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Students, Parents, Teachers Want Amesbury Innovation School Reopened

AMESBURY – On Oct. 30, the 
Amesbury Fire Department was called to 
the Amesbury Innovation High School 
(AIHS) to check out the smell of gas in 
the building. That call has since 
created a major challenge for 
the school district, headed by 
Mayor Kassandra Gove, and the 
parents and the approximately 
50 students who attend AIHS.

The firefighters found a water 
leak from a steam radiator in 
one class and a failed heater in 
the basement. They also discov-
ered that a pressure relief valve 
in a boiler had caused major 
damage to the fire alarm con-
trol panel, which as one teacher 
said, “fried the fire alarm.”  

Fire Chief Robert JH Serino 
declared the education build-

ing of the All Saints Anglican Church at 
71 Friend St. to be too dangerous for the 
students and faculty to continue attend-
ing school there, and that was before the 
inspectors found asbestos. The school was 
relocated to the City Hall auditorium for 

the day and in a few days to the second 
floor of the Amesbury Middle School 
(AMS). 

KP Law, Amesbury’s attorneys, wrote to 
the church that it had breached the lease, 
specifically the implied warranty of hab-

itability. That created fear in 
the community that the move 
to AMS could be much lon-
ger than the six weeks initially 
promised. 

The district got the AMS 
space ready for the students in 
two days, which 
a parent, Chris-
tine Wade, called 
“amazing.” But 
being back in the 
Middle School has 
caused consider-
able angst among 
the students and 
faculty, which 

erupted last week in a School Board meet-
ing. 

Parents, staff and several students, who 
came to the board meeting thinking the 
district might cancel the lease perma-
nently, asked that  the district postpone 
any vote. The mayor said there would be 
no vote until the board had more time to 
discuss the issues. 

Founded in 2001 as the Amesbury Acad-
emy of Strategic Learning, a Horace Mann 
Charter School, AISH students are held to 

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Mayor  Kassandra Gove: Responded
after public comments: No vote will 
take place on the lease tonight. 

Jonathan Kezer, teacher - invites com-
mittee to come to his classroom, get info, 
discuss with students.

Cindy Collins, parent - We're watching
a pattern repeat itself again and again. 
These students are not optional. They 
deserve stability, investment, and honesty. 

Hillary Fraze - Vote at this stage would
be premature. Transparency is essential. 

Bethany Noseworthy, adjustment 
councilor - continually fighting 
for our students

Matt, counselor - students displaced, 
not given what they need to feel 
important, secure. Put yourself in 
their place.

Parent - Not one word from 
the district. So many 
achievements by these kids...
they need their own space.

Dr. Christopher Sacoco, Teacher 
- Surveyed students - their voices 
need to be heard.. handed off 
time to student to speak

Hillary, parent - I wasn't 
prepared for this, just crazy, no 
plan in place. This meeting 
just sprung up on us. Wrong.

Violet, student - We all went through 
something ... we need a space where 
we feel comfortable enough to focus on 
our academics and learn. I don't need 
to focus on my past ... uncomfortable 
situation ...

Boxford Special Town Meeting 
December 17th

Officials to Present Key Decisions/Zoning Change
All meeting materials—includ-

ing the full warrant, article summa-
ries, and background information—
are available at: www.boxfordma.gov/
SpecialTownMeeting2025

One of the most significant items 
on the warrant is Article 8, propos-
ing an MBTA Communities overlay 
zoning district to bring Boxford into 
compliance with the MBTA Com-
munities Law (G.L. c. 40A, §3A). 
Under state law, all MBTA commu-
nities must adopt compliant zoning 

by December 31, 2025.
Select Board Chair Chuck Costello 

emphasized the importance of Arti-
cle 8 and what it means for Boxford’s 
rural character and financial stability.

“Article 8 represents an import-
ant decision point for our commu-
nity. The proposed overlay district 
complies with the MBTA Commu-
nities Law while carefully minimiz-
ing any potential for development, 
preserving Boxford’s rural character. 

Submitted by the office of 
Matthew Coogan, 

Town Administrator, Boxford
 The Town of Boxford will hold a 

Special Town Meeting on Wednesday, 
December 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM in the 
Masconomet High School Audito-
rium. The warrant contains eight arti-
cles, several of which require action 
before the end of the year, including 
a proposed zoning bylaw needed to 
maintain the Town’s compliance with 
state MBTA Communities law.

