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At the 50th Anniversary of Rounder Records, from left Marian Leighton Levy, Ken Irwin and Bill Nowlin. (Photo courtesy of Levy and Irwin)

submitted by: Jenn Foster
TMPO Member

BYFIELD - The Triton Music Par-
ents Organization (TMPO) shares 
details about our upcoming Fall Elec-
tronics Recycling Event, happening 
on Saturday, September 27th from 
9 a.m to 1 p.m. at Triton High School 
in Byfield.

This annual fundraiser helps support 
our district’s Music & Performing Arts 
Program through scholarships, special 
activities, and equipment funding.

Recycle unwanted electronics for a 
small fee and support Triton’s music, 
theatre, and arts programs. Items 
accepted include:
• $5: Phones, Keyboards, Tablets, 

Cables
• $10: Laptops, DVD Players, 

Receivers
• $20: Microwaves, Computers, 

Monitors
• $30: Large Appliances
• $45: TVs

Proceeds directly benefit Triton Arts 
students by funding instruments, trips, 
costumes, and performances

Drive-through drop-off with volun-
teer assistance makes recycling quick 
and easy.

TMPO is also seeking a secretary 
and treasurer to join its board. Com-
munity members – parents, grandpar-
ents, alumni, and friends – are encour-
aged to volunteer.

For details on accepted items, 
fees, or to get involved, visit Face-
book.com/TritonTMPO or email 
tritonarts112@gmail.com.

Triton Music Parents Organization
Fall Electronics Recycling Event

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 5
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NORTH SHORE – Local music 
legends Ken Irwin, Marian Leighton 
Lev,y and Bill Nowlin, who founded 
world-renowned, Boston-based roots 
music label Rounder Records in 
1970, have launched a new record 
company that is already catching the 
music world’s attention.

Their new entity, called Down the 
Road Records, recently released Arca-
dia, Alison Krauss and Union Sta-
tion’s first new album in 14 years.  
Rounder originally signed the Gram-
my-winning Krauss when she was in 
her early teens. Krauss and the band 

Last week, the following notice was issued by 
Maria Hardiman, Assistant Secretary of Strategic 
Communications, Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy & Environmental Affairs:

“Public Water Suppliers have a responsibility to 
provide safe, healthy, and clean water to Massachu-
setts residents. The Andrews Farm Water Com-
pany has failed to do that. As a result, I’ve issued 
a Declaration of Water Emergency, and we are 

are currently on a 75-city tour in sup-
port of that album. 

“For more than 50 years, these 
Rounders have introduced the 
Obscure, the Ancient and the long 
almost gone,” said Robert Plant, lead 
singer of Led Zeppelin, who recorded 
for the label with Krauss, and with his 
Band of Joy. “And now they continue 
to court and support the Next Wave 
reaching high into the New World of 
meld and mix.” 

Irwin and Nowlin, who were col-
lege roommates, and Levy (whom 
they met shortly thereafter), were on 
a mission to promote music that was 
not being heard in the early 1970s, 

working with the state delegation and the Town 
of Boxford to quickly restore services and ensure 
residents have access to clean and reliable water.” 
-- Governor Healey 

Background:                                                            
•  Andrews Farm Water Company is a Public Water 

System (PWS) in Boxford, Massachusetts.  
•  Andrews Farm serves about 53 households and 

Levy said last week during an inter-
view at Irwin’s Newburyport home. 
They lived cheap in a Somerville 
apartment and traveled around the 
country in an old VW bus to Blue-
grass and folk concerts and festivals. 
They cultivated relationships with 
artists, and their shared passions and 
dedication fueled the label’s success 
over the next 40 years. 

