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Jen Perry, Susan Spellman and Elizabeth Lorayne hang painting at Illume. (Photo by Stewart 
Lytle )

Continued on page 2

NEWBURYPORT – You’re walk-
ing along the popular Clipper City 
Rail Trail, enjoying the day, talking 
with a friend or partner while soaking 
in the views, when suddenly an ebike 
flies by you with no warning. 

It doesn’t happen often, but there 
are complaints being heard by city 
officials and written about by trail 

users on social media that the increas-
ingly popular motorized bikes are a 
nuisance.  

Geordie Vining, the city’s senior 
planner, who oversaw the design and 
construction of the trail, wrote, “I 
have heard some complaints about 
e-bikes in particular going too fast on 
the Clipper City Rail Trail, and there 
are similar complaints on other trails 

Do Rail Trails Need a Speed Limit?
By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter

–––––––––––––––––

Join Us for Fall Admission Events

 Wed. 10/15 @ 5:30 P.M. - Main Campus

www.ClarkSchool.com

Main Campus: 14 Forest Ridge Drive, Rowley      Pre-School: 62 Forest Ridge Drive

High School Open House Preschool - 12th Grade Open House
 Sat. 10/25 @ 9:30 P.M. - Main Campus & Preschool

Members of the Georgetown Class of 2028 Showering a Car at their recent Car Wash Fundraiser at the Perley School. 
(Photo: Alan Aulson, who chatted with the students and their faculty adviser who all said it was a fun fundraiser!)

It's Fall Season at local farms, including: Colby Farm, Newbury; Marini Farmstand, Ipswich; Roger Springhill Farm, 
Haverhill; Paisley's Farm, West Boxford; 59 Warren Street Farmstand, Georgetown, and many others. 

Town of Boxford leadership, Select Board members, DPW staff, project 
team/contractors, and community partners came together for an official
ground breaking ceremony to mark the beginning of construction of a 
newly-approved Department of Public Works Facility. (Photo: Stewart Lytle)

A Night of Celebration of John Feehan's 
16 Years of Legacy as Executive Director of the 

Greater Newburyport YWCA    Pages 5 - 7
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

1 Wed 7:09 6.6 7:25 7.7 12:58 1.2 1:11 1.9 6:39 6:25

2 Thu 8:07 6.8 8:23 7.9 1:56 1.1 2:10 1.7 6:40 6:24

3 Fri 9:00 7.2 9:17 8.2 2:50 0.8 3:05 1.3 6:41 6:22

4 Sat 9:48 7.8 10:07 8.5 3:39 0.5 3:56 0.7 6:43 6:20

5 Sun 10:34 8.4 10:55 8.8 4:25 0.2 4:45 0.2 6:44 6:18

6 Mon 11:18 8.9 11:42 9.0 5:08 -0.1 5:32 -0.4 6:45 6:17

7 Tue 12:02 9.5 5:52 -0.3 6:20 -0.9 6:46 6:15
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How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

We Love to Print Your Photos

Continued from page 1
RAIL TRAIL SPEEDSTERS

elsewhere in the state and country.”
He wrote that there will always be 

some friction between trail users on 
multi-use trails, which combine bicy-
clists and pedestrians. “In a more ideal 
world, we would have more physical 
space – as well as more funding – to 
separate the two user groups.”  

During the design phase for the 
trail, city officials thought about how 
to create separation, but “it turned 
out not to be feasible, and there is no 
physical retrofit option at this point,” 
he wrote.

Instead, Vining and others design-
ing the trail tried to minimize these 
conflicts “by following best practices 
on the trail’s sight lines, width, shoul-
ders, curves, etc.” he wrote. 

In their defense, ebike riders com-

plain that they don’t have many good 
places to ride. Someone who iden-
tified as “Friendly neighborhood 
e-biker” wrote, “I’m one of those 
younger males on an e-bike I see folks 
complain about all the time and I 
would just like to say us e-bike users 
are not trying to inconvenience you. 
There’s just no infrastructure built for 
e-bikes in the area.” 

He rides on Rte. 1A in Hampton, 
NH, where the side of the road is 
bumpy and the road has many large 
trucks that block his view of pedestri-
ans. “It’s far safer for me and pedes-
trians for me to be in the road,” he 
wrote. 

