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Celebrate Thanksgiving...Celebrate Thanksgiving...

SPECIAL SHOUT-OUT!

Congratulations to

Pratt 
Hobby 
Shop
20 E. Main Street

Georgetown, Mass.
on your 

50th 
Anniversary
Carrying on a Proud 

Tradition
see ad page 7 for store hours/details
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Rowley Picks a Police Chief

Rotary Honors Military Veterans, Including those from Ipswich-Rowley

ROWLEY – Rowley has chosen its 
next police chief, a 17-year veteran of 
law enforcement, who committed to 
being employed only by Rowley for at 
least the first year. 

Subject to a background check by 
a third party, the SelectBoard voted 
unanimously to offer the chief posi-
tion to Michael Balsley, a lieutenant at 
the Danvers Police Department.

Balsley was one of 11 applicants 
who applied after the previous candi-
date, Matthew Ziev, could not reach 
an agreement with the town, largely 
over the issue of outside employment.

“I am committed to delivering the 
highest quality of policing to mem-
bers of the community,” Balsley told 

Submitted by Bob Wicks
Ipswich-Rowley Rotary 

On November 12, 2025, Rotari-
ans from across the Northeast MA 

District (7930) gathered at the 
Andover Country Club to thank 
their members who served in the 
armed forces.  These veterans were 

awarded the prestigious “Paul Har-
ris Fellow” in appreciation of their 
service.  

Seven veterans from Ipswich-Row-

ley Rotary were recognized at 
the event, including present and 
past members Bob Arsenault (Air 

the Select-
Board. 

Baisley pre-
sented a busi-
n e s s  a n d 
action plan 
for the Rowley 
department, 
which Select-
man Robert 

Snow said when he read it, “This blew 
me away. I looked at this, sold.”

Other members of the board said 
they liked what they heard from him 
about his management style, particu-
larly that he would mentor and train 
officers, rather than immediately dis-
ciplining them. 

Balsley, who began his career in 

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Michael Balsley, during discussion 
before the Rowley SelectBoard

Group photo of Northeast Rotary veterans:. Front Row – Micaila Britto (with service dog Ms. Rabbit) center, Ipswich VFW Commander Larry Jordan (with service dog Koz), and Rowley Selectman Bob Snow (on the end)
Second Row – Retired Ipswich DPW Director Bob Gravino (4th from the right) Back Row – second from the left Bob Arsenault, and next to him Jim Tedford  (Courtesy Photo)

Continued on page 3

Get Your Pies! Three Sweet Peas - Rowley

Kinsey and Dianne Brennan at Three Sweet Peas Bakery Cafe in Rowley
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announcements, photos, articles, and 
Letters to the Editor (all letters must 
be signed and include a daytime tele-
phone number) to:

editor@thetowncommon.com
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The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833

How to Submit Content to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

Daphne with Robert Bancroft, Jr. at the hand-off outside the Georgetown Police Station (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

Daphne  - social media post 
(Photo provided by Rachel Therrien)

Regarding Georgetown Selectwoman’s Prior 
Court Proceedings Article 

In the prior The Town Common article of Oct. 29th, ‘Fighting for Her Canine 
Companion’, documentation presented to the court clerk in the Salem Fam-
ily and Probate Court with request by Georgetown Selectwoman Rachel (Ban-
croft) Therrien for inclusion in Docket No. ES23D1580DR was provided to 
our reporter and reported upon.

 It has been brought to our attention that the documents and notarized let-
ters (signed under pains and penalty of perjury - received, stamped, and eye 
witnessed) were not entered into the official public docket for the case. 

During public proceedings, the judge noted that the documents from the 
selectwoman were not submitted correctly. Mr. Bancroft’s counsel notes that 
the documents were never "filed" with the court and considers the quotations 
to be libelous and defamatory. Given the technical nature of their submis-
sion and timing, regarding the accuracy of the printed quotations from docu-
ments provided to our reporter, we are asking our readers to carefully consider 
the article to the left which updates or replaces for now the prior piece which 
can be considered obsolete/redacted. The selectwoman was unable to have her 
documents of objections "filed" in the matter. With the contempt charges now 
neutralized (dog surrendered) our coverage ends, unless some other action is 
taken which would affect the office of the elected official.

