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BOXFORD, MA – The Town of Boxford is proud 
to announce that S&P Global Ratings has assigned its 
highest possible credit rating — AAA — to the Town’s 
$18.64 million General Obligation Municipal Purpose 
Loan Bonds, Series 2025. The rating, issued on Septem-
ber 25, 2025, also affirms the Town’s existing AAA rat-
ing on outstanding general obligation debt, reflecting 
Boxford’s exceptional financial management and eco-
nomic stability.

According to S&P Global Ratings, the AAA rating 
reflects Boxford’s “long-term record of consistent finan-
cial performance,” a “strong local and regional econ-
omy,” and a “primarily residential tax base with excep-
tional wealth.” The report also highlights the Town’s 
conservative budgeting practices, robust reserves, and 
manageable debt burden.

“This rating is a testament to the Town’s long-stand-
ing commitment to fiscal responsibility and strategic 
planning,” said Town Administrator Matt Coogan. “It 
reflects the hard work of our finance team, the sup-
port of our residents, and the collaborative efforts of our 
elected officials and department heads.”

The proceeds from the bond issuance will support sev-
eral capital improvements, most notably, the design and construction of a new 
Department of Public Works facility. Despite a planned drawdown of reserves 
from Free Cash to ease the tax burden of this project, S&P noted that Boxford 
maintains strong financial flexibility, with an estimated $4.7 million in unassigned 
fund balance and a steadily growing stabilization fund.

Assistant Town Administrator and Finance Director Brendan Sweeney added, 
“This AAA rating not only validates our financial stewardship but also positions 
the Town to borrow at the most favorable interest rates available. That translates 

TOPSFIELD, MA – Robert McGee of Rockaway, NY, won the 7th annual 
Topsfield Fair Hot Dog Eating Contest on Saturday, eating 13 quarter-pound 
hot dogs (the equivalent of 3.5 pounds) in buns in the allotted 7-minute time. 

Town of Boxford Earns AAA Bond 
Rating from S&P Global Ratings

Saving People: One Animal at a Time

Join Us for Fall Admission Events

 Wed. 10/15 @ 5:30 P.M. - Main Campus

www.ClarkSchool.com

Main Campus: 14 Forest Ridge Drive, Rowley      Pre-School: 62 Forest Ridge Drive

High School Open House Preschool - 12th Grade Open House
 Sat. 10/25 @ 9:30 P.M. - Main Campus & Preschool

GEORGETOWN, MA – Sand 
mining at the 100-year-old Zibell 
Farm has led to a property tax change.

The Board of Assessors ruled last 
week that the 5 acres of the 30-acre GEORGETOWN, MA – Select-

Board member Laura Repplier told 
Mike Donahue, another SelectBoard 
member, she can no longer work with 

property no longer qualify for reduced 
farm taxes, saying the land was con-
verted into a sand and gravel quarry. 
Taxes will be recalculated for the past 
five years, and new lien filings must 
be made.

The board informed property 
owner Mary Potter last week that “As 
a result of the conversion of 5 acres 
of productive cropland held in Chap-

Sand Mining Is Not Farming Is SelectBoard 
Becoming 

‘Dysfunctional?’ 
By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Boxford Town Administrator 
Matt Coogan

Boxford Assistant Town 
Administrator and Finance 
Director Brendan Sweeney

New Record Set at Topsfield Fair 
Hot Dog Eating Contest
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L-R: Jeff Brown, Robert McGee, and Marc Freedman (Photo Courtesy of Topsfield Fair)

Cynthia Sweet, Judy Luff and friends at Sweet Paws' Rescue

BOXFORD, MA – August 29 is a 
date that changed the life direction 
of Cynthia Sweet, who founded and 
heads Sweet Paws Rescue. 

Twenty years ago on that date, Hur-
ricane Katrina, one of the deadliest 
storms to hit the U.S., overwhelmed 
the New Orleans’ levees and flooded 

the city, drowning residents who did 
not evacuate, and pets, who had no 
chance. 

When Sweet saw news coverage of 
the hurricane, she focused on a shot of a 
dog on a rooftop helpless and alone try-
ing to stay above the flood. She booked 
herself a one-way airplane ticket and 
spent the next weeks doing what she 
could to save the threatened animals.

“Katrina changed my life,” Sweet 

said. After the hurricane, she took a 
totally different path.