Mercury and Princecraft Boats

“Left Overs”
Move it Out Sale!

Continued on page 2
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Send your organization or group 
notices, birth or engagement 
announcements, photos, articles, and 
Letters to the Editor (all letters must 
be signed and include a daytime tele-
phone number) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
Send mail c/o:

The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833

How to Submit Content to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

Continued from page 1
BOXFORD CHANGES

Modern Woodmen Partners with Wreaths Across America

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

10 Wed 3:16 8.0 3:32 8.7 9:21 0.6 9:58 -0.2 7:01 4:10

11 Thu 4:13 7.9 4:30 8.1 10:21 0.8 10:53 0.2 7:02 4:10

12 Fri 5:09 7.8 5:29 7.7 11:22 0.9 11:47 0.5 7:03 4:11

13 Sat 6:04 7.9 6:28 7.3 12:22 0.9 7:04 4:11

14 Sun 6:58 7.9 7:26 7.1 12:41 0.8 1:21 0.8 7:04 4:11

15 Mon 7:49 8.0 8:20 7.0 1:33 1.0 2:15 0.7 7:05 4:11

16 Tue 8:36 8.1 9:09 6.9 2:22 1.2 3:05 0.6 7:06 4:11
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Toni Knott with (from left) Zuzu, Boo,and Linus

Submitted by Modern Woodmen 
on behalf of Managing Partner, 
Georgetown's Joseph R. Soucy

Modern Woodmen of America 
is partnering with Wreaths Across 
America for a nationwide day of 
remembrance on Dec. 13. A fraternal 
financial services organization with 
members across the country, Modern 
Woodmen is supporting this initiative 
to honor deceased veterans through a 
$500,000 contribution toward: 

• Modern Woodmen members’ par-

Remaining in compliance also pro-
tects the Town from significant finan-
cial consequences, including the loss 
of current and future state grants. 
This decision has long-term impli-
cations for the character of Boxford, 
and it is essential that it be considered 

ticipation to lay wreaths at selected 
cemeteries, including locally, on 
National Wreaths Across America 
Day.

• A wreath-for-wreath donation 
match for wreath sponsorships made 
by Modern Woodmen members for 
placement at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

Modern Woodmen members and 
local volunteers will honor veterans by 
adorning headstones with live balsam 
wreaths on Saturday, Dec. 13, 12 p.m. 

and decided by the full community, 
not just the Select Board. We encour-
age residents to learn about the pro-
posal and participate in this import-
ant vote.”

The financial implications of com-
pliance are significant. Boxford cur-
rently has over $1.2 million in state-
awarded grants at risk, including 
infrastructure and education funding. 
Looking ahead, the Town estimates 
that approximately $3 to $5 million 
in future grant opportunities could be 
jeopardized over the next five years if 
the Town becomes non-compliant.

Finance Committee Chair Michael 
White highlighted the impact of 
non-compliance.

“Non-compliance with the MBTA 
Communities Law carries signifi-
cant fiscal consequences. Boxford has 
over a million dollars in existing state 
grants that could be lost, and roughly 
$5 million in future grants—support-
ing culverts, bridges, roadwork, edu-
cation, and resilience projects—could 
also be at risk. If these funds go away, 
the costs shift directly to local taxpay-
ers.”

at the Hilldale Cemetery, 337 Hilldale 
Ave., Haverhill, Massachusetts

About Modern Woodmen
Modern Woodmen of America 

was founded in 1883 to clear finan-
cial burdens – not trees. As a fraternal 
financial services organization, Mod-
ern Woodmen’s products and pro-
grams support financial security, qual-
ity family life and community impact 
– the common bonds that unite our 
members nationwide. Learn more at 
www.modernwoodmen.org.  ♦

Town Administrator Matthew 
Coogan underscored the importance 
of public participation in this off-cy-
cle meeting.

“Special Town Meeting is when res-
idents come together to make deci-
sions that directly shape the future 
of town. With eight important arti-
cles before voters—including one 
that determines Boxford’s compli-
ance with state law—it is vital that 
residents attend and make their voices 
heard on December 17.”

Residents are encouraged to attend 
the Moderator’s Public Forum on 
Monday, December 8th at 7:00 PM 
at Town Hall, where the Town Mod-
erator will review each of the eight 
warrant articles.

Special Town Meeting Details
Date: Wednesday, December 17, 2025
Time: 7:00 PM
Masconomet High School Auditorium
www.boxfordma.gov/SpecialTown

    Meeting2025
For additional information, please con-

tact the Town Administrator’s Office at 
(978) 887-6000.

