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REGIONAL – The Newburyport 
YWCA will no longer be one of the 
few in the nation with a male execu-
tive director. 

After leading the YWCA for 16 
years, bringing it out of financial dis-
tress, expanding services and keeping 
its doors open through the Pandemic, 
John Feehan is changing jobs at the 
popular YWCA. 

Julia McDonald, board president, 
announced last week that Dr. Kate 
Slater will be the new executive direc-
tor.

But Feehan is not going far. He will 
focus on the Y’s core mission of build-
ing affordable housing and the educa-
tion and care of children. 

While there were at least three stellar 
candidates for the Y’s top post, Slater 
brings a wealth of experience and pas-
sion for the organization’s mission, 
particularly eliminating racism and 
empowering women, McDonald said. 

“The combination of her experience 
leading non-profits and her commit-
ment to racial justice commended her 
to the Board of Directors,” she said in 
the announcement. “We are excited 
that she will be able to help elevate the 
YWCA’s role in racial and gender jus-
tice not only locally but regionally as 
well.”

Slater and Feehan share a passion for 
fighting racism. In a recent interview 
with The Town Common, he said working 
at the Y has taught him to appreciate 
the insidious nature of racism. Among 
his proudest achievements were events 

SALISBURY – Even with unpre-
dictable financial times staring them in 
the face, the indominable leadership of 
The Link House refused to give up on 
providing a safe residential space for 
women who are recovering from addic-
tions. 

Headed by executive director Chris-
tine Turner, the Link House closed the 
Maris Center for Women on the last day 
of June and the next day, July 1, opened 
the same space at 197 Elm St. as the 
organization’s second Women’s Inde-
pendent Sober House (WISH) in the 
greater Newburyport area. 

“We’re still standing,” Turner said last 
week. “It would have been easy to close 
it.”

After a 25-year history of help-
ing women in the area turn their lives 
around at the Maris Center, Turner and 
her team, including Krystle Brown, 
the development director, refused to 
accept no from the state Public Health 
agencies. The state had been provid-
ing $250,000 a year in state and federal 
funds to underwrite the programs and 
care at the Maris Center. 

The Link House pivoted to cut opera-
tional costs, including twenty-four-hour 
staffing to keep the doors open. 

Turner said it was a traumatic time for 
both the staff and the women who lived 
there, fearful they would have to leave 
because of the state’s budget cut. 

To close it would also have made 
The Link House financially stronger, 
she said, but the program and its loca-
tion in Salisbury were too important to 
this group of women and to the organi-
zation.

The first WISH program opened in 
Newburyport in 2020. 

WISH Salisbury will house 20 

GEORGETOWN – A frustrated 
Planning Board last week postponed 
for a third week deciding whether to 
grant a permit for the export of sand 
and the import of undisclosed mate-
rial at the 100-year-old Zibell Farm.

Planning Board Chair Harry LaCor-

NEWBURYPORT – Kate Bol-
ick is one of the featured artists 
of Coming Home, a current art 
exhibit at Newburyport Art that has 
invited past and current citizens of 
Newburyport, back to their home-
town to showcase their unique artis-
tic talents. She is an author of various 
books including Spinster: Making a 
Life of One’s Own, a New York Times
Notable Book of 2015. Bolick has 
worked for The Boston Globe, The 
Atlantic, and has published articles 
in The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, and Vogue. Addi-

like the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
luncheon and the Juneteenth celebra-
tion, he said.

tiglia asked the farm operators to stop 
voluntarily removing the sand. “I 
don’t want to see a truck tomorrow 
morning,” he said. 

Neighbors of the farm at 214 North 
St. reported that the trucks operated 
all week removing sand, “There was 
activity all week including yesterday.  

tionally, she previously taught at 
Columbia University, New York 
University, currently teaches at Yale 
University in the English depart-
ment, and has made appearances 
on NPR programs 
including The Today 
Show, CBS Sunday 
Morning, and CNN.