On the road, he is limited to trav-
eling 24 miles per hour. So, the cars 
slow down behind me or they ride 
next to me. 

His solution is more bike lanes so 
bikers do not have to slow down traf-

fic and he can more easily see pedes-
trians. 

Having a speed limit on the Clipper 
City Rail Trail is not practical, Vining 
wrote. “Most bicyclists do not have a 
speedometer on their bikes and would 
be unaware if they are speeding.”

And having the Newburyport police 
enforce a speed limit is also impracti-
cal. “It is rare for any community to 
have sufficient resources to provide a 
daily or weekly significant police pres-
ence with radar guns, etc. along the 
miles of trail and among the thou-
sands of users.”

Instead, most rail trails have to 
depend on general rules of trail eti-
quette, Vining wrote.

“I have had some discussions over 
the past few years with the Coastal 
Trails Coalition, as well as individual 
citizens, and the city’s Parks Manager 
about pursuing a more robust signage 
and public education/outreach cam-
paign about trail etiquette (moder-
ate speeds, yielding, promoting slow-
ing, calling out and bell ringing when 
passing pedestrians, etc.),” he wrote. 

But he admitted there has not been 
much traction.

The existing trailhead signs include 
the message that All trail users should 
be alert, aware and respectful of oth-
ers.  Keep to the right of the trail, and 
politely warn people when you are 
passing on the left.  Bicyclists should 
yield to pedestrians.

But Vining said only people new to 
town are reading the trailhead signs. 
“I do not think it would hurt to add 
some additional signs, such as the one 
attached, but to be honest I think 
such signs would likely be unseen/
ignored by most bicyclists who are 
not already practicing common sense 
etiquette and safety. But perhaps they 
could influence someone.”

The rail trail is used and enjoyed by 
thousands, according to frequent sur-
veys. 

“While we have received some anec-
dotal reports of conflicts between 
pedestrians and bicyclists, particularly 
e-bikes – and I have no doubt that 
these incidents were bothersome and 
upsetting to some people – there is 

no evidence that 
this represents a 
significant over-
all problem or 
pattern for the 
big majority of 
trail users,” Vin-
ing wrote. “Per-
sonally, I have 
used the Rail 
Trail hundreds 
of times over the 
years as both a 
pedestrian and 
a bicyclist, and 
actively observed 
trail user inter-
actions for 15 
years. Occasion-
ally there is an 
issue. Usually 
there is not.”  ♦

butterfly
& bee

organic tick & mosquito control

Now 
scheduling 
summer 
services
— scan for 
a quote!

978.380.3257
Call today!

NEWBURYPORT – Just in time 
for winter, the city of Newburyport 
has signed a 36-month contract to 
supply electricity at a slightly lower 
rate.  

Dynegy Energy Services will supply 
electricity through the Community 
Choice Power Supply program at a 
new rate of $0.13747 per kWh. It will 
begin with the November meter read.

The current rate of $0.14178 per 
kWh will end at that time. For the 
average household using 600 kWh 

per month, the change means a sav-
ings of about $3. The new rate is 
also 11 percent lower than National 
Grid’s Residential Basic Service rate 
of $0.15484 per kWh, which could 
mean average savings of about $10 
per month from November through 
next January.

Since launching in January 2023, 
the program has saved residents and 
small businesses more than $4 million 
compared with National Grid’s Basic 
Service, the city said. 

If you are already participating in 
the program, you don’t have to do 

anything. Look for the change on 
your December bill. Dynegy Energy 
Services will be listed under “Supply 
Services.”

Officials note that National Grid’s 
Basic Service rates change regularly, 
so the city’s aggregation rate may not 
always be lower. The program’s goal 
is to provide long-term savings, but 
future savings are not guaranteed.

National Grid offers several pro-
grams for income-eligible customers 
who may need assistance with energy 
costs. Check out nationalgridus.com/
MA-Home/Bill-Help/Payment-As-

sistance-Programs.
Residents may also visit colonial-

powergroup.com/newburyport or call 
866-485-5858 ext. 1 to learn more 
about Newburyport’s Community 
Choice Power Supply Program or to 
opt-in or opt-out.   ♦

Cheaper Electricity Before Christmas
By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

–––––––––––––––––

S i h
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Our Neighbors’ Table Expanding to Georgetown

Montserrat College of Art New Board Chair, Members

GEORGETOWN – With esti-
mates that as many as 800 residents, 
or 9 percent of this town’s popula-
tion, may feel insecure about their or 
their family’s next meal, Our Neigh-
bors’ Table (ONT) has begun study-
ing how it can deliver food here.