REGIONAL – With the long fed-
eral government shutdown that threat-
ened to shut off SNAP food assistance, 
there has been a lot of focus on the doz-
ens of food pantries for people in our 
area. 

But what about food and supplies for 
pets?

Shayna Gatautis and Toni Knott, 
both residents of 
Georgetown, have 
launched the Essex 
County Pet Pan-
try, a not-for-profit 
organization that 
aspires to make pet 
food and supplies 
accessible to fami-
lies that are strug-
gling to keep their 
furry friends fed. 

“Our hope is to build a sustainable, 
county-wide network that ensures 
no pet goes hungry and no family 
has to make the heartbreaking choice 
between caring for themselves or their 
furry loved ones,” Gatautis wrote.

Knott, who has fostered as many as 
11 dogs, wrote: “The cost to love a pet 
is real. Food, vet visits and trying to 
keep up with their needs is overwhelm-
ing.  The economy right now is terri-
ble and getting worse.  People are going 
without and pets are being surrendered 
because of the struggle.”

The two are working with a similar 
pet pantry in Central Massachusetts, 

which solicits donations, food and sup-
ply as well as financial contributions. 
The plan is to have central locations for 
drop off and pick up or delivery. 

“Essex Country Pet Panty is here to 
help.  We don't want you to give up 
your pets or for them to go without. 
They are a part of our families,” Gatau-
tis wrote.

Food pantries like the First Parish 
Newbury 
Food Bank 
in Newbury 
offers pet 
food, along 
with collect-
ing and dis-
tributing 
food and 
supplies for 
humans. A 
partnership 
with these 

food banks, which have highly devel-
oped collection and distribution pro-
grams, could help solve the problem of 
pet lovers having to give up pets when 
the caregiver has problems. 

Donors can order through our Ama-
zon or Chewy wish lists, which ship 
directly to our volunteers’ homes. We 
also accept Venmo, PayPal, checks or 
cash. 

“Every donation, big or small, helps 
keep local pets fed and loved,” Gatau-
tis wrote.

For more information or to support 
the organization, its email is 

Essexcountypetpantry@gmail.com   

New Pet Food Pantry!
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300
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Ad

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Continued on page 4

GROVELAND – The Grove-
land Post Office has been nominated 
for The Town Common 2025 Business 
Christmas Decoration Award.

The much admired decorations have 

SALISBURY – Rita Parisi will pres-
ent *I Am Zelda*, an original one-act 
play about the extraordinary life of 
Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald, at Actors Studio 
of Newburyport at Crossroads Plaza (1 
Merrill Street, Salisbury, MA) on Satur-
day, December 27 at 7:30 PM.

This special benefit perfor-
mance supports the Actors Studio of 
Newburyport, a long-standing home 
for original and independent theatre 
on the North Shore.

Long reduced to myth as the flam-
boyant muse of F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zel-
da’s true story is far more complex — 
and far more compelling. *I Am Zelda* 
brings her voice to the forefront.

Set on New Year’s Eve, 1940, the 
play finds Zelda living with her mother 
in Montgomery, Alabama. Scott has 
recently died, and her Southern belle 
and flapper days are long since behind 
her. Standing at the edge of a new year, 

transformed the Main Street location 
adjacent to the bridge into a welcom-
ing showpiece Who thought going to 
the Post Office could be such fun! 

Please send your nomination 

she is forced to confront her past and 
what may await her in the future. The 
result is an intimate, poignant portrait 
of a woman determined to reclaim her 
own narrative.

Rita Parisi, the creator and performer 
of *I Am Zelda*, has been entertaining 
audiences across New England for 30 
years. In 2005 she founded Waterfall 
Productions to develop theatrical pro-
grams inspired by her love of literature, 
history, and character storytelling. Her 
shows have been performed through-
out New England, New Jersey, New 
York, and Florida.

Rita is also active in film, with work 
shown at both the Boston Interna-
tional Film Festival and the Cannes 
Film Festival. She is a proud member 
of SAG-AFTRA.

For more information, please contact 
Rita Parisi at Rita@IAmZeldaThePlay.
com or visit IAmZeldaThePlay.com.

photo and short write-up includ-
ing photographer and location to: 
editor@thetowncommon. com by 
Friday, Dec. 19th! Winners will be 
announced Christmas Eve! 