After attending 
Colby College, Kate 
Bolick began her 
journalistic career 
by applying to The 
Atlantic for an intern-
ship but instead get-

Newburyport YWCA Picks a New LeaderPlanning Board Postpones Action on 
Georgetown Sand Mining Operation

Kate Bolick: Featured in Coming Home 
Newburyport Art Exhibit

Link House 
Reopens Women’s 

Center
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Another truck makes its way up and out of the narrow driveway between two neighboring homes and 
onto North Street at the Zibell Sand Mining Operation (Photo: Lonnie Brennan)

From left, YWCA's John Feehan and Charles Gallant, LD Russo's executive superintendent 
at a housing construction site. (Photo provided by the YWCA)

Kate Slater (Photo provided by the YWCA)
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com
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Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437
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AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

30 Wed 3:54 8.0 4:22 8.0 10:09 0.6 10:36 0.9 5:31 8:07

31 Thu 4:43 7.6 5:09 7.9 10:55 0.9 11:28 1.0 5:32 8:06

1 Fri 5:34 7.2 5:58 7.8 11:43 1.2 5:33 8:05

2 Sat 6:27 6.9 6:50 7.8 12:21 1.1 12:33 1.5 5:34 8:04

3 Sun 7:24 6.7 7:44 7.8 1:18 1.2 1:27 1.7 5:35 8:03

4 Mon 8:21 6.6 8:38 7.8 2:15 1.2 2:21 1.8 5:36 8:01

5 Tue 9:16 6.6 9:30 8.0 3:11 1.1 3:14 1.7 5:37 8:00
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The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)
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COMING HOME

LINK HOUSE

ting a job as Assistant to the Senior 
VP of the Magazine. Here she got 

experience in literary criticism by 
interviewing authors of new books 
and learning about their writing pro-
cesses. However, Bolick wasn’t 
always interested in journalism. She 

started writing 
poetry and stories 
as a child. When 
she was 5 years 
old, she moved 
from Virginia 
to Newburyport 
where the art 
scene kept inspir-
ing her to pur-
sue writing and 
the arts. At Colby 
College, Bol-
ick majored in 
American Studies 
and minored in 
Poetry. Her pas-
sion for poetry 
changed when 
her mother passed 
away after gradu-
ating college.

Driven by her “journalistic curios-
ity” to learn and find answers, Kate 
Bolick delved deeper into the world 
of journalism and published a viral 
article in The Atlantic in 2011 titled 
“All the Single Ladies”. It was a 
cover story about how that time was 
the first in American history where 
there were more unmarried people 
than married people in the country. 
Shortly after, Bolick wrote Spinster: 
Making a Life of One’s Own to dis-
cover how the United States came to 
this as a society. More so, her book 
covered the idea that “a woman’s 
worth is not tied to her relationship 
status”.

The success of her book was tre-
mendously helpful to Kate Bolick’s 
career as it allowed her to teach at 
the college-level, one of her main 
goals, eventually becoming a lec-
turer in English at Yale University. 
She is grateful that she is a part of 
the Yale community as “the faculty 
and students are fantastic” and she 
loves having the opportunity to sup-
port students’ ideas and bring those 

ideas to the printed page.
For future projects, Kate Bolick 

has an upcoming book soon to be 
released in 2025 titled “Every Friend 
a Phantom” where she explores 
friendship, the history of it, and what 
she thinks it means as friendship has 
always been a significant aspect 
of her life. Bolick is especially 
excited to meet new artists at Com-
ing Home and celebrate the town of 
Newburyport as it has shaped her 
artistic career. She is greatly appre-
ciative of Belle Carver Struck, the 
curator of Coming Home, for think-
ing of such a unique event that cele-
brates artists from Newburyport.

When asked if she had any advice 
for aspiring writers, Kate Bolick 
said, “Remember that writing is a 
lifelong process. Don’t be daunted 
by how much there is to learn 
because you’ll be learning your 
whole life.”

To learn more about Kate Bolick 
visit: katebolick.com.

To learn more about Coming 
Home visit: newburyportart.org.  ♦

butterfly
& bee

organic tick & mosquito control

Now 
scheduling 
summer 
services
— scan for 
a quote!

978.380.3257
Call today!

low-income women in recovery in sin-
gle rooms. Ten women, who were also 
in Maris, were placed in other facilities 
where they could get the higher level of 
treatment they needed.  

The Link House is soliciting dona-
tions of $300 per room to pay for new 
curtains, bedding and pillows. “Every-
body needs a new pillow” Turner said. 

The WISH program has different 
requirements for its residents. Mem-
bers must be free of substance use and 
contract to abstain from all substance 
use and other addictive behaviors. They 
must attend in-house 12-step meetings, 
participate in weekly house meetings, 
consent to the house rules and fully 
participate in all additional aspects of 
recovery. 

To ensure a successful transition 
to independent living, residents are 
required to work and pay a monthly 
or weekly program fee based on their 
income level. Peer mentorship is the cor-
nerstone of the program, building upon 
positive relationships among residents 
to assist each other with relapse preven-

tion skills, effectively manage daily life 
stressors, coordinate with community 
supports, and empower them on their 
own recovery journey. 

WISH has an onsite, live-in peer 
supervisor responsible for ensuring a 
safe, supportive and healing environ-
ment, the Link House website states.

