
Dec. 17 - Dec. 23, 2025 www.TheTownCommon.com 

LARGEST DISTRIBUTION ACROSS THE NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NHLARGEST DISTRIBUTION ACROSS THE NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
www.thetowncommon.com        Wednesday, December 17, 2025 - Vol. 22, No. 8 FREEFREE

The 
Region's 
Largest 
Weekly

Distribution

Wreaths Across America Ceremonies Show Honor and Respect for All Veterans

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays to All ...Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays to All ...

REGIONAL – Thousands gathered 
throughout the region last Saturday to 
participate in Wreaths Across America 
programs to honor veterans this holi-
day season.

A Christmas wreath is laid at the base 
of each veterans grave, thanks to the 
generous donations of those who sup-
port the annual program, and the many 
volunteers who unload trucks and go 
from grave to grave. 

In Rowley, the ceremony began at 
10 a.m. and included veterans, first 
responders, elected officials and resi-
dents who gathered to honor those who 
have served. SEE PHOTOS INSIDE.

In Georgetown, Taps was played 
at 11 a.m. as the Georgetown Police 
Color Guard gave honor to those who 
have served. Individual wreaths ded-
icated to each branch of the service 
and first responders were presented by 
Harper, Kevin Leeman, Sam Demao, 
Doug Dawes, Steve Horn, Robert 
Fogle, Roger Mercaldi Jr., David Sedg-
wick, and Alan Aulson. 

Thanks to so many who have 
shared photos (inside) and photos of 
the Wreaths Across America farm in 
Maine, as well as some surprises. ♦

Mercury and Princecraft Boats

“Left Overs”
Move it Out Sale!Unique Gifts

Local Artisans
Ornaments
Candles
Decorative Centerpieces
Stocking Stuffers
Hostess Gifts
Gifts for Children
Eggs & Honey

OPEN DAILY (978) 352-2332

www.paisleyfarm.com

PAISLEY’S

dren
y

Y (9

P

P

Enjoy a cup of 
hot spiced cider

while you browse 
through our

Charming 
Greenhouse 

Gift Shop

GEORGETOWN: Frank Harper, Kevin Leeman, Sam Demao, Doug Dawes, Steve Horne, Robert Fogle, Roger Mercaldi Jr., David Sedgwick, and Alan Aulson present 
wreaths in honor of each branch of the service and first responders. (Photo by Maureen Aulson)
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Plaza Landing May Be Approved Soon

Winter Class Registration

Newbury Water Bills (Past) Due!

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

17 Wed 9:20 8.1 9:55 6.9 3:08 1.3 3:50 0.5 7:06 4:12

18 Thu 10:02 8.2 10:37 6.9 3:51 1.3 4:32 0.4 7:07 4:12

19 Fri 10:43 8.3 11:18 6.9 4:32 1.3 5:13 0.3 7:08 4:13

20 Sat 11:23 8.3 11:58 7.0 5:12 1.3 5:52 0.2 7:08 4:13

21 Sun 12:02 8.4 5:52 1.3 6:31 0.2 7:09 4:13

22 Mon 12:38 7.1 12:42 8.4 6:32 1.2 7:11 0.1 7:09 4:14

23 Tue 1:18 7.1 1:24 8.4 7:14 1.2 7:52 0.1 7:10 4:15
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The old Kmart building (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

NEWBURYPORT – The town’s 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) closed 
the public hearing last week on the 
proposed Plaza Landing building that 
will replace the vacant Kmart store 
with 212 new apartments. 

The five-member board, which has 
little wiggle room to deny approval 
under state rules, will now grapple with 
several questions, such as:

Is the proposed building too tall at 
55 feet, compared to the old Kmart at 
40 feet?

NEWBURYPORT – Winter class 
registration is now open: art, music, 
paleontology, writing, gardening, world 
languages, yoga, tai chi, dancing, SAT 
prep, haiku, geneology, and so much 
more.

