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By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT – As if you didn’t 
know why there are so many skeletons 
and black cats in front yards, Hallow-
een is coming up on Friday night, and 
several events in Newburyport this week 
will brighten the festivities.

Trick or treat-
ing is permitted 
from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Several events are being coor-
dinated by the Newburyport Arts Col-
lective (NAC). 

The Newburyport Public Library
will hold its final Scary Movie matinee 
on Friday, Oct. 31. The screening is free 
and open to all. For more information, 
visit newburyportpl.org.

At the Firehouse Center for the Arts, 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show will be 
shown on Halloween night. Each ticket 
includes participation items such as 
toast and toilet paper, following tradi-
tion. Details are available at firehouse.
org.

Also at the Firehouse, Comedy of Hor-
rors will run from October 31 through 
November 2. The show, written by Jack 
Neary and presented by Acting Out 

Newburyport, features teen and adult 
performers. Learn more at firehouse.
org.

NAC is a group of local arts organi-
zations working together to strengthen 
and promote the city’s arts community. 

For more information, visit new-
buryportartscollective.org, or contact 
Deirdre Budzyna at 978-457-1423 or 
dbudzyna@necc.mass.edu. ♦

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

REGIONAL – In its 15th year 
helping those diagnosed with can-
cer, the Rowley-based charity Solace 
for Stephanie has spent more than 
$150,000 helping more than 130 
people either with direct financial 
help or college scholarships for high 
school seniors in families of cancer 
victims. 

Next month, Solace, which is 
named for Stephanie Jenkins, a pop-
ular Rowley hairdresser who died of 
cancer, will again host its Comedy 
Night to bring an evening of laughter 
to many who need it.

“This is a pinnacle year, a year of 
reflection and remembrance,” said 

MaryAnn (Mo) Levasseur, a friend of 
Stephanie, who with the Jenkins fam-
ily has led this organization. “We need 
to look back at what we have done. 
We have stayed together as a family 
for 15 years. We are united.”

She praised the supporters and vol-
unteers, who come from all over the 
North Shore. “Their support makes it 

ROWLEY – Friends of the Rowley 
Public Library President Sieglinde 
Aigner-Crooks shared that the library 
is blessed with amazing volunteers, 
donors, and shoppers who partake 
in their twice-yearly book sale. "The 
money goes straight to mostly the 
childrens' programming," Sieglinde 
shared. The Friends try to raise about 
$10,000 each year through various 
activities.

Alan and Maureen Aulson inter-

viewed Sieglinde and Megan McCor-
mick, the library assistant for youth  
services at their semi-annual book sale 
fundraiser. Megan shared that "this is 
one of the  huge fundraisers that gives 
us so many funds for all the program-
ming that we do."

"It's incredible. I mean the Friends 
make everything that we do possible," 
Megan said. "We have constant pro-
gramming for the kids, and we rely 

Rowley Library: There's a Lot 
More Than Books Around Here

Helping Cancer Victims For 15 Years

Megan McCormick with President of the Friends of Rowley Library Sieglinde Aigner-Crooks

Huge cat and pumpkin usher in the Halloween spirits at Cole Landscaping, Rt. 133 in Rowley (Photo: Alan Aulson)

Continued on page 3
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

Message from
Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 

Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024
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Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

29 Wed 5:37 6.8 5:50 7.7 11:38 1.9 7:12 5:41

30 Thu 6:34 6.9 6:48 7.7 12:21 1.0 12:37 1.8 7:14 5:39

31 Fri 7:30 7.2 7:47 7.8 1:16 0.9 1:37 1.5 7:15 5:38

1 Sat 8:23 7.7 8:44 8.0 2:10 0.7 2:34 1.0 7:16 5:37

2 Sun 8:13 8.3 8:37 8.3 2:01 0.5 2:28 0.4 6:17 4:35

3 Mon 9:01 8.9 9:29 8.5 2:49 0.2 3:20 -0.2 6:19 4:34

4 Tue 9:47 9.4 10:19 8.7 3:35 0.0 4:10 -0.8 6:20 4:33
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The Town Common
serves the communities of the 

Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
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In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

To the Editor:
Here are my 7 wishes for the next 

Mayor of Newburyport:
1.  Properly paved streets, smooth 

enough to keep us from feeling in the 
seat of our pants when our vehicles 
have crossed a town border.