Groveland Post Office: Nominated for Regional
Business Christmas Decoration Award

Rita Parisi presents *I Am Zelda* — A one-act play 
about the woman who inspired *The Great Gatsby*

After hours view of the Groveland Post Office's Christmas Displays (Town Common Photo)

Rita Parisi as Zelda Fitzgerald in the one-act play “I Am 
Zelda. Zelda photo © The Everett Collection (used by 

permission) • Rita Parisi photo © Robin Terhune.

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

NEVER MISS AN ISSUE!
Keep Me Up To Date On Local People, Schools, Businesses And Events:

                            [    ]  Mail Me Every Week:  $4/week
                            [    ]  Mail Me Once/Month $8/month 
        (receive an envelope with each weekly edition, mailed at the end of each month)

Send check or provide credit card for autopay.
Contact us:    advertise@TheTownCommon.com       978-255-3015
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Print your obituaries in The Town Common.
Advertise@TheTownCommon.com

DEATH NOTICES        Compiled Exclusively for The Town Common by Michelle Leininger
Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone

Marybeth Burak-Condon Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Jeffrey R. Dowd South Boston, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Christopher “Chris” Wadsworth Lexington, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
John Olszewski Georgetown, MA Conte-Giamberardino Funeral Home Georgetown 978-352-8700
Sister Elaine McTaggart Ipswich, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Michael N. Bentas Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Ann O. Carpenter Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Judith “Judy” Scalese Haverhill, MA H. L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Homes Haverhill 978-372-9311
Mary E. Woelfel Haverhill, MA H. L. Farmer & Sons Funeral Homes Haverhill 978-372-9311
Wayne D. Firth Lawrence, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home North Andover 978-682-8381
Andrew R. “Andy” Slauter Salem, NH John Breen Memorial Funeral Home North Andover 978-682-8381
Nidia E. Simo Lawrence, MA John Breen Memorial Funeral Home North Andover 978-682-8381
Arthur Joseph Howes, Jr. Haverhill, MA Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
Anne Charlotte (Leblanc) Pasek Salem, NH Kevin B. Comeau Funeral Home Haverhill 978-521-4845
 Nancy Breen Danvers, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton, MA 978-774-0033
Timothy Mackey Danvers, MA Mackey Funeral Home Middleton, MA 978-774-0033
 Faylene Calabro Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Joan (Fawson) Duhaime Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Karen Elizabeth (French) Cleary Salem, MA O’Donnell Cremations-Funerals-Celebrations Salem 978-774-6600
Sandra J. Welch Newburyport, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
Captain David Palmer Stickney Newbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
Susan R. Murphy North Hampton, NH Remick & Gendron Funeral Home Hampton 603-926-6500
Christine O’Brien Newbury, MA Twomey, LeBlanc & Conte Funeral Home Newburyport 978-465-9323

Coming this Winter ...
a new feature:

Focus on Real Estate
From Shelters to Apartments to Homes, 

Investments and More  - An ongoing 
guide/resource for our readers.

Sponsor an ad starting at $32/wk
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Bill to Require Online and In-Person Local Meetings

Disappointment in The Town Common

A Tripling of Auto Excise Tax?

by Lonnie Brennan
 Republican Senator Bruce Tarr 

has joined at least 40 other, mostly 
Democrat state legislators this year 
to sponsor Bill H.3299, which would 
require all local governments subject 
to the open meeting law to provide 
both in-person and remote access to 
the public. Currently, a number of 
local boards and commissions do 
not offer in-person accommodation, 
instead require all participants to log 
onto Zoom and participate or view 
the meeting remotely. And often, 
you can't see the faces of most board 
members. Even local meeting that are 
recorded often show only a couple 
of members (see photos above from 
recent, typical, Georgetown meet-

When Mass. Gov. Maura Healey 
rolled out her Municipal Empower-
ment Act, it was framed as a toolbox 
for cities and towns, offering them 
new ways to raise revenue and man-
age finances at the local level.  But 
tucked inside the legislation is a pro-
vision that would allow municipali-
ties to triple the auto excise tax.

One challenger to Healey is say-
ing “No Way.” Brian Shortsleeve 
launched an online petition oppos-
ing the measure. Shortsleeve’s argu-
ment: Massachusetts is already one 
of the most expensive states in the 
country, and giving local govern-
ments the option to dramatically 
increase a tax that affects nearly every 
household is a move in the wrong 

To the Editor,
As a long-time resident of George-

town and reader of your newspaper, I 
am writing to you about a recent arti-
cle you published, titled "Georgetown 
SelectBoard Member, Facing Jail, Turns 
Comfort Dog Over to Ex".