During those decades, Rounder 
built an impressive catalog of more 
than 3,000 albums that earned the 
trio a place in the International Blue-
grass Hall of Fame in 2016. They sold 
the label in 2010 to Concord Music, 

Down the Road Releases Roots Music

Boxford Water Woes - Andrews Out, Aquarion In

By Stewart Lytle, Sr. Reporter
–––––––––––––––––
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The Town Common is not responsible for typographical 
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notify The Town Common of any errors in ads on the fi rst 
day of issuance. No credits &/or refunds are off ered or 
implied. All material and content cannot be duplicated 
without written consent of the publisher. The right is 
reserved to reject, omit, or edit any copy off ered for 
publication.
Copyright 2004-2025 The Town Common©  Broadside Communications - 
All Rights Reserved

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph. 
Founder/Publisher/Editor 2004 - 2024

Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

17 Wed 8:30 7.4 8:51 8.6 2:20 0.3 2:34 1.0 6:24 6:50

18 Thu 9:31 7.6 9:49 8.7 3:21 0.2 3:35 0.8 6:25 6:49

19 Fri 10:24 7.9 10:42 8.7 4:16 0.2 4:30 0.6 6:26 6:47

20 Sat 11:11 8.1 11:29 8.6 5:03 0.1 5:19 0.4 6:27 6:45

21 Sun 11:53 8.3 5:46 0.2 6:03 0.3 6:28 6:43

22 Mon 12:12 8.5 12:32 8.4 6:25 0.3 6:44 0.3 6:29 6:41

23 Tue 12:52 8.3 1:08 8.4 7:01 0.5 7:23 0.3 6:30 6:40
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Special Extended Deadline 
Notice

The Town Common
GET YOUR AD SPACE RESERVED BY THIS 

FRIDAY FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!
The paper reserves the right to reject any ad or copy at any time for any reason.

S

G

How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:
www.thetowncommon.com

We Love to Print Your Photos

Continued from page 1
BOXFORD WATER WOES

is currently experiencing a complete 
loss of water supply within the entire 
distribution system. 

•  PWS are required to continuously 
maintain the public water supply 
and are prohibited from terminating, 
suspending, or otherwise restricting 
water service to any or all residences.   

•  The owner of Andrews Farm has been 
notified that residents have no water 
and the Town of Boxford has requested 
an update regarding the status of the 

system, actions the PWS is taking to 
restore service and the estimated time 
full service will be restored.  

•  After no response was received, 
Governor Healey issued a Declaration 
of Water Emergency and the DPU 
issued an order directing Aquarion 
Water Company to take immediate 
operational and management control to 
restore water service for Andrews Farm 
customers.  

•  Through the water emergency and 
under state law, the DPU has the 
authority to order an investor-owned 
utility to take any necessary measures 

to uphold public 
safety and welfare 
by prioritizing 
the restoration 
and continued 
availability of 
water utility 
services for 
i m p a c t e d 
customers.   
• 
A boil water order 
remains in effect. 
• 
MassDEP, DPU, 
the Town of 
Boxford, Town 
of Topsfield, and 
the Boxford Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t 
are working to 
ensure the water 
is restored.  ♦

butterfly
& bee

organic tick & mosquito control

Now 
scheduling 
summer 
services
— scan for 
a quote!

978.380.3257
Call today!

Salisbury Beach - Sept. 20th
Grab your fanciest kite and join us on the beach!

Wed. Sept. 24 - 5-7 p.m: Amesbury Chamber of Commerce announces a 
networking mixer at BareWolf Brewing. Registration includes appetizers fea-
turing nachos from Scarlett Fire BBQ. Cash bar available. 

PLUS, Live music by the Mill Town Organ Trio from 6-9PM.
$10 for members, $15 for non-members. amesburychamber.com to register.

Sat. Sept. 27 - 10 am: Newburyport Community/Senior Center, 331 High 
Street. Repairs offered: lamps, small appliances, textiles, wooden items, ans so 
much more. See www.RepairCafeNBT.org for full details.

The Market will be open Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm on the Rowley Town 
Common.

Salisbury Beach - Sept. 20th 10 a.m.  - 2 p.m.  Broadway Circle!