A Message from the
Newbury Water Department

The Water Department sent out the 
fall bills October 1st and they were 
due December 1st. 

If you have not paid your bill please 
do so to avoid interest and demand 

All classes have limited space and can 
fill up quickly so register today to grab 
your spot.

Semester begins the week of January 
20, 2026. Registration and information 
at: https://newburyportadulted.org.  ♦  

charges. Final Notices will be pro-
cessed next week.

Water Bills can be paid by check 
and sent to the West Newbury Water 
Department, 381 Main Street, West 
Newbury, MA 01985. In Person: 
Water Department, 2nd Floor or 
dropped in the BLUE Water Pay-
ments Box in the front lobby. (avail-
able 24/7) or On-Line: Town Website 
https://www.wnewbury.org and go to 
the "Pay Bills" button. ♦

Is it the right architectural design for 
Newburyport?

Will it be safe for the increased vol-
ume of pedestrians and bikers? 

Is there a place for residents to walk 
their dogs? 

But maybe the most vexing challenge 
is whether the ZBA should insist that 
the developer, Richard Kaplan’s Port 
Plaza Realty Trust, build a left-hand 
turn lane on Low Street to facilitate 
vehicles turning into the new building 
and Shaw’s parking lot.

The cost of a 10-foot lane, accord-
ing to Lisa Mead, the attorney who 
represents the trust, would be about 
$700,000. And the project’s traffic 
engineer Jeffrey Dirk described the 
turn lane as a something that would be 
nice to have, but is not required due to 
the estimated increase in vehicular and 
pedestrian traffic created by the new 
building.

“A turning lane is not justified by the 
project,” Dirk, the managing partner 
and senior engineer of Vanesse & Asso-
ciates, told the ZBA. 

The bottom line, according to the 
board’s discussion, is that this intersec-
tion has long been deficient. Vehicles 
traveling downhill from Storey Avenue 
are usually in a hurry to get to work 
and school and often swing around 
vehicles turning left into the plaza. 
There is no turn lane now.

Kaplan opposes building the turning 
lane to solve a traffic problem the proj-
ect is not creating. As ZBA chair Rob 
Ciampitti said, “It is a pre-existing con-
dition.” 

There has been strong public sup-

port for adding the lane, which would 
increase the width of Low Street in 
front of Hodgie’s Two ice cream shop 
from 36 to 42 feet. In addition to the 
proposed standard 10-foot turn lane in 
the center, there would be two 11-foot 
wide through lanes on either side of 
the turn lane and two five-foot bicycle 
lanes against each curb. 

In place of the turn lane, the devel-
oper is proposing to add a Hawk Sig-
nal, a flashing stop light pedestrians 
can order, and a well-striped crosswalk 
to create more safety for pedestrians 
crossing Low Street to catch a MeVa 
bus. 

Mead also told the ZBA that MeVa 
has been asked to begin again making 
a stop inside the plaza in front of the 
new building. 

“This would encourage residents to 
ride the bus,” she said.

The ZBA might also propose that 
the developer build an island opposite 
the turning lane, which would calm 
traffic and give pedestrians a safe zone 
in the middle of the street to stand 
while crossing. 

The ZBA vice chair Ken Swanson 
was also worried that unless there is 
a turn lane, the increased number of 
bicyclists might be threatened by frus-
trated drivers sweeping into the bike 
lane to go around cars backed up to 
turn left into the plaza. 

Dirk dismissed Swanson’s concern, 
saying there are no reported accidents 
involving a car and a bicyclist at that 
intersection. 

The ZBA began this week to debate 

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

Continued on page 4
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Special Extended Deadline 
The Town Common

GET YOUR AD SPACE RESERVED BY THIS 
FRIDAY FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!

