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By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT – The City of 
Newburyport has launched the Port 
Bikeshare pilot program, offering 
bicycles for rent at location along the 
city’s Clipper City Rail Trail.

The program, which allows rid-
ers to use the Movatic app to locate, 
rent and return bikes, is a partner-
ship among the city, Tandem Mobil-
ity and Newburyport Livable Streets, 
a non-profit organization which pro-
motes safe and accessible transporta-
tion options in the city.

Five bikeshare stations are located 

near the MBTA commuter rail sta-
tion, at Washington Street, in Mar-
ket Landing Park next to the Ameri-
can Yacht Club and off High Street at 
March’s Hill.

The system includes 23 pedal bicy-
cles and two recumbent trikes, which 

were purchased by the Newburyport 
Commission on Disabilities.

Bike Sharing Comes to Newburyport

Continued on page 2

Georgetown Water: Health Notice
by Lonnie Brennan

GEORGETOWN – Residents 
received a double-side printed letter 
last week advising them the water they 
have been drinking has 
been “in violation,” 
on-going, since May 
2025. The letter, how-
ever, states that “this is 
not an emergency. If 
it had been an emer-
gency, you would have 
been notified within 24 
hours.”

Under the headline of 
“What should you do?" 
the letter states: “You 
can choose to limit the amount of tap 
water used if you are pregnant, may 
become pregnant or are giving water 
to young children. For example, you 
can use water from another source, 
such as bottled water.”

The issue stems from a notifica-

tion the department states they ini-
tially issued earlier this year and fol-
lowed up with routine monitoring of 
drinking water contaminants since 

that time. Specifically, 
“the level of haloace-
tic acid (HAA5) at 
our system's 12 Bailey 
Lane location, was 66 
ug/L. The standard is 
60 ug/L for HAA5.”

In italicized type, 
they write “Some peo-
ple who drink water 
containing haloacetic 
acids in excess of the 
MCL over many years 

may have an increased risk of getting 
cancer.”

The headline: “Elevated Disin-
fection Byproducts at Georgetown 
Water Department” is followed by a 
narrative detailing that "Our water 

Mrs. Essex County 2025 Debra Stewart, Rosemary (age 8), and Meg Katsumi. Rosemary and Oscar (age 14, not 
pictured), came in third place in this year’s Parent/Child Decorated Cookie Contest at the Topsfield Fair. Rosemary 
won a white ribbon and $10 for her sugar cookies.
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Newbury Golf Center Adds High Tech Fun
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
NEWBURY – You’re an avid golfer, 

but can’t play St. Andrews or Pebble 
Beach this year? The Newbury Golf 
Center has the next best thing. 

Less than a mile off Interstate 95 on 
Scotland Road, the 27-acre driving 

range has added Top Tracer technology 
and monitors on all 30 bays. In each, a 
golfer has the opportunity to play and 
compete on one or more of the world’s 
top 30 golf courses. 

Toptracer Range, the ball-tracing 
technology used on televised PGA 

Eric Sorensen, left, demonstrates TopTracer technology to a fellow golfer. 
(Photo by Madison Williams)

The bikes at March’s Hill off High Street (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

'You can choose to 
limit the amount of

tap water used if 
you are pregnant, 

may become 
pregnant or are 
giving water to 

young children ...' 
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

Message from
Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 

Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

12 Wed 4:40 7.7 4:59 8.4 10:46 0.9 11:27 0.2 6:30 4:24

13 Thu 5:42 7.7 6:02 8.1 11:51 1.0 6:31 4:23

14 Fri 6:42 7.8 7:04 7.8 12:26 0.4 12:56 0.9 6:32 4:22

15 Sat 7:38 8.0 8:02 7.7 1:23 0.6 1:55 0.8 6:34 4:21

16 Sun 8:27 8.2 8:53 7.6 2:14 0.7 2:48 0.6 6:35 4:20

17 Mon 9:12 8.3 9:40 7.5 3:00 0.8 3:34 0.5 6:36 4:19

18 Tue 9:52 8.4 10:22 7.4 3:42 1.0 4:17 0.3 6:37 4:19
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How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

system exceeded a drinking water 
standard, or maximum contaminant 
level (MCL, for a water disinfection 
byproduct (DBP).”

The letter recaps that “Chlorine or 
ozone are added to drinking water 
sources to disinfect drinking water. 
They can interact with natural mate-
rial in the water to form DBP.”

Since the detection of the contam-
inants, the department states that it 
took steps this summer to reduce the 
amount of water held in storage tanks 
to reduce stagnation. They will “also 
continue to look for potential causes 
and reduce the amount of disinfection 
byproduct precursors.”