 Background Regarding Potential Jail Time for Selectwoman
 On Nov. 18, 2025, the judge issued a “Partial Judgment on Complaint 

for Civil Contempt” from the now ex-husband which states in part that “the 
defendant shall be committed to jail for 60 days or until she shall purge herself 
of said contempt by returning Daphne [dog] to the plaintiff [husband] along 
with Daphne’s records, tags, and medications OR until further order of the 
Court until she be otherwise discharged by due course of law.” 

The selectwoman was given a date of last week to comply, and would con-
tinue to accumulate fines of $200 per day until December 1, 2025, at which 
time the judge's arrest order would go into place. In addition to the jail notice, 
she has also been ordered to pay fees and fines totaling approximately $5,000, 
thus far.

 Last Saturday, the selectwoman surrendered her companion (see adjacent 
story). Had she failed to surrender the dog, she would have been the first select-
woman in the known recent history of the town to be arrested, and the second 
selectboard member in approximately three decades to serve jail time. 

Georgetown SelectBoard Member, Facing Jail, Turns Comfort Dog Over to Ex 

GEORGETOWN – Essex County 
Probate and Family Court Judge Fran-
ces Giordano ordered Selectboard 
member Rachel Therrien last week to 
hand over her doctor-noted comfort 
support dog, Daphne, to her ex-hus-
band or face 60 days in jail for con-
tempt. 

The transfer occurred at 11 a.m. Sat-
urday by Therrien’s friend, Kimberly 
Fair, at the Georgetown Police Station. 

The judge also ordered Therrien to 
pay $2,135 to Casey Cochran, the 
ex-husband’s attorney, and $1,917.50 
in attorney fees to the ex-husband 
after she was held in contempt. She 
was also ordered to pay $1,000 for not 
returning the dog on Nov. 14.

Therrien, (formerly Bancroft), 
immediately appealed the decision 
to the Salem court, but her appeal 
and request for reconsideration did 
not stay the ordered transfer as she 
requested. 

“Having to turn Daphne over to 
him hurts so much. She is so precious 
to me,” Therrien said. “She protects 
me and affords me great comfort with 
her quirky and lovable personality.” 

The son had requested to see the dog 
only once in four months, although he 
lives with his father a mile away, Ther-
rien said.

Judge Giordano, on Aug. 6, awarded 

possession of the dog to the ex-hus-
band, Robert Bancroft, Jr., claiming 
the dog belonged to their 17-year-
old son, who moved four months ago 
to live with his father less than a mile 
away. 

Therrien did not turn over the dog, 
despite being threatened by the judge 
with a fine of $200 per day.

Therrien said she refused to turn 
Daphne over to him for months 
“to protect her from him. She never 
belonged to either my ex-husband or 
my son. You cannot ‘return’ a dog, to 
someone who never had her and aban-
doned her over 2.5 years ago when he 
(her ex-husband) walked out.”

Several friends, who had observed 
Daphne and Therrien together, wrote 
to the court, citing examples of how 
close the dog is with her.

“This is a clear vendetta and an 
attempt to take everything from me at 
all costs. It’s vengeance,” Therrian said. 

Her attorneys, Jordan Phelps and 
Kathleen Ryder, did not represent 
Therrien in her motion for reconsid-
eration and appeal, saying their firm 
does not handle certain items.

Judge Giordano also allowed the 
ex-husband to keep the family cat, 
which he took without permission 
from their home, Therrian said. The 
ex-husband has not denied that he 
took the cat, she said. 

Therrien proposed that an equita-
ble split of family assets was for Judge 
Giordano to allow him to keep the 
cat and award her the dog. The judge 
rejected hearing her requests.

The selectwoman presented the 
court with a letter from her doctor 
noting that her dog was an autho-

rized support dog. Daphne is regis-
tered on a computer chip to the select-
woman who has explained that she 
has provided care for the dog since she 
adopted her. The chip is a permanent 
form of identification to help reunite a 
lost dog with its owner.