Now she has another, equally chal-
lenging mission. On the same date this 
year, Sweet and her team, including 
full-time volunteer Judy Luff, bought 
the 20-acre Spring Tide Farm and 
began turning the Kathy Borylo’s horse 
farm into the group’s Forever Home to 
rescue abandoned dogs, cats and some 

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

Message from
Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 

Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
Advisory Board Member: 2024 - present
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Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437
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BOXFORD, MA – Boxford Town 
Treasurer Ellen Guerin announced 
that the Town received competi-
tive bids from bond underwriters on 
Tuesday, September 30, 2025, for an 
$18,030,000 25-year general obli-
gation bond issue. Piper Sandler & 
Co. was the winning bidder on the 
Bonds with an average interest rate of 

BEVERLY, MA – Chief John G. 
LeLacheur and the Beverly Police 
Department report that a 17-year-old 
male juvenile was arrested following a 
fire at a church. 

 A 17-year-old male, of Beverly, was 
arrested and charged with: 

• Breaking & Entering A Building at 
Night with Intent to Commit a Felony

• Burning a Public Building or Struc-
ture

•Destruction of a Place of Worship

PORTSMOUTH, NH – October 
3, 2025 – After undergoing its annual 
recertification and independent assess-
ment of investment management pro-
cesses, investment strategy implemen-
tation, and other fiduciary practices, 
Nvest Financial Group, LLC today 
announced its recertification of the 
Centre for Fiduciary Excellence 

3.789%. The Town received a total of 
9 bids on the Bonds. Bond proceeds 
will be used to finance various munic-
ipal projects.

Prior to the sale, S&P Global Rat-
ings (S&P), a municipal credit rating 
agency, assigned a rating of “AAA” to 
the Bonds, the highest rating attain-
able. The rating agency cited the 

On Monday, Sept. 29, at about 3:39 
a.m., Beverly Police and Fire received 
a 911 call reporting smoke coming 
from Pilgrim Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, 300 Cabot St. 

The Beverly Fire Department 
responded on scene and quickly extin-
guished the fire. Through an on-scene 
investigation, it was quickly determined 
that the fire was intentionally set. 

The State Police Fire & Explosion 
Investigation Unit assigned to the State 

(CEFEX®) certificate from Broadridge. 
Nvest Financial Group, LLC is part 
of the elite group of nearly 250 firms 
from around the world to have success-
fully completed the independent certi-
fication process. Nvest has held certifi-
cation since September 1st, 2017.

Part of the rigorous evidence-based 
assessment includes successfully 
demonstrating adherence to doc-
umented and legally substantiated 
best practice fiduciary standards. The 
annually renewed certification signifies 

Town’s record of consistent finan-
cial performance, strong local and 
regional economy, and manageable 
debt burden as positive credit factors.

The bids for the Bonds were 
accepted at the offices of the Town’s 
municipal advisor, Hilltop Securities 
Inc., at 54 Canal Street in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  ♦

Fire Marshal’s Office also responded on 
scene.

Police located the 17-year-old juve-
nile in the area, and he was placed into 
custody. 

Beverly Police and Fire are actively 
investigating this incident, but believe 
the juvenile was the sole perpetrator 
and that there is no further threat to the 
community.  At this time, the investiga-
tion does not indicate any connection 
to any other incidents.  ♦

an ongoing commitment to providing 
consistent objective advice that’s in a 
client’s best interest – both at the insti-
tutional and individual levels.

“We are proud of our recertification 
and work hard each year to achieve 
recertification and abide to such 
high standards in the industry. The 
CEFEX® certification is the equiva-
lent of ISO standards in the financial 
industry and only a relatively small 
number of firms hold this certification, 
” said George Raftopoulos, President 

of Nvest Finan-
cial, LLC.

The CEFEX 
certification pro-
gram is based on 
the International 
Standards Orga-
nization (ISO) 
19011: Guide-
lines for audit-
ing manage-
ment systems. 
The standard, 
“Prudent Prac-
tices for Invest-
ment Advisors” 
is substantiated 
by legislation, 
case law, and reg-
ulatory opinion 
letters from the 
Employee Retire-

butterfly
& bee

organic tick & mosquito control

Now 
scheduling 
summer 
services
— scan for 
a quote!

978.380.3257
Call today!

into real savings for our taxpayers and 
greater capacity to invest in critical 
infrastructure and services.”

S&P also cited Boxford’s proac-
tive approach to long-term planning, 
including its updated capital plan, rev-
enue and expenditure forecasting, and 
adherence to formal financial policies. 
The Town’s ability to pass operational 
overrides with strong community sup-
port was also noted as a key factor in 
maintaining financial stability.