The letter notes that a “new 
pre-treatment filtration building is 
nearing its100% design completion 
and that it will improve our opera-
tions and water quality. We hope to 
put this project out to Bid soon.” 

The notice concludes with a request:
“Please share this information with 

all the other people who drink this 
water, especially those who may not 
have received this notice directly (for 
example, people in apartments, nurs-
ing homes, schools, and businesses).” 

ThemoFisher Scientific is one of 
several companies and government 

GEORGETOWN - After a moment 
of silent reflection followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance, Robert Hoover, 
chair of the Georgetown SelecBoard 
read the phone numbers and loca-
tions of various food pantries in the 
area to assist residents with food short-

GEORGETOWN - Health insur-
ance premiums are going up for retired 
municipal employees. Currently retir-
ees pay $223/month for their Medex 
insurance. The new rate will be 
$262.12 per month (Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Medicare gap coverage), accord-
ing to Town Administrator Orlando 
Pacheco.

Pacheco told the SelectBoard last 
week that retirees will be notified this 
month of the $39 per month increase. 

Everyone, inside and outside of 
government is being hit by insurance 
premium increases. To put it in per-
spective, Selectman Doug Dawes 

GEORGETOWN - SelectBoard 
upcoming discussions will continue 
to center around policies and pro-

agencies concerned with monitoring 
disinfection byproducts. They cite 
increased risk of cancer, problems 
with the liver, kidneys, and central 
nervous system.

The Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) fact 
sheet on haloacetic acids in drinking 
water from last year states: “Pregnant 
women or those who may become 
pregnant may be more suscepti-
ble to effects from chemicals such as 
those referred to as HAA5. Children 
(including infants) are generally con-
sidered more sensitive to the effects of 
chemicals like those of HAA5 than 
others in the general population and 
typically also consume more water for 
their size than adults.

“The degree of risk for these effects 
will depend on the HAA5 level and 
the duration of exposure. Consump-
tion of water with HAA5 levels some-
what above the MCL for limited 
durations, for example, while correc-
tive actions are being taken to lower 
the levels, is not likely to significantly 
increase risks of adverse health effects 
for most people.” 

(www.mass.gov/doc/factsheet-
haloacetic-acids-in-drinking-
water-information-for-consumers/
download) ♦

GEORGETOWN SAND MINING OPERATION – Todd Champlain
(excavator) and Kathy Potter (land owner of the 100-year-old Zibell Farm) are 
presenting contrasting stories to authorities, with Champlain now awaiting an 
early December court date, and Potter offering her former farm-turned-sand-
mining operation for sale (for the construction of homes/condos/whatever...). 

This spring, Potter allowed hundreds of trucks, directed by Champlain to leave 
her property laden down with sand that was open-pit mined in her back yard. 
She has since claimed she got shortchanged in the deal, that Champlain misrepre-
sented himself to the town, etc., and Champlain's history and court appearances 
leads one to believe part of such a story.

A few days before the town shut down her non-permitted mining operation in 
the residential neighborhood, various equipment used in the operation by Cham-
plain disappeared from the site. Potter told police her ring camera from her home 
that sits with a front row seat to the operations, was of no use to investigators, as 
she had erased all recordings and knew nothing.  

Meanwhile, Town Administrator Orlando Pacheco told the SelectBoard 
that it is unknown what was buried in the land (past and present mining oper-
ations). Neighbors at multiple meetings have provided photos of construction 
debris being buried on the site at the mining spot, and other spots on the farm 
(grassed over now). No information has been made available by the town nor 
state as regards plans to unearth the potential ground-water contaminating sub-
stances, however, at press time, the The Town Common was informed that environ-
mental protection agencies are finally, actively looking into the case and that sev-
eral trucking firms could be potentially on the hook for remediation costs/fines as 
regards what they dumped there. More as we learn on the matter...

GEORGETOWN SELECTWOMAN KEEPING HER CANINE 
COMPANION – Despite a court order to hand over her dog, Daphne, to her 
soon-to-be ex-husband, Georgetown Selectwoman Rachel Bancroft has not 
done so and has appealed First Justice of the Essex Division of the Probate and 
Family Court Judge Frances M. Giordano's decree. 

Bancroft faces fines imposed by the judge of $200 per day for not surrender-
ing her companion. (Visions of Daphne, larger than Toto, escaping from a bas-
ket and returning to her caregiver Dorothy/Rachel comes to mind.) Meanwhile, 
a recently shared video of Bancroft's husband taking a walk past her home, tak-
ing in the sights. Also,  repeated postings on social media by residents elevated 
this public/private matter when calls for her ouster from her SelectBoard position 
became louder, citing an elected official's refusal to follow the direction of a judge.