“I don’t know how the judge can 
ignore facts and a doctor’s orders,” 
Therrien said.

The judge is also holding a hearing 
on whether the ex-husband should be 
held in contempt for turning off her 
cell phone while she was on vacation 
in Mexico with a friend.  ♦

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

TIDE CHART

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

26 Wed 3:14 7.0 3:23 7.9 9:13 1.6 9:53 0.6 6:47 4:13

27 Thu 4:06 7.1 4:17 7.8 10:08 1.5 10:44 0.6 6:48 4:13

28 Fri 4:59 7.3 5:14 7.7 11:06 1.4 11:37 0.6 6:49 4:12

29 Sat 5:52 7.7 6:13 7.7 12:05 1.0 6:50 4:12

30 Sun 6:46 8.1 7:12 7.8 12:30 0.5 1:04 0.6 6:51 4:12

1 Mon 7:39 8.6 8:09 7.9 1:23 0.4 2:02 0.0 6:53 4:11

2 Tue 8:30 9.2 9:05 8.0 2:15 0.3 2:56 -0.5 6:54 4:11
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Winterize Your Mercury Outboard 

30-425 HP
Now thru 11-30

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Kiwanis Serving the Community
Narratives and Photos

provided by Alan Aulson
Dressed in Pilgrim attire, John Dug-

gan - a self-described proud member 
of the Georgetown Kiwanis - shared 
that he has a plum position acting 
as one of the greeters to the Kiwanis 
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner. 

Last week's dinner represented the 
48th year the dinner has been served 
in town to the senior population. 

Bob Brown expained how "it all 
started as a scout project ... and 
now, this year, we’ve done 22 twen-
ty-pound turkeys. We’ll feed between 
170 and 200 people. We deliver to 
elderly residents, residents of Tres-
tle Way, oh, somewhere between 50 
and 70 places. They’re being delivered 
by the Georgetown Varsity Baseball 
Team.”

Deliveries are made to shut-ins, 
those unable to make it, and to the 
police station, and the fire station also.

Former town moderator, Beverly 
Enos has been helping to serve at the 
luncheon since the first year the event 
started. “The Kiwanis would do the 
cooking, and the Jacee women would 
do the serving. I love coming to this 
event every year and seeing every-
one," she said. "When we finish serv-
ing, there are a lot of folks who will 
take home some leftovers. I go around 
table-to-table and ask who would like 
an extra dinner, for themselves or 
someone who couldn’t come in,” she 
explained.

Lenny Mirra and Bob Lopes were 
two of the many Kiwanis members 
(it seemed the ENTIRE club turned 
out!) stripping the meat off turkey 
bones. “We pull all the meat off and 
when we’re ready, the carcasses will be 
boiled and juice from it will be used 
as part of the stuffing,” Lenny shared. 
“We do this every year. It’s a great 
event for the community.”  

Kiwanis members start at 6:00 a.m. 
the day of the event, after working 
about four hours cutting up the tur-
keys the afternoon before, separating 
the dark meat from the rest.

Roger MacCauldy, Jr., president of 
the Kiwanis has been serving meals 
for 21 years now. He detailed how 
Billy Roy had started the turkey meal 
as part of an Eagle Scout project. “His 
dad was in the Kiwanis at the time and 
got them to help. The club thought it 
was just a great idea and we’ve been 
doing it every year since."

Roger said that "it’s great to see 
everyone who comes and see them 
enjoying one another’s company. In 
addition to the turkeys, we serve 120 
pounds of potatoes, 100 pounds of 
butternut squash, 40 pounds of green 
beans, and we make our own gravy 
and our own stuffing.”