Advertise@TheTownCommon.com
The paper reserves the right to reject any ad or copy at any time for any reason.
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Ad

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Cindy Collins facilitates Wreaths Across America in Georgetown (Photo: Maureen Aulson)

Car begin to cluster on Central Street Georgetown at Wreaths Across America ceremony (Photo: Maureen Aulson)

Tammy and Ron Garron, coordinators for the Wreaths Across Americain Rowley (File photo )

Rowley Photos by Stewart Lytle

Roger Mercaldi Jr. unloads tubes of wreaths at Georgetown Public Safety 
building days before the ceremony. (Photo: Maureen Aulson)

Wreaths Across America Local Ceremonies

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor
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DEATH NOTICES        Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger
Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone

John Paul Jones Ipswich C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Barbara Ann Hagan Topsfield Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
John Hamilton Steiger Gloucester Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
David J. Harrison, Sr. Gloucester Campbell Funeral Home Gloucester 978-283-0884
Francis Crosby Dorchester Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Nancy F. Buckley Haverhill Berube-Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-373-1158
Elizabeth A. Davis N Andover Conte Funeral Home N Andover 978-681-5000
John P. Slattery N Andover Conte Funeral Home N Andover 978-681-5000
Patricia Cecilia (Mee) Marvin Prescott, AZ Conte Funeral Home Andover 978-470-8000
Maria F. Vieira Peabody Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Dorothy Ann Bonfanti Peabody Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Maria V. Silva Peabody Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Marie I. Gerokoulis Peabody Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Sandra Cwalina Lynn Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Stella Wiggin Peabody, Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Dr. Jim Leonard Lynn, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Robert D. Thys, Sr. Haverhill Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Barbara L. Roche N Andover John Breen Memorial Funeral Home N Andover 978-682-8381
Roberta J. (D’Arcangelo) Grover Haverhill Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Krystyna Ventura Windham, NH Mackey Funeral Home Middleton 978-774-0033
Joseph Picard Gloucester Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Teresa Iovanella Ipswich O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Dr. Edward Richard Barbagallo Peabody O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
George Conklin Myers, Jr. Peabody O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
Richard Dale Tubbs Beverly O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Danvers 978-774-6600
John C. Orfanos Salisbury Elliott, Woodworth & Rogers Family Funeral Home Newburyport 978-462-4323
Wayne P. Reily Amesbury Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Amesbury 978-388-0288
Marion E. Nolan Amesbury Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Amesbury 978-388-0288
Sheryl K. Niswender Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Barbara Ann Driscoll Exeter, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Gretchen E. Behl Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
RuthO’Neil Newburyport Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte Funeral Home Newburyport 978-465-9323

Continued from page 2d,
PORT PLAZA

Coming this Winter ...
a new feature:

Focus on Real Estate
From Shelters to Apartments to Homes, 

Investments and More  - An ongoing 
guide/resource for our readers.

Feature Your Bank, Lender, Real Estate, 
Appraisal, Inspection, business!

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

whether to approve the proposed Plaza 
Landing apartments that will offer 25 
percent of the 212 apartments at a 
rental reserved for tenants who earn 
below 80 percent of the area’s median 
income or about $127,000. The 

remainder of the units would be mar-
ket-rate rentals for at least 35 years.

That will make the city’s housing 
stock about 12 percent affordable, 
which is over the state’s mandate of 10 
percent, that allows the city more reg-
ulatory oversight in approving future 
housing projects. ♦

Cars turning left off Low Street (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

Rowley's Wreaths Across America coordinators Tammy Garron (far left) and husband Ron Garron (far right) and veteran 
organizer Walter Pomerleau (center) shown with some of the many participants at Rowley's ceremony  (Courtesy photo)

GEORGETOWN  –  The 
G-TOWN Café has been nominated 
for The Town Common 2025 Busi-
ness Christmas Decoration Award.

The cafe is a hidden treasure, situ-
ated on the far corner of the Build-

ing Supply, in addition to the best 
cinnmon sticks, the cafew has real, 
fresh-baked donuts, muffins, and pas-
tries. Order online at gtowncafe.com 
for rapid pickup of breakfast or lunch! 
They're open from 4:30- a.m. until 4 

p.m!  
Please send your nomination 

photo and short write-up includ-
ing photographer and location to: 
editor@thetowncommon.com by Fri-
day, Dec. 19th! 