2.  Lifeguards returned to the Plum 
Island beachfront, so that all of our lit-
tle children can happily splash about 
in safety.

3.  More responsible use of tax-
payer funds to benefit the commu-
nity, without regard to their impact 
on elections.

4.  Better maintenance of the 
Newburyport waterfront boardwalk, 
to enhance its safety and beauty.

5.  Better treatment of volunteers, 
especially the polite and courteous 
young ladies who keep our library 

operating smoothly and responsibly.
6. Do not attempt to curry favor 

with voting groups with pricey pet 
projects the City can ill afford.

7.  Properly employ the rules of eti-
quette everywhere from City Hall 
hearings to public displays and com-
munications with the taxpayers.

Let all remember that a public ser-
vice is a public trust, requiring placing 
honesty and integrity above private 
gain, avoiding conflicts of interest, 
and not using public office for private 
advantage.

My vote for the next Mayor of 
Newburyport will go to the candidate 
who I believe will best adhere to these 
principles.

LCDR Warren P. Russo, 
   USN (Ret.)

Newburyport

To the Editor:
We just approved a $6-million tax 

override for - mostly - the George-
town schools this past spring.

We received mailings from the 
school committee chairman, and 
from the Mass. Teachers Association 
that told us it was critical to maintain  
our school system, and if we didn't 
approve approximately $200+ per 
month increase on every homeowner, 
the schools would fail.

Fast forward a few short months, 
and now the same people who sold us 
this bill of goods say we need to look 
at "regionalizing" our school system, 
because parents continue to refuse to 

place their kids in a school system that 
has tanked (big slide over the years, 
has fewer extra-curricular activities at 
the high school, etc. ).

So, now that they drove the schools  
down in almost every measurably 
way, they now want money to explore  
busing children to neighboring school 
systems. 

Meanwhile, we have at least four 
administrators at the middle/high 
school, similar at the elementary 
school, and top-paid superindent, not 
to mention all the support staff.

Why, tell me why, would I believe 
them now? We need new school com-
mittee members.

(Again, name withheld from print 
to avoid whistlebower revenge.)

7 Rules for Our Next Newburyport Mayor

Question of the Week:
Fighting for Her Canine Companion

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

SALEM – A judge at the Salem 
District Court ordered Georgetown 
SelectBoard member Rachel Bancroft 
last week to turn over her dog to her 
soon-to-be ex-husband as part of a 
contentious divorce without hearing 
new evidence that the canine compan-
ion is her doctor-verified emotional 
support animal.

Rachel immediately filed a motion 
for reconsideration by Essex County 
Probate and Family Court Judge Fran-
ces Giordano, requesting that she 
vacate the order regarding her canine 
companion. She also did not turn over 
the dog last week to her husband at 
the Georgetown Police Department, 
as ordered, because she is requesting 
the judge hear all the evidence as part 
of her reconsideration.

Judge Giordano, on Aug. 6, awarded 
possession of the dog to the husband, 
Robert Bancroft, Jr., claiming the dog 
belonged to their 17-year-old son, who 
recently moved to live with his father 

less than a mile away. The Bancrofts 
share custody of their son.

The dog, Daphne, is registered on 
a computer chip to Rachel, who has 
provided care for the dog since she 
adopted her. The chip is a permanent 
form of identification to help reunite a 
lost dog with its owner. 

