunity
34 Citizens Groups from 34 
Communities Supporting 

Rockport’s 2022 Opposition 
Lawsuit to the MBTA 

'Mandate'
Whittier Receives Financial 

Literacy Grant
Boxford Police Successfully 

Recover Funds in 
Cryptocurrency Fraud 

Investigation
Georgetown Royals 

Boys Basketball Wins 
the Division 4 State 

Championship
NEWBURY: 15 Year Old 

Singer-Songwriter Ava 
Valianti Announces Events
Gloucester Police Mourn 
Passing of Former Chief 

James Marr Sr.
Friends of the Newburyport 
Public Library’s Book Sale

Rowley' Sea View Wins 
Battle with State

The Sea View Retreat longterm care 
facility was exonerated by an admin-
istrative magistrate in the state Public 
Health Department of charges that it 
committed deceit, malpractice, gross 
misconduct and was incompetent in 
closing the decades-old nursing home 
during the Covid Pandemic.

Will Ipswich Star in an Ed 
Sheeran Music Video?

Newbury Police and Fire 

Clear Scene of Reported of 
Explosive Device at 

Pearson Plaza
High-End Condos Proposed 
to Present New Plum Island 

Gateway
Newburyport Bank Offers 

Home Buying  Assistance to 
People of Color

Howie Newman Musical 
Baseball Show

Sewage 30% Above Average 
in Merrimack River

Greater Newburyport 
YWCA Annual Engaging 
Communities Luncheon

Groveland Eradicates Lead 
in Water System

Boxford Stiles Pond 
Athletics Partnership

Rowley's Three Sweet Peas 
Bakery Event at Council on 

Aging
Newburyport Choral 

Society Drop-in Fundraiser 

at the Grog
Boxford's King's Tree Farm 
Richard 'Dick' King Passed
Amesbury Police Use Drone 
to Find Lost Dog in Woods

29 Articles for Newbury 
Town Meeting

Ipswich Police Department 
to Hold Annual Drug Take 

Back Day and Touch-A-
Truck Event

The Town Common Hosts 
Georgetown Candidate's 

Forum
Boxford Officials Seek Voter 

Approval of $16 Million 
New DPW Facility

Who Sent the $6 Million 
Override Letter?

School committee members in 
Georgetown sent multiple mailings to 
get-out-the-vote for a $6 million over-
ride.

Rowley Docks Installation 
Volunteer Crew - Beth 

DiMento Photo Contest 
Winner

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Mercury and Princecraft Boats

“Left Overs”
Move it Out Sale!

Continued from page 2
2025 HEADLINES

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
2025 HEADLINES

DEATH NOTICES        Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger
Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone

Robert A. Bragole Danvers, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
James F. Goldrick Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Phyllis V. Budgell Danver, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Funeral Directors Danvers 978-777-7900
Donald H. Dionne Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Eric Michael Allen Middleton, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Elizabeth Ann Murphy Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Myra Anderson Webber Vero Beach, FL Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Cheryl Ann Doucette Gloucester, MA Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Lucy A. Licciardi North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Colleen L. Minihan Brockton, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Ronald Wybranowski North Andover Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
James Stefanile, Jr Newton, NH Conte-Giamberardino Funeral Home Georgetown 978-352-8700
Scott E. Balke Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Angleica M. Vontzalides Danvers, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Carole G. Ledwith Methuen, MA Dole, Childs & Shaw Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-1120
Xiomara Ivette Morales Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation 

Services
Haverhill 978-374-0000

John Patrick Greenler Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services

Haverhill 978-374-0000

Katherine Joan Jordan Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation 
Services

Haverhill 978-374-0000

Jerome “Jerry” E Gosselin Salem, NH E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home Amesbury, MA 978-388-0430
Debra Ann Robinson Haverhill, MA HL Farmer & Sons Funeral Home Haverhill 978-372-9311
Dolores Mary (Powers) Hewett Salem, NH John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381
Jill Grimley Amesbury, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home Lawrence 978-682-8381
Martha (McGoldrick) Ballard Middleton, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton, MA 978-774-0033
Rose E. (DiStasio) McCormick Middleton, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton, MA 978-774-0033
Mary Ann (Amatucci) Sheppard Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Dorothy Ann Jodoin Salem, MA Murphy Funeral Home Salem, MA 978-744-0497
Leo Theodore Jones Ipswich, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-

Celebrations
Danvers 978-774-6600

Helen Reilly Curtin Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-
Celebrations

Salem 978-774-6600

Patrick C. Countryman Topsfield, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-
Celebrations 