The estranged couple is scheduled to begin a two-day formal trial in Salem the 
week before Thanksgiving to determine asset allocation and terms to settle this 
ongoing 2 1/2 year ordeal. ♦

ages in times of SNAP uncertainties: 
Our Neighbors' Table in Amesbury 
978-388-1907; Our Neighbors' Table 
in Salisbury 978-388-1907, First Par-
ish Food Pantry in Newbury 978-358-
1077, and Georgetown Council on 
Aging 978-352-5726.  ♦

shared that his wife's premiums are 
rising not $39/month but closer to 
$100/month. Selectman Mike Dona-
hue asked about timing on ways to 
modify plan options for employees.

Pacheco acknowledged that "we're 
in a tough position" but he saw oppor-
tunities to begin discussions on alter-
native plans, options, co-pays, etc., 
moving forward with discussions 
next year.

 SelectBoard Chair Robert Hoover 
cautioned that FY28 will bring even 
more volatile costs: "it's going to 
change again in ways that people 
can't even imagine."  ♦

cedures with a potential of a joint 
meeting before Christmas with the 
Conservation Commission. ♦

Water: Cancer/Birth Defect Concern

Food Resources for Georgetown Residents

$39/Month Increase for Retiree Premiums

Joint Meeting with ConCom?

Continued from page 1

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

Georgetown
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Winterize Your Mercury Outboard 

30-425 HP
Now thru 11-30

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Welcome to The Groomers!
First-time clients will receive 10% off

their first grooming appointment.
Treat your furry friend to the 

care they deserve - 
book today!

The Groomers
908 Salem St., Groveland, MA 01834

Visit Our Website and Book Online:
www.thegroomersgroveland.com

Follow Us
@TheGroomersGroveland

10% OFF

Exp: 04/2026

Dedicated to providing compassionate in-home 
care to seniors across the North Shore community.

Have questions about in-home care for your loved one?
(978) 725-5995 homeinstead.com/300

NEWBURY – With the 
increasing cost of groceries, 
the upcoming holiday sea-
son, and the uncertain future 
of SNAP benefits, the New-
bury Police Department is 
partnering with the First Par-
ish Food Pantry of Newbury to make 
the police station an official 24-hour 
drop-off location.

The First Parish Newbury Food 
Pantry is the largest all-volunteer food 
pantry in the greater Newburyport 
area serving the communities of 
Newbury, Newburyport, Byfield, 
West Newbury, Salisbury, Rowley, 
Ipswich and Georgetown. The Pantry 
fills orders for over 800 people each 
week and stocks nine local school 
pantry programs. 

About 35% of the Pantry's inven-
tory is donated. Donations are 
accepted at the Pantry every Thurs-
day from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or by 
appointment.

Police Chief Patricia Fisher, who 
has partnered with the Pantry in the 
past by supporting donation drives 
and community outreach initia-
tives, recognized that with the risk of 
food insecurity increasing, a 24-hour 
donation site may encourage more 
residents to donate.  

"Many people see Newbury and 
its villages as an affluent community, 
and it certainly has its aspects; how-
ever, emergency responders see first-
hand that it’s not everyone," said 
Chief Fisher. "We see the children, 
older adults, people with disabilities, 
low-income working families, veter-
ans and domestic violence victims, 
struggling to remain living in this 
expensive area. We see people who 
are financially struggling move into 
rentals on Plum Island in the win-

ter months. First respond-
ers speak with people who 
share stories of not hav-
ing the financial resources 
to relocate to somewhere 
more cost-effective, and 
that such moves would isolate 

them from their local support sys-
tems."

The Police Station, at 7 Morgan 
Ave., will have a donation box in the 
lobby for residents to make dona-
tions at any time. Suggested items for 
donation include local grocery store 
gift cards, toilet paper and paper tow-
els, ground or instant coffee, incon-
tinence and feminine hygiene prod-
ucts, sugar and flour, gluten free 
products, hearty ready-to-eat soups, 
canned pasta with meat, and bread, 
muffin and cake mixes.

An officer will deliver donations 
collected at the Police Department 
each Thursday, when volunteers are 
at the Pantry.