I am deeply disappointed in the deci-
sion of The Town Common to publish 
this article about Ms. Rachel Therrien's 
personal divorce activities. Publishing 
this article implies her service to George-
town should be viewed negatively sim-
ply because of her difficult divorce. The 
title alone bloats biased sensationalism, 
which suggests she is "facing jail" to tar-
nish her reputation. 

 What is even more disturbing is a 
photo shown of her ex-husband receiv-
ing the dog at the police station, sug-
gesting criminal activity. This kind of 
reporting substantially lowers the stan-
dard of the local newspaper we all rely 
upon to give us unbiased, accurate, and 
important news.

 Had Ms. Therrien been arrested for 
theft, or some violation of the law related 
to the public, that might be different, 
but this was an event that happened 
during her PERSONAL DIVORCE. 
I am very disturbed by the numerous 
recent public displays of maliciousness 
on social media about our town politics. 

 The Town Common has fanned a 
fire of growing malice and pettiness in 
a town that has become plagued with 
it. This type of thinking and ill will is 
hurting the spirit of our community 
and MUST STOP! 

 What Georgetown needs is credi-
ble reporting on topics that impact us, 
keeping us informed and enhancing our 
sense of goodwill within the commu-
nity, not encouraging malicious behav-
ior. I would suggest going forward that 

ings).
The Zoom-only meetings were 

established in response to the COVID 
scare (a time when folks were forced to 
wear facemasks, many forced to take 
experimental injections to maintain 
their jobs, and many small businesses 
were shuttered). The force injections 
and mask mandates are - for the most 
part - a thing of the past, but Zoom-
only meetings have remained by local 
choice in many communities.

The bill heard before the Joint 
Committee on State Administration 
and Regulatory Oversight requires 
“public bodies meeting shall have at 
least one-third of its members physi-
cally present at all meetings.”

Those who testified against the bill 

direction.
“The cost of living is spiraling,” he 

has said in various public statements. 
“Why add another pressure point at 
a time when people are barely keep-
ing up?”  Regardless of one’s politi-
cal leanings, the sentiment taps into 
a widely shared frustration.  

Healey, who has spent billions of 
tax dollars on the migrants instead 
of increasing local aid is now appar-
ently looking for ways to avoid cut-
ting local services. 

Shortsleeve’s petition gives voters 
an easy way to register dissent.  Judg-
ing by early interest, Shortsleeve has 
tapped into a nerve.

Whether the petition ultimately 
affects the fate of the Municipal 

you do not publish information about 
anyone's personal life, regardless of their 
public status.  

 Your challenge is to publish this letter 
on your editorial page, showing integ-
rity, your good will and support of free-
dom of speech.

 Thank you,
Claudia Valovic

Editor's Reply: Perhaps we made an 
error in not more clearly stating:

  EX-HUBBY USES COURTS TO 
PLACE FIGURATIVE GUN TO 
SELECTWOMAN’S HEAD: GIVE 
ME YOUR DOG, OR GO TO JAIL; 
PRIVATE DIVORCE TURNS PUB-
LIC, AS CLOCK TICKS DOWN ….

The selectwoman's “personal divorce’ 
became public because she’s an elected 
official whose position was jeopar-
dized weeks prior to our coverage, with 
nasty social media calls for her to resign 
because she would not follow the “law-
ful”(?) order of a judge. At that point, 
we would have been negligent to bury 
it.  Her now ex-hubby’s filing with the 
court to strip her of her companion dog, 
and the judge’s calling for jail time if she 
did not comply would not have been 
something that - after she was sitting in 
jail - we started to cover, to explain her 
absence from the board.

As an elected official, if a private mat-
ter threatens your job, it’s not personal.  
You might wish to talk to her about 
that. We have.

No, we’ll never just ignore some-
thing until there’s blood or an arrest. 
She avoided jail at the last minute by 
turning over the dog, as reported. Fines 
and  legal fees remain outstanding as the 
judge has ordered her to pay the ex-hus-
band's lawyer fees for forcing her to rel-
iquish her dog to him.

noted that logistics of forcing boards 
that currently meet in private offices 
and rooms without video cameras 
would require significant investments 
to purchase cameras and force the 
boards to log into Zoom to broadcast 
their meetings. Others argued that 
meeting in person is inconvenient, 
requiring travel time, etc.