The stable outlook from S&P reflects 
expectations that Boxford will continue 
to demonstrate sound financial man-
agement, maintain healthy reserves, 
and manage its debt and liabilities pru-
dently.  ♦

He set a new record, beating the old 
record set in 2023 of eating 10 hot 
dogs. He was awarded the $207 to cel-
ebrate the 207th Topsfield Fair. McGee 
was joined in receiving his award by Jeff 
Brown from WBZ News Radio 1030, 
who co-hosted this year’s contest and  
Marc Freedman with the Bnai Brith 
Booth at the Fair, which sponsored the 
contest. ♦

Boxford General Obligation Bonds Net 3.789%

Beverly Police Arrest Juvenile Following Church Fire

Nvest Financial Group, LLC is Recertified in the 
Renowned Certification for Fiduciary Excellence

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

BOXFORD AAA

TOPSFIELD FAIR

is the friendly place
to find new customers.

Call 978-255-3015 or email 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
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farm animals so they can be adopted.  
Her goal now is to raise $2.5 million 

to renovate and repurpose the farm. 
That effort is on-going starting next 
week with its annual Barktoberfest, 
which will be on Saturday, Oct. 18 at 
the Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm, 5 Lit-
tle’s Lane, Newbury. The annual event, 
its 10th, will celebrate with music, food 
trucks and memories of all the animals 
rescued by the group.  

In January, Sweet Paws also plans 
to host a fundraising gala at the Black 
Swan Country Club in Georgetown. 
Sweet, who dresses 
most days in over-
alls, said she is not 
really a gala-type 
person, but to raise 
money to keep sav-
ing animals, she will 
dress up.  

The non-profit 
Sweet Paws, which 
has saved more 
than 22,000 dogs 
and cats since she 
founded the non-
profit rescue in 
2011, is still saving 
animals from the 
Deep South. 

A little more than 
half of the dogs and 
cats it rescues were 
abandoned in two 
poor counties in 
Mississippi and Ala-
bama, where the 
problem of over-
population is acute.     

Calling Spring-
Tide Farm on the 
web page “a beloved 
landmark in the 
community,” Sweet 

said buying this farm has helped accel-
erate the organization’s future plans. 

In addition to existing driveways and 
utility infrastructure, the farm has an 
existing barn with 30 stalls that Sweet 
Paws can transform into quarantine 
spaces for dogs brought to Massachu-
setts. There is also a house for Sweet, 
the only employee, and miles of trails 
through conservation land that are per-
fect for walking the dogs. 

“The purchase of the Boxford prop-
erty marks the completion of Phase 1 
of the capital campaign,” the web site 
states. “But while this is a significant 
achievement, the work is far from over. 

We still have two important phases 
left.”

Phase two will include renovations 
to the barn, building a large, fenced-in 
play yard and creating a Casa de Cats, 
a sanctuary at the 
rear of the barn that 
will have an outdoor 
“catio” (a cat patio) 
for adoptable and 
special needs cats.  

Sweet and her 
team of about 350 
volunteers and 
adopters also plan 

Winterize Your Mercury Outboard 

30-425 HP
Now thru 11-30

Continued from page 1

SWEET PAWS

NEWBURYPORT, MA – The Kiss and Tell Book Club at the Illume Book Store in Newburyport read and discussed 
Stewart Lytle’s Spanish Civil War novel, Love in War. 

Seated from left are Erin Tennis, club leader, Stewart and Melissa Wilkinson. Standing from left are Katie Robichaud, 
Ellen Baillie, Maggie Holland and Rebecca Beasley.   ♦   (Photo by Anne Clausen )

Newburyport Illume Book Store 'Kiss and Tell 
Book Club' Features Love in War by Stewart Lytle

NOTICE

Rowley Zoning Board of Appeals 
A public meeting will be held at the Rowley Town Hall, 139 Main 

Street, on Wednesday, October 15, 2025 at 7:00 PM to hold an 
open conversation with 40B Developer Rowley Farms discuss-
ing their plans for the upcoming development located off Rte. 133. 
This is an ongoing opportunity for the community to learn more 
about this project and future plans regarding 3A options.
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

him without a third-party being pres-
ent. 