"With the approaching holiday sea-
son and the fear of restricted, sus-
pended or eliminated SNAP benefits, 
it’s more important now than ever 
to support our neighbors, no matter 
how slight," said Chief Fisher. " As 
the proverb says, ‘Little by little, a lit-
tle becomes a lot,’ we’re simply offer-
ing the community a vehicle to give 
a little, so the Food Pantry can give 
a lot."

The First Parish Newbury Food 
Pantry is a 100% volunteer organi-
zation that relies on the generosity of 
community. To volunteer, call 978-
358-1077 or email info@newbury-
foodpantry.org. Those interested in 
providing financial donations can 
mail donations to First Parish New-
bury Food Pantry, 20 High Road, 
Newbury, MA, 01951, or donate 
online using PayPal or credit card 
here.

"With so many in the community 
preparing to lose SNAP benefits or 

struggling without a paycheck due 
to the shutdown, community dona-
tions of food and volunteer time mat-
ter more than ever," said First Parish 
Newbury Food Pantry co-founder 
Jane Merrow. "We are grateful the 
Newbury Police Department has 
offered to be a 24/7 donation site."

In addition to partnering with the 
Newbury Food Pantry, the Newbury 
Police Department has resources to 
assist people who are in need of child 
safety seats.

“No one should go without food or 
the ability to keep their children safe 
while in a motor vehicle," said Sgt. 
Jason DaCunha, Newbury PD’s cer-
tified National Child Passenger Safety 
Seat Technician.  ♦

Newbury Police Partners with First Parish Newbury Food Pantry
"A well-oiled machine," First Parish Newbury Food Pantry called her team of volunteers who delivered food to 900 guests last week, 300 more than normal.  

Rentals cost $3 for each half hour. 
A $5 coupon is available through 
the end of November with the code 
RIDE5OFF.

Funding for the three-year program 
came mostly from a federal grant 
encouraging alternatives to driving. 
Additional support was provided by 
the Coastal Trails Coalition, the Insti-
tution for Savings Charitable Foun-
dation, the Mary Alice Arakelian 
Foundation and the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation.

Local businesses can sponsor the 
bikeshare program and advertise on 
bikes or stations. Information on 
sponsorships is available at www.
tandem-mobility.com/newburyp-
ort-sponsorship-offerings.  ♦

Continued from page 1

NEWBURYPORT
BIKE SHARING

CLASSIFIED ADS?
4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

FOR SALE HELP WANTED
SEEKING... MEETINGS

ANTIQUES LINE DANCING
MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

DEATH NOTICES 
Name City/State Live Funeral Home City Phone

Kenneth B. Howes Danvers, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Diane J. Costa Beverly, MA C.R. Lyons & Sons Danvers 978-777-7900
Manuel “Manny” DeCruz, Jr. Salem. MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Sebastian Lovasco Beverly, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Dakota Mae Raine Peabody, MA Campbell Funeral Home Beverly 978-922-1113
Deborah Jong Hee Cho Westborough, MA Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Tori June Wedmore Fort Wayne, Indiana Casper Funeral & Cremation Services Boston 617-269-1930
Nancy Ann James Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home Andover 978-470-8000
Maureen A. Morkeski North Andover, MA Conte Funeral Home North Andover 978-681-5000
Elizabeth Ann Theriault Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Mary M. Goldsmith Guzowski Beverly, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Ronald E. Ciampa, Sr Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Richard W. St. Pierre Jr Salem, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Clementina “Tina” DaCunha Peabody, MA Conway, Cahill-Brodeur Funeral Home Peabody 978-531-0472
Leea Barbara (Kemp) Sterling Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Lucy (Vitale) Autiello Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Chrisoula Papaefthemiou Haverhill, MA Driscoll Funeral Home & Cremation Services Haverhill 978-374-0000
Norman Cynewskr, Sr. Amesbury, MA E.V. Jutras & Sons Funeral Home Amesbury 978-388-0430
Jeffrey Pickul Ipswich, MA Morris Funeral Home Ipswich 978-356-2422
Francis Carroll Lowell, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home Lowell 978-458-8768
Maureen Donovan Beverly, MA O’Donnell Funeral Home Lowell 978-458-8768
Albert G. Decie, II Salisbury, MA Paul C. Rogers & Sons Family Funeral Homes Newburyport 978-462-4323
David C. Chesbro Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Joan Grace White Exeter, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Maksim C. Causer Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Ann M. Wilk Seabrook, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500
Jane Custeau O’Leary Hampton, NH Remick Gendron Funeral Home Hampton, NH 603-926-6500

by Kay Ogden
Georgetown

Please honor all our veterans and their 
families and help younger generations 
understand the contributions and sacri-
fices made by our parents and grandpar-
ents, and other family members, both in 
the past and present. 