“There are probably more peo-
ple than that,” said ONT executive 
director Lyndsey Haight.

Haight brought her team to the 
First Parish Church last week to meet 
with 20 residents as the first step 
toward bringing its regional food 
delivery here. ONT, which operates 
free grocery stores in Amesbury and 
Salisbury, serves as the hub for sev-
eral local food banks in towns and 
cities north of Georgetown. 

But it does not deliver food here.
“What a great sign that 20 peo-

ple turned out for the first meeting,” 
said communications director Will 
Courtney.

Before creating the integrated 
food market, ONT is conducting 
a Community Needs Assessment 
in Georgetown to understand the 
food challenges here and how to 
address them. It will determine how 

BEVERLY – Montserrat College 
of Art recently announced three new 
board members and a new board 
chair who will help guide the non-
profit educational institution widely 
recognized for equipping students 
from across the country with the 
tools, hands-on experiences, and cut-
ting-edge technology needed for suc-
cessful careers in art, design and other 
creative fields.

Oliver Parker, a respected business 
executive and entrepreneur, has been 
unanimously elected Chairman of 
Montserrat’s Board of Trustees. Parker, 
who previously served as Trustee, will 
lead the 16-person 
board as the Bev-
erly, Massachu-
setts-based college 
launches a number 
of new programs 
and initiatives, 
and redoubles 
the school’s stu-
dent-centered 
approach.

“Montserrat is a 
college where ideas 
flourish and stu-
dents find their 
voice,” said Parker. 
“It’s a privilege to 
serve this remark-
able organization 
at such an exciting 
time, as we build 
new opportunities 
and shape a vibrant 
future together.”

A seasoned busi-
ness leader, Parker 
brings operational 
planning, financial 
management, mar-
keting communi-
cations, and brand 
strategy expertise 

many seniors 
live in the 
town, how 
many fami-
lies have kids 
and where 
Georgetown 
residents get 
food and 
household 
goods now.

ONT also 
will be look-
ing for a site 
to store and 
distribute 
food as well 
as for sources 
of local financial support and food 
donations.

The Council on Aging provides a 
small food bank with groceries and 
household goods and provides a 
daily grab-and-go lunch for seniors. 
It serves about 50 households. 

Crosby’s Marketplace held a suc-
cessful food drive last month. 

In 2024, ONT registered 152 
Georgetown residents visited its 
markets in Amesbury and Salisbury, 
which is 15 miles away. “It’s not easy 
for Georgetown residents to get to 
Salisbury and Amesbury,” said pro-

to his new role.
“Ollie is a longtime advisor who 

has offered his time, insights, and 
wise counsel to Montserrat,” said the 
college’s president, Brian Pellinan. 
“A pragmatic leader and innovative 
strategist, Ollie is well-positioned to 
help Montserrat evolve, expand, and 
achieve sustainable success.”

Parker is the owner of Sistine Solar, 
a Boston startup founded by MIT 
alumni that is changing solar technol-
ogy.  He is also at the helm of Speed-
pro Boston North, one of the region’s 
top large-format digital printing com-
panies.

gram director Greg Ezell. “We need 
to provide service where the custom-
ers live.”

ONT delivers throughout the 
region in Groveland, Merrimac, 
Newbury and Newburyport. 

Initial costs for the Georgetown 
expansion will be building stor-
age and shelving at whatever site is 
identified. ONT, working with the 
Greater Boston Food Bank, will bear 
the cost of the food itself. It pays for 
milk and eggs and some fresh foods 
that the GBFB does not.  ♦

Parker’s extensive background in 
corporate settings also includes stints 
at Orchard Brands, Macrovision, 
Millipore, PwC (formerly Coopers & 
Lybrand).

An active and 
engaged volunteer, 
Parker serves both 
nonprofit and edu-
cational organiza-
tions. In addition 
to Montserrat, he 
has served on the 
board of directors 
for Kieve-Wavus 

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Representatives of ONT meet with Georgetown residents
(Photo by Will Courtney)

Winterize Your Mercury
Outboard at

POWER OF A 

GREATRATE 
Limited Time!