In her request to the judge to mod-
ify the temporary order, the select-
woman wrote: “The husband/father 
has a documented history of abusive 
and manipulative behavior, including 
a restraining order. Awarding him pos-
session of the ESA — an essential ther-
apeutic support — places me at risk of 
psychological harm and enables con-
tinued coercive control.”

At least four individuals submitted 
letters to the court attesting that the 
dog fears and dislikes men, particu-
larly her husband, who left the family 
home in Georgetown two-plus years 
ago. The letters were not discussed in 
open court.

Jennifer Manning, a nurse, wrote to 

Georgetown

Georgetown Selectwoman Rachel Bancroft with Daphne (Courtesy Photos)
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Topsfield Fair Crowns Mrs. Essex County 2026

Winterize Your Mercury Outboard 

30-425 HP
Now thru 11-30

TOPSFIELD – The Topsfield Fair, America’s old-
est agricultural fair, recently announced the winner 
of the annual Mrs. Essex County Pageant. Clarice 
Menesale of Danvers, received her crown during the 
54th pageant, which takes place annually at the fair. 

Menesale took the crown against close competition 
from Patricia Armstrong of Danvers, Kristie Eaton of 
Groveland, and Susan Hallam of Salem.

Menesale placed third for her clam dip in this 
year's prepared food contest, which was to make 
their favorite tailgate appetizer. Hallam placed first 
for her game day cheese soup and Eaton placed sec-
ond with her Piggies Royale.

Kristie Eaton was named Mrs. Congeniality by the 
other contestants.

The contestants were judged on poise, general 
stage presence, an interview, and a culinary arts sub-
mission, which this year was their favorite tailgate 
appetizer.

The Topsfield Fair’s Mrs. Essex County Pageant is 
open each year to married women currently living in 
Essex County who are at least 18 years of age. Each 
contestant submits a prepared food item. In keeping 
with Topsfield Fair’s agricultural roots, contestants 
are urged to “Buy Local” and use ingredients from 
local farms in their entries. 

As Mrs. Essex County, Menesale will be instru-
mental in the Essex Agricultural Society’s goal to 
educate the public regarding the organization’s 
importance in an atmosphere of fun and excitement 
through the Topsfield Fair. Look for the winner at 
your local parades promoting the fair and the Essex 
Agricultural Society next summer!

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Mrs. Essex County 2026 Clarice Menesale of Danvers.

happen. They are our solace.”
The non-profit organization this 

year has helped 15 cancer sufferers 
with gift cards that help pay for gro-
ceries, transportation and parking 
to doctors’ offices and hospitals and 
massages that are critical to reducing 
stress and helping the healing process, 
she said. 

This year has seen more young 
people with cancer being referred to 
Solace. Gavin was referred to Solace 
after he was diagnosed with a rare 
type of brain tumor in his senior year 
of high school. “He graduated while 
going through treatment,” Levasseur 
said.

Solace gave him a scholarship to 
help pay for college as well as other 
support. 

Another beneficiary is an eight-
year-old. 

Levasseur is particularly proud of 
helping a single mother of five chil-
dren in Ipswich, who was referred 
to Solace by a member of the Essex 
County Networkers, a business orga-
nization that supports Solace. 

“(The diagnosis) rocked her world,” 
Levasseur said.

But after a year of treatments, 
including extensive chemotherapy 
treatments, she has turned a corner. 
It was the largest commitment of its 
resources this year. 

Last year, the comedy night, hosted 
by Paul Gilligan, raised more than 
$25,000 in one night to support 
Solace’s efforts. 

In a wrap-up letter to the hun-
dreds of “angels,” who participated in 
the Comedy Night, Levasseur wrote: 
“Whether it was hands on behind 

the scenes, to purchasing a ticket, to 
sending a donation, to sponsoring a 
gift card, to volunteering that night. 
We could go on and on. YOU made 
the difference.” 

The Comedy Night includes dinner 
by Dinner Ala Cart and a full bar, plus 
a ton of laughs from Gilligan, Paul 
D’Angelo and Dan Crohn – all for a 
good cause. Tickets are $75 on line.