Town Common, Elm Street, Sept 21st, 12 - 4 p.m. Great sights!

Sept 21st, 12 - 4 p.m. 

Seacoast Composite Squadron Open House on Thursday, 18 September 2025, 
beginning at 6:30 P.M., at the Service Credit Union, 3003 Lafayette Road, Ports-
mouth, NH. The Portsmouth Squadron was founded in 1941 and is the longest 
continuously Operational CAP Squadron in New Hampshire.  The Squadron 
meets on Thursday evenings on the Pease ANG Base. If you have an interest in 
aviation or in any of the other CAP activities, please be sure to come to our Open 
House on 18 September 2025.  ♦

Salisbury: Color the Sky with Kites

Amesbury Octoberfest Networking

Newburyport Repair Cafe

Rowley Famer's Market/Crafters

Salisbury: Car Show / Bike Show

Salisbury: Firemans Muster

Salisbury: 1882 Pike School Tours

Portsmouth, N.H Civil Air Patrol

Free outdoor movie nights at Heritage Park, Lower Millyard, Movie starts at 
dusk. Bring blankes and chairs!

Oct. 3 - HAUNTED MANSION
Oct. 10 - HOCUS POCUS
Oct. 17 - NIGHTMARE BEFORE CHRISTMAS
Oct. 24 - TOY STORY TERROR!

Amesbury Friday Night Frights!
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THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Winterize Your Mercury
Outboard at

The Town Common
LOYAL ADVERTISERS WITH LOYAL CUSTOMERS

advertise@TheTownCommon.com      978-255-3015

NEWBURYPORT – An island-
wide celebration of live music and 
community: PlumFest!

PlumFest is a non-profit volun-
teer-run organization incorporated 
as a charitable foundation to bring 
local musicians, island residents and 
visitors together to showcase the nat-
ural beauty and artistry that make 
Plum Island such a special place. As 
an early participant in the “porch-fest” 
movement that is gaining popularity 
nation-wide, PlumFest brings our 
own unique flavor to the mix, with an 
event that is sure to please.

The entire event is FREE! The hosts 
volunteer, the bands volunteer, and 
our volunteers volunteer. This day is 

all about coming out and sharing the 
beauty of Plum Island and the music 
of our community with friends and 
neighbors. The event took place from 
noon - 6:0 pm. last Saturday, and col-
lected donations this year for their 
designated beneficiary, the Boys and 
Girls Club of Lower Merrimack Val-
ley. 

"Basically there were about 50 
bands on the whole island, and folks 
parked at the airport and took buses 
in or  a lot of folks rode bikes," related 
Georgetowns' Alan Aulson of Great 
Rock Farm / Goats to Go - "tremen-
dous sponaneous crowds in folks 
backyards who volunteered their sites 
for the social event."♦

Boys and Girls Club of Lower Merrimack Valley 
'Designated Beneficiary' of PlumFest 2025!

Joanne Valone, Maureen Aulson, 
and Cheryl Galui brings  cheers 
from Georgetown.

Chris and Dave's first time coming 
and "it won't be our last." Maria Piraino lives on the island off Old 

Point Road and shares: "it's the best event 
of the entire season," as she reads off the 
locations she'll be visiting next.

B y f i e l d 
residents: "We 
love it. Our first 
year on bikes."

STEVE MINASSIAN hosted a band on his 
property at 4 Southern Blvd. Steve has 
volunteered for seven years  and shared:  
"It's just a great opportunity do so some-
thing for the community and for the Boys 
and Girls Club."

Plumb Island Comes Alive with participants in PlumFest 2025 (ALL PHOTOS BY ALAN AULSON)
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By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Nathan Williams 

NEWBURYPORT – Whether you 
like great blues, played on a guitar, 
Zydeco on an accordion, Earl Scruggs-
style folk music on a banjo or just 
exciting boot-stomping Irish tunes, the 
Belleville Roots Music Series is back 
bringing to the North Shore audiences 
memorable music in coming months. 