On Sept. 10, Repplier emailed him: 
“Mike, your initiation of this conver-
sation and tenor of your responses 
is giving me concern regarding our 
work together on the workshop proj-
ect. I understand that our collaboration 
could be valuable, but I am no longer 
comfortable meeting with you 1:1. 

“Going forward I will only agree 
to meet at Town Hall with a third 
party present. (Town Administrator) 
Orlando (Pacheco) has offered to sit in 
on our meetings.”

Asked to explain what happened 
between the two town officials, Rep-
plier wrote last weekend: “This is a per-
sonal, private matter which I will not 
deal with in public.”

Donahue told The Town Common 

in a meeting Friday that Repplier had 
apologized to him and was working 
with him on the projects, although not 
alone.

“I do not agree with Mike’s interpre-
tation,” Repplier wrote.   

Meanwhile, Facebook attacks on 
SelectBoard member Rachel Ban-
croft continued from a private citizen. 
The initial post attacking Bancroft was 
removed from the site, but another had 
not been.  

At his meeting with The Town Com-
mon, Donahue agreed that the town’s 
SelectBoard may be “dysfunctional.”

The spat between Repplier and 
Donahue appears to have started when 
a resident wrote an email to all mem-
bers of the SelectBoard criticizing the 
first-term selectman for his attacks on 
the town’s Conservation Commission 
(ConCom).   

“Your agenda of the many things that 
you’d like to accomplish are weighed 
down by his (Donahue’s) unnecessary 
comments about the ConCom,” resi-
dent Kay Lee Ogden wrote in all cap-
ital letters.

Repplier had volunteered at a recent 
SelectBoard meeting to work on two 
extra projects, involving creating new 
policies and procedures for all boards 
and commissions and particularly the 
ConCom. Donahue joined her. 

She initially declined to say why she 
did not want to work alone with Dona-
hue. She wrote: “Just a conversation 
between me and Mike. No need to 
elaborate.”

In a meeting with The Town Com-
mon Friday, Donahue said he had been 
angry about Ogden’s criticism of him 
and had discussed it by email with Rep-
plier. He said she took offense at his 
email. 

“I chalked it up that she was upset,” 
Donahue said. 

Since her email in early September, 
Donahue and Repplier have met twice 
to work on the projects and planned 
a third meeting this week, all with 
Pacheco in attendance. The first meet-
ing was held in person in Town Hall. 
The second was on Zoom and the third 
was scheduled to be in person at Town 
Hall. 

SelectBoard Chair Robert Hoover 
also declined to comment on the dis-
pute. “I’m sorry. I can’t. I hope you 
understand,” he wrote. 

Emails provided by Donahue show 
that he had criticized Hoover, who 
wrote to Donahue, also on Sept. 10, 
that he had asked him one question. 
After answering the question, Dona-
hue went off in an area that had noth-
ing to do with the question, the chair-
man wrote.

“Instead, you chose to take my ques-
tion and turn it into your opportunity 
to put into the public record (which 
you have every right to do) some pretty 
strong accusations about me. I am very 
disappointed in this is how you work 
within your committee,” Hoover wrote.

Donahue has clashed frequently with 
Bancroft, accusing her of being unpro-
fessional and referring her to the Essex 

County District Attorney for investiga-
tion.  

Last week, a frequent critic of the 
town’s ConCom also stepped up his 
attack on Bancroft, who chairs the 
commission. In a Georgetown News 
social media post, Kevin Wood called 
for her to resign because of a Family 
Court judge’s ruling in a highly conten-
tious divorce proceeding.  

Bancroft was held in contempt of 
Family Court because she had not listed 
her house for sale, although the divorce 
has not been resolved. The judge 
admitted earlier that she had mistak-
enly written that the deadline for sell-
ing the house is May 2026, not May 
2025. Bancroft’s husband, who owns 
half of the house and must agree to list 
the house, was not held in contempt by 
Judge Frances Giordano. 

Wood, who applied unsuccessfully to 
be a member of the ConCom, posted 
on the Georgetown News Facebook 
page that she should not be chair of the 
ConCom because she was held in con-
tempt of court in a private proceeding. 
He repeated several of the accusations 
he and Donahue in tandem had made 
against Bancroft. 

After numerous complaints from 
outraged residents about Wood’s post 
were registered with the site, his first 
post was removed.  

But on Friday, Wood continued 
his attacks on Bancroft, posting she is 
“unstable, deceitful and willfully vio-
lated Court Orders.” 