Danvers 978-774-6600

Cecilia Ann (Bookholz) Jodrie Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-
Celebrations

Danvers 978-774-6600

Paulette Jean Bashaw Amesbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral 
Homes 

Newburyport 978-462-4323

Richard J. George Newburyport, MA Elliott, Woodworth & Rogers Funeral Home Newburyport 978-462-4323
Shirley E. Doherty Amesbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral 

Homes
Amesbury 978-388-0288

Robert W. Ramsbotham Jr Ossipee, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Elizabeth R. “Betty” Coffey North Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Mary-Louise Woolsey Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Ann E. Perkins Seabrook, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Elizabeth “Betty” Cloonan Salisbury, MA Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte Funeral Home Newburyport 978-465-9323

Newburyport Police Seek 
Information After Pedestrian 

Was Struck by Vehicle
Merrimac's Purple Sage 
Pottery - Open House

Mike Anderson for 
Georgetown Light 

Commissioner
Newburyport's YWCA 
Creating Housing for 

Low-Income Seniors Event
Groveland's New Pickle Ball 

and Tennis Courts
Groveland CPA Town 

Meeting Projects
Rowley Council on Aging 

End-of-Month Events
Newburyport: Soothing 

Immigration Fears
Police Officers Will Not Work 

with U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement

Newburyport Bank Donates 
$10,000 as Sponsor 
of  YWCA Engaging 

Communities Luncheon
Sunday's High Winds 

Complicate Firefighting 
- 10+ Acres Burned in 

Newburyport
Boxford: 24 Articles for 

Town Meeting
Rowley Police Investigates 
Property Scam, Summons 
and Charge Washington 

Man
Newbury Soliciting Bids 
for Space for Byfield Fire 

Station
WENHAM Files Superior 
Court Action to Hold the 

Commonwealth's Housing 
Agency Accountable to its 

Legal Obligations Under the 
MBTA Communities Act

SALISBURY: Playing With 
Fairies and Gnomes

Will Ensure Raises
Nichole D. Raftopoulos 
of Nvest Financial, LLC 
Honored in Forbes Best-

In- State Wealth Advisors; 
Forbes Top Women Wealth 

Advisors
IPSWICH: End of an Era 

- Beloved Magestic Dragon 
Provides Area Firefighters 
Training Ground Prior to 

Demo
IPSWICH, 

GEORGETOWN, 
ROWLEY, and BOXFORD 
Town Meetings Face/Faced 

Tough Decisions
SALISBURY/

GLOUCESTER/BEVERLY 
and Beyond: Latest 

Complicated Rules for 
Massachusetts Fishermen

Local Scholars
YWCA Greater 

Newburyport Executive 
Director to Step Down

GEORGETOWN, 
ROWLEY, SALISBURY ... 

Tax Overrides, New Leaders 
Approved

Pentucket School District 
Updates

Merrimac Police/Fire and 
Amesbury Police Rescue 
7-Year-Old Boy Stuck in 

Swamp
YWCA Greater 

Newburyport Celebrates 

Gloucester Fire Department 
Extinguishes House Fire 

Caused by Careless Disposal 
of Smoking Materials
Portsmouth, NH: Sara 
Bareilles Headlines this 
Year’s Emerging Artist 

Benefit Concert
WENHAM: Sgt. Marsh 

Retires
NEWBURYPORT: Fighting 

in the Library Stacks
ROWLEY: Select-Board 

Candidates Offer a Choice
IPSWICH: Veterans 

Walkway Coming Soon
GEORGETOWN: What 

Does Town Get from Huge 
Trash Transfer Station?
DANVERS: Historical 

Society's Art C
GROVELAND Town 

Meeting Voters Embrace 
Future 'MBTA' Housing 

GEORGETOWN Override 

Opening of Their New 48 
Units of Senior Housing in 

Methuen
HAMPTON, NH 

Winnacunnet Cooperative 
High School Students Pay 
Respects to NH World War 

I Soldier
Georgetown Eagle Scout 

Court of Honor
NEWBURYPORT: Meet the 

Commerce Cottages
GRADUATION: Senior 

Spotlight
Georgetown Memorial Day 

Parade Photos
NEWBURY: Food Bank 

Turns 10!
BOXFORD Select Board to 

Host Public Info. Session 
on Potential Membership in 
North Shore Regional 911 

Center
NEWBURYPORT Adult 

and Community Education
Rowley Public Library Seeks 
Your Input on Strategic Plan
Newburyport: 'Clipper Ship' 

Arrives on the Waterfront
Loss of 

Mary Donahoe Lytle
James J. McCarthy 

Appointed President of 
Newburyport Bank

West Newbury Art in the 
Garden Tour

Continued on page 5

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An 
old adversary wants to make amends 
over the Christmas holiday. The deci-
sion is yours. But wouldn’t it be nice 
to share the upcoming new year with 
another friend?