For its 2025–2026 season at the Bel-
leville Congregational Church, 300 
High Street, Newburyport, the popu-
lar series brings a wide range of cele-
brated roots music artists to the com-
munity.

The season begins on Saturday, 
Nov. 1 with blues guitarist and singer 
Corey Harris. In 2007, the Bates Col-

lege graduate was 
awarded a MacAr-
thur Fellowship – 
commonly referred 
to as a “genius 
award” – from the 
John D. and Cath-
erine T. MacAr-
thur Foundation. 
The annual grant, 
which recognizes 
individuals from a 
wide range of dis-
ciplines who show 
creativity, originality and commitment 
to continued innovative work. 

Harris was described as an artist who 
“forges an adventurous path marked by 
deliberate eclecticism.” That same year, 

he was also awarded an 
honorary Doctor of 
Music degree from his 
alma mater.

On Saturday, Nov. 
22, Zydeco musician 
Nathan Williams and 
the Zydeco ChaChas 
will perform. Williams' 
big break came when 
Buckwheat Zydeco 
recommended him 
to Rounder Records, 

which was searching for an accordionist 
after Buckwheat left for Island Records. 
The band debuted at the New Orleans 
Jazz & Heritage Festival in 1988.

In 2026, the lineup continues with 
Téada, a traditional Irish band, on Sat-
urday, March 7, with shows at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. 

Banjo player Tony Trischka and his 
group will play on Saturday, April 
18, at 8 p.m., featuring music of 
Earl Scruggs with singer and guitar-
ist Michael Daves. The new recording 
company Down the Road has released 
an album of Trischka’s Scruggs’ songs 
under the title Earl Jam. 

The season ends on Saturday, May 
16, with the Canadian group Cécilia, 

which mixes Celtic and Quebecois 
music.

Belleville Roots is a nonprofit orga-
nization supported by local businesses 
and individuals. Refreshments are 
available at all shows, and seating is 
first-come, first-served. 

Parking is free on nearby streets, and 
the venue is handicap 
accessible.

For tickets or more 
information, email bel-
levilleroots@gmail.com 
or call 978-234-4515. ♦

Belleville Roots Brings Top Artists
Continued from page 1
Down the Road

an independent music company in 
Nashville, TN. 

The other early coup for the new 
label is Earl Jam, an album that fea-
tures 15 songs by veteran banjo-
ist Tony Trischka, who transcribed 
songs played by Earl Scruggs and 
John Hartford in a series of jam ses-
sions that took place between 1989 
and 1998. 

During the darkest days of the 
Covid epidemic, Trischka, widely 
regarded as one of the most import-
ant banjoists of the modern era, hav-
ing played on close to 100 albums, 
received a thumb drive containing 
recordings of these jam sessions. 

Trischka, a regular at the Belleville 
Roots Concert Series in Newburyport, 
keenly understood the significance of 
the material on these recordings, and 
immediately set out to transcribe, per-
form and record these tunes. 

The band introduced the new 
music to great acclaim in a concert at 
Joe’s Pub in New York City.  

In 2023, Down the Road released 
Earl Jam, a collection of 15 songs fea-
turing guest performances by lumi-
naries from the roots music world 
including Billy Strings, Vince Gill, 
Sierra Ferrell and Molly Tuttle. 

“Everybody wanted to be involved 
in that album,” Irwin said. 

The album earned Trischka a 
Grammy nomination. A second col-
lection of 15 songs is expected to be 
released next early next year.    

Down the Road is already building 
a new catalog that includes albums by 
the SteelDrivers, Blue Highway, The 
Seldom Scene, Gibson Brothers, the 
Lonely Heartstring Band, Po’ Ram-
blin' Boys, and Dervish, who plan to 
release a follow-up to their acclaimed 
2019 album The Great Irish Song-
book early next year.  