Wood repeated Donahue’s accusation 
that Bancroft filed a false report with 
the Georgetown Police  

The accusations stem from a $10,000 
report by the Stirm Group, a pri-
vate detective firm, which the Select-
Board refused to endorse because it was 
flawed. The SelectBoard said it “finds 
(the report) inadequate and does not 
endorse it.”

Repplier called the report a “misuse of 
funds.” Hoover, the chair, said, “noth-
ing important has come out of this 
report.”

The state Inspector General (IG) 
reviewed the fraud accusation, but 
could not substantiate the charge. 

No other SelectBoard member agreed 
to join Donahue in referring the issue 
to the district attorney.  ♦

Editor's Perspective Note: 
A Brief Look Back, and 

Perhaps a Better Future 
in the Georgetown 

SelectBoard vs. ConCom 
War?

by Lonnie Brennan
The conservation commission has 

been repeatedly criticized by various 
members of the SelectBoard, most 
notably the past two years where the 
board hired and spent $10,000 in tax-
payer funds to investigate the com-
mission and it's former agent over a 
wage/hours-worked allegation. The 

Continued from page 1
GEORGETOWN ISSUES

ter 61A to an industrial sand and 
gravel quarry,” it no longer qualifies as 
of May for the lower property taxes 
assessed agricultural land.

The remaining acreage of the farm 

was not affected by the ruling.
Farm manager Todd Champlain 

has been selling sand in 5-acre par-
cels, with plans to refill the pits and 
turn them into organic farmland. 
The town maintains that the exporta-
tion of sand violated local bylaws and 

required a special permit for excava-
tion.

Neighbors are split. Some complain 
of noise, vibrations and heavy truck 
traffic, while others support the farm. 
Planning Board members say they 
have never seen a case like this.   ♦

Continued from page 1
SAND MINING

Continued on page 8
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

Serious about delivering new customers 
to our advertisers? Want to work 4 to 20+ 

hours/week, whenever you want?
This could be the best job of your life...

Advertising Acccount Managers set their own hours, work when they want, where 
they want, and earn generous commissions and residual commissions.

Call me and I'll answer all your questions.
Lonnie Brennan  978-609-4183

Come Home to Community News

HELP WANTED

Work 4 
hours

or work 40.
Your call!

Sold Single Family Homes
      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73226786 SLD 128 Kimball Rd. Amesbury, MA AN8613 Detached 0  $250,000   $200,000 
73424106 SLD 28 Elm St Salisbury, MA AN6420 Detached 1  $350,000   $350,000 
73421250 SLD 177 Topsfield Rd Ipswich, MA AN8678 Detached 1  $525,000   $530,000 
73419641 SLD 10 Prospect St. Topsfield, MA AN4648 Detached 2  $579,900   $535,000 
73414870 SLD 57 Lakeshore Drive Georgetown, MA AN7636 Detached 2  $599,000   $585,000 
73419663 SLD 14 Barbara Drive Amesbury, MA AN8678 Detached 2  $629,000   $629,000 
73394299 SLD 1 Carter Avenue Salisbury, MA : Salisbury Beach C95283 Detached 1  $650,000   $620,000 
73415159 SLD 137 High Street Topsfield, MA AC2087 Detached 1  $670,000   $655,000 
73417788 SLD 11 Birch Ln Ipswich, MA AN8447 Detached 2  $699,000   $697,000 
73413781 SLD 354 Center St Groveland, MA AN6958 Detached 2  $749,900   $750,000 
73402716 SLD 39 Jewett St Georgetown, MA AN7000 Detached 2  $835,000   $835,000 
73415690 SLD 29 Long Hill Road Georgetown, MA AC0342 Detached 3  $859,000   $865,000 
73380643 SLD 11 Congress St Newburyport, MA AN7000 Detached 2  $870,000   $860,000 
73419913 SLD 873 Salem St Groveland, MA : South Groveland AN8279 Detached 3  $899,000   $925,000 
73364438 SLD 15 Whitewood Circle Amesbury, MA AN8750 Detached 3  $900,000   $895,000 
73400889 SLD 8 Parsons St Newburyport, MA AN6420 Attached 3  $970,000   $950,000 
73381811 SLD 10 Garrison St Groveland, MA AN2691 Farm 5  $1,045,000   $1,050,000 
73420511 SLD 61 Pond St Boxford, MA AN4339 Detached 4  $1,099,999   $1,105,000 
73416443 SLD 2 Hemlock Lane Groveland, MA AN6724 Detached 3  $1,115,000   $1,115,000 
73414441 SLD 2 Jefferson Court Georgetown, MA AN6420 Detached 3  $1,150,000   $1,145,700 
73408151 SLD 51 Bailey Lane Georgetown, MA AN6886 Detached 4  $1,190,000   $1,250,000 
73419822 SLD 111 Killam Hill Road Boxford, MA : East Boxford AC2087 Detached 4  $1,199,000   $1,200,000 
73424849 SLD 3 Howard St Ipswich, MA AN7944 Detached 3  $1,199,900   $1,323,000 
73399918 SLD 108 Pleasant Valley Rd Amesbury, MA K95344 Detached 2  $1,250,000   $1,100,000 
73398069 SLD 17 Stonebridge Rd Groveland, MA AN2691 Detached 6  $1,449,000   $1,440,000 
73411230 SLD 17 Main St Newbury, MA AN6566 Detached 4  $1,549,000   $1,525,000 
73376190 SLD 333 Perkins Row Topsfield, MA AN6886 Detached 6  $1,795,000   $1,625,000 
73419542 SLD 30 Alberta Newburyport, MA AN8279 Detached 5  $2,200,000   $2,130,000 
73389195 SLD 9 Twig Rush Lane West Newbury, MA AN8279 Detached 4  $2,325,000   $2,135,000 
73380757 SLD 19 Beck Newburyport, MA AN4850 Attached 4  $2,390,000   $2,355,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