GOLD STAR MONEY MARKET
IN SELECT COMMUNITIES

44.35%
APY*

Don’t miss this great rate while it lasts – promotion ending soon! 
Special Money Market rate for residents of: Amesbury, Georgetown, Ipswich, 
Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley and Salisbury. To open your new Gold Star 

Money Market account, visit salemfive.com/north to open online or open in-
branch at our Georgetown or Rowley locations.

*The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 9/5/2025 and subject to change. 4.35% APY earned 
for balances $0.01 or more. Rate may change after account is opened. Fees may reduce earnings. Personal 
accounts only. New deposit customers only. Minimum deposit to open is $10. Offer available for funds not 
currently on deposit at Salem Five. Maximum deposit amount is $1,000,000 per account and one account per 
customer. Only residents of the following communities qualify for this offer: Amesbury, Georgetown, Ipswich, 
Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley and Salisbury. Can be opened online at salemfive.com/north or in-branch at our 
Georgetown and Rowley locations. 

Continued on page 8
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Georgetown Music Parents
Annual Mum Flower Fundraiser to Support the Music Programs: Band, Chorus, and Drama.
Students and parents volunteered recently to help with the fundraiser where members of the
community purchase flowers in a variety of colors. 

The Iconic Paisley's Farm
on Rte. 133 in West Boxford.

Be sure to slow down, 
stop, and pull over!

A great little farmstand 
that has been run for generations
(we miss the cider donuts of our 
childhood).  

Seasonal fruits, vegetables,
flowers, and gifts.  Honey. Eggs.
Locally grown plums.

Check out their fields for 
the latest growing vegetables
and flowers.

Remember to come back every 
week, right up 'til Christmas when
the greenhouse is alive with local
vendors/crafts.  
A great place to buy your 
Christmas tree.
                

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

I would like to share some photos of our little Farmstand located at 59 Warren Street in 
Georgetown. My name is Laura Short and I am co-owner with Vanessa Romasco. 
We are open Monday through Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and we are closed 
on Sundays.
Thank you!

Send us Your Photos:
Amesbury
Beverly
Boxford
Byfield
Essex
Georgetown
Groveland
Hamilton
Haverhill
Ipswich
Manchester-by the-Sea
Newbury
Newburyport
Rowley
Seabrok
Salisbury
Topsfield
Wenham
West Newbury
and beyond...
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Greater Newburyport YWCA 
Celebrates the Tenure and Legacy 
of John Feehan, YWCA Executive 

Director: 2009- 2025
NEWBURYPORT – YWCA Greater Newburyport welcomed over 140 

people in celebration of John Feehan’s legacy as Executive Director at the 
Newburyport Community Senior Center, 9/24/25.

Feehan stepped down as executive director 8/22/25, moving to a Program 
Officer role and continuing to champion and focus on Affordable Housing 
and Childcare efforts.

Board members, past and present, staff, vendors, community partners and 
members lauded John’s sixteen years of service.

“Tonight we gather to honor the tireless work of John Feehan who has led 
the YWCA Greater Newburyport with vision, dedication and integrity for the 
past 16 years. Under his leadership, the organization has strengthened its pro-
grams, expanded its reach and continued to serve as a vital resource for the 
community,” said YWCA Board of Directors Board President Julia McDon-
ald. “John has consistently prioritized the mission of the YWCA ensuring that 
the organization not only meet the needs of those we serve today, but is also 
prepared for the challenges of the future.” 

“What has been abundantly clear in the 29 days since I started at the YWCA 
is the legacy of John’s impact over the past 16 years,” explained Kate Slater, new 
YWCA Executive Director. “Not one day goes by that I don’t see firsthand the 
depth of his relationships or witness the breadth of community he has built in 
this area. It is a gift to join an organization that has had a rock-steady Execu-
tive Director at the helm – especially because I get to keep working with and 
learning from you. You have left big shoes to fill. 