For more information or to get 
involved, visit:
 www.solaceforstephanie.org. 

Continued from page 1
SOLICE FOR STEPHANIE

New Website for the 
Town of Newbury
The Town of Newbury is 

pleased to announce a website 
update and upgrade!

The Newbury Town Website 
will be updated and moved to 
a new web address: www.new-
buryma.gov, it will be accessible 
on November 5th, 2025.

We welcome your feedback at 
info@newburyma.gov.
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HAVE YOUR AD SEEN IN

Come Home to Community Newsadvertise@TheTownCommon.com

SAVE $155
12 HOLIDAY WINES + BONUS GIFTS
Go to GetOSWine.com/Sip310
or call 1.866.988.3532 and mention code AHNE001
Omaha Steaks Wine is operated independently from Omaha Steaks, LLC. 
Full terms and conditions online. Void where prohibited by law.

DANVERS – The North Shore 
Chamber’s 5th annual “Salute to Vet-
erans” breakfast event will be held 
Friday, Nov. 7, at Danversport, 161 
Elliott St., Danvers. Veterans, mili-
tary and first responders are invited to 
attend for free. 

 A celebration of patriotism, service 
and the nation’s military and veter-
ans’ communities, the event is spon-
sored by The North Shore Chamber 
of Commerce along with its premier 

sponsor Wellpoint, and eagle sponsor 
O’Donnell Funeral Services.

 The program will feature the pre-
sentation of the Minuteman Service 
Award that recognizes selfless dedica-
tion and support of our military and 
veteran communities. This year’s hon-
orees are Dick and Christine Moody 
of Danvers, founders of Operation 
Troop Support. This Danvers-based 
nonprofit focuses on helping America’s 
deployed troops as well as their loved 

ones back home. The organization has 
shipped more than 1.5 million care 
packages to troops all over the world.

This year’s keynote speaker is Kris 
Paronto, who was part of the elite 
security team guarding the CIA annex 
during the 2012 Benghazi attack. 
He is well-known for his story from 

the book and movie “13 Hours: The 
Secret Soldiers of Benghazi.” He served 
four years as an Army Ranger, followed 
by another 
four years 
in the Army 
National 
Guard. He 
reached 
the enlisted 
rank of ser-
geant before 
receiving 
a commission in 
2003. Kris Paronto will offer a first-
hand account of what happened on 
the ground during the 2012 Benghazi 
attack. 

Due to the generosity of Wellpoint, 
O’Donnell Funeral Services, and 

numerous other North Shore Cham-
ber member businesses, all veterans 
and their spouses, members of the mil-
itary, and first responders are invited 
to attend for free. Please register in 
advance by calling 978-774-8565, Ext. 
4 or online at www.northshorecham-
ber.org. 

Tickets for the general public are 
$85, and $65 for Chamber members.

 Registration and breakfast begin at 
7:15 a.m., with the program running 
from 8 to 9:30 a.m.

The 2025 Salute to Veterans Break-
fast promises to be a morning of hon-
oring, connecting, sharing and cele-
brating. The North Shore Chamber 
hopes to see you there. 

To learn more about this event, visit 
www.northshorechamber.org. ♦

Dick and Christine Moody of Danvers, Founders of Operation Troop Support, Receive 
Minutemen Service Award at 'Salute to Veterans' Breakfast, Nov. 7, 2025