The Link House has a staff of 50, of 
which 60 percent are in recovery them-
selves, a fact that is a point of pride to 
Turner and her team. 

Founded in 1972, the Link House 
provides mental health services in the 
Greater Newburyport community. 

What began as a single residential pro-
gram for men struggling with addiction 
to alcohol, today is four residential pro-
grams for men and women with 81 beds 
in total, and two outpatient programs 
— the Center for Behavioral Health for 
adults, and the Children and Teen Cen-
ter for Help (CATCH), for children ages 
five to 18, according to its website.

Brown said there are many ways folks 
can support the organization.

“Support us by sharing our message, 
donations always help, or through grant 



July 30 - August 5, 2025                                                                                                                     Page 3 www.TheTownCommon.com 

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Powered by Mercury outboards 

The Town Common
LOYAL ADVERTISERS WITH LOYAL CUSTOMERS

advertise@TheTownCommon.com      978-255-3015

Continued from page 2
LINK HOUSE

To celebrate Yankee Homecoming, Pink House fans love to decorate utility poles at the site with a message – ‘If this house could talk’  (Photo by Sandy Tilton)

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURY – The Pink House, 
which stood at the edge of the Great 
Marsh for 100 years, may soon be 
remembered with a sign at the spot 
where it once stood. 

Last week, the Newbury Select-
Board voted 4-0, with one member 
abstaining, to approve a request by res-
ident Bob Conners to install the sign. 
If approved by the town’s Building 
Inspector and Conservation Commis-
sion, the 5-foot by 3-foot sign could be 
up by fall, Conner said. 

It would stand on town land across 
from the well-known Bob’s Lobster.

The proposed sign will read:
1925 – 2025

The Pink House
Honoring 100 Years of Memories

Torn down March 11, 2025,
BUT NEVER FORGOTTEN

The back of the sign will feature a 
photo of the board members of the 
non-profit Support the Pink House. 
The five members which include 
Jeff Ackley, Sandy Tilton, Rochelle 
Joseph, Kelly Page, and Alison Odle 
are shown sitting on the house’s step.

The Pink House was built in 1925 by 
Gertrude W. Cutter for her son’s fam-
ily. Over the years, the little house with 
the wide marsh view changed hands 
several times before being owned and 
eventually torn down by the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service.

Even though the house is no longer 
standing, its image remains part of the 
area's history. Artists painted it. Vis-

itors stopped to take photos. Locals 
loved it.

In June, Tilton and fellow Pink 
House Artisan Kathy Culbert hosted a 
celebration to mark the house’s 100th 
birthday.

“The Pink House has and will con-
tinue to be an important part of this 
community,” Tilton said. “You cannot 
erase or forget local history. It really is 
part of who we are.”

Gov. Maura Healey, State Sen. 
Bruce Tarr, and Newburyport Mayor 
Sean Reardon issued official citations 

in honor of the house. Mayor Rear-
don’s citation read in part:

“Built in 1925, this beloved land-
mark quietly reached its 100th year 
earlier this year—before its demoli-
tion on March 11. For generations, 
The Pink House was more than just a 
structure. It inspired artists, welcomed 
visitors, and helped define the spirit 
of Newburyport and Plum Island. 
Though the house itself is gone, its 
image and spirit endure—etched into 
the collective memory of a community 
that loved it dearly.”  ♦

A Sign to Remember the Pink House

opportunities. We’re also looking for 
new board members who want to be 
actively involved in creating solutions 
to mental health and addiction chal-
lenges in our area,” Brown said.

For more information, call 978-462-
0787 or visit the website LinkHouseInc.
org.
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Find a Painter, 
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Sell a Boat. 
Announce a Yard Sale! 

Find your new customer! 
$10/week        4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

The latest recalls
With the increasing number of food 

recalls lately, it’s very tempting to buy 
a few rural acres and grow our own 
food, isn’t it? A dozen chickens, a 
milk cow, a veggie garden ... what else 
would we need? Unfortunately for the 
majority of us, that’s not a possibility.

However, we can keep up with the 
increasing numbers of food recalls and 
stay safe. Here are a few of the new 
ones: We have undeclared pecans in 
mocha truffles, milk in mousse des-
serts, listeria in cheddar curls, illness- 
producing microbes in cough syrup for 
little kids, salmonella in cucumbers, 
peanuts in vitamin B12 gummies. And 
that’s only in the past two weeks. 

In the previous two weeks we find 
salmonella in organic eggs, listeria in 
mushrooms, listeria in peeled shrimp, 
undeclared sesame in crackers and 
more.

f d i ’ h l hi h

But food isn’t the only thing on the 
recent recall lists. 