John Duggan

Bob Brown

Beverly Enos

Bob Lopes and Lenny Mirra

President Roger MacCauldy, Jr.
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

DEATH NOTICES 

Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone
Kenneth B. Howes Danvers, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Diane J. Costa Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Manuel “Manny” DeCruz, Jr. Salem. MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Sebastian Lovasco Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Dakota Mae Raine Peabody, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Deborah Jong Hee Cho Westborough, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Nancy Ann James Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home Andover 978-470-8000
Maureen A. Morkeski North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Elizabeth Ann Theriault Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Mary M. Goldsmith Guzowski Beverly, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Ronald E. Ciampa, Sr Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Richard W. St. Pierre Jr Salem, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Clementina “Tina” DaCunha Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Leea Barbara (Kemp) Sterling Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Lucy (Vitale) Autiello Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Chrisoula Papaefthemiou Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Norman Cynewskr, Sr. Amesbury, MA E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home Amesbury 978-388-0430
Jeffrey Pickul Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Maureen Donovan Beverly, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home Lowell 978-458-8768
Albert G. Decie, II Salisbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
David C. Chesbro Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Joan Grace White Exeter, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Maksim C. Causer Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Ann M. Wilk Seabrook, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Jane Custeau O’Leary Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500

Local Veterinarian Launches 
Compassionate At-Home Pet Euthanasia 

Service for North Shore Families
Katie Larson, DVM

Coastal Kindness
978-440-2009 | West Newbury

Saying goodbye to a beloved pet is 
one of the hardest moments a fam-
ily can face. To help make that time 
a little gentler, Dr. Katie Larson has 
launched Coastal Kindness, a mobile 
veterinary service offering compas-
sionate in-home euthanasia for pets 
across the North Shore.

Dr. Larson founded Coastal Kind-
ness with a simple but deeply personal 
goal: to bring peace, comfort, and dig-
nity to pets and their families in their 
final moments right where they feel 
most at home.

As a mobile practitioner, Dr. Lar-
son has often been called upon to per-
form in-home euthanasias for small 
animals, allowing her to refine her 
skills in this delicate, deeply emo-
tional area of care. In the summer 
of 2025, she completed the CAETA 
Peaceful Euthanasia Certification Pro-

gram, which focuses on creating calm, 
compassionate, and pain-free experi-
ences for both pets and their peo-
ple. Building on this experience, she 
founded Coastal Kindness in Septem-
ber 2025 to serve families throughout 
the North Shore, MA area.

Each visit from Coastal Kindness 
is designed to be gentle and unhur-
ried. Families receive a personal con-
sultation to discuss their pet’s condi-
tion and quality of life, followed by 
a peaceful, compassionate euthanasia 
experience.

About Coastal Kindness
Coastal Kindness is a North Shore 

based mobile veterinary practice 
specializing in at-home euthanasia 
and end-of-life care for pets. With 
deep compassion and respect for the 
human-animal bond, Dr. Larson 
is dedicated to helping families say 
goodbye with love, comfort, and dig-
nity. www.coastalkindnessnorthshore.
com.

Force), Bob Gravino (Coast Guard), 
Larry Jordan (Marines), Bob Snow 
(Marines), Jim Tedford (Army), and 
Bob Wicks (Army) who could not 
attend.  Also on hand was Micaila 

Newbury and then worked also as 
an officer in Topsfield, said the police 
can have a greater impact on a smaller 
community, than a larger one, like 
Danvers, where he worked from 
2012. He favors community policing, 
having officers spend time getting to 
know residents. He summed up his 
philosophy as being accessible, avail-
able and fair.

“I want all the officers to be accessi-
ble to the residents, I want them to be 
available to the residents, and I want 
them to treat people fairly,” he said. 
“That’s how I will treat them, and 
that’s how I expect them to treat one 
another.”

Balsley is scheduled to assume the 
position early next year, after acting 
Chief Stephen May’s contract expires 
at the end of this year. 

In Danvers, where he rose in the 

Britto, a retired Marine who was 
severely injured while on active duty 
and to whom the club presented a 
service dog from the Ipswich based 
“Service Dog Project” in 2019.  
That gift was made possible by a 
District grant orchestrated by the 
Ipswich-Rowley club.  

ranks from patrolman to sergeant 
to lieutenant, Balsley supervised the 
night shift, worked with detectives 
as a crime scene photographer and 
assisted in buying vehicles, he said.