Christine and Dick Moody

Kris Paranto
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Sold Single Family Homes      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73419337 SLD 25 Cushing Street Salisbury, MA AN8613 Detached 1  $525,000   $525,000 
73432639 SLD 41 Brownville Avenue Ipswich, MA C95171 Detached 2  $589,000   $580,000 
73416587 SLD 4 Allen Lane Ipswich, MA : Pinefield AN6886 Detached 2  $629,000   $605,000 
73431196 SLD 2 Kenneth Rd Georgetown, MA AN6888 Detached 2  $659,000   $690,000 
73393955 SLD 14 Farrell Street Newburyport, MA AN6958 Detached 1  $715,000   $660,000 
73396042 SLD 18-1/2 Cannon Hill Ave Groveland, MA C95098 Detached 3  $749,000   $739,000 
73405555 SLD 10 Carlida Rd Groveland, MA AN6888 Detached 4  $775,000   $740,000 
73425134 SLD 70 Maple St West Newbury, MA AN6888 Detached 4  $850,000   $825,000 
73429597 SLD 4 School Street Newburyport, MA AN8279 Detached 2  $859,900   $959,900 
73426169 SLD 22 Long Hill Rd Georgetown, MA AN8279 Detached 3  $939,000   $930,000 
73429688 SLD 7 Kimball Rd Boxford, MA AN6420 Detached 3  $949,000   $1,100,025 
73419790 SLD 52 Wenham Road Topsfield, MA AN1223 Detached 3  $1,250,000   $1,200,000 
73425839 SLD 41 Fellows Rd Ipswich, MA AN3418 Detached 5  $1,399,000   $1,575,000 
73422288 SLD 16 Plummer Avenue Newburyport, MA C95283 Detached 4  $1,850,000   $1,750,000 
73420841 SLD 4 Plum Bush Downs Newbury, MA : Plum Island AN4850 Detached 3  $2,165,000   $1,875,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

AgentsWithExp.com

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

John H Douglas
of Beverly, Mass. (C.R. Lyon & 

Sons Funeral Home - Danvers, 978-
777-7900)

Dr. Richard “Dick” R. Dussault
of Peabody, Mass. (Conway, 

Cahill- Brodeur Funeral Home - Pea-
body, 978-531-0472)

Leo J. Espindle Jr. 
of Hudson, Mass. (Conway, 

Cahill- Brodeur Funeral Home - Pea-
body, 978-531-0472)

Dianne Hazzard 
of Beverly, Mass. (Cambell Funeral 

Home - Beverly, 978-922-1113)

Helen “Nan” Kelleher
of Amesbury, Mass. (Twomey, 

LeBlanc & Conte Funeral Home - 
Newburyport, 978-465-9323)

Joseph LaFratta
of East Boston, Mass. (Mackey 

Funeral Homee - Middleton, 978-
774-0033)

Ruth (Gorman) Simpson
of Haverhill, Mass. (Murphy 

Funeral Home - Salem, 978-744-
0497)

John J. Westfield
of Topsfield, Mass. (Mackey 

Funeral Homee - Middleton, 978-
774-0033)

Mary B. Perron
of Haverhill, Mass. (Berube-Co-

meau Funeral Home - Haverhill, 
978-373-5668)

Funeral Homes: Send to 
editor@TheTownCommon.com

DEATH NOTICES

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free 3.2 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes SKU 79797.
Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Standard shipping
rates will be applied and are subject to change. Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products may not be available for

sale in your area. Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 12/31/25.  |  25M8656  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
4  Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) 
4  Boneless Pork Chops (5 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.) 
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  8  FREEFREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.2 oz.)

79797EMB    separately $227.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE    

$8999

ORDER NOW! OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe2679  
1.844.311.8967

61% OFF

WHEN YOU WANTWHEN YOU WANT
THE BEST
YOU WANT OMAHA STEAKS

You’ll love it or 
your money back!

– MAKES A –
GREAT GIFT

Better Shelves. Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. From kitchens and pantries 
to bathrooms and laundry rooms, ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, 
accessible storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
844-807-0030 

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 10/31/2025. 

AS SEEN IN

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

• Personalized 3D design

• Custom-built to fit existing spaces

• Fast, Professional installation

• Lifetime Warranty* for peace of mind

BAGS OF LEAVES
WANTED FOR GARDENS

RECYCLE, DON'T BURN! GREAT ORGANIC MATTER
Place at: 9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown
(off 133, Across From St. Mary's Church
3rd House in on right - see the big signs)

Questions: Lonnie@TheTownCommon.com

Judge Giordano that turning the dog 
over to the estranged husband would 
be “a profound act of injustice.”