Irwin, a member of the Belleville 
Roots Committee, which produces 
concerts at the Belleville Congrega-
tional Church on High Street, helped 
create the church’s roots series in 
2011. Thanks to Irwin’s robust com-
munity of artists and booking agents, 
the group has been able to create an 
acclaimed and successful concert 
series, the proceeds of which support 
the building that houses the church 
and building community through 
music.

Asked where the name Rounder 
came from, Levy and Irwin cited a 
few sources of inspiration: the Holy 
Modal Rounders, a quirky band of 
the time; and the use of the word to 
describe people living on the edge and 
“making the rounds” to ensure their 
daily survival, which was reflected in 
the music the trio loved. 

When it came to naming the new 
label, Levy said that was easy. “We 
have been down the road.”

For more information on Down the 
Road Records and its music, visit its 
website, www.downtheroad.com. ♦

Plant Matters
A Visit to Anything Grows - Salisbury

I had the oppor-
tunity to pay a visit 
to Anything Grows 
organic farm and 

nursery in Salisbury and meet with Rijk 
Gupta and Maura Desfosses. Rijk and I 
studied Plant and Soil Sciences at UMa-
ss-Amherst and were inspired by professor 
Allen Barker to advocate for and practice 
organic methods. After graduating from 
UMass, Rijk earned his MS in Mycology. 
Maura studied and worked in business 
management.

They purchased the Herb Farmacy five-
years ago and have been expanding produc-
tion each year. There are less scented gerani-
ums grown now, but there are hundreds of 
plants offered in pots from the nursery area 
as well as field grown vegetables, eggs, phe-
nomenal heirloom tomatoes and seasonal 
flowers offered as CSA. If you are inter-
ested in establishing your own organic veg-
etable, herb, or flower garden, these plant 
starts are offered in pots in the nursery area. 
Most garden centers do not offer organic 
plants for home gardeners. Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture is a great way 

to invest in local agriculture by making a 
financial commitment in advance and later 
picking up the product during the growing 
season. Their seasonal flower shares range 
from Tulips to Dahlias divided into winter, 
spring and summer shares. This is a great 
gift idea especially for yourself!

They offer their produce at farmer’s mar-
kets in Lexington, Amesbury, Marblehead, 
and Exeter. The Salisbury nursery is open 
during the growing season (check web site 
for hours of operation). Farming is unre-
lenting from May-July - everyday - sun up 
to sundown. I developed an appreciation 
for the stressors that farmers endure while 
working for the USDA. Organic produc-
tion is more challenging than ‘conven-
tional’ and more costly. A farm must be 
certified ‘organic’ and pay to be certified. 
Because farms must be profitable, plant 
growth regimes are only one component of 
a successful

farm operation. Finance, a business plan, 
marketing and customer service are crucial 
factors. 

Anything Grows encompasses 10 acres 
with 5 acres wooded and ~ 4 acres in pro-

was green long before it was fashionable. She 
is committed to creating gardens that heal our 
planet, one landscape at a time. Ida graduated 
from U. Mass. Amherst with a B. S. in Plant 
and Soil Sciences before working for the U.S. 

duction. Rijk describes the formula as 
Time+Space=Yield. All farm operations 
need to be efficient and we have a short 
growing season that includes pressures 
form insects, diseases, animals and weather 
fluctuations. Farming is not for the faint of  
heart…Rijk employs organic pest manage-
ment such as nematodes to eliminate fun-
gus gnats and rather than using inorganic 
fertilizers he uses mycorrhizal inoculant to 
increase yields.

Rijk and Maura have additional projects 
planned for the farm and the next is a farm 
stand located at 30 Elmwood St., Salisbury, 
MA. Visit their website https://www.any-
thinggrows-farm.com and please support 
local agriculture.