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
As news of your work gets around, 
expect to receive a special holiday 
“gift” from influential contacts who 
could help you launch your new proj-
ects in the new year.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Instead of fussing over what you 
didn’t do to prepare for the holidays, 
relax and enjoy the kudos for a job tru-
ly well done. A happy surprise awaits 
you early next year.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The 
best way to shake off lingering holi-
day blues is to join loved ones in the 
fun and festivities of this special time. 
A confusing situation starts to make 
sense in upcoming weeks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special 
emotional rewards mark this holiday 
time for Leos and Leonas who are 
able to open up to new relationships 
and the possibilities they offer in the 
upcoming year.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Your efforts to make the holidays 
especially memorable for some peo-
ple will be rewarded in some unex-
pected (but very welcome) ways in the 

upcoming year.
LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Be assured that your efforts to 
make this holiday special for every-
one won’t go unnoticed by those who 
could make some important changes 
in your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Lots of folks want you to light 
up their holiday parties. But try to take 
some quiet time ‘twixt those glittering 
galas to spend with some very special 
people.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) While the current 
round of holiday revels has your 
social life on the fast track, someone 
special might want to keep pace with 
you next year as well.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Enjoy all the fun you 
deserve at this holiday time. However, 
don’t lose sight of the need to check 
out some of the changes the new year 
is expected to bring.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) What happens during this 
holiday time can help clear up some of 
the confusion jeopardizing a once-sta-
ble relationship. Follow your instincts 
on what to do next.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Your holidays are brightened by new 
friends eager to become part of your 
life. But don’t forget to spend time 
with that one special person. (You 
know who.)

BORN THIS WEEK: You have the 
ability to encourage people to reach 
their potential by setting an example 
with your own efforts.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FREE MINI 
NEWSPAPER RACKS
Available for your senior center, 

community center, business, 
office, apartment bldg., condo ...

Do you want to share the
The Town Common  

 Let us know!
We always seek to improve our 

wide and vast distribution to 
make it easier to get a copy. 

Contact Lonnie:  
Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

Continued from page 4
2025 HEADLINES

Newburyport Announces 
Departure of Director of 

Public Services
Georgetown Receives 

$250,000 Taxpayer-Funded 
Grant for Municipal Fiber 

Optic Network
Three Vehicle Crash at Rte 1 

and Pond St.
Newburyport Police 

Investigating Accident 
Involving Police Cruiser and 

Teenage Pedestrian
For the Fifth Year, 

Pentucket Regional School 
District Receives National 

Recognition by the NAMM 
Foundation

Pentucket Fine & 
Performing Arts Chair 

David Schumacher Honored 
as 2026 GRAMMY 

Music Educator Award 
Quarterfinalist

Salisbury Board of Health 
Amends Fee Schedule to 

Match Applications
Newbury Opens New 

Playground at Central Street 
Recreation Area

TOPSFIELD TROOP 81 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor 

- 2025
Georgetown Town Releases 

‘Imperfect, Incomplete’ 
Stirm Group Report

50th Anniversary of Jaws 
with a trip to 'Amity Island'

Newburyport Firehouse 
Center for the Arts Presents: 
Legally Blonde: The Musical

Plum Island: 2 Women 
Mourned

Newburyport Lantern 
Festival Returns

‘Remembering the Women 
Who Raised America’

Free Swim Lessons Across 
North Shore and Cape Ann 

through Northeast Arc's 
Saving Lives Swim Program
GEORGETOWN: Beaver 

Deceivers?
Newburyport Builds New 

Tennis Courts for $474,560
Manchester Essex Regional 

Middle School Grade 8 
Civics Students Present 
Projects at State Civics 

Showcase
Groveland Town Meeting 

Notes
Summer Concert Series on 
the Rowley Library Lawn

Newburyport Bank 
Announces Promotion 
of  Tim Regan to Vice 

President, Commercial Loan 
Officer

Newburyport's Mega 'Plaza 
Landing' to be Largest 

Building
Road to Revolution Parade - 

Newburyport
Georgetown SelectBoard 

Ousts ConCom Chair
Refuses to re-appoint chair, appoints 

outgoing selectboard chair as member 
of ConCom.