“Mr. Bancroft has a long and 
well-documented history of abuse 
toward Ms. Bancroft over 26 years as 
well as cruelty toward animals previ-
ously in her care.” Manning confirmed 
that Daphne is a doctor-certified sup-
port animal for Rachel Bancroft.

“Furthermore, it has come to light 
that Mr. Bancroft secured a dog insur-
ance policy exceeding two million 
dollars related to Daphne,” Man-
ning wrote to the judge. She said she 
believes he may be seeking to profit 
from harm to Daphne.

Rachel was given a restraining order 
against her husband from the Haver-
hill District Court, where she filed a 
four-page affidavit detailing her hus-
band’s abuse to her and her animals. 
She was referred several years ago to 
the Jeanne Geiger Center for counsel-
ing as an abused person. 

Mr. Bancroft’s attorney, Casey 
Cochran, has denied that he is abu-
sive,.

Rachel’s attorney, Jordan Phelps, 

submitted a medical provider’s letter, 
veterinary records and ESA certifica-
tion to establish that the animal is pre-
scribed for her emotional health and 
well-being. The Court declined to 
review this supplemental evidence and 
letters during a hearing on Oct. 20.

The previously private divorce pro-
ceedings were elevated to public 
involvement following multiple post-
ings on Facebook by a Georgetown 
resident seeking Rachel’s removal 
from the SelectBoard and as chair of 
the Conservation Commission, based 
partially on Judge Giordano’s rulings.

Rachel has requested that Judge 
Giordano recuse herself from the case, 
claiming the judge is biased against 
her.

In recent weeks, Rachel relayed that 
her cat was stolen from her home 
without her knowledge. Judge Gior-
dano has not ordered the cat returned, 

as requested by Rachel’s attorney.
Rachel “has been the cat’s primary 

caregiver since adoption, providing 
consistent veterinary care, feeding, 
shelter, and emotional support,” she 
said in her motion to have her husband 
return the cat.

The private/public divorce trial is 
scheduled for late November before 
Judge Giordano. ♦

Continued from page 2
ELECTED OFFICIAL DIVORCE

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,

and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

Call 978-432-9669
advertise@thetowncommon.com

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Your 
batteries should be fully recharged by 
now, making you more than eager to 
get back into the swing of things full-
time. Try to stay focused so that you 
don’t dissipate your energies.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
You’re eager to charge straight ahead 
into your new responsibilities. But 
you’ll have to paw the ground a little 
longer until a surprise complication is 
worked out.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Rival 
factions are pressuring you to take a 
stand favoring one side or the other. 
But this isn’t the time to play judge. 
Bow out as gracefully as possible 
without committing yourself to any 
position.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Reassure a longtime, trusted confi-
dante that you appreciate their words 
of advice. But at this time, you need 
to act on what you perceive to be your 
own sense of self-interest.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You 
need to let your warm Leonine heart 
fire up that new relationship if you 
hope to see it move from the “just 
friends” level to one that will be as 
romantic as you could hope for.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) There’s still time to repair a mis-
understanding with an honest expla-
nation and a heartfelt apology. The 
sooner you do, the sooner you can get 
on with other matters.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Expect a temporary setback as 
you progress toward your goal. Use 
this time to reexamine your plans and 
see where you might need to make 
some significant changes.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Some missteps are revealed 
as the cause of current problems in a 
personal or professional partnership. 
Make the necessary adjustments, then 
move on.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Jupiter’s influence 
helps you work through a pesky prob-
lem and allows your naturally jovial 
attitude to reemerge stronger than 
ever. Enjoy your success!