Ilene Harnch-Grady, Health and Wellness/Encore Director recognized 
John’s legacy through the presentation of timeline detailing some of John’s 
accomplishments since he began in 2009 and presented a bench with an hon-
orary plaque recognizing John’s work. “I have had the pleasure or working 
with John since he began in 2009. As an organization we faced insurmount-
able challenges including an organizational overhaul, a global pandemic and 
a major staffing crisis. Through it all, John remained our steward and captain 
forging a sense of calm and support.”

Mayor Sean Reardon and Senator Bruce Tarr also presented John with proc-
lamations recognizing his service and impact on the community.

A very special thank you to LD Russo and Nancy Caswell from BRINE for 
their generous donations and sponsoring this event.

The YWCA Greater Newburyport is dedicated to eliminating racism, 
empowering women and creating peace, justice, dignity and freedom for all.

For more information please visit: www.ywcanewburyport.org  ♦

Ilene Harnch-Grady (at podium) and leadership team present John with honorary 
bench (Photo: Hannah Charney MacVane, Vice President YWCA Board of Directors)

AROUND THE REGION
Alan Aulson took a few shots of family and neighbors 
around the area during the past couple of weeks. 
We're sharing a few on this page.
#15: Daughter Michelle's boyfriend's son Gideon playing goalie.
#16: Family from Haverhill loves Spring Hill Farm - child loves the sandbox and horse
#17: Melina working the Class of 2028 Georgetown Car Wash Fundraiser
#18: Summer and Lillian at the class of 2028 Georgetown Car Wash Fundraiser
#19: The Great Punpkin at Rogers Spring Hill Farm
#20: Maureen and Michelle Aulson posing for pictures at Rogers Spring Hill Farm.
#21: Elizabeth Knight, one of the owners of Colby Farm in Newbury
#22: Cheryl from Byfield working the Ipswich Ales truck at a farm event.
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A Night of Celebration of John Feehan
as Executive Director of the Greater N
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Photos: Lonnie Brennan, The Town Common
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Come discover all that can be done with a library 
card at the Georgetown Peabody Library on Saturday, 
October 4 at 10:30.   From books and movies to digital 
resources, museum passes, and more—your library card 
opens the door to endless opportunities. Join Library 
Director Sarah Cognata to learn how to make the most 
of it and stay informed about recent changes to library 

NEWBURYPORT – The Friends of the Newburyport 
Public Library (FOL) announces that the 48th Great Old 
Book Sale will take place Wednesday, October 22 through 
Saturday, October 25, 2025, in the Program Room at the 
Newburyport Public Library.

This much-anticipated semi-annual event offers thou-
sands of carefully sorted hardcover and paperback books 
across a wide range of categories, including fiction, non-
fiction, history, biography, cookbooks, travel, children’s 
literature, graphic novels, and more. A selection of audio-
books may also be available. Proceeds from the sale directly 
provide supplementary funding for selected library mate-
rials, programs and activities.

Book Donations Welcome
Donations of gently used hardcover, paperback, and 

audiobooks are greatly appreciated. Due to space limita-
tions, donors are asked to limit contributions to no more 
than 8 boxes per household. Please note: magazines, text-
books, CDs, and other media cannot be accepted.

Donation Drop-Off Times (Program Room, via Library 
Front Door):
• Saturday, October 18: 9:30 AM – 4:30 PM
• Monday, October 20: 9:30 AM – 7:30 PM
• Tuesday, October 21: 9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

(No donations accepted after 2:30 PM)
FOL Members’ Sale

The event kicks off with a special FOL Members’ Sale 
on Wednesday, October 22, from 2:00 – 8:00 PM. Entry 
numbers will be distributed in the library lobby starting at 
12:00 PM to manage the early rush. Not yet a member? 
Memberships can be purchased or renewed:

• At the library circulation desk
• Online at www.newburyportfol.org/membership-2
• In the library lobby on October 22 starting at 12:00 

PM
General Public Sale Hours

• Thursday, October 23: 9:30 AM – 
7:30 PM

• Friday, October 24: 9:30 AM – 4:30 
PM

• Saturday, October 25: 9:30 AM – 2:30 
PM 
(Bargain Day!)
Bargain Day Alert: On Saturday, 

October 25, fill a bag of books for 
just $5.00!

Volunteers Needed
Community members are invited 

resources. This presentation follows the Friends of the 
Georgetown Peabody Library annual meeting at 10:00 
when members will be voting for new officers and 
changes to the Articles and Bylaws. Refreshments will 
be served.