Going to www.recalls.gov is 
eye-opening because they document 
recalls for several categories, includ-
ing cosmetics, medicine, boats, vehi-
cles and consumer products such as 
electronics, appliances, clothing, 
sports gear and much more. There’s 
the gas heater that is a gas/fire hazard, 
the pool drain cover that can cause 
serious injury, the 2,000-watt power 
station that can cause shock and the 
party supply toys for little kids that can 
cause serious injury if a child swal-
lows the battery.

If you want to check recalls for your 
vehicles or the tires, you’ll need the 
VIN (look in the corner of the wind-
shield). At www.recalls.gov/nhtsa 
.html you can sign up for email noti-
fications. (Note: One manufacturer 
recently had to recall nearly a half mil-
lion vehicles because bearing failure 
can cause the engine to fail while it’s 
being driven.)

You can sign up for a variety of email 
alerts at www.recalls.gov, www.food 
safety.gov and www.fda.gov. 

Stay aware; stay safe.
© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

SPONSOR A COMMUNITY PAGE!
CONTACT LONNIE@THETOWNCOMMON.COM

Transform your bath
with a walk-in tub

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 7/31/25

844-956-4453
SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION
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Upcoming Events
All Events are Free Unless 

Otherwise Noted
AMESBURY

Aug. 7   5 - 8 p.m.
    Summer Sip & Stroll Downtown
    Visit 14+ Businesses for complimentary
    light refreshments and/or pop-up
    vendors!

BOXFORD
Aug  7  2 - 3 p.m.

    Summer Reading Part for Kids
    Featuring Comedy Magician Mike Ben
    and Ice Cream from Benson's
    Boxford Public Library 
   (Registration required)

GEORGETOWN
July 30   6:30 PM
    Summer Concerts at the Library
     Georgetown Peabody Library 
     2 Maple Street
     Ken Clark Organ Trio (funk, jazz,
    rock, and soul)
August 6    6:30 p.m.
    Summer Concerts at the Library
    Georgetown Peabody Library 
    2 Maple Street
    Peryle (indie-pop and folk)
August 3    5 - 7 p.m.
      Georgetown Summer Concert Series   
      Windham Swing Band
      Big band music from the gold age
      American Legion Park         
August 10    5 - 7 p.m.
      Georgetown Summer Concert Series   
      Flying Ivories - Dueling Pianos
      Big band music from the gold age
      American Legion Park      
August 17    5 - 7 p.m.
      Georgetown Summer Concert Series   
      12 Barz Bands
      R&B Vocal & Horn
      American Legion Park    

IPSWICH
  August 16    11 a.m.
      Ipswich Republican Town 
      Committee Meeting   
      Ipswich Public Library
      25 North Main St.

NEWBURYPORT
July 30   6 - 8 p.m.
   Triva Night at Michael's Harborside
July 31 - Aug 2 
   Yankee Homecoming Sidewalk Sales 
July 31 10 a.m - 2 pm. 

U.S. Coast Guard Open House 
   65 Water St.
July 31  6 - 7 p.m.
    Newburyport Lions Club Bed Race
    Federal Street
Aug 2  1:30 - 2 p.m.
   Don't Miss It: A Pop-Up 'Lindy Bomb'
   Market Square! 

Boxford

Essex
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Hamilton

Ipswich

Newburyport
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W h
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Newbury

Georgetown
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Newbury
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The Town Common

Where You 
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Seen

RESERVE AD SPACE BY 
THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M. 

FOR 
NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!
advertise@TheTownCommon.com

GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

Notice is given that the Georgetown Planning Board shall hold a Public Hearing in 
accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A, Section 11, and 
the provisions of Article XIII – Special Permits and Site Plan Review, as further provided 
in §165-83 of the Town of Georgetown Zoning Bylaws. The Public Hearing will be for Site 
Plan Approval of a proposed improvements to filter operation and reliability at the existing 
Water Treatment Plant (WTP) while addressing aging building systems at 75 West Street; 
51 West Street; 101 West Street; and 15 Bailey Lane.