AgentsWithExp.com

ment Income Security Act (ERISA), 
the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, 
the Uniform Prudent Investor Act 
(UPIA), the Uniform Prudent Man-
agement of Institutional Funds Act 
(UPMIFA) and the Model Manage-
ment of Public Employee Retirement 
Systems Act (MMPERSA) in the U.S.

According to the Vice President, 
Centre for Fiduciary Excellence, Car-
los Panksep, “Through CEFEX’s 
independent assessment, the certifi-
cation provides assurance to investors, 

to launch community education pro-
grams to teach about caring for ani-
mals humanely. They also plan to build 
a veterinary suite. 

Every two weeks a truck arrives from 
its southern team of 10 volunteers, 
bringing dogs and cats they have found 
“all over the place” in distressed con-
ditions, she said. These trucks used to 
bring 90 percent of the animals that 
Sweet Paws finds homes for here. 

But as the market for adoptions is 
becoming saturated here, the rescue 
finds that almost half of its animals 
come from local homes that can no lon-
ger afford to care for their pets. 

Sweet said veterinary bills have risen 
significantly in recent years because 
locally owned clinics are being sold to 
corporations, which have raised the 
fees.

With a slogan, “Saving People One 
Animal at a Time,” Sweet Paws oper-
ates on an annual budget of about $1 
million. 

Its adoption fees, a major source of 
funding, along with donations, run 
$525 for dogs and $625 for puppies. 
Senior dogs can be adopted for $350.

For more information, visit its web-
site at www.sweetpawsrescue.org.  ♦

that Nvest Financial Group, LLC has 
demonstrated adherence to the indus-
try’s best fiduciary practices. This indi-
cates the firm’s interests are aligned 
with investors.”

Nvest Financial Group, LLC is spe-
cifically certified for Individuals, fami-
lies, businesses and ERISA retirement 
plans advising on all aspects of finan-
cial planning. Official registration for 
Nvest Financial Group, LLC can be 
seen here and the Independent Assess-
ment Report can be viewed here. To 
learn more about CEFEX certification 
visit cefex.org.  ♦

Continued from page 2 Continued from page 3
NVEST SWEET PAWS
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EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
Find a Friend, Find a Book, 

Find a Painter, 
Announce an Event,

Sell a Boat. 
Announce a Yard Sale! 

Find your new customer! 
$10/week        4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, Amesbury, MA, 
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will auction the following 
vehicles October 30, 2025 on the website http://sta.ibidsmart.com.  The auction will end at 1:00 
pm and buyer registration is required. Those that do not sell at auction will be sold on or after 
October 30, 2025 by private or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, 
and notices of sale:

1. 2011 Kia Sorento VIN 5XYKTCA13BG013122
2. 2010 Ford Fusion VIN 3FAHP0HA4AR268035
3. 2010 Nissan Rogue VIN JN8AS5MV3AW114112
4. 2019 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHD84LF4KU854806
5. 2005 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCM56725A135521
6. 2007 Ford Edge VIN 2FMDK49C47BB58250
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by appointment 

only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                              10/8, (10/15, 10/22)
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!
Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot 

of old piano sheet music... 
(all things you and I want to buy!) 