Town Trucks Line Up at 
Mello's New Roadbed

Amesbury Fire Responds 
after Child is Struck by 

Waste Collection Vehicle
SALISBURY BEACH THIS 

WEEKEND
American Legion at 

Georgetown's American 
Legion Park

Fun Tuesdays in Ipswich
Mike Lago Remembered

Boxford Select Board 
Appoints A.J. Paglia 
as Captain of Police 

Department

Every January, thousands of Christ-
mas trees are dragged to curbsides or 
forgotten behind garages—symbols of 
a season that passed too quickly. But for 
one small family farm in Georgetown, 
Massachusetts, those trees tell a very 
different story.

For the 8th consecutive year, Great 
Rock Farm, affectionately known 
as Goats To Go, will host its annual 
Christmas Tree Drop on Saturday, Jan-
uary 10th, from 8:30–11:30 AM, wel-
coming the public by reservation to 
take part in a joyful, educational win-
ter tradition.

What started as a simple idea—let-
ting goats nibble on leftover ever-
greens—has grown into a meaningful 
community event centered on animal 
enrichment, sustainability, and connec-
tion during the quietest time of year on 
a farm.

“Winter can be long and dull for 
both people and animals,” says founder 
Michelle Aulson. “This event was never 
just about feeding goats. It’s about 
giving our animals stimulation, giv-
ing families a reason to step outside 
together in January, and reminding 
people that small, thoughtful actions 
can have real impact.”

Why Trees Matter
Donated trees become enrich-

ment tools for the farm’s goats, sheep, 
llama, alpacas, and even chickens. The 
scent, texture, and challenge of ever-
green branches create a sensory expe-
rience that encourages curiosity and 
movement—critical for animal well-
ness during colder months. While trees 
don’t replace regular feed, they offer 

GROVELAND: Valley 
Manufactured Products Well 
Contamination Part 1 How 

did it happen?
HAVERHILL: Events at the 

Buttonwoods Museum
Newburyport Art Presents 

10 x 10 Small Works
GEORGETOWN: Summer 

Concert Series at the Library
Large Sand Mining 

Operation in Georgetown 
Passing as Farm Prep?
The Blind Can Walk 

Newburyport's Rail Trail
Newburyport Horticulture 
Society’s Annual Student 

Scholarships
Groveland Announces Police 

Promotions

excitement and engagement, often with 
laughter, surprise, and plenty of pho-
to-worthy moments.

A Different Kind of Farm 
Experience

Visitors don’t just drop and go. They 
witness firsthand how animals inter-
act with their environment, learn why 
goats’ warm, hard-working rumens 
help them thrive in winter, and see 
enrichment in action.

Community at the Core
This year, the event carries special 

meaning: proceeds will be donated to 
the MSPCA, the organization from 
which the farm adopted six alpacas in 
August 2025. “Supporting the MSPCA 
is our way of giving back to the orga-
nization that helped grow our farm 
family,” Aulson says. The morning 
also highlights local talent and orga-
nizations including Lee Biddle Music, 
Fainting Goat Tea, Emmaus, Inc, and 
Georgetown Girl Scout Troop 82937, 
reinforcing the farm’s mission to serve 
as a hub for collaboration and commu-
nity learning.

In a season often focused on clearing 
away the holidays, Goats To Go invites 
people to pause, reconnect, and give 
something back—not just to animals, 
but to the spirit of winter itself.

Event Details:
Great Rock Farm / Goats To Go – 

Georgetown, MA
Saturday, January 10
8:30–11:30 AM (reservation time 

slots required)
https://goatstogo.farm
Drop your tree. Spark some joy. 

Warm a few rumens.  ♦

Continued on page 8

Continued from page 3

VOTE FOR ROOTS 
CONCERT

Teada kicks off the spring concert for 
two shows at 2 and 7 p.m. on March 
7. Cecilia 

The good news is repairs to the 1867 
Meetinghouse will be completed soon 
and some concerts that garner a larger 
crowd will be performed there. In the 
interim, the concerts will be held in the 
smaller, more intimate Stage Room in 
the adjacent Fiske Chapel complex. 

Both venues are part of the church at 
300 High Street in Newburyport.

For the year end, the organizers hope 
to raise $2,500 for friends to continue 
the concert tradition. “We welcome 
your support of any amount!” 