“The pandemic is gone,” said Dem-
ocrat Chair Antonio Cabral. “Which 
way is the best way to really have every 
resident of this Commonwealth have 
the same opportunity to participate in 
their local government? I think that 
is the question. There will always be 
costs, but to continue basically under 
the pandemic rules, I think it’s unre-
alistic.” ♦

Empowerment Act remains unknown.  
Legislative leaders have signaled sup-
port for giving municipalities more 
flexibility, but tax-related provisions 
are always hard-fought, even within 
the majority party.  

Affordability – once a persistent 
background concern – has become a 
central political force in Massachu-
setts, influencing debates on hous-
ing, energy, education, and now 
transportation taxes. The battle over 
the auto excise tax is no longer a quiet 
line item in a legislative package, it’s 
a debate about who should shoul-
der the burden of keeping local gov-
ernments solvent—and how much 
more Massachusetts drivers should 
be forced to pay.

Georgetown Finance & Advisory Committee Meeting of Nov. 5,
showed just two faces, lots of voices

Georgetown Community Preservation Committee Meeting of Nov. 4 
showed just two faces, lots of voices
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

GEORGETOWN – G. Mello Dis-
posal Corp. (Mello) has proposed and 
the town’s Board of Health (BOH) 
has agreed to allow trucks serving the 
new transfer station to cut the time in 
the morning by an hour, from 6:30 to 
7:30 a.m.

The BoH had permitted the trucks 
hauling trash to and from the 500 
tons per day facility to operate until 
8:30 a.m. 

A major concern by town boards, 
including the Board of Health, in 
approving the 500-tons/per day trans-
fer station on Carleton Road was the 
safety of students going and coming 
from school. 

The health board made no change 
to the afternoon schedule, which 
starts at 3 p.m. and ends at 6:30 p.m.

“This proposal is consistent with 
the Planning Board’s special permit 

which prohibits transfer trailers from 
accessing or leaving the site during 
the morning peak hour of 7:30 a.m. 
to 8:30 a.m. and during hours when 
school buses are present on Carlton 
Drive,” Mello attorneys wrote.

Neighbors, who called the proposal 
“insane,” noted that only one student 
on Carleton Drive rides the bus. But 
the bus arrives about 7:30.  

A concerned parent wrote to The 
Town Common, “To think that giv-
ing Mello that one hour to allow trail-
ers till 7:30 won't result in the bus and 
trailer to coexist at that intersection is 
reckless and puts the kids in danger, 
not to mention the time it will take 
for the big trucks to sit and wait to 
enter in prime morning traffic time. 
The town is setting itself up for poten-
tial liability lawsuits if any kid is hurt.”

Mello also proposed, and the BOH 
approved, a change that would reim-
burses the town for installing signs 

Mello Cuts an Hour of Trash Truck Transfer Traffic

Santa's Helpers from the Georgetown Fire Department Collected Toys for Tots Last Sunday

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your 
curiosity might not be appreciated 
by everyone. Expect some resistance 
when getting the answers to your 
questions. But stay with it. You need 
facts in order to make important deci-
sions.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Some of the mystery surrounding 
your recent fiscal situation will soon 
be dispelled with a clear explanation. 
Use this new knowledge to help you 
chart a fresh financial course.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Start your Christmas and Chanukah 
gift-buying now. This will help avoid 
problems caused by possible mid-De-
cember delays. Meanwhile, a family 
member has important information.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Use 
a little more sense in how you plan to 
spend your end-of-the-year holiday 
dollars. Meanwhile, you continue to 
gain support for your stand on a work-
place issue.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Wearing 
that big, loving Lion’s heart of yours 
on your sleeve leaves it unprotected. 
Let things develop a little more before 
you allow your emotions to spill over. 

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) You might feel like you’re not 
ready to patch up an unraveled rela-
tionship. But the longer you wait, the 
more difficult it will be for all parties 
to take the first healing step.

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo-

ber 22) Your end-of-the-year holiday 
plans could be disrupted by some-
thing out of your control, but stay the 
course. Ultimately, things will settle 
back into a normal pace.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Your honest approach to a 
workplace project earns you both 
respect and credit from those in 
charge. Meanwhile, a personal prob-
lem still needs to be dealt with.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Money could be a little 
tight this month. This means that the 
usually bargain-oblivious Sagittarian 
should look for ways to save on end-
of-the-year holidays.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Examine the facts, and 
you might find that it’s a wiser move 
to shift gears and redirect some of 
your goals before the end of the year. 
In addition, someone close to you 
offers good advice.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Be careful that your generosi-
ty is not abused. Find out more about 
both of the special favors that you 
might be asked to grant — and who 
exactly is asking for them.

