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YWCA Greater Newburyport, in 
collaboration with Element Care Program 
of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE), 
a non-profit healthcare organization helping 
older adults live safely and comfortably 
in their homes, celebrated the opening of 
48 units of senior affordable housing and 
Element Care’s new PACE site in Methuen, 
Massachusetts. The new PACE Center will 
provide essential, comprehensive healthcare 
services, integrated housing, and engaging 
activities to allow older adults to stay 

BOXFORD – The Town of Boxford's 
Automated Trash and Recycling Program is 
now open. Residents who wish to continue 
participating in the program for the 
upcoming fiscal year, which runs from July 1, 
2025 through June 30, 2026, must submit 
their annual $175 payment by Thursday, 
June 12, 2025.

The program, which began in FY25 
following a Town Meeting vote to transition 
from sticker-based collection to a more 
efficient annual user fee system, continues 
to be administered in partnership with 
G. Mello Disposal Corp. The automated 
service has improved 
collection efficiency and 
convenience for residents 
while maintaining a 
critical funding stream 
for the Town’s waste 
management operations.

“This system has 
helped streamline trash 
and recycling collection 
while reducing the 
administrative burden for 

FRANCE – Seven students visited the 
Somme American Cemetery in Bony, France, 
on April 27, laying a wreath to acknowledge 
the World War 1 service of Private Alojzy 
Kubicki of Manchester. He served in the 
First Division of the 16th Infantry, 1st 
Division, which played an integral role in 
the war. Private Kubicki died in service to his 
country on May 6, 1918.

The students were part of Winnacunnet’s 

MERRIMAC – Residents and visitors are 
invited to join members of the 
Town Improvement Society as 
it cleans a quarter-mile, in-and-
out trail located behind the Old 
Sawyer House on Saturday, May 
31, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

A local example of early 
Colonial architecture, the Old 
Sawyer House is located at 20 
East Main St. (adjacent to the Merrimac Fire 
Station). Refreshments and an opportunity 
to view the Old Sawyer House will be 
available to volunteers and other visitors.

engaged and to receive coordinated care at 
home and in their community.

“The YWCA residences at Ingalls Court 
were designed to allow seniors to age in 
place, the units include roll in showers with 
strategically placed grab bars to reduce the 
risk of falling, kitchens which can easily be 
converted for wheelchair accessibility and 
community areas where people can meet 
and socialize,” said John Feehan, Executive 
Director at YWCA Greater Newburyport. 
“The building was designed to meet Passive 

Housing Standards which not only means it 
will be extremely energy efficient, but also 
means seniors will not have to deal with cold 
winter drafts. We were also able to obtain 
private funding which allows us to generate 
1/3 of our energy requirements on site. We 
believe combining affordable housing and 
PACE will provide a new model for senior 
care in the Commonwealth and beyond.”

The Element Care PACE Methuen 
Center located on the first floor of 14 

residents and the Town alike,” said Town 
Administrator Matt Coogan. “We’re grateful 
for the community’s continued participation 
and support in maintaining a clean and 
efficient waste collection service.”

The annual fee can be paid online through 
the Town’s secure payment portal. Residents 
who have ordered additional trash containers 
must pay an additional $175 per container 
as part of their renewal. All payments for the 
primary and additional containers must be 
completed through the same portal by the 
June 12 deadline.

For those wishing to add new trash or 

recycling containers for the first time, please 
contact the Boxford Health Department at 
978-887-2875, visit the Health Department 
window at Town Hall, or email Assistant 
Town Administrator Brendan Sweeney at 
BSweeney@BoxfordMA.gov.

Assistant Town Administrator/Finance 
Director Brendan Sweeney emphasized the 
long-term vision of the transition: “Our 
residents have adapted incredibly well to 
the automated system. It reflects Boxford’s 
commitment to modernization and 
sustainability while ensuring essential services 

annual French exchange program under the 
direction of World Languages teacher Kelley 
Richards.

Each year students from Saint-Quentin, 
France, and Winnacunnet participate in an 
immersive linguistic and cultural exchange, 
attending classes in one another’s schools 
and staying with host families. Students also 
visit important historical sites to deepen their 

The trail provides visitors with an 
opportunity to explore some 
of the woodland and vegetated 
areas that belong to the Town 
Improvement Society.

To assist with clearing leaves 
and small branches from the 
trail, volunteers are asked to 
bring their own gloves and 
rakes.