I’d like to thank Rijk and Maura for 
making time for me. I’d like to thank the 
people of Massachusetts who help to sus-
tain UMass-Amherst and the college from 
which  Rijk and I graduated which is rated 
as one of the best agriculture programs in 
the world. 

Ida Wye is the principal of Ida Wye 
Designs, offering landscape design,  consul-
tation, implementation, and restoration. Ida 

D. A. and teaching Horticulture. After study-
ing Landscape Design at Radcliffe, she began 
working independently. She later studied 
Urban Forestry and Wetland Science. www.
idawyelandscapes.com

by Ida Wye

Sold Single Family Homes
      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73401528 SLD 69 School St Merrimac, MA AN6664 Detached 3  $549,000   $555,000 
73411691 SLD 882 Salem Street Groveland, MA AN8751 Detached 2  $549,900   $575,000 
73407902 SLD 17 Cutting Drive Newburyport, MA AN8751 Detached 1  $699,900   $850,000 
73414561 SLD 22 Oakland Street Newburyport, MA AN6888 Detached 3  $850,000   $934,250 
73409068 SLD 4 Beacon St Newburyport, MA AN4850 Detached 2  $850,000   $825,000 
73411693 SLD 12 SPOFFORD STREET Newburyport, MA AN8827 Detached 2  $859,000   $869,000 
73367705 SLD 50 Portsmouth Road Amesbury, MA AN3560 Detached 3  $875,000   $850,000 
73408634 SLD 32 Towne Ln Topsfield, MA AN6886 Detached 3  $919,000   $1,000,000 
73371961 SLD 143 Haverhill Rd Amesbury, MA AN6818 Detached 4  $999,000   $900,000 
73409207 SLD 3 Burning Bush Drive Boxford, MA AN0846 Detached 3  $999,900   $1,000,000 
73405572 SLD 3 Abbey Rd Georgetown, MA AN6888 Detached 3  $1,199,000   $1,190,000 
73375388 SLD 24 Old Point Rd Newbury, MA : Plum Island AN6420 Detached 2  $1,259,000   $1,175,000 
73391390 SLD 44 Southpoint Ln Ipswich, MA AN4850 Detached 5  $1,499,900   $1,350,000 
73343238 SLD 8 COGSWELL STREET Ipswich, MA AN8807 Detached 4  $1,995,000   $1,900,000 

F R A N K  B E R T O L I N O

R E A L T Y  G R O U P ,  I N C .

TH
E NORTH SHORE

“IT’S NOT ABOUT US - IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU”

Residential and Commercial
Real Estate

978-255-4735
91 Bridge Rd., Salisbury, MA

AgentsWithExp.com
BEVERLY
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Hamilton
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Newburyport
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Newbury

Georgetown
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Topsfi
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Rockport

FREE
Largest Independent Weekly

Come Home to Community News

NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
Community News Distribution Across

Watch us Grow Throughout 2025!
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Have you 
introduced a friend to 
The Town Comon today?

Going to an event in your com-
munity? Share your photos with 
The Town Common. We love to 
print your photos!

Remember  your postal 
worker and UPS driver this 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.
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Your Ad Here
$49

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Where local businesses, get loyal customers.

Work 4 
hours

or work 40
Your call!

Help Large and SmallBusinessesGet Loyal Customers

SERIOUS ABOUT DELIVERING NEW 
CUSTOMERS TO OUR ADVERTISERS? WANT TO 

WORK 4 to 20+ HOURS/WEEK?
THIS COULD BE THE BEST JOB OF YOUR LIFE...

Earn Extra Money to 

Enjoy Retirement
Keep Busy

Meet People

Help Our Paper Grow

Be Responsive

to Our 
Advertising

Partners

Advertising Acccount Managers set their own hours, work 
when they want, where they want, and earn generous

commissions and residual commissions.