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) You’ve come through a recent 
rough time in great shape. Congrat-
ulations! Now go out and enjoy your 
well-earned rewards. More good news 
comes in mid-December.

BORN THIS WEEK: You aim for 
the truth, and you usually find it. Your 
honesty earns you the friendship and 
respect of others.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

along Carleton Drive that prohib-
its the trailers from blocking drive-
ways while they are waiting to exit 
onto North Main Street. Mello said it 
had not found a private company that 
would install the signage.

To handle any odors caused by the 
transfer station, Mello proposed to 
hire a third-party company, AirOne, 
to monitor the air quality stemming 
from the plant. The BOH approved 
this measure.

For litter control, Mello is required 
to have all drivers cover their trucks. If 
a driver violates that requirement in a 
three-month period, Mello will issue a 
warning for the first offense, suspend 
the driver for a week for the second 
offense and suspend the driver for a 
minimum of three months, if there is 
a third offense. 

That proposal was also approved by 
the health board. ♦

Trash Transfer Station Nearly Ready for Operation (Town Common Photo)
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  An oversized business card sized ad in this paper costs as low as $49. 
  What a great way to sell your boat, promote your group, promote your business...  
  We're here to do all the graphics for free!  Graphics 'R Us.    The Town Common

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

TROYBILT 
HORSE ROTOTILLER

WITH PTO
FOR PARTS
EDITOR

THETOWNCOMMON.COM

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED: 2 POSTITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best
DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

HELP WANTED
INDEPENDENT, PROFESSIONAL

We're looking for YOU, and we think you might be looking for us.
As an Account Manager you’ll enjoy meeting with community business leaders, returning phone calls, talking 

with advertising clients, and most importantly, help deliver loyal customers to our dedicated advertisers.

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

A Public Hearing will be held at the Rowley Town Hall Annex, 39 Central Street, 
on Wednesday, December 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM to act on an application received 
November 17, 2025 from Sarah Lattrell and Robert Emery. Applicant(s) is requesting 
a Special Permit from RPZB sec 6.1.3.2 for new construction of a single-family 
residential dwelling on a previously undeveloped Form A lot. The property is located 
at 8 Mansion Drive in the Coastal Conservation district and is shown on Assessors’ 
Map 28, Lot 60. At the public hearing, members of the public may ask questions and 
present evidence that supports either the approval or denial of this petition.

Karla Chaffee, Chairman
Zoning Board of Appeals         *Date corrected 12/3/25                12/3, 12/10

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 

on Thursday December 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for 
the Notice of Intent by applicant Boxford Friendship Foundation for the property 
located at: 50 Four Mile Village, Map 19, Block 2, Lot 18 to install a water supply 
line within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                   12/10

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 

on Thursday December 18, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for 
the Amendment to the Order of Resource Area Delineation (ORAD) #114-1367 by 
applicant Thomas Frangos for the property located at: 599 Main Street, Lots 10-1-28 
and 10-2-8 to reconcile the wetland delineation shown on ORAD #114-1367 with 
the delineation shown on plans contained in Files #114-1380 and #114-1381. 

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                   12/10

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles December 18, 2025 on the website http://sta.
ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after December 18, 2025 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2002 Honda Shadow Sabre VR1100C VIN 1HFSC43042A203964
2. 2016 Ford Edge VIN 2FMPK4J89GBB44719
3. 2013 Ford Fusion VIN 3FA6P0H79DR269150
4. 2014 Chrysler Town and Country VIN 2C4RC1BG2ER216704
5. 1974 LABE Boat Trailer VIN 7424877
6. 1974 BMA Boat VIN MFG00120M74C-474B
7. 2009 Nissan Sentra VIN 3N1AB61E19L669103
8. 2005 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHDN56D75U134400
9. 2005 Chevrolet Cobalt VIN 1G1AK52F857586953
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                       11/26, 12/3, 12/10

So, if you’re a good person with clear communication skills and are seeking a serious opportunity to make money, then contact us 
at The Town Common.

editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, full-time or part-time, while earning generous commissions and 
residuals. There is no cap on earnings.
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout.