All of us are so fortunate to live with-
the freedoms we have in the USA! All 
of our serviceman and wome who have 

proudly protected us, and are protecting 
us, have allowed us the freedoms that we 
have today!   

Anywhere I go, I make a point to thank 
service staff for their work and sacrifices. 
I do this because  I am very proud to be 
an American, and I remember, when I 
was younger, my father had served in the 
Army, Navy, and the National Guard, 
and I grew up being very proud of him.  
I also believe that during the 1930s, 

employment opportunities were scarce, 
and my father had the responsibility of 
supporting a wife and three daughters. 
He was a true patriot, an NRA member, 
expert marksman, and taught kids gun 
safety, proper handling, maintenance, 
and secure storage.     

My husband Larry, Larry Ogden’s 
uncle, Charles Albert Ogden, was killed 
serving in the North Korean War, at the 
Chosin reservoir in 1951, North Korea.  
He received two purple hearts, during 
his service with the Army. He had just 
taken his vows to his bride a week before!                                                                                                                                          
  I was shopping at Market Basket, and 
saw a gentleman with a Army cap on, 
and I approached him and thanked him 
for his service. He turned to me and 
stated, “you know, I don’t hear that too 
often anymore, and I appreciate you are 
thanking me!”    This gentleman’s intro-
duced himself as Dave Comeau, he is 
from Ipswich, and is the former com-
mander of  American Legion Post #225, 
of Topsfield, as well as district 8 com-
mander, and is a Gulf War veteran!!   I 
was glad that I approached him and 
thanked him, and he thanked me!  Then 
we spoke for awhile, and found out, he 
is a friend of Doug Dawes, one of our 
selectmen (and current commander of 
Georgetown’s American Legion Post 
#211. It’s gentlemen like this, that vol-
unteer their time to help others! 

We should thank and acknowledge 
our servicemen and women for the free-
doms they provide.  Next time you see 
a service person, please thank them for 
what they have given us, and not to be 
taken for granted.  ♦

NEWBURYPORT 2025 ELECTION RESULTS

AMESBURY 2025 ELECTION RESULTS

Mayor

Tax 
Override

Councilor, District 2

Councilor, District 1

Councilors at Large

Councilors at Large

Councilor, District 6

All other districts candidates ran unopposed. They were: 
Sharif Zeid, Brian Callahan, Beth Trach and Lisa Smith

Five candidates, all of whom 
ran unopposed for district 
council seats, were:
Pamela Lynn Gilday, 
Claudel Frederique, 
Amanda Lauren Haggerstrom, 
MaryAnn Lawson Welch and 
Jessica Veneris Redfern. 

= winner

= winner

Happy Veterans Day to All of Us! 

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,

and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

Call 978-432-9669
advertise@thetowncommon.com
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FREE MINI 
NEWSPAPER RACKS
to share The Town Common

Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

Better Shelves. Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens and pantries 
to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, 
accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
844-807-0030 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

AS SEEN IN

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

tournaments to track the shots of the 
game’s best players, allows golfers of 
all ages and ability levels to play a vari-
ety of fun and skill-based games, com-
pete against friends, watch the flight of 
their shot and receive instant data on an 
interactive monitor behind each mat.

So, when a golfer drives a ball from 
the mat in Newbury, he or she can 
see how far the shot flew, whether it 
is toward the Pacific Ocean at Pebble 
Beach, down the wide fairways of the 
Scottish birthplace of golf or dozens 
of some of the best and most famous 
courses in the world.   

“It’s the wave of the future,” said Eric 
Sorensen, president of the Newbury 
Golf Center. 

Top Tracer is a game changer, he said. 
Players hit the ball, then turn to watch 
the flight of the ball on the monitor 
three feet away. 

The Toptracer technology follows 
each ball's flight path on the monitor, 
records its distance and other “cool” 
metrics, its web site states. 

“Golfers don’t like hitting into a 
screen,” Sorensen said, referring to 
indoor simulators. 

As proof of that, he said, the average 
length of time a golfer practices at the 
center has risen from 20 minutes to an 
hour since Toptracer was installed. At 
$17 per bucket of balls, the technology 
has not only changed the experience for 
the golfers, it has brought a wide grin to 
the PGA professional’s face.

A board member for Top Golf 
that developed the new technology, 
Sorensen first installed the Top Tracer 
technology on the 10 covered and 
heated bays. But the demand proved 
so strong in the first year, he added the 
technology to the 20 outside bays as 
well.  