As a lieutenant, starting in 2019, he 
took over the field training program 
and oversaw a program that diverts 
people with mental health issues from 
the criminal justice system and pro-
vides them with needed services.  

For five years, Balsley has also par-
ticipated in union contract negoti-
ations. He conceded that he had no 
experience maintaining police build-
ings, but promised to treat the police 
headquarters as he would his own 
house.

Having worked in Newbury 
allowed him to establish a relationship 
with Police Chief Patricia Fischer. He 
said that would be beneficial in work-
ing with the Triton Regional School 
District, which serves both towns and 
Salisbury.  ♦

The evening’s speaker was retired 
US Army Brigadier General Jack 
Hammond, Chief Executive of the 
Home Base Foundation which was 
co-founded by the Boston Red Sox 
and Mass General to assist veterans, 
service members and their families 
through “world-class clinical care, 
wellness, education and research”.  
Since its founding over 50,000 vet-
erans have been treated.  

During the event, Ipswich-Row-
ley Rotarian and Past District Gov-
ernor Joan Arsenault presented Gen-
eral Hammond with a check for 
$20,000.  The money was raised by 
clubs through a District managed 
grant and will provide backpacks 
for each veteran participating in the 
two week program.  The backpacks 
contain materials they will need 
throughout their stay. The grant also 
will replenish flags in their Memorial 
Garden on the Boston Common. 

Micaila Britto, herself a victim of 
such an injury, really captured the 
spirit of the moment in a subsequent 
Facebook post:  

“I’ve held this pin countless 
times since Wednesday, trying 
to wrap my head around being 
named a Paul Harris Fellow – 
Hero.  The more I read about the 
honor, the more humbled I feel.

It made me ask, “What did I 
really do to deserve this?”

And the answer I keep coming 
back to is simple: sometimes the 
impact we make happens quietly.  
In the work no one sees.  In the 
service we give without a spot-
light.  In the way we show up for 
others because it’s who we are.

I’ve spent my life serving in 
those quiet ways – as a Marine, 
a Veterans Service Officer, and 
now through my work telling 
stories that deserve to be seen.

So, I’ll accept this honor 
with gratitude, humility, and a 
renewed commitment to keep 
serving in the same steady way I 
always have.

This pin isn’t a reward. It’s a 
reminder that even the silent 
work matters.”

Thank you, Micaila, and all those 
who have served – and too often sac-
rificed – to keep our country free.  ♦

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

ROTARY

ROWLEY CHIEF

Sold Single Family Homes
      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73435976 SLD 3 Pinecrest Ave Amesbury, MA AN8279 Detached 1  $349,000   $550,000 
73434557 SLD 1 Warren Salisbury, MA AN8279 Detached 1  $527,000   $527,000 
73437117 SLD 6 Sandy Ln Salisbury, MA AN6566 Detached 1  $529,000   $560,000 
73434258 SLD 16 Emery Street Merrimac, MA AN6420 Detached 1  $529,000   $520,000 
73438726 SLD 7 Parsons Street Newburyport, MA AN7944 Attached 1  $549,900   $549,900 
73426856 SLD 6 Mudnock Salisbury, MA H95172 Detached 2  $569,000   $545,000 
73413888 SLD 76 Cottage Road Newbury, MA AN8750 Detached 1  $599,000   $549,000 
73443489 SLD 22 Brownville Ave Ipswich, MA AN8447 Detached 2  $599,900   $590,000 
73437700 SLD 129 King St Groveland, MA AN8511 Detached 2  $649,800   $650,000 
73425190 SLD 43 Prospect West Newbury, MA AN6420 Detached 1  $649,900   $640,000 
73432931 SLD 215 Andover St Georgetown, MA BB4624 Detached 2  $679,900   $650,000 
73432109 SLD 148-R Elm St Newbury, MA AN6886 Detached 2  $684,900   $685,000 
73429898 SLD 1 Howe St Ipswich, MA AN5155 Detached 2  $689,000   $689,000 
73421332 SLD 18 River Rd Merrimac, MA AN8751 Detached 2  $699,900   $675,000 
73432407 SLD 17 Lincoln Ct Amesbury, MA AN8279 Detached 3  $719,000   $719,000 
73433848 SLD 13 Lincoln Ct Amesbury, MA AN8279 Detached 3  $729,900   $739,900 
73364311 SLD 12 63rd Street Newburyport, MA : Plum Island AN5803 Detached 1  $759,000   $755,000 
73417055 SLD 35 Spofford Georgetown, MA AN6617 Detached 2  $799,000   $775,000 
73433316 SLD 3 Carriage Lane Georgetown, MA AN6191 Detached 2  $849,900   $920,000 
73432434 SLD 11 71St St Newburyport, MA : Plum Island AN6420 Detached 2  $1,199,000   $1,300,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