A charitable organization with a Section 
501 (c) (3) status, the Town Improvement 
Society is additionally seeking funds to repair 

YWCA Greater Newburyport Celebrates Opening of  Their 
New 48 Units of Senior Housing in Methuen 

BOXFORD TRASH & RECYCLING RENEWAL DUE

HAMPTON, NH Winnacunnet 
Cooperative High School Students Pay 
Respects to NH World War I Soldier

Town of Merrimac Seeking Volunteers to 
Assist with Old Sawyer House Trail Work

Winnacunnet Cooperative High School students Ozzie Allumbaugh and Elizabeth Furtado tend to the 
grave of Private Alojzy Kubicki of New Hampshire at Somme American Cemetery in Bony, France. They 

were accompanied by Cemetery Superintendent Stephen Munro. (Photo Courtesy SAU 21) 
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

28 Wed 12:30 10.2 1:10 8.4 7:01 -1.2 7:07 0.2 5:07 8:13

29 Thu 1:22 10.1 2:02 8.3 7:52 -1.0 8:00 0.3 5:07 8:14

30 Fri 2:14 9.8 2:54 8.1 8:44 -0.8 8:53 0.5 5:06 8:15

31 Sat 3:07 9.4 3:48 8.0 9:37 -0.4 9:49 0.8 5:06 8:16

1 Sun 4:02 9.0 4:44 7.8 10:31 -0.1 10:48 1.0 5:05 8:16

2 Mon 4:59 8.5 5:39 7.8 11:25 0.3 11:47 1.2 5:05 8:17

3 Tue 5:56 8.1 6:34 7.8 12:19 0.6 5:04 8:18

4 Wed 6:53 7.7 7:28 7.8 12:46 1.2 1:12 0.8 5:04 8:19
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* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

Groveland Yard Pirates
To the Editor:
On Mother's Day May 11, 2025, I left for a few hours with my friend to get lunch and 

when I returned, the patio set I had placed it under a tree in my yard, just beyond my fence, 
was gone. We both still mourn the loss of our mothers all these years later so we were trying 
to make the most of the day.

We owned this wood furniture for many years so it was old but the table was unique, 
octagon in shape and included four chairs which were also not perfect and the set was made 
very well. I had it pressure washed so it was also very clean.

I know it's unlikely, but if the person who stole my furniture reads this, I would hope that 
they would return it to me. I just cannot understand why someone would steal items from 
private property. And on Mothers Day! They could have at least waited til I was home and 
asked me first.

Disappointed in Groveland

Letters To The Editor

How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

GEORGETOWN – Like many towns 
this spring, the Georgetown SelectBoard 
last week chose one of its own to be its 
chair for the next two years. But while most 
town organization meetings are cordial, get-
acquainted sessions, Georgetown’s was highly 
contentious with the lone new member 
being told sarcastically, “nice way to start.”

When the nominations began, Michael 
Donahue, the newest member of the 
SelectBoard, nominated veteran selectman 
Doug Dawes to be the chair. Laura Repplier, 
in turn, nominated Robert Hoover, who has 
served two years on the board. 

The only discussion came from Donahue 
who had brought five questions apparently 
for Hoover to respond to. He submitted the 
same five questions to Dawes, but only after 
Repplier insisted.

The questions started with Donahue 
asking if Hoover would commit to resolve all 
complaints filed against a selectman within 
30 days. Hoover, looking perplexed at the 
question, said he would if the board agreed.

Donahue followed with a second question 
about whether Hoover would vote to hold 
any person found to be in violation of 
town rules and laws accountable, including 
possibly being terminated. 

Increasingly annoyed with the questions, 
Hoover asked “Mike, you are starting to lose 
me on these questions. What is the point of 
these questions?” 

“They are just yes or no answers,” 
Donahue said. 

“No, they are not,” Hoover said.
 Referring to it being Donahue’s first 

meeting as a selectman, Hoover added, “Nice 
way to start.” 

After asking Dawes the same questions, 
Donahue remembered having yet another 
question, which he asked both candidates. 
The question was whether Dawes or Hoover 

would commit to discipline any person or 
town employee who did not cooperate with 
a town investigation to the point of being 
terminated. Both candidates said they would 
follow the SelectBoard’s wishes. 

Hoover was then elected three to two 
with Rachel Bancroft joining Hoover and 
Repplier in electing Hoover chair. 

In recent years, Georgetown has had 
several residents, including Donahue, file 
complaints for a variety of reasons against 
SelectBoard members, against town 
employees or against volunteer board and 
commission members. 

In February of last year, Donahue 
petitioned the SelectBoard to remove 
Bancroft from her positions on the 
Conservation Commission and the 
Community Preservation Commission. He 
did not try to have her removed from the 
SelectBoard.

In his complaint of more than 1,300 
words, Michael Donahue accused Bancroft 
of lack of “professional competence” in 
making town decisions as the reason he 
wanted Bancroft removed. He did not detail 
any evidence of his accusation.   