This winter, Newbury Golf Center 
will again offer a tournament for play-
ers beginning Dec. 1. The center has 
partnered with the top golf software 
company, Golf Genuis, to offer live 
scoring and live leaderboards all winter. 

With well over 100 players compet-
ing last winter, Sorensen expects to 
have 200 players this year. 

The league is open to all levels of 
players. “If you are a beginner and look-
ing to partner with a friend or a serious 
player with a handicap, this 12-week 
league is for you, the Newbury Golf 
Center’s website said.

There will be both a handicap divi-
sion and a non-handicap division for 
the casual golfer looking to get more 
comfortable on the golf course. The 
non-handicap division will be two-per-
son teams. 

All the leagues are “floating leagues,” 
which means a player has a seven-day 
window to play the round for the week. 
And if you can’t make a week, it can be 
made up.

Playing 18 holes will normally take 
an hour. 

All levels of players, the beginner/
intermediate leagues are designed for 
someone with no handicap or a hand-
icap higher than 30. The handicap 
leagues are designed for a player with a 
USGA handicap under 36.

The season costs $100 per person, 
plus buying the range balls each week. 

For more information, visit www.
newburygolfcenter.com. ♦

Continued from page 1
NEWBURY GOLF

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

Plant Matters
In conversation 

with The Monarch 
Gardner.

I had the pleasure 
of meeting with Katie 
Banks Hone (aka, 

The Monarch Gardener) at her shop and 
nursery at Nutter Farm at 180 Ipswich Rd, 
Topsfield. I was deeply saddened by the death 
of Jane Goodall and asked Katie if she had 
been inspired by Dr Goodall and I shared a 
quote by her“Small actions by individuals can 
make the world a better place,” to begin our 
conversation. Katie then brought me into her 
shop and showed me a quote from Dr Goodall 
that she featured on her wall! I knew I had 
come to the right place. Both Jane Goodall and 
Katie are optimists.

Katie is an ecologist who worked as an 
educator at The New England Aquarium and 
completely converted her Ipswich property to 
a native garden hosting 90 native plant species 
on 1/3 acre.  Soon after, she began growing 
milkweed (to feed Monarch butterflies) and 
selling plants at farmer’s markets. I asked 
her why milkweed and Monarchs and she 
explained that Monarch butterflies are a 
gateway pollinator because they are charismatic 
and everyone loves butterflies. Today, Katie 
grows and sells an extraordinary collection of 
native plants that sustain pollinators. 

Her website offers a lengthy list of native 
plants for sale including trees, shrubs, vines, 
annuals, grasses and over 100 perennials. In 
addition to plants, Katie sells books, signs, 
tee shirts, rabbit manure and seed balls. Her 
business has grown over the last 11 years and 
she works every day, seven months out of the 
year. She believes in acting locally and some 
of her merchandise is locally produced. She 
is committed to sustainability and organic 
plant production. She uses Coast of Maine Soil 
and collects and uses only rainwater and solar 
pumps. She donates a portion of all sales to 
Monarch and conservation groups. Although 
the Monarch population is below the viable 
level, the population did increase last year.

Katie shared some useful information and 
suggestions for better understanding native 
plants for pollinators. You do not need to only 
include plants from your town. Select from 
Ecoregion 59 which is a vast area. Dr Robert 
Gegear’s recommended plant list provides 
plants for pollinators at risk from the Gegears 

Lab at Umass-Dartmouth and the spreadsheet 
of plants on her website links to The Biota of 
North America (BONA) simply by clicking on 
the plant name. (BONA is a comprehensive 
plant database.)

Please explore her website for information 
and hours of operation:

https://www.themonarchgardener.com
The Jane Goodall quote that Katie features 

in her shop is:
“Know that people all over the world are 

working on their little bits, that’s what will 
give you hope.”

 - Dr Jane Goodall, 1934 - 2025
I’d like to thank Katie for making time 

for me to visit her shop and nursery. Please 
support local growers and add some native 
plants to your home gardens. You may want 
to try using some of Katie’s seed balls. Many of 
the seeds are collected locally and the seed balls 
can be tossed into a field or pressed into garden 
soil. An ideal time to do this is Autumn. ♦