Call me and I'll answer all your questions.
Lonnie Brennan  978-609-4183

Advertising Account Manager

Come Home to Community News
Largest Independent Weekly

NORTH SHORE OF MA & COASTAL NH
Community News Distribution Across

HELP
WANTED

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

By Lonnie Brennan
–––––––––––––––––

Georgetown Sand Wars/ Dumping Wars? - Next Steps?

GEORGETOWN – Board of 
Selectmen Chairman Robert Hoover 
(rhoover@georgetownma.gov) 
opened last week's meeting with a 
brief update regarding the court-or-
dered temporary shutdown of the 
sand mining operation that was taking 
place without permits and oversight at 
214 North Street.

The operation included extensive 
excavation and removal of truckloads 
of sand, with trucks running from 
early morning until late afternoon and 
early evening for months. 

Two items of highest concern has 

been the reports of neighbors who 
witnessed/photographed the dumping 
of unknown materials and apparently 
concrete chunks and what they believe 
were large chunks of asphalt that were 
trucked in the site. Their concern 
about the burial of such materials at 
or near the water table could present 
future problems. 

The excavator removed sand to a 
depth of 19 feet where he encountered 
water.  

To w n  A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Orlando Pacheco (OPacheco@
GeorgetownMa.gov) noted that the 
state's Department of Environmental 
Protection has been involved.

Shown below is one such photo-
graph provided to The Town Com-
mon by a neighbor to the site.

In a letter to the town's plan-
ning board, Peter Durling of 
Verril-law.com out of Boston stated 
that his client, the excavator Todd 
Champlain was involved with "soil 
enrichment activities he is performing 
at the Zibell Farm located at 214 North 
Street in Georgetown (the “Property”). 
The activities consist of topsoil and 
subsoil sand removal and replacement 
with higher nutrient organic compost 
and soil in order to improve crop yield 
to support an organic farm on existing 
agricultural land."  ♦

Photograph of unknown materials neighbor observed at the site.   (courtesy photo)

Photograph of portion of the excavation site (courtesy photo)

*** NEW ***
WANTED: HOMES 
FOR THESE MINI 

FREE NEWSPAPER 
RACKS

Available for your senior center, 
community center, business, 

office, apartment bldg., condo ...
Do you want to share the
The Town Common

 Let us know!

Contact Lonnie:  
Lonnie@thetowncommon.com

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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www.thetowncommon.com

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
Find a Friend, Find a Book, 

Find a Painter, 
Announce an Event,

Sell a Boat. 
Announce a Yard Sale! 

Find your new customer! 
$10/week        4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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To the world you may be one person, but 
to one person, you may be the world. 

                                                   - Dr. Seuss

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 
ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

WANTED TO BUY

EVERYONE READS CLASSIFIED ADS!
Sell a rototiller, an old boat, a huge lot 

of old piano sheet music... $10 PER 
WEEK or 4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Pratt

Hobby Shop
COINS AND ITEMS WANTED

U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

HELP WANTED: 2 POSITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held via Zoom videoconference on 
Thursday October 2, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted for the Notice 
of Intent by applicant Chris Olbrot for the Town of Boxford DPW for the property 
located at Balmoral Road, Boxford to make roadway and drainage improvements, 
portions of which are located within 100-feet of Wetland Resource Areas.

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in advance  
of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sect. 40,  
as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. To view application 
materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                      9/17/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Trombly Bros., Inc. of 141-153 Sutton Street North Andover, 
MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell the 
following vehicles on or after October 2, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by public or private 
sale to satisfy their garage keeper’s lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale.  Vehicles are 
being stored at Trombly Bros., Inc.

1.  2008 Kia Spectra VIN KNAFE122185501832
2.   2004 Honda CRV VIN SHSRD78564U242912
3.   2003 Honda CRV VIN JHLRD78403C046445
4.   2004 BMW 760LI VIN WBAGN83474DK10930
5.   2012 Nissan Pathfinder VIN 5N1AR1NB8CC639185
Signed,
Mark Trombly
Trombly Bro., Inc.                                                                           9/10, 9/17, (9/24)

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,

and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

Call 978-432-9669
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Advertising Sales  |  Could be the best job of your life.
Looking for unique person for this unique position.

See details on page 5.

DRIVERS WANTED FOR
EARLY MORNING DELIVERIES

NorthShore and N.H. Seacoast Areas
Full or Part Time

Use Company Van
CALL 978-869-2658

Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

Special Extended Deadline 
Notice

The Town Common
GET YOUR AD SPACE RESERVED BY THIS 

FRIDAY FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!
The paper reserves the right to reject any ad or copy at any time for any reason.

S

G
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout .

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An 
offer to help with a stalled project 
should reassure you that you have a 
workable plan in spite of the prob-
lems in getting it up and running. The 
weekend brings more positive news.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
past problem about a workplace sit-
uation reemerges early in the week. 
Talking things out helps ease tensions 
by midweek, but some hurt feelings 
could linger for a few more days.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Opti-
mistic aspects dominate your efforts. 
However, expect to confront criti-
cism, some of which might be valid, 
so keep an open mind. But overall, it’s 
your views that will count.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Social interaction with new people, 
especially on the job, could be a bit 
strained in the early part of the week. 
But the awkwardness passes as you 
get to know each other better.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Expect 
news about a follow-up to a work-
place change that could make a differ-
ence in your career path. Meanwhile, 
new friends widen the circle for all 
you social Lions who love to party.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Enjoy your well-earned plaudits 
for a job well-done. But be aware that 
some people might not share your col-
leagues’ admiration, and you might 
have to work harder to win them over.  

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) It’s a good week to recheck your 

probably already overlong to-do list 
and decide what to keep and what to 
discard. Lose the clutter and focus 
your energy on what’s really import-
ant.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) This is a good time to take a 
new perspective on what you’ve been 
offered. Expanding your view could 
help to uncover any plusses or minus-
es that weren’t apparent at first.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 
to December 21) Applying the usu-
al methods to this week’s unique 
challenges might not work too well. 
Instead, use your creativity to find a 
way to resolve any impasse that devel-
ops.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) So what if fate throws 
some obstacles in your path this 
week? Just keep in mind that the 
sure-footed and resolute Goat can get 
past any barrier by focusing on the 
goals up ahead.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) This week calls for better 
communication with people in both 
your private life and the workplace. 
Start by asking questions, then pay 
close attention to the answers.

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) Potentially beneficial workplace 
changes could be closer than you real-
ize. Make sure you know what’s going 
on so that you’re not left high and dry 
when the good things happen.

BORN THIS WEEK: You’re not 
timid about pushing to have your aims 
realized once you’ve set your mind to 
accomplishing your goals.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

Georgetown Area 
Organization 

News
By Alan Aulson

Just a few reminders that there are 
some great organizations in town that 
are always welcoming new members.

The Knight of Columbus is a 
Catholic organi-
zation that meets 
the first Wednes-
day of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. on 
the 2nd floor of 
the downtown 
Knight's building. Contact Grand 
Knight Keith Vicari at 978-979-6088.  
A few programs include:
• Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive with 

proceeds to special needs children
• "Flags for the Faithful" provides a 

new flag for any religious group in 
Georgetown, and working in 
conjunction with a local veterans group, 
provides flags before Veterans day.

• Great Grand Sheep Deeds Land Rush 
takes place this year on Sunday, Oct. 
19th, along with a community crafters/
yard sale at the Knight's building.

• Use of the hall by 
arrangement
The American 

Legion Post 211 
meets on the 2nd 
floor in George-
town Town Hall 
on Oct. 9th. contact Commander 
Doug Dawes at 978-352-7635. Some 
activities include:
• America 250 activities to commemorate 

out country's 250th birthday.
• Scholarship Fund
• Veterans graves - updating flags and 

cemetery work with the Boy Scouts
• Wreathes Across America program