$10 PER WEEK or

 4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298

CLASSIFIED ADS
Pratt

Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

GROVELAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Groveland Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing at the Groveland 
Town Hall, 183 Main St, Groveland, MA. on October 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. to consider 
a Request for Determination of Applicability regarding trail bridge repairs at Meadow 
Pond Reservation, 0 Uptack Road in Groveland. 

A copy of the application can be viewed by visiting the Groveland Economic 
Development, Planning, and Conservation Department at Groveland Town Hall, 183 Main 
St, Groveland MA.                                                                                                 10/1

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North Andover, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell the 
following vehicles on or after October 23, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by public or private 
sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale.  Vehicles are 
being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1. 2018 Integrity Utility Trailer VIN 55NBE1210J1005890
2. 2003 Sterling LT9500 VIN 2FZHAZA863AK90197
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc. 10/1, 10/8, (10/15)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference on 
Thursday October 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the Notice 
of Intent by applicant Nicholas Hebb for the property located at 62 Lake Shore Road, 
Boxford, Map 5, Block 1, Lot 21to install a portion of a septic system, pump chamber, 
associated conduit and grading, portions of which are within 100-feet of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website prior 
to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sec. 40, as 
amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For more information, 
contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                        10/8

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference on 
October 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted to consider the Request 
for Determination of Applicability by applicant Valentine Maldonado for the property 
located at 370 Middleton Road, Boxford:  Map 42, Block 1, Lot 21, to install a dock 
and boardwalk on the banks of the Ipswich River.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in advance 
of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sect. 40, 
as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. To view 
application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 
For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                        10/8

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference on 
Thursday October 16, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the Notice of 
Intent by applicant Bonnie & Alexander Latty for the property located at 166 Main Street, 
Map 27, Block 1, Lot 18 (lot 2), to construct a house, driveway, septic system, water 
well and associated improvements, portions of which are within 100-feet of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland or Riverfront Area.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in advance 
of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sect. 40, 
as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. To view 
application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 
For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                        10/8

GEORGETOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing will be held by the Georgetown Conservation Commission on 
Thursday, October 16 , 2025 at 7:00 PM, by Zoom Link found on Town Website 
Calendar date of meeting, 7 Rock Pond Ave, Public Hearing for Request for 
Determination. Replace damaged retaining wall.

Contact person: 
Michèle Grenier, PWS (978) 352-5712 10/8

GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is given that the Georgetown Planning Board shall hold a Public Hearing in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Law Chapter 40A, Section 11, and the provisions of Article XIX – Marijuana Businesses Special Permits and Site Plan Review, as further 
provided in §165- 83 of the Town of Georgetown Zoning Bylaws. The Public Hearing will be for Site Plan Approval of a proposed marijuana 
processing business and related special permits for a delivery service at 16 Carleton Drive, which is in the Georgetown Marijuana Business 
District.

This public hearing shall be held remotely on Wednesday, 29 OCTOBER 2025 at 7:15 P.M., in accordance with the Executive Order 
waiving certain provisions of M.G.L. c. 30A, sec. 20 during the COVID-19 pandemic, which was extended to JUNE 30, 2027 by action of 
the General Court and signed by Gov. Healey. Interested persons are invited to participate in the above-cited hearing, via computer, tablet, 
smartphone by connecting to the following:

ZOOM: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84977477034 Meeting ID: 849 7747 7034 
   Passcode: 063682

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 
29 OCTOBER 2025 meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of Georgetown website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. 
Further, the meeting will be broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV.

Video recordings of this meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.georgetowma.gov by choosing Cable 
TV option. Full and complete copies of the above-cited application, together with the associated Plans, are available upon request by emailing 
the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.gov or by clicking here:

https://georgetownma.gov/government/boards___commissions/planning_board/current_projects.php#outer-4394
Any person interested in being heard on this application needs to appear at the time and place designated, herein. Please note that written 

correspondence will be accepted and read into the record of the hearing if it were received before Noon on the day of the hearing. Persons 
needing special accommodations may send an eMail to FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.gov

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                        10/8, (10/15)

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

YOUR BUSINESS!
$10/WEEK MICRO-DISPLAY AD

YOUR  OTHER BUSINESS!
$10/WEEK MICRO-DISPLAY AD
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North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout .

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Join the Knights of Columbus of Boxford, Byfield, 
Georgetown, Rowley, and beyond, at 87 E. Main Street 
in Georgetown, Mass., on Sunday, Oct. 19, 2025, or sim-
ply purchase a 'deed' for the 'ownership' of one square for 
the duration of the event. 

You do NOT need to be present to win, but you get 
to feed the sheep and have a good time if you do attend!

A $20 donation is requested for each 'deed' and provides 
the holder an opportunity to win one of several prizes, 
as well as participate with the sheep event. Go online to 
www.SheepDeeds.com to purchase your 'deed.'

Bert Hanlon
Program Co-Manager

Deputy KofC Grand Knight

Keith Vicari
Program Co-Manager
KofC Grand Knight

www.SheepDeeds.com

GEORGETOWN AREA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Sheep ‘Pebbles’ Land Rush

Proceeds are to benefit the Knights of Columbus Frank Meader Council 6064
Community and Parish Events Serving Georgetown, Boxford, Rowley, and Byfield

PRIZES:

First ‘Pebble Pile’ - $500
Second ‘Pebble Pile’ - $200

Third ‘Pebble Pile’ - $100
JUDGES:

DEED
NUMBER:

SUNDAY OCT. 19, 2025   AT   1:00 P.M. 
KofC, 87 E. MAIN STREET, GEORGETOWN, MA 01833

Let it be known by all persons that
or his/her duly qualified heirs or assigns, has a duly recorded interest in one square of choice Georgetown land, 
herafter called the “Sheep Pebble Plot” for one hour during the  SHEEP PEBBLE LAND RUSH!

WINNERS ANNOUNCED BEFORE OR AT 2:00 P.M.

DEED
2025

Alan Aulson
Land Rush Executive Director

Great Rock Farm

SAMPLE

report was lacking, resulted in no actions, and the bill was paid. 
The town's administrator also hired a Rhode Island-based man to 
conduct human resource inquires and review policies and proce-
dures. That individual was accused of being a ghost in his job, 
collecting significant sums for unknown work product, with few 
sightings in town hall. After a front page story about the arrange-
ment, that individual’s contract was noted to have been com-
pleted/ended. 

The board's obsession with the ConCom continued when it 
appointed outgoing SelectBoard chair Daryl LaMonica to a posi-
tion on the commission. He missed his first 3 out of 4 meetings, 
but is attending now.

Meanwhile, perhaps the biggest criticism of the board has been 
its lack of details in certain site visit reports (a noted area for 
future improvements), and an encounter with a landscape worker 
and a neighbor regarding a report of dumping of old railroad ties 
in wetlands, and multiple incidents of past poor meeting minutes, 
timeliness of minutes submission, violations of the State's Open 
Meeting Law and online Zoom meeting issues with a resident 
stating he was blocked from a meeting.

Putting this in perspective, the Selectboard itself apparently 
recently broke the Open Meeting Law by conducting an online 
forum in which a quorum of members shared their views out of 
the public eye - deliberated positions, via e-mail. (One wonders if 
they will self-report themselves.) And, the SelectBoard recently 
approved the minutes of one of their April meetings.

Thus far, they've given themselves a pass on spending money 
on an investigator firm, a nearly invisible consultant from Rhode 
Island who held down a full-time job in Rhode Island while per-
forming whatever duties he performed for Georgetown (lots of 
open questions there), forgetting (slipped through the cracks) to 
approve minutes of a meeting until five months later (despite 
having a full-time administrator and a full-time secretary in town 
hall), and now what appears to be a blatant Open Meeting Law 
violation.

It's newest member, Mr. Donahue's, goal to establish firm, effec-
tive working procedures for all town boards and commissions to 
prevent future problems was presented in a less than ideal man-
ner, insulted board members, and caused some confusion. But 
it appears that somehow, between it and chair Robert Hoover's 
apparent goal to get the board moving in a positive manner, it is 
serving as the catalyst for the board to view things as they are, and 
to rally together and enact positive, transparent change, and for 
once, bury the hatchets, and move forward. (One would hope.)  ♦

Continued from page 4
GEORGETOWN - BRIGHT FUTURE? Buy Your Great Grand

Sheep 'Pebbles' Land Rush Deed Today!
The Fun Event of the Year - at the Georgetown Knights of Columbus

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Piano Lessons?
Lawn Cleanup?

Advertise Your Busineess
Fall Mini Ad: 4 weeks: $50