Mary Saunders
President of the Friends of the GPL

to lend a hand! Help is needed for setup, sorting, and 
staffing during the sale. Sign up in the library lobby or 
visit the Events page at www.newburyportfol.org to get 
involved. Your support makes this beloved community 
event possible.

The Friends of the Newburyport Public Library (FOL) 
is a separate, volunteer-run nonprofit organization that 
provides supplementary funding for selected library mate-
rials, programs and activities. We are a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization registered in the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, so your contributions to FOL are tax deduct-
ible.  ♦

Georgetown Peabody Library Presentation
Saturday, Oct. 4 at 10:30 A.M.

WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH YOUR LIBRARY CARD

Friends of the Newburyport Public Library to Host 48th 
Great Old Book Sale - October 22–25, 2025

Book Donations Accepted October 18, 20 & 21

Building a Canoe Wampanaoag Style

NEWBURYPORT – Visitors to 
the Merrimack River waterfront last 
weekend thought they had stumbled 
onto a barbecue behind the Custom 
House Maritime Museum. 

But instead of a roasting pig, walkers 
on the Clipper City Rail Trail instead 
found Aquinnah Wampanoag master 
canoe builder Johnathan James Perry 
and his cousin Jared James burning 
out a tall white pine tree to make a 
mishoon, a dugout canoe, that will 
be launched in the river on Oct. 11, 
Indigenous People’s Day. 

It is Perry’s 53rd canoe, which he 
built by hand to demonstrate how 
native American tribes like his cre-
ated vessels for battle, diplomacy, rec-
reation and transport. 

“It’s fun,” James Perry said. But it is 
also hard work, chiseling out the char-
coal the fire leaves behind. Called the 
Merrimack Mishoon project, which 
received a $30,000 grant from the 
New England Foundation for the 
Arts, the canoe takes eight to 10 days 
to build. The pair will be working on 
the canoe this weekend and preparing 
it for launch.

“We have to be good,” James Perry 
said. If not, when the 600-pound 
canoe is launched in the river, carry-
ing four or more passengers, it could 
sink.

The Merrimack Mishoon Project 
is a collaborative initiative aimed at 
the reviving traditional Indigenous 
practice of making dugout canoes. 

Education Inc. and both the Pingree 
and Brookwood Schools.

The new board members who 
began their three year terms on July 
1 are Brian Bicknell, Chief Operating 
Officer at the Boys & Girls Clubs of 
Boston, Maren Oslund, a behavioral 
health counselor, and Hilly Ebling, an 
executive with extensive experience in 
the financial services sector. 

“All three of these board members 
have been associated with Montser-

Led by master mishoon makers Dar-
ius Coombs, a Mashpee Wampa-
noag, and James Perry, an Aquinnah 
Wampanoag, the project is a part-
nership of Imagine Studios, the Cus-
tom House and Lowell’s Boat Shop in 
Amesbury. 

This project seeks to honor indig-
enous maritime traditions engaging 
indigenous apprentices in the process. 

While the firewood burned the 
inside of the tree, James Perry 
answered questions from curious visi-
tors. He explained to one couple that 
stopped to watch that they burn the 
tree to cut down on the hard labor 
of chipping out the charcoal. But the 
fire also hardens the wood, keeps out 
insects and makes the canoe last many 
years.

When two men came following 
the fire smells that wafted over the 
Rail Trail, he told a story of cook-
ing a chicken overnight in the burn-
ing charcoal. He ate the chicken the 
next morning. “Best breakfast I ever 
tasted,” James Perry said.

On Friday, Oct. 4, the Custom 
House is hosting a seafood fundrais-
ing dinner with Mashpee Wampa-
noag chef Sherry Pocknett, the first 
native American woman to be named 
the best chef in the Northeast by the 
James Beard Foundation.  

Tickets for the Merrimack Mishoon 
Celebration and Fundraising Feast 
from 3 to 7 p.m. at the museum are 
on sale today. Last week, only 11 tick-
ets remained. The price of a ticket is 
$125 and includes a membership to 
the Custom House.   ♦

rat over the years, with each demon-
strating an exceptional commitment 
to our students,” said Pellinen. “Brian 
served our community as both our 
Dean of Students and Interim Dean 
of Admissions while Maren, who is 
married to an alum, has long been 
an ambassador for the school in her 
own right. And Hilly is returning to 
the board having ably served  for more 
than a decade. I am delighted to wel-
come Brian, Maren, and Hilly back 
to the Montserrat community and 
look forward to partnering with them 
as we work to advance our mission, 
vision, programs, and priorities.”