Ida Wye is the principal of Ida Wye Designs, 
offering landscape design,  consultation, 
implementation, and restoration. Ida was green 
long before it was fashionable. She is committed 
to creating gardens that heal our planet, one 
landscape at a time. Ida graduated from U. Mass. 
Amherst with a B. S. in Plant and Soil Sciences 
before working for the U.S. D. A. and teaching 
Horticulture. After studying Landscape Design 
at Radcliffe, she began working independently. 
She later studied Urban Forestry and Wetland 
Science. www.idawyelandscapes.com

by Ida Wye

Sold Single Family Homes
      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73428204 SLD 3 Cottage St Ipswich, MA AN8509 Detached 2  $529,000   $565,000 
73428188 SLD 230 School St Groveland, MA AN8509 Detached 1  $599,000   $630,000 
73428092 SLD 7 Peters Rd Newburyport, MA AN6664 Detached 1  $625,000   $670,000 
73437864 SLD 7 Melrose St Amesbury, MA AN4339 Detached 2  $639,900   $690,000 
73421769 SLD 21 Woodman Rd Amesbury, MA C95098 Detached 2  $749,900   $725,000 
73420292 SLD 156 Newbury Rd Rowley, MA C91600 Detached 3  $869,900   $860,000 
73416233 SLD 9 Chase St Newburyport, MA AN8613 Detached 2  $950,000   $875,000 
73390052 SLD 759 Main St Boxford, MA AN1944 Detached 4  $975,000   $995,000 
73413961 SLD 146 Spofford Rd Boxford, MA AN6420 Detached 3  $1,299,000   $1,250,000 
73438914 SLD 504 North End Blvd U:G Salisbury, MA : Salisbury Beach AN0616 Detached 3  $1,499,000   $1,460,000 
73424152 SLD 4 Crescent Meadow Ln Georgetown, MA AN6888 Detached 4  $1,600,000   $1,575,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

AgentsWithExp.com

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101
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Comments?  editor@TheTownCommon.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t feel sheepish about looking to 
spend more time with a special person 
during the upcoming holidays. Do it 
because it’s the right thing to do.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Nevermind letting misunderstandings 
repair themselves. Consider speaking 
up while the healing process can be 
shorter and sweeter, and it will leave 
fewer scars.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Romance is easily awakened in the 
Geminian heart, especially around the 
happy holiday season. So, go ahead 
and make plans with a special some-
one!

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Moon Children can glow with their 
own inner light as the holiday season 
magic takes hold. It’s a very special 
time for Cancers and Libras together. 
Enjoy!

LEO (July 23 to August 22) It’s a 
good time for you fabulous Felines to 
take pleasure in your special gift for, 
well, taking pleasure! Look for this 
holiday season to give you every rea-
son to purr.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) This is a good time to let others 
who are in your life get a little clos-
er to you. You’ll both find out what 
you’ve been missing for far too long.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Open up your eyes and see some 
welcome surprises that you’ve missed 
or overlooked for too long. What you 
find can lead to other favorable chang-
es.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) What you expect to be poten-
tially troublesome might simply be 
especially challenging and well worth 
your efforts to check out. Good luck!

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) A friendship might 
not seem as trustworthy as you’d like. 
This is OK. Ask your questions, get 
your answers, and settle the matter 
once and for all.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) A family situation moves 
into a new area because of (or maybe 
thanks to) some decisions you might 
have felt you could not avoid making.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) You could be cutting it very 
close if you hope to make holiday plan 
changes in time to avoid problems. 
Get a friend or family member to help.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Friends show how important you are 
to them. Keep these precious relation-
ships thriving. They affect much that 
will happen to the fabulous Fish in the 
new year.

BORN THIS WEEK: Time spent 
at home alone nurtures your mystic 
self, while spending your time with 
others nurtures them. Your presence 
is a gift.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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  An oversized business card sized ad in 
this paper costs as low as $49. 
  What a great way to sell your boat, 
promote your group, promote your 
business...  
  We're here to do all the graphics for free!
Graphics 'R Us.    The Town Common

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

HELP WANTED: 2 POSITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

DO YOU HAVE NEWSPAPER INK 
IN YOUR VEINS?

The Town Common seeks to onboard 
excellent Advertising Acccount Managers 

GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE                                                

Notice is given that the Georgetown Planning Board shall hold a Public Hearing in 
accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A, Section 11, 
and the provisions of Site Plan Review, as provided in §165-83V: Modifications to 
approved site plans of the Town of Georgetown Zoning Bylaws. The Public Hearing 
will be for modification of an approved Site Plan and related special permits at 93 
Tenney Street. 