G-TOWN Café: Nominated for Regional
Business Christmas Decoration Award

Stockings, presents, snowmen, and sleighs decorate the inside of the G-Town Café  (Town Common Photo)

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Make your holiday preparations one 
step at time in order to avoid being 
overwhelmed and leaving things 
undone. That confusing family situa-
tion continues to work itself out.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Ease 
this year’s holiday money pressures 
by letting your thrifty side guide you 
as you look for those perfect gifts that 
typically reflect your good taste and 
love of beauty. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
You’ll have a good handle on poten-
tial holiday problems if you delegate 
tasks to family members, friends or 
co-workers — most of whom will be 
more than happy to help out.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Right now you are especially vulner-
able to holiday scams that seek to take 
advantage of your generosity. Best 
advice: Check them out before you 
transfer any money.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The 
upcoming holiday season gives the 
Big Cat much to purr about. Relation-
ships grow stronger, and new opportu-
nities loom on the horizon, just wait-
ing to be pounced on.

VIRGO (Aug 23 to September 22) 
A changing situation brings conflict-
ing advice about how to go forward 
with your holiday plans. Your best bet: 
Make the decision you feel most com-
fortable with. 

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Holiday plans get back on track 
after some confusion about the direc-
tion you expected to take. A potential-
ly troublesome money matter needs 
your immediate attention.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Your holiday preparations are 
on track. But you need to confront a 
personal situation while you can still 
keep it from overwhelming every-
thing else.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Tight financial mat-
ters ease a bit during this holiday sea-
son. But the sagacious Sagittarian is 
well-advised to keep a tight hold on 
the reins while shopping for gifts.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Don’t put off making 
decisions about this year’s holiday 
celebrations, despite the negative 
comments you’ve been getting from 
several quarters. Do it NOW!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) The holidays will bring new 
friends and new opportunities. Mean-
while, be careful to use your energy 
wisely as you go about making holi-
day preparations. 

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) There’s good news coming from 
a most unlikely source. And it could 
turn out to be one of the best holiday 
gifts you have had in years. Remem-
ber to stay positive.

BORN THIS WEEK: You are 
respected for your honesty and loy-
alty. You make friends slowly — but 
with rare exceptions, they’re in your 
life forever.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

FLAGS ACROSS AMERICA PLAQUE at their HUGE tree farm in Washington County, Maine. (Photo by Maureen Aulson)

Wreaths Across America



Dec. 17 - Dec. 23, 2025Page 6                                                                                         www.TheTownCommon.com                                       

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

TROYBILT 
HORSE ROTOTILLER

WITH PTO
FOR PARTS
EDITOR

THETOWNCOMMON.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED: 2 POSTITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best
DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT, PROFESSIONAL

We're looking for YOU, and we think you might be looking for us.
As an Account Manager you’ll enjoy meeting with community business leaders, returning phone calls, talking 

with advertising clients, and most importantly, help deliver loyal customers to our dedicated advertisers.

So, if you’re a good person with clear communication skills and are seeking a serious opportunity to make money, then contact us 
at The Town Common.

editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, full-time or part-time, while earning generous commissions and 
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REGIONAL – The Newburyport Black His-
tory Initiative (NBHI), in celebrating the great 
liberator, William Lloyd Garrison last week, hon-
ored an unsung local heroine who persuaded the 
school committee in the late 1950s that Black-
faced minstrel shows created false stereotypes of 
black residents.

“This is also a story of an ordinary person’s 
public bravery and action at the local level to 
make some change in a complicated world,” city’s 
senior planner Geordie Vining said of Helen M. 
Hunt, who died in 1991 at age 80. 

A Girl Scout Troop leader, cancer crusader and 
photographer with her own studio, Hunt was 
part of the Cousins’ family, which includes Frank 
Cousins, Jr., a former Newburyport city coun-
cilor, legislator, sheriff, chamber of commerce 
president and now co-chair of the Whittier Voca-
tional High School building committee. 