Newbury Town Library Holding Hat/Mitten/Glove Drive

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Continued from page 1
AMESBURY NEEDS
the same benchmarks and standards as 
students in other public high schools, 
according to the district’s web site. 

“However, at AIHS we take the 
time to build individual plans for stu-
dents based on their academic ability 
and learning style. This individualized 
approach builds confidence academi-
cally, as well as socially and emotion-
ally,” the district wrote. “Often stu-
dents have not felt successful in school 
for a number of years when they enroll 
at AIHS. Once their confidence starts 
to return, students become available to 
learning. Over their years with us, they 
push themselves beyond what they 
believed they were capable of.”

The school continues to be at the 
forefront of education academically 
and therapeutically, the web site states. 

At the board meeting, staff, students 
and parents complained that the Mid-
dle School space is too small and has 
little room for small group projects and 
individual therapy. They also expressed 
concern about the lack of communica-
tions between the district and the fam-
ilies and about the emotional trauma 
some students feel being back in the 
Middle School. 

Wade said her daughter, who loved 
going to school before has been so 
depressed, she is often late or skips 
school. 

One student, Violet, said she experi-
enced a traumatic event while a student 
at the Middle School years before and 
cannot concentrate in the same room 

In December, Newbury Town Library is holding its 5th 
annual Hat and Mitten/Glove Drive to benefit Pettengill 
House.  Started in 2021, the library has collected over 500 
hats and mittens/gloves from the community.  Donations are 
accepted at the Main Desk of the Library at 0 Lunt Street 
in Byfield during open library hours. All donated items must 
be new (sorry, no used items accepted), and warm enough 
for New England winter weather.  Hats, and mittens/gloves 
for men, women, and children are needed.  Library staff will 
deliver all donations to Pettengill House in early January.  
The library extends heartfelt thanks to those who are able to 
donate.     

where the undisclosed event happened.
“High schoolers don’t belong in mid-

dle school. We need our own space,” 
Violet said. “This is not where they 
want to be.”  

Parents and teachers praised the 
Innovation School as being “transfor-
mative” for the students. Other par-
ents complained that the Innovation 
School students are considered “a bud-
getary problem.” 

Dan Swanson, a teacher, said the stu-
dents were told they would be return-
ing to the church building. “They have 
grown up on broken promises. The 
district must keep its promises,” he 
said.

Several teachers said the students have 
proven to be resilient, but reported that 
absenteeism, negative behaviors and a 
general malaise in student attitudes are 
on the rise since moving to the Mid-
dle School.

One teacher Invited the board to 
visit his classroom. “It is the only way 
to understand what is happening,” he 
said. Board member Greg Noyes has 
visited the school recently.

Cindy Collins said the students are 
not optional. “If classes are closed or 
destabilized, it will not be because 
asbestos was found. It will be because 
of the district’s priorities.”

Other parents were even more angry 
at the prospect of their students stay-
ing at the Middle School. One shouted 
from the back of the room, “If we can 
have a new office for the mayor, why 
can’t these students have a school of 
their own?”

The city is moving to a portion of 
the old Provident Bank headquarters 
in January.

Complicating the return to the 
church, inspectors on the day of the 
board meeting found asbestos in the 
building, which must be remediated. 
As a result, the building was deemed 
a potential health hazard until full 
air-quality testing and a comprehensive 
sampling for asbestos and lead paint is 
conducted.

For a future council discussion on 
the school, Mayor Gove distributed 
to the council and audience a copy of 
the lease, which provides for the rent at 
$9,500 a month this year, $10,000 a 
month next year and $10,500 a month 
the third year, if the district renews it. 

A reinspection was scheduled on 
Nov. 12, but was halted because sev-
eral repairs had not been completed. In 
a letter, the fire chief wrote that con-
ditions in the basement raised serious 
safety issues. A pressure test had not 
been performed on a boiler that had 
not been serviced since 2020. And a 
pressure test must be conducted to 
verify that the heating system for the 
entire building can be operated safely 
and effectively.   ♦

Head of Circulation Liz Flaherty with the donations gathered in Dec. 2024.  

If you only advertise
in your town, 
you'll only get

customers from 
your town.

We all live/work/travel
throughout the region.

Advertise throughout
the region and

let your neighbors
know where you are!

advertise@thetowncommon.com
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GROW WITH US!

New Flex Advertising!
Ads starting at $32/week!

Start/Stop any time.
Change copy every week!