Start your holiday festivities with 
Danvers Historical Society’s Parade of 
Trees happening Wednesday, Decem-
ber 3rd through Sunday, December 7th 
at Tapley Memorial Hall, 13 Page St., 
Danvers. 

Viewing hours at Tapley Memorial 

Hall: Wed., Dec. 3rd, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4th, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 5th, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6th, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7th, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Admission: Adults $5 Children under 

15 - FREE 

Danvers Parade of Trees 
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Better Shelves. Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens and pantries 
to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, 
accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
844-807-0030 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

AS SEEN IN

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Continued on page 3

Submitted by 
Kristin Hanlon

Director of Assessment, Boxford
The Board of Assessors has com-

pleted the Fiscal Year 2026 Interim 
Revaluation of all assessed property 
values as of January 1, 2025.  The 
new assessed values were derived 
through analysis of qualified prop-
erty sales that occurred during cal-
endar year 2024.  The total assessed 
valuation of taxable property in the 
town has increased by 7%. The aver-
age assessed value of a single-fam-
ily home in Boxford for FY 2026 
is $1,009,800, which is an increase 
from last year’s average of $956,000.  
Valuation changes will vary for indi-
vidual properties according to style, 
condition, location, and size.   

In addition, the Fiscal Year 2026 
tax rate has been set at $13.54 per 
thousand of assessed value, a rate 
increase of one percent over last year.

The new tax rate and property val-
ues will be reflected on the tax bill 

that will be mailed by December 31, 
2025.  This bill will contain two (2) 
remittance forms, one for the pay-
ment due on February 2nd and one 
for the payment due on May 4th. 

The Board of Assessors reminds 
property owners that applications for 
Real Estate Tax Abatements must be 
received by the Assessors on or before 
the filing deadline of February 2, 
2026. For the convenience of the tax-
payers, the FY 2026 property values 
will be available on the town’s website 
by January 1st. 

Personal Exemptions from prop-
erty tax for conditions such as legally 
blind, disabled veteran, and seniors 
on fixed incomes, are available.  
Applications for exemption of the 
Community Preservation Act sur-
charge are also available. All exemp-
tion applications must be submitted 
by April 1, 2026.  

For more information, please con-
tact the Boxford Assessor’s Office at 
978-887-6692, Monday through 
Thursday 8:00 am to 4:30 pm; or 
visit our website at boxfordma.gov. ♦

Boxford FY 2026 Property Values & Tax Rate FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:
The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com

Sharing the note we received from 
the Vintage Bazzar! It's well worth 
the adventure and short drive over to 
Exeter, N.H., December 5th - 7th, 32 
Industrial Drive, Exeter, NH: Friday 
1 - 6pm, Sat 10am 4 pm, Sun. 10 am 
- 3 pm.

Exeter, NH 
New Home for 
Vintage Bazzar
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Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer
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BAGS OF LEAVES
WANTED FOR GARDENS

RECYCLE, DON'T BURN!   Place at: 9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown
(off 133, Across From St. Mary's Church, 3rd House in on right - 

see the big signs, place along the fence)
Questions: Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com

  An oversized business card sized ad in 
this paper costs as low as $49. 
  What a great way to sell your boat, 
promote your group, promote your 
business...  
  We're here to do all the graphics for free!
Graphics 'R Us.    The Town Common

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time   |  Use Company Van

CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED: 2 POSTITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

DO YOU HAVE NEWSPAPER INK 
IN YOUR VEINS?