About Montserrat College of Art
Founded in 1970 by working art-

ists and designers, Montserrat Col-
lege of Art offers a highly personalized 
education focused on both the pro-
fessional and personal success of each 
student. With a curriculum grounded 
in hands-on learning, intensive studio 
practice, liberal arts, and career prepa-
ration, Montserrat students graduate 
with the skills, confidence, and per-
spective needed to lead creative, pur-
pose-driven lives. The college is also a 
vital economic and cultural force in 
the region, actively shaping the cul-
tural and community landscape.

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Aquinnah Wampanoag master canoe builder Jonathan James Perry and his cousin 
Jared James behind their dugout canoe. (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

SERIOUS ABOUT DELIVERING NEW 
CUSTOMERS TO OUR ADVERTISERS? WANT TO 

WORK 4 to 20+ HOURS/WEEK?
THIS COULD BE THE BEST JOB OF YOUR LIFE...

Earn Extra Money to 

Enjoy Retirement
Keep Busy

Meet People

Help Our Paper Grow

Advertising Acccount Managers set their own hours, work 
when they want, where they want, and earn generous

commissions and residual commissions.

Call me and I'll answer all your questions.
Lonnie Brennan  978-609-4183

Come Home to Community News

HELP WANTED

Work 4 
hours

or work 40
Your call!

Hope this note finds you all had a great summer!
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS: ROWLEY LAUNCH 

RAMP
- Remove River Markers -

Saturday, October 25th - meet at 11:30am - high tide 2:33pm 
(remove no wake buoys/flags at 9 am). 

Bad weather date = Sunday, 10/26
 Thank you as always for your willingness to help

Regards,
Bill DiMento

WOW!!  What a great presentation of our Open 
House information.

It was FANTASTIC to see the initial announcement, 
and then the 2 follow-up reminders!!!

Thank you so much for your incredible help for us in 
getting the word out about our Open Houses.

We had an excellent attendance with a significant 
number of potential Cadets and Senior members.

Again, thank you for  all of your wonderful help.
Lt. Col Keith F. Lauder
Seacoast Composite Squadron 
Civil Air Patrol     https://seacoast.cap.gov 

Continued from page 3

BEVERLY'S MONTSERRAT
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

Your Ad Here
$49

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Where local businesses, get loyal customers.

Vintage Bazaar Fall Festival
Oct . 4 & 5

CRESENT FARM
234 Willow Ave, Haverhill, MA! 

Same bazaar - different location! 
Spanning over 300 scenic acres, this 

two-day harvest festival brings together 
over 200 hand-picked makers, pick-

ers and curators and 20+ food/beverage 
vendors! 

COME HUNGRY!
Family fun.

Build Your Own Stuffed Animals
Flower Truck
Book Signings

"THE SIP YARD"
Harvest Moon Jamboree

Daily Admission Tickets: $15
Early Bird & Weekend Passes: $20
*SATURDAY EARLY BIRD HOURS 

STARTING AT 830am. 
GENERAL ADMISSION at 10am. No 

early bird on Sunday* 
CHILDREN 18 FREE and Under

WE ARE STILL 
DOG-FRIENDLY. 

ALL pups must remain on leash. 
https://www.ticketleap.events/tickets/vbne-8/VB-FALL-25
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EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
Find a Friend, Find a Book, 

Find a Painter, 
Announce an Event,

Sell a Boat. 
Announce a Yard Sale! 

Find your new customer! 
$10/week        4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

www.thetowncommon.com
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UNDERWRITERS SOUGHT
We thankfully accept donations made out to The Town Common, and sent to The 
Town Common, 9 Hamilton Ter., Georgetown, MA 01833.  If sponsoring by credit 

card, please include card #, expiration, security code, and the zip code where the credit 
card bill is sent, or call us at 978-255-3015.