Beginning in the 1830, black minstrels were 
popular around the country including here 
in Newburyport, Amesbury and North Shore 
towns. At blackface minstrel shows in theaters, 
churches, fraternal orders and schools, white per-
formers wore black makeup with big lips, eyes 
and wigs, outlandish clothing to dance, play ban-
jos and tambourines and crack often racist jokes, 
frequently using the N word. 

“Blackface minstrelsy provided a standardized 
set of one-dimensional stereotypes that presented 
Black people as figures of fun: Comical, frivo-
lous, lazy, ignorant, arrogant, dull-witted, fid-
gety, servile, superstitious, cowardly, lecherous, 
prone to thievery,” Vining said.

In a presentation to a packed room at the 
Newburyport Public Library, Vining said, 

“Whether well-intentioned or not,” the min-
strels created “potent caricatures of Black peo-
ple.”

In 1959, in the early days of the national civil 
rights movement, Hunt asked the School Com-
mittee to deny a request to allow a Blackfaced 
Minstrel to be performed in the school audito-
rium. Considering the popularity of the black-
faced minstrels at the time, the committee 
granted the request, but did not allow the min-
strel performers to blacken their faces. 

Vining wrote in an email, that Hunt, who was 
called “Aunt Sister” by the large Cousins’ family, 
demonstrated the evolution of attitudes about 
Newburyport race relations. She followed in the 
footsteps of Frederick Douglass in 1848, who 
opposed the black-faced minstrels in Virginia, 
writing: “…the filthy scum of white society…
have stolen from us a complexion denied to 

them by nature, in which to make money, and 
pander to the corrupt taste of their white fel-
low-citizens.”

In researching race relations for the NBHI, 
which he helped found, Vining said there were 
“so many old stories in the paper about these 
blackface minstrel shows, they jumped out at 
me, including the story of Mrs. Helen M. Hunt 
standing up publicly to stop them and the news-
paper editorials against her.” 

Black-faced minstrels in Newburyport and 
nearby towns focused heavily on Dixie music 
and romanticized life on plantations with con-
tented slaves. The popularity was also driven by 
a false impression of the rigid social order in the 
old Confederacy.   

Various organizations staged minstrels in the 
Newbury Grange Hall, the Rowley VFW and 
by the Knights of Columbus in Amesbury. The 

“One of Mrs. Hunt’s nephews wrote to me,” 
Vining said. It read, “thank you for your work 
and honoring our family history...and to our 
beloved Newburyport. One of her grandsons 
gave me a big man-hug afterwards, which I 
loved.”  ♦

Girl Scouts performed minstrels at 
the Old South Church and at the 
Belleville Congregational Church, 
as well as city hall in Newburyport. 

In a 1959 Newburyport Daily 
News editorial, Ed Plante wrote:  
“We consider it foolishness… when 
white people are pressured into 
believing that a minstrel show is 
derogatory to all Negroes…. the 
cause of the Negro can only be 
harmed by the kind of militancy 
which rejects the warmth and good 
humor of a minstrel show.” 

Forty-six years later Plante 
reversed his views on minstrels, 
writing: “We don’t have minstrel 
shows anymore, and for good rea-
son.”

Rowley and Ipswich, contin-
ued blackface minstrel shows, over 
some objections, until at least 1965, 
insisting in Ipswich that “the Negro 
people should be honored.” In Mer-
rimac, minstrel shows continued 
until 2004, but minus the blackface 
and related parody, Vining said. 

At the annual Garrison Week pre-
sentation this week, a large number 
of the Cousins’ family, which traces 
its history in the region more than 
150 years, joined the crowd that lis-
tened Vining tell Hunt’s story. 

The Cousins’ legacy of service to the nation 
as soldiers, then as public servants is chronicled 
on one of the permanent signs that the NBHI 
erected throughout downtown. It stands on 
Green Street near City Hall. 

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Helen (Cousins) Hunt (Photo provided by Geordie Vining)