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Set aside your usual 
reluctance to change, and consider 
reassessing your financial situation so 
that you can build on its strengths and 
minimize its weaknesses.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Some recently acquired infor-
mation helps open up a dark part of 
the past. Resolve to put what you’ve 
learned to good use. Meanwhile, trav-
el plans continue to be favored.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Act on your own keen instincts. Your 
strong Piscean backbone will support 
you as someone attempts to pressure 
you into a decision that you’re not 
ready to make.

BORN THIS WEEK: You embody 
a love for traditional values com-
bined with an appreciation of what’s 
new and challenging. You’re quite 
well-rounded.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT: www.thetowncommon.com
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EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!

Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot of 
old piano sheet music... 

(all things you and I want to buy!) 
 4 WEEKS FOR $30!

advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

FOR SALE

Antique Muscle Car Parts
Large collection of Antique Muscle Car Parts 
– Two lg. trailers full – 40s thru 90s
Large assortment of steel I-Beams - 
$100@, Discount for 10 or more.
Call Don at 978-948-5400. No V.M. 
Calls will be returned via Caller ID 
number.

Barn Finds
Antique Wooden tools, pole saw and 

misc tools - Best offer; Antique Wood 
Windows 6 pane (6) and 9 pane (3) - Best 
offer; Nightingale Stove Co. Wood Stove 
with blower  $250.00; Glenwood No 16 
Parlor Stove $50; Brierley ZB25 Drill 
parts - Best offer; Truck Components, 
pins, bolts brackets for Caterpillar?  - Best 
offer; Truck or tractor hitches - Best offer; 
1967 Johnson Skee Horse $300.00 or BO
 Prodigy Adjustable with remote Twin 
bed frame - $40.00; Kohler and Campbell 
upright piano - best offer; Oliver Briggs 
Pool Table - needs restoration - best offer; 
Whirlpool AC 8,000 BTU's - 40.00; 
England Stove Works Pellet Stove - runs 
but just needs blower replaced $50.00
 Pick up in Groveland.
 Please contact me at 508 982 0635. 

WANTED TO BUY

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference on 
Thursday November 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the Notice of 
Intent and Stormwater Management Permit Application by applicant Michael Tourkistas 
for the property located at 213 Ipswich Road, Map 19, Block 3, Lot 1.1 to construct a 
single family residence, accessory dwelling, driveways, septic, well, grading, utilities and 
associated site improvements as shown on the approved plan, portions of which are 
within 100’ of Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information will be posted on the Town of Boxford website prior 
to the meeting. This is a joint hearing under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sec. 40, as 
amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. For more information, 
contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director                                                             10/29

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, Amesbury, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will auction the 
following vehicles November 6, 2025 on the website http://sta.ibidsmart.com.  The auction 
will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. Those that do not sell at auction will 
be sold on or after November 6, 2025 by private or public sale to satisfy their garage keepers 
liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1.   2011 Kia Sorento VIN 5XYKTCA13BG013122
2.   2010 Ford Fusion VIN 3FAHP0HA4AR268035
3.   2010 Nissan Rogue VIN JN8AS5MV3AW114112
4.   2019 Hyundai Elantra VIN KMHD84LF4KU854806
5.   2005 Honda Accord VIN 1HGCM56725A135521
6.   2007 Ford Edge VIN 2FMDK49C47BB58250
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                     10/15, 10/22, 10/29

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

BOXFORD COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Boxford Community Preservation Committee will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, November 4, 2025, at 7:30 p.m., by Zoom videoconference.  The purpose of 
this Hearing is to obtain comments from the public on the needs, possibilities and resources 
of the Town of Boxford regarding community preservation possibilities and resources. The 
Zoom connection information is here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82089591513, it will also 
be posted on the Town of Boxford website calendar several days prior to the meeting. 