A complaint, signed by 100 residents, 
petitioned the SelectBoard to remove Dawes 
at the height of the community battle over 
approval of G. Mello Trash Corp.’s plan to 
build a large trash transfer station.

The SelectBoard did not resolve either 
complaint. 

In an executive session, the SelectBoard 
hired a private detective firm, the Stirm 
Group in Newburyport, to investigate the 
Conservation Commission and its former 
agent. The results of that investigation 
have not been released, but at Hoover’s 
persistence, the SelectBoard agreed last week 
to hold a special executive session at 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 28, to discuss the detective 
firm’s findings and what, if anything, to do 
with them.  ♦

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN: ‘Nice Way to Start’

Newburyport Tree Vs. House
During last week's Nor'easter, a tree snapped in front of a house on 
Walnut Street in Newburyport. No one was hurt, although the male 
resident was asleep upstairs. The tree knocked off the chimney and 

damaged the house attic structurally. 

An Eagle Scout Court of Honor will take place in Georgetown on Saturday, May 31st at 
2 pm at the First Congregational Church. Three Eagle Scouts from Troop 51 will be honored 
for their achievements: Jaiden Shah, Ian Studer, and Sean Hornberger.

Georgetown Eagle Scout Court of Honor

FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:

The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com
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Support for New 
Whittier Campus 

Grows

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417NEWBURYPORT – The Commerce 

Cottages, a group of small, colorful shanties 
in downtown, help artists, students, 
nonprofits and small businesses sell their 
products, wares and services – a way to start 
in business in Newburyport without the high 
cost of traditional retail spaces.

Organized by the Greater Newburyport 
Chamber of Commerce, the cottages stand 
in the well-located courtyard of the First 
Religious Society Unitarian Universalist 
Church on Pleasant Street. The project, 

REGIONAL — Whittier Regional 
Vocational Technical School has moved 
closer to getting the state to help build a new 
building on the campus of Northern Essex 
Community College (NECC).

Ipswich and Rowley have agreed to sign a 
letter committing to help fund a feasibility 
study for the school to the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (MSBA).   

The MSBA invited Whittier last 
December to participate in the design and 
funding program to replace its 50-year-old 
building on the NECC campus. And in 
an innovative step, Whittier is considering 
merging with NECC. 

Only Selectman Clifford Pierce of Rowley, 
among the SelectBoard members in the two 
towns, voted against signing the letter. 

The letter commits the Whittier 
communities to conduct and fund a 
feasibility study for the new school. Estimates 
are that the study will cost $2.5 million, 
which Whittier and NECC have said they 
will cover $1 million. That leaves the 11 
municipalities to share the balance. 

At issue is the decades-old Whittier 
regional agreement, which governs the 
schools funding and governance by the 11 
cities and towns. Melinda Barrett, the mayor 
of Haverhill, the largest city in the Whittier 
community, has said she will oppose any 
amendments to the existing regional 
agreement.

which opens next month, is a new version 
of the previous Arts & Culture Shanties, 
but with a new mission, new location, new 
manager and lower prices.

The original program, promoted by 
John Moynihan, the former director of the 
Firehouse Center for the Arts, stood on the 
waterfront. Most recently, they housed artists 
and entrepreneurs on the Clamshell Park on 
Merrimac Street, where the city may build a 
visitors’ center and restroom complex at the 
waterfront.  

When Moynihan left the theater, the 
shanty program floundered, needing new 
leadership and a new home. Chamber 
president Nate Allard, asked at a Firehouse 
board meeting if the chamber might be 
interested, raised his hand. 

“The city needs something new,” he said, 
stepping up with the city to keep the shanty 
program alive.

Now renamed the Commerce Cottages, 
the three shanties have been moved to a more 
permanent and central location at the church 
on Pleasant Street. One is being used by the 
church to support an Afghan refugee family, 

which will sell wares from its homeland. 
Another shanty is leased by the Jewel Town 

Pottery in Amesbury. Visitors can watch and 
purchase pottery being made live. A third is 
still available to rent.

“We’re deeply grateful to the Unitarian 
Church for partnering with us on this 
project—especially during their 300th 
anniversary year—as we work together to 
foster a space that brings positivity, inclusion, 
and opportunity to our city,” Allard said.

The cottages rent for $500 a month and 
are open daily from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. They are 
open to non-profit groups, students, small 
businesses and other local groups, but not 
to vendors selling items that would compete 
with nearby shops. 

“There will be no candles sold in the 
cottages,” Allard said. 