To make a tax-deductible contri-
bution, including a sponsorship-level 
donation of $500 or more, email bel-
levilleroots@gmail.com or mail to Bel-
leville Rotts Music Series, 300 High St. 
Newburyport, MA 01950. ♦

More Than a Tree Drop: How One 
North Shore Farm Turned a 
Post-Holiday Problem Into a 

Winter Tradition of 
Joy, Learning, and Community
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EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

FOUND

RING FOUND 
on Dec. 19th next to the Rowley Town 
Hall handicap ramp. Call 978-948-2631 
with identifying features.  

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

LAST WEEK/AD EXPIRING:
Barn Finds

Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 
misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT, PROFESSIONAL

We're looking for YOU, and we think you might be looking for us.
As an Account Manager you’ll enjoy meeting with community business leaders, returning phone calls, talking 

with advertising clients, and most importantly, help deliver loyal customers to our dedicated advertisers.

So, if you’re a good person with clear communication skills and are seeking a serious opportunity to make money, then contact us 
at The Town Common.

editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, full-time or part-time, while earning generous commissions and 
residuals. There is no cap on earnings.

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Accessible / Chair Yoga Teacher 
Training

Accessible / Chair Yoga Teacher 
Training

Sun, Jan 11, 2026 | 1–4 PM. Veasey 
Park, Groveland. Learn to confidently 
teach inclusive, chair-based and mat-
supported yoga for all abilities. Perfect 
for teachers, caregivers, and anyone 
expanding their practice. Supportive, 
practical, and empowering. Investment: 
$250 Price increase 1/3/25. Book at: 
https://yogatofarms.com.
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

TMCome Home to Community News

JOIN THE 2026 PUBLISHER'S CLUB
Receive a custom certificate and recognition of support in the paper.

Publisher's Club: $1,000
Community Hero: $500

Media Patriot: $250
Benefactor: $100

Sponsor: $50
Newsie: $25

Support your community's news and be proudly recognized with both a Certificate of Appreciation worthy of 
displaying and weekly acknowledgement within the newspaper. 

Donations on someone's behalf can be a wonderful gift.

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Ter.

Georgetown, MA 01833.  
Or call us at

978-255-3015

The Town Common 2026 Publisher's Club
$1,000 Publisher's Club

$100 Benefactor

$500 Community Hero

$50 Sponsor

$250 Media Patriot

$25 Newsie

CHECK ENCLOSED

Name

Town/City

Card No.

Address

State

Expires

ZIP

CCV: ZIP Code:* 

E-mail

Please include zip code billing address for the credit/debit card for processing.

List my donation as:

Include separate sheet for any special notes/instructions.

Georgetown Knights of 
Columbus Officer John 

Takis to Ride in the 2025 
Pan-Mass Challenge to 

Fight Cancer
Is Zibell Farm Being 

Illegally or Legally Mined 
for Sand?

Manchester-by-the-Sea 
Police Rescue Five Teenagers 

from Sinking Sailboat
Yankee, Come Home Once 

Again
Coming Home: A 

Newburyport Art Exhibit 
Honoring Community & 

Legacy
Newburyport: MassDOT 
Wants Signal Lights on 

Merrimac Street
Owner of Zibell Farm 'Sand 
Mining' Operation Allowed 
Private Viewing to Planning  
Board. Eject Selectwoman, 
Deny Viewing to The Town 

Common
What Else Did the Planning 

Board Miss?
Hampton Beach: New 
Entertainment Venue 

Coming to North Shore
Ipswich Police and Fire 

Seek to Identify Owner of 
Overturned Boat on Hoods 

Pond
Plant Matters: Let’s Talk 

About the American Lawn 
Fetish

Planning Board Postpones 
Action on Georgetown Sand 

Mining Operation
Newburyport YWCA Picks a 

New Leader
Salisbury Link House 

Reopens Women’s Center
A Sign to Remember the 

Pink House
Newburyport Custom 

House Setting New 
Attendance Records

Town Sues to Stop Huge 
Sand Excavation 
Georgetown Fire 

Department Welcomes New 
Hires

Newburyport Art Celebrates 
Yankee Homecoming and 

Thanks Newburyport Bank 
by ‘Coming Home’

Rowley Veterans Committee 
Invites All to Attend 

Ceremony for American 
Flag Collection Box

Gloucester Fire Department 
Battles Fire at Business on 

Eastern Avenue
Essex Police Arrest Man on 
Drunken Driving, Resisting 

Arrest Charges After He 
Parked and Drove Atop 

Boulders
Town of Newbury 
Implements Heavy 
Commercial Vehicle 

Exclusion on Larkin Road
Smooth Sailing at Yankee 

Homecoming

Continued from page 3
2025 HEADLINES

To be continued...