This public hearing shall be held remotely on Wednesday, 19 NOVEMBER 2025 
at 7:30 P.M., in accordance with the Executive Order waiving certain provisions of 
M.G.L. c. 30A, sec. 20 during the COVID-19 pandemic, which was extended to 
JUNE 30, 2027 by action of the General Court and signed by Gov. Healey.  Interested 
persons are invited to participate in the above-cited hearing, via computer, tablet, 
smartphone by connecting to the following: 

ZOOM: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82968978144   Meeting ID: 82968 978144  
Passcode: 078600

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on 
the 29 OCTOBER 2025 meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of 
Georgetown website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting 
will be broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV. Video recordings of 
this meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.
georgetowma.gov by choosing Cable TV option. Full and complete copies of the above-
cited application, together with the associated Plans, are available upon request by 
emailing the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.gov  or by clicking here:  
https://cms5.revize.com/revize/georgetownma/government/boards___commissions/
planning_board/index.php#outer-4524 

Any person interested in being heard on this application needs to appear at the time 
and place designated, herein. Please note that written correspondence will be accepted 
and read into the record of the hearing if it were received before Noon on the day of the 
hearing. Persons needing special accommodations may send an eMail to FOConnor@
GeorgetownMA.gov

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                11/5, 11/12

TOWN OF GEORGETOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Georgetown Wetlands Protection Chapter 161 and its 
Wetland Protection Regulations, a Public Hearing will be held by the Georgetown 
Conservation Commission on Thursday, November  20, 2025 at 7:00 PM, by 
Zoom Link found on Town Website Calendar date of meeting, for a Notice of Intent 
application by BSC for New England Power Company for utility work within 100-
feet of bordering vegetated wetlands and a vernal pool.

Contact person: Michèle Grenier, PWS (978) 352-5712                              11/12

    BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference 
on Thursday November 20, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for 
the Request for an Amended Order of Conditions by applicant Carla Rowe for the 
property located at 241 Georgetown Road, Map 16, Block 1, Lot 5 to amend Order 
of Conditions #114-1395 previously issued for the installation of a sanitary septic 
system upgrade to include the installation of a drinking water supply well and 
associated supply line within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website 
prior to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, 
Sec. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For 
more information, contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                  11/12

Contribute to the Georgetown Troop #50 
Scouts with Your Returnable Bottles and Cans

I'm asking all you folks if you would be kind enough to donate all your 
recyclable, returnable bottles and cans for the Boy Scouts of Troop 50 in 
Georgetown.The boys use this money to do their projects and go on trips 
during the winter and summer. They also donate scholarships! They could 
not do this without your support!

My name is Kay Lee Ogden, and I am willing to drive around and pick 
up your recyclables, and cash them in and give the money to the Scouts! 
My son is an assistant scout master, and works with the boys along with my 
grandson. Please leave me your name and number, and I will be glad to call 
you and make arrangements. I can be reached at the following:

KAY LEE OGDEN: TEXT 978.771.6884 OR CALL: 978.352.8318 or 
you may send me a message at: KayLeeOgden4@gmail.com.

We appreciate your help with supporting these great kiddos who will 
make these good boys become better men. Thank you. 

If you know how to sell ads (GREAT!), or are just a good person 
who seeks to earn extra income, then contact me. 

This could be the best job of your life.
Lonnie Brennan 978-609-4183 
editor@TheTownCommon.com

You set your own hours, work when you want, 
where you want, and earn generous commissions 

and residual commissions. 
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

If you only advertise
in your town, 
you'll only get

customers from 
your town.

We all live/work/travel
throughout the region.

Advertise throughout
the region and

let your neighbors
know where you are!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout.

Submitted by Kathleen Melanson
Central Congregational Church

 The Central Congrega-

tional Church, 14 Titcomb St., 
Newburyport will hold a Diaper 
Drive on Saturday, November 15, 

2025 from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Each year the Christian Outreach 

team at Central Congregational 
Church works with Anchor of Hope 
Diaper Bank to hold a diaper drive 
to support families in need in local 
communities. 

Diapers are not covered by SNAP 
(food stamps) so Anchor of Hope 
Diaper Bank helps meet the needs of 
the youngest, most vulnerable mem-
bers of our community. 

The greatest need is for diapers in 
sizes 4, 5 and 6. All brands and sizes 
are welcome, including open pack-
ages, as long as you mark the size on 
any loose diapers. Last year’s diaper 
drive collected more than 5,400 
diapers and more than 3,000 wipes.

You may deliver early donations 
until November 14 to the church 
office or have your on-line purchases 
delivered directly to Central Con-
gregational Church, 14 Titcomb St, 
Newburyport MA 01950. 

Contact: Central Congrega-
tional Church, Ph: 978-465-0533
info@centralnewburyport.org

Newburyport: Diaper Drive November 15
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GROW WITH US!