OR: Advertise or Sponsor a Community or Group or Industry/Topic Page
editor@thetowncommon.com

GROVELAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Groveland Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing at the Groveland 
Town Hall, 183 Main St, Groveland, MA. on October 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. to consider 
a Request for Determination of Applicability regarding trail bridge repairs at Meadow 
Pond Reservation, 0 Uptack Road in Groveland. 

A copy of the application can be viewed by visiting the Groveland Economic 
Development, Planning, and Conservation Department at Groveland Town Hall, 183 Main 
St, Groveland MA.                                                                                                 10/1

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North Andover, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell the 
following vehicles on or after October 23, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by public or private 
sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale.  Vehicles are 
being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1.  2018 Integrity Utility Trailer VIN 55NBE1210J1005890
2.  2003 Sterling LT9500 VIN 2FZHAZA863AK90197
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc.                                                                           10/1, (10/8, 10/15)

The reward for conformity is that everyone 
likes you but yourself.  

                                        - Rita Mae Brown

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!
Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot 

of old piano sheet music... $10 PER 
WEEK or 4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Pratt

Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

HELP WANTED: 2 POSITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,

and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

Call 978-432-9669
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Advertising Sales  |  Could be the best job of your life.
Looking for unique person for this unique position.

See details on page 5.

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

BEVERLY
Manchester-by-the-Sea

Boxford

Essex

GLOUCESTER
Hamilton

Ipswich

Newburyport

Salisbury

Wenham

West
Newbury

Georgetown

Rowley

Topsfi
eld

Newbury

Groveland

Amesbury

Rockport

Largest Independent Weekly

Come Home to Community News

NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
Community News Distribution Across

Grow with Us
Throughout 2025!

Merrimac

Haverhill

Danvers

Middleton

If you only advertise
in your town, 
you'll only get
customers from 
your town.

Advertise throughout
the region and
let your neighbors
know where you are!

Showcase YOUR 
business in 

Watch
us
GROW!
ADDING NEW 
SITES EACH 
MONTH!
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North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout .

AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

Flags for the Faithful for Georgetown 
Religious Organizations
The Georgetown Knights of Columbus and local 

veterans are offering "Flags for the Faithful" 
American Flags for Georgetown Religious Organiza-
tions. To get a free American Flag for your George-
town-based religious organization, please contact Alan 
Aulson today at 508-451-1987.

Buy Your Great 
Gramd

Sheep 'Pebbles' 
Land Rush Deed 

Today!
Join the Knights of 

Columbus of Boxford, Byfield, 
Georgetown, Rowley, and 
beyond, at 87 E. Main Street 
in Georgetown, Mass., on Sun-
day, Oct. 19, 2025, or simply 
purchase a 'deed' for the 'owner-
ship' of one square for the dura-
tion of the event. (You do NOT 
need to be present to win.)

A $20 donation is requested 
for each 'deed' and provides the 
holder an opportunity to win 
one of several prizes, as well as 
participate with the sheep event.  
See sample deed on this page 
and go online to www.Sheep-
Deeds.com to purchase your 
deed, or reach out to Lonnie@
TheTownCommon.com

Bert Hanlon
Program Co-Manager

Deputy KofC Grand Knight

Keith Vicari
Program Co-Manager
KofC Grand Knight

www.SheepDeeds.com

GEORGETOWN AREA KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Sheep ‘Pebbles’ Land Rush

Proceeds are to benefit the Knights of Columbus Frank Meader Council 6064
Community and Parish Events Serving Georgetown, Boxford, Rowley, and Byfield

PRIZES:

First ‘Pebble Pile’ - $500
Second ‘Pebble Pile’ - $200

Third ‘Pebble Pile’ - $100
JUDGES:

DEED
NUMBER:

SUNDAY OCT. 19, 2025   AT   1:00 P.M. 
KofC, 87 E. MAIN STREET, GEORGETOWN, MA 01833

Let it be known by all persons that
or his/her duly qualified heirs or assigns, has a duly recorded interest in one square of choice Georgetown land, 
herafter called the “Sheep Pebble Plot” for one hour during the  SHEEP PEBBLE LAND RUSH!

WINNERS ANNOUNCED BEFORE OR AT 2:00 P.M.

DEED
2025

Alan Aulson
Land Rush Executive Director

Great Rock Farm

SAMPLE