The Town Common seeks to onboard 
excellent Advertising Acccount Managers 

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday December 4, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the 
Notice of Intent by applicant Timothy Sullivan c/o New England Power Company
for the property located at Utility Right of Way from approximately the Groveland/
Boxford Town Line westward to a junction southwest of Hovey’s Pond, then north 
to the Haverhill/Boxford town line (the #394 and #B154/C155 King Street Tap 
Transmission Lines) to permit general maintenance and improvement activities 
including structural replacements, access road improvements, and overhead work.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                  11/26

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that 
they will auction the following vehicles December 18, 2025 on the website http://sta.
ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. 
Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after December 18, 2025 by private 
or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2002 Honda Shadow Sabre VR1100C VIN 1HFSC43042A203964
2. 2016 Ford Edge VIN 2FMPK4J89GBB44719
3. 2013 Ford Fusion VIN 3FA6P0H79DR269150
4. 2014 Chrysler Town and Country VIN 2C4RC1BG2ER216704
5. 1974 LABE Boat Trailer VIN 7424877
6. 1974 BMA Boat VIN MFG00120M74C-474B
7. 2009 Nissan Sentra VIN 3N1AB61E19L669103
8. 2005 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHDN56D75U134400
9. 2005 Chevrolet Cobalt VIN 1G1AK52F857586953
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                       11/26, 12/3, 12/10

If you know how to sell ads (GREAT!), or are just a good person 
who seeks to earn extra income, then contact me. 

This could be the best job of your life.
Lonnie Brennan 978-609-4183 
editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, where you want, 
and earn generous commissions and residual commissions. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
You might feel like you have all the 
answers right now. But it might be 
wise to listen to other ideas before you 
decide to close the lid on other possi-
bilities.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Bovines give and expect loyalty, so 
it might not be easy to reconcile with 
someone you feel let you down. Why 
not ask a neutral party to set up a clear-
the-air meeting?

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Anticipating the holidays with family 
and friends fuels your must-do Gemi-
ni energies. But try to pace yourself so 
that you’ll be up for whatever comes 
along later.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
More background information might 
come through regarding a decision 
you expect to make. Be sure to check 
the source carefully before you move. 

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The 
strong, nurturing nature of the Lion 
comes through this week as you reach 
out to family and friends in need of 
your warm and loving support.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) A relationship that has almost 
totally unraveled could be close to 
being restored with more effort on 
your part to be more patient and less 
judgmental.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Your sense of fair play is strong 
this week, which can cause a problem 
with a longtime relationship. But in 
the end, you’ll know what decision to 
make.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) You might not know all the 
facts behind an unwelcome develop-
ment, so keep your Scorpion temper 
in check and resist lashing out at any-
one.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) This is a good time to 
reinforce relationships with family, 
friends and colleagues that might have 
been overlooked in recent years.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Family situations con-
tinue to thrive. Business associations 
also improve. Some holiday plans 
might have to be shifted a bit. Be flex-
ible.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Avoid any influence of nega-
tive energy in this week’s aspect by 
not allowing small problems to grow 
into large ones. Work them out imme-
diately.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
A friend might need advice on how 
to deal with a challenge to their mor-
al values. And who better than you to 
give the honest answer? Good luck!

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
sense of honor and determination that 
is palpable and inspires others to fol-
low your lead.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout.

NEWBURYPORT – The New England Tenors, 
with special guest soprano Celeste Pellegrino will per-
form a Holidy Concert on Sunday, November 30th, 
starting promptly at 2 p.m. at the Immaculate Con-
ception Church, 42 Green Street, in Newburyport.

Tickets are available at the door: $20 for adults, 
$12 for students. No reservations are needed.

Proceeds are to benefit the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul.

For more information, contact jan Kolman at 978-
270-5128 or jmkolman46@gmail.com

Questions: Call or text Mike Fay at 978-476-6053.

List your holiday event. Please send information 
to: editor@TheTownCommon.com

Newburyport 
Holiday Concert

to Benefit the
Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

www.thetowncommon.com