This public hearing shall be held remotely on Wednesday, 20 AUGUST 2025 at 7:30 
P.M., in accordance with the Executive Order waiving certain provisions of M.G.L. c. 30A, 
sec. 20 during the COVID-19 pandemic, which was extended to JUNE 30, 2027 by action 
of the General Court and signed by Gov. Healey. Interested persons are invited to participate 
in the above-cited hearing, via computer, tablet, smartphone by connecting to the following:

Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86409974465 Meeting ID: 86409 974465  Passcode: 
071579

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 20 
AUGUST 2025 meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of Georgetown 
website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting will be broadcast 
live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV. Video recordings of this meeting, and all 
Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.georgetowma.gov by choosing 
Cable TV option. Full and complete copies of the above-cited application, together with the 
associated Plans, are available upon request by emailing the Town Planner at FOConnor@
GeorgetownMA.gov or by clicking here :https://cms5.revize.com/revize/georgetownma/
government/boards___commissions/planning_board/current_projects.php#outer-4253

Any person interested in being heard on this application needs to appear at the time 
and place designated, herein. Please note that written correspondence will be accepted 
and read into the record of the hearing if it were received before Noon on the day of the 
hearing. Persons needing special accommodations may send an eMail to FOConnor@
GeorgetownMA.gov

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                                 7/30, (8/6)

BOXFORD CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

You are hereby notified that a 
Public Hearing will be held via Zoom 
videoconference on Thursday August 
7, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time 
when posted for the Notice of Intent by 
Applicant: Boxford Athletic Association

for the property located at: Koster Field 
Stiles Pond Road, Map 17, Block 2, Lot 
27.1

To permit regrading, replacement 
of fencing, upgrading of the irrigation 
system, construction of a gravel warning 
track, and installation of bleachers at an 
existing baseball field, portions of the 
work being within 100-feet of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetland.

The Zoom connection information 
will be posted on the Town of Boxford 
website prior to the meeting. This is a 
joint hearing under the requirements of 
MGL Ch. 131, Sec. 40, as amended, and 
Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw 
and Regulations. For more information, 
contact Ross Povenmire at rpovenmire@
town.boxford.ma.us.

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Conservation Director
                                                7/30

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
In accordance with the Wetlands 

Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 
40, as amended, and the Town of 
Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a 
remote public hearing will be held on 
Tuesday, August 5, 2025 at 8:00 p.m.
to consider a Notice of Intent application 
filed by William and Eleanor Manning 
for proposed construction of a 400 sq 
ft addition with 350 sq ft of wetland 
restoration/naturalization possibly 
within 100' Buffer Zone to Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands and 25' No Cut/No 
Disturbance Area at 62 Haverhill Street 
(Map 15, Parcel 89) in Rowley, MA. The 
Go To remote meeting link and meeting 
materials will be posted as part of the 
Agenda on the Town's website.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman 
   Rowley Conservation Commission  

                                                   7/30

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION 

COMMISSION
In accordance with the Wetlands 

Protection Act, MGL c 131 § 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Rowley 
Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote 
public hearing will be held on Tuesday, 
August 5, 2025 at 7:45 PM to consider a 
Request for Determination of Applicability 
filed by Charles Schmidheiser for 
proposed change to topography of a 90’ 
x 60’ section of the backyard by infilling 
with clean fill and screened loam with 
planting of trees, groundcover and lawn 
possibly within the 100’ Buffer Zone 
to Bordering Vegetated Wetland at 10 
Taylor Lane (Map 12, Parcel 3, Lot 
5) in Rowley, MA. The Go To remote 
meeting link and meeting materials will be 
posted as part of the Agenda on the Town’s 
website.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman 
   Rowley Conservation Commission  

                                                   7/30

Same level of noise,” one neighbor 
said on Sunday. 

The attorney for the farm, who was 
hired about a week before the hearing, 
had asked the board to postpone until 
August to give him time to learn about 
the farm’s sand mining and replace-
ment operation.

On a Zoom call with at least a dozen 
neighbors opposed to the mining 
operations, the board, which toured 
the mining operations the previous 
week, voted three to two to continue 
the hearing until 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 31. 

But it was touch and go whether 
LaCortiglia, who wanted to give the 
attorney Peter Durning, “a fair shake,” 
could persuade his board to continue 
the hearings. 

Some board members seemed 
inclined to deny the permit or approve 
one with conditions that would stifle 
the mining activities and likely result 
in a court challenge. 

Todd Champlain, who represented 
Kathy Potter, the current farm owner, 
has said the farm is screening and 
selling the sand and plans to replace 
it with high quality soil to create an 
organic farm. 

Neighbors like Steve Ratcliff has 
said, “This is not an organic farm 

operation.” 
Champlain said the farm’s attor-

ney has advised that the town does 
not have the right to regulate its farm-
ing activities. His claim was based on 
an attorney’s opinion of the town’s 
“Right to Farm” bylaw plus state and 
federal laws protecting agriculture, he 
said. 

The Planning Board disagreed. 
When Durning questioned the Plan-

ning Board’s authority to enforce a 
stop order on the sand mining oper-
ations, LaCortiglia told him, “I am 
putting you on notice that you do not 
have a permit to import and export” 
soil. He said the farm is in violation of 
(state law) Chapter 47.

He also told Durning and the farm 
owners not to “call his hand. I don’t 
bluff. I am a terrible poker player.”

An attorney for neighbors at the 
Parker River Landing condominiums 
has filed a lawsuit to stop the farm’s 
mining and soil replacement opera-
tions. But it was unclear who would 
enforce a cease-and-desist order.  

Neighbors, Peter and Beth Gramo-
lini, have hired Ron Borenstein, an 
attorney, to represent them. She said 
the trucks are bringing in asphalt mill-
ings and other construction debris to 
replace the sand. 

“We are spending our own money 
to save our sanity,” she has said.  ♦

Continued from page 1
GEORGETOWN MINING

We make gardens new again!

Weeding, Pruning, 
and Edging 

Flower Beds and Borders

Garden Rescue

978-880-8264

Aug 2  9 am. - 2 p.m.
   Touch-A-Truck at Cider Hill Farm 
Aug 2  10 am. - 2 p.m.
   Family Day at Nock Middle School
Aug 2   9:15 - 11:30 p.m.
   Fireworks
Aug 3   12 - 3 p.m.
   Parade

ROWLEY
Aug 3     10 a.m. -  1  p.m.
    Rowley Farmer's Market
    Rowley Town Common
Aug 9     10 a.m. -  2  p.m.
    Community Green Fest
    Rowley Town Common
    Food Trucks, Book Swap, Crafts, Music,
    Storytelling, Local Atisans, Eco-Friendly
    Businesses, Environmental Organizations

SALISBURY
July 30    6:30 - 9 p.m.
   Salisbury Beach Christian Concert Series
   - Salisbury Beach Center -
   6:30  Elevation 412
            (Hope Comm. Church, Nbt)

7:15  Fireside Worship, 
            (Fireside Church, Salisbury)
   8:15  Dave Spaulding/Double Edge
            Blues Band
            (West Church, Haverhill)
August 1  7:15 - 10 p.m.
    Friday Night Beach Party 
    with Ralphie B.
    - Salisbury Beach Center -
Aug 2  7:30 p.m.
   Desolation Angels - Bad Company
   Tribute on the Oceanfront Stage
August 5   11 a.m.
   Mass. State Policde K9 Demonstration
   at the Oceanfront Stage
August 6   6:45 - 8 p.m.
   Salisbury Beach Christian Concert Series
   - Salisbury Beach Center -
   6:45  Groovy Grace
            (Danvers Church of Nazarene, 
            Danvers)

8:00  Centerpoint Worship Band
            (Centerpoint Comm. Church
            Salem, N.H.)
August 13   6:45 - 8 p.m.
   Salisbury Beach Christian Concert Series
   - Salisbury Beach Center -
   6:45  BCA Chapel Band
            (Bradford Christian Academy,
            Haverhill)

8:00  The Fourth
            (Connect Comm. Church,
            Portsmouth, N.H.)

Your Listing!
Don't See Your 
Favorite Event?

Add your organization's 
event to our calendar. 

Send details to:
editor@thetowncommon.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A 
misunderstanding tests the temper-
ament of the sometimes headstrong 
Aries. But instead of blowing your 
top, take time for a pleasant diversion 
while things cool down.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
workplace problem could make the 
divine Bovine see red, but talk it out 
before you consider walking out. 
Some surprising facts emerge that 
could change your earlier focus.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) You 
face a choice between ignoring your 
uneasy feelings about your rela-
tionship with a special person and 
demanding explanations. A close 
friend offers wise counsel.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
change you’d been hoping for carries 
an unexpected complication. Stay the 
course, and things will work them-
selves out. Also, be sure to make time 
for family and friends.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Aspects 
favor spending time with loved ones. 
On the job, new ideas are general-
ly welcomed, but some demands for 
changes could cause problems. Be 
ready to defend your choices.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Good news: A workplace problem 
is close to being resolved with results 
that should please everyone. Take 
time off to indulge in your love of fun 
and games.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Most of the time, you are the most 
unflappable person around. But be 
ready to be thrown off-balance in the 
nicest way when Cupid takes aim in 
your direction.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) It’s not often when someone 
tries to “sting” the sharp-witted Scor-
pion, but it can happen. Continue to be 
skeptical about anything that seems 
too good to be true.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Your strong sense of 
self-esteem helps you serve as a role 
model for someone who needs per-
sonal reassurances. Your efforts pay 
off in an unexpected way.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Someone close considers 
revealing a painful secret. Withhold 
judgment. Instead, open your gen-
erous heart and offer dollops of your 
love and understanding.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Your talents as a peacemaker 
are called upon once more as an old 
problem reemerges with new compli-
cations. Move cautiously to avoid fall-
ing into hidden traps.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Your artistic side is enhanced with the 
reception given to your new project. 
Use this success as encouragement 
toward fulfilling your larger goals.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your natural 
sense of leadership is combined with 
a deep sense of responsibility. People 
trust you to give them both guidance 
and understanding.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Don't miss what's going on
 in your community!  

Sign up for 
The Town Common's 

weekly e-mail! 
Visit thetowncommon.com 

and sign up today!

Attention: 
Please Contribute to the 
Georgetown Troop #50 

Boys Scouts with Your Returnable 
Bottles and Cans

by Kay Lee Ogden
Georgetown, Mass.

I'm asking all you folks if you would be kind enough to donate all your 
recyclable, returnable bottles and cans for the Boy Scouts of Troop 50 
in Georgetown.

The boys use this money to do their projects and go on trips during the 
winter and summer. They also donate scholarships! They could not do 
this without your support!

My name is Kay Lee Ogden, and I am willing to drive around and pick 
up your recyclables, and cash them in and give the money to the Scouts! 
My son is an assistant scout master, and works with the boys along with 
my grandson.

Please leave me your name and number, and I will be glad to call you 
and make arrangements. I can be reached at the following:

KAY LEE OGDEN: TEXT 978.771.6884 OR CALL: 978.352.8318 
or you may send me a message at: KayLeeOgden4@gmail.com.

We appreciate your help with supporting these great kiddos who will 
make these good boys become better men. Thank you. 

Georgetown Republican Town Committee: Join Us!
Angry over higher real estate tax bills? You should be! Massachusetts is 

bringing in billions more in revenue every year but Beacon Hill is spending it 
on everything except local aid.  We deserve better! Please contact the George-
town Republican Town Committee to learn how you can make a difference, 
and maybe even run for office yourself.  gtwnrtc@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Sell a Boat. 

Announce a Yard Sale! 
Find your new customer! 

$10/week        4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 

ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & 
REPAIRED!

Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System

Whether You're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-960-5564

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage 
Barn in Kensington, NH; 12’x12’ box 
stall, full turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140 or 
email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net 
for information.

WANTED TO BUY

LAND/HOUSING FOR SALE
HOUSE LOT FOR SALE

Monroe, ME - Two acres of land for sale 
in the quaint, central Maine town of 
Monroe. Roughly 25 miles southwest of 
Bangor, 90 miles northeast of Portland 
and 14 miles northwest of Belfast. 
Package deal (site work) available. 
$50,000  NORTH SHORE HOMES 
978-314-7959.

FARM FOR SALE
Monroe, ME -. $125,000
Farmhouse with six acres of land and 
a large commercial garage located in a 
gorgeous country setting in mid-coast 
Maine. River and road frontage. 4 
bdrms, 1 bath. Built in 1900, 1020 sf., 
needs work. Being sold AS-IS. NORTH 
SHORE HOMES 978-314-7959.

HOUSE FOR SALE - AS IS $125,000
Searsport, ME - Former captain's house 
located in town close to schools and 
shopping. 7 BDRM, 1 BA, 2995 sq. ft, 
.55 acre lot.  Needs work. Being sold 
as-is.  NORTH SHORE HOMES 978-
314-7959.

HOUSE LOT FOR SALE
Searsport, ME - Downtown lot near 
schools. $50,000 NORTH SHORE 
HOMES 978-314-7959.

HOUSE LOT FOR SALE
Searsport, ME - One acre lot complete 
with foundation, power, septic and 
well. Possible owner financing. Great 
opportunity to own property in an 
up-and-coming, mid-coastal town! 
$74,000  NORTH SHORE HOMES 
978-314-7959.

3 ACRE LOTS FOR SALE
Searsport, ME - Multiple three acre lots 
available in the beautiful, mid-coastal 
town of Searsport. Owner financing 
possible, package deal (site work) also 
available. Prices starting at $49,900 
NORTH SHORE HOMES 978-314-
7959.

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS!

$10/WEEK, 4 WEEKS FOR $30!
advertise@thetowncommon.com

978-255-3015

VEHICLE FOR SALE
TRUCK

2021 GMC Sierra SLT - one owner - 
loaded - clean - always garaged - all 
scheduled maintenance performed - 
75k highway miles - 100k power train 
warranty -15 K miles on new tires.  New 
SLTs similarly equipped go for $75K.  
Asking $38.9K.  Text Chuck @ (978) 
766-6193 in Boxford.