                                                                                                     10/22, (10/29)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference on 
November 6, 2025 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Request for 
Determination of Applicability applicant Thomas & Janet Silva for the property located 
at: 306 Ipswich Road, Boxford:  Map 19, Block 1, Lot 9, to install a water treatment 
backwash drywell and to abandon an existing greywater drywell within 100-feet of 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in advance  
of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sect. 40,  
as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. To view  application 
materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                        10/29

TOWN OF BOXFORD PLANNING BOARD
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Boxford Planning Board will hold a Public Hearing to consider changes to the 
Boxford Zoning Code (Section 196 of the Town Bylaw) and the associated Zoning Map 
to create an MBTA Communities Multifamily Overlay District (MCMOD) that would 
allow as-of-right multifamily housing in accordance with Section 3A of the Zoning Act 
(codified at MGL Chapter 40A). The proposed MCMOD is on a portion of the property 
known as “The Willows at Boxford,” Assessor’s Map 6, Block 2, Lot 2.2. Said hearing will 
be held on Wednesday, November 12, 2025 at 7:30 PM by Zoom videoconference.  The 
Zoom connection information is here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89213314907

The complete text relative to the proposed amendment and a copy of the proposed map 
change are available for inspection during regular business hours at the Town Clerk’s office as 
well as the Planning Board office at 7A Spofford Road, Boxford, MA.

For the Planning Board,
Ross Povenmire                                                                                 10/29, (11/5)

HELP WANTED: 2 POSITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

UNIQUE JOB
The Town Common seeks to onboard several Advertising Acccount 

Managers to help double the size and scope of this newspaper to better serve our 
communities. You set your own hours, work when they want, where they want, and 

earn generous commissions and residual commissions.
If you know how to sell ads, or are just a good person who seeks to earn extra 

income, get out and meet businesses of all sizes, buildup a portfolio of 
clients, have some fun, then give me a call. This could be the best job of your life.

Lonnie Brennan 978-609-4183

on the Friends for everything that we 
do. They do a lot of behind the scenes 
things too: they give us money for 
landscaping of the library, for the web-
site, for the e-mail program that we use 
to send out newsletters. They do a lot 
of things. They're kind of the unsung 

heroes. We rely on them for a lot of 
stuff. They're really incredible."

Megan smiled when she noted that 
the Aulson's were responsible for bring 
Goats to Go to the library for the chil-
dren. "That would absolutely not have 
happened without the Friends - I can 
say that without a doubt. And, they 
need more volunteers." 

The library will do a free holiday 
shop in December for the children.  
They recently held a Halloween cos-
tume event for kids, where they got to 
pick out - for free - costumes for the big 
day. "They all to try them on. We're 
a lot more than books around here."♦

Continued from page 1
ROWLEY LIBRARY
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Upcoming Events
AMESBURY

SAT NOV 1 | 9 am - 2 pm - Holiday Craft Fair at Transportation Center, 68 Elm St. To benefit the Friends of the 
Amesbury Council on Aging. Free admission. Handmade crafts.
SAT/SUN NOV 1-2 | 8 am - 2 pm - Self-Guided Fall Orchard Walk at Cider Hill Farm Bundle up and get 
out amongst the farm's 10,000 fruit trees. Enjoy the fresh air and views as you walk through the orchards. Open 
Saturdays and Sundays 8 a.m. - 2 p.m from Saturday 11/1 - Sunday 11/30. FREE. No registration

BOXFORD
SAT NOV 1 | 10 am - 4 pm - Holiday Market at 10 Elm Street. 10 am - 4 pm
Shop Local - See ad on page 2

GEORGETOWN
WED Oct. 29 Goat Hikes & Alpaca Meets After Dark Glow - Spooky Tales Campfire Nights.

www.GOATSTOGO.FARM/EVENTS to register.

SALISBURY
WED NOV12 | 7:30 pm Civil War Roundtable of the Merrimack November Meeting. Hilton Senior 

Center, 43 Lafayette Road.
Add your organization's  event to our calendar. 

Send details to: editor@thetowncommon.com.

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout.

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer