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting

HELP WANTED: 2 POSITIONS

You’ve Worked for the Rest, Now Work with the Best

DavidHeatingandCooling@gmail.com

HVAC SERVICE TECH
3 YEARS EXPERIENCE

OIL BURNER TECH
WITH MASS. OIL LICENSE

3 YEARS EXPERIENCE
$40-50 / hr.   TOP WAGES   TOP BENEFITS 

978-346-4216     Merrimac, Mass.

HEATING & COOLING

Work 4 hoursor work 20Your call!

Help Large and SmallBusinessesGet Loyal Customers

Earn Extra 

Money to Enjoy 

Retirement

Keep Busy

Meet People

Help Our Paper 

Grow

Be 

Responsive

to Our 

Advertising

Partners

Complete Outdoor Shower Room
$2,250

This is a custom made outdoor
shower that will transform your
beach house, lake house or
backyard into a natural shower
experience. Showers are made
from 100% sustainable cedar/
doug fir and are 4’ x 4’ x 7’ or 3’
x 5’ x 7’. Shower is completely
assembled with piping and ready
to use. The source of both hot
and cold water comes from your
home and is easily connected
to the shower controls or we
can supply a propane fired HW
heater (additional costs).

Delivery within 25miles of 03865
is $125 or free customer pickup.

978-473-7363outdoorshowercreations.com

SOLD

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400
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AULSONROOFING.COM
978-975-4500

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout .

office: 978-927-1959 mobile: 978-430-2881
website: herricklutts.com

Paul Herrick

Parish Road, Georgetown Ask about special financing offer

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

Continued from page 1
YWCA CHANGES

Slater, whose doctoral research 
was in critical race theory, teaches at 
the University of New Hampshire in 
Durham in the Department of Educa-

tion where she has focused on assisting 
underrepresented minority students. 

She is the co-creator of the Anti-Rac-
ist Roadmap and a frequent facilitator 
and consultant on equity, inclusivity 
and anti-racist practices for organiza-
tions around the country. As a mem-
ber of the Amesbury School Commit-
tee, she is a founding member of the 
Amesbury Racial and Social Justice 
group. She also served on Amesbury’s 
inaugural Juneteenth Committee. 

Her path to the Y executive director 
has prepared her to run its many pro-
grams much like Feehan’s previous 
work history did for him.

He was director of My Brother’s 
Table in Lynn before moving to the 
Lynn Economic and Industrial Devel-
opment Corp. Both positions taught 
him about community and how to serve 
the needs as well as how to fund them. 

Slater was previously the executive 
director of the Teacher Collaborative, 
where she provided professional devel-
opment and community-building ser-
vices to educators across Massachu-
setts. 

Previously, she was a national direc-
tor at BUILD.org, a nonprofit that pro-
vides entrepreneurship education to 
support the economic mobility and col-
lege and career readiness of underrep-
resented high school students.

She has also served as the assistant 
dean of student affairs at Brandeis Uni-
versity and the associate director and 
program manager at the Institute for 
Recruitment of Teachers.

Under Feehan’s leadership at the Y, 
the pre-school program was opened in 
2013.

He also re-introduced the YWCA 
Encore Plus, a free program that pro-
vides gentle exercise and peer support 
for those who have experienced cancer 
in their lives. 

The YWCA, which began provid-
ing affordable housing in Newburyport 
in 1885, expanded its residences in 
1998 to serve the homeless. Working 
with LD Russo, a for-profit developer 
and construction company, the YWCA 
has developed several affordable hous-
ing developments, including the Resi-
dences at Salisbury Square and YWCA 
Residences at Ingalls Court 1.

Today, the Y’s affordable housing 
has grown to serve five communities 
and provides housing for 124 house-
holds. Another 48 units are currently 
under development in Methuen. 

“Over the past 15 years, the YWCA 
has grown considerably,” Feehan said. 
“I have been extremely fortunate to 
have a supportive board who believes 
in our work and supported our expan-
sion and a fabulous staff who have cre-
ated amazing programs for the commu-
nity. 

“I look forward to working with the 
YWCA in my new role to continue to 
see the association grow. We navigated 
through many challenges, including a 
global pandemic, and continue to ful-
fill our mission of empowering women 
and eliminating racism.”

Feehan told The Town Common he is 
extremely proud to leave Slater with 
a veteran staff, that is passionate about 
the Y’s mission and strongly believes 
that “Everyone should be treated with 
dignity.”  ♦

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

James Bresnahan
James.Bresnahan@gmail.com

25 Year Journeyman

Construction
Repairs

Restoration