The chamber also donated one cottage 
to PITA Hall on Plum Island for storage of 
emergency equipment and supplies. 

Anyone interested in leasing a cottage or 
exploring what’s inside is invited to visit the 
Cottages on Pleasant Street. Applications are 
on the chamber’s website.

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT: Meet the Commerce Cottages

80 Main St., Essex, MA
978-768-7161
www.pikemarine.com

Pike Marine
Wolfeboro Boats

Classic 15
Coming soon to Pike Marine

powered by Mercury outboards 
All Princecraft Boats Must Go! 

Sold Single Family Homes
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831
www.ferrickmovers.com

USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company

      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
 73342017 SLD 153 W. Main St. Georgetown, MA AN6420 Detached 2  $350,000   $339,500 
73357220 SLD 83 Thurlow St Georgetown, MA BB5962 Detached 1  $400,000   $475,000 
73322036 SLD 4 Central Newbury, MA : Byfield AN6420 Detached 1  $410,000   $410,000 
73353793 SLD 168 North St Georgetown, MA AN4643 Detached 1  $425,000   $450,000 
73367546 SLD 8 Lake Attitash Way Amesbury, MA AN5363 Detached 2  $499,900   $560,000 
73357763 SLD 5 Merrill Ave Amesbury, MA AN1199 Detached 2  $585,000   $585,000 
73363595 SLD 5 Hart Road Newburyport, MA AN8750 Detached 1  $625,000   $687,500 
73350247 SLD 37 Spofford St. Newburyport, MA AN7768 Detached 2  $799,000   $799,000 
73360460 SLD 84 Ferry Road Salisbury, MA AN7944 Detached 3  $799,900   $840,000 
73344084 SLD 85 Folly Mill Rd Salisbury, MA AN6884 Detached 3  $829,900   $837,500 
73351225 SLD 10 Mount Vernon Street Boxford, MA AN6220 Detached 3  $869,900   $850,000 
73347271 SLD 4 Roberts Road Boxford, MA : East Boxford AN6191 Detached 3  $875,000   $925,000 

www.thetowncommon.com

The Greater Newburyport Chamber’s Commerce Cottages (Photo by Stewart Lytle )
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THE REPLACEMENT WINDOW 
AND DOOR EVENT

To get this offer, call to
schedule your FREE consultation.

PLUS
Your Entire Purchase1

$200 OFF

NO Money Down
NO Monthly Payments
NO Interest for 12 months1

PLUS

40%
OFF

BUY 1, GET 1

All Windows and Doors1

MINIMUM PURCHASE OF 4 REQUIRED – INTEREST ACCRUES FROM THE PURCHASE DATE

BUT IS WAIVED IF PAID IN FULL WITHIN 12 MONTHS

TOLL
FREE 866-572-8491

Offer Ends AUGUST 31

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase 
four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2025 and 8/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4 required, 
taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2025. Subject to credit approval.12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the 
Promo Period, plus accrued interest, will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing is provided by various fi nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. 
Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license. 
Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. +2024 Andersen brand survey of U.S. homeowners. ‡Review aggregator survey of 5-star reviews among leading national full-service window replacement companies. January 2024 Reputation.
com. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA14301

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

1-855-960-5564

GET OUR SPECIAL OFFER NOW: 

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for 
new customers and for the first year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price 
for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown 
is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while 
actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and 
includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you 
may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts 
to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. 

If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered 
trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited 
shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to 
Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

PF-SPAD0505111658

Continued from page 1
HAMPTON, NH

understanding of a different culture.
Saint-Quentin possesses a rich cultural 

history. It was severely damaged in both 
World Wars and occupied by the Nazi 
Regime, as it was important strategically due 
to its proximity to Belgium, Luxembourg, 
and Switzerland.

While in France, students visited major 
sites including the Arc de Triomphe and 
the French Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
where they observed French cadets of their 
age participating in the reigniting of the 
flame of remembrance.

Elizabeth Furtado, one of the students 
visiting the cemetery, says she felt proud to 
have, in a small way, honored those who 
gave their lives fighting for freedom for New 
Hampshire and their country.

"America has a long history and strong 
loyalty with France," said Richards, who has 
led the France trip since 2017.  "This trip 
was an important reminder of the strong 
bond between our two nations and the 

real desire for continued 
cooperation."

Continued from page 1
YWCA

visit us at www.ywcanewburyport.org. 
ABOUT ELEMENT CARE PACE

The Element Care PACE Program for 
All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 
is a non-profit healthcare organization with 
a simple mission: to help older adults 55+ 
live safely and comfortably in their homes 
and communities for as long as they can, 
keeping their stays in hospitals and nursing 
facilities as minimal as possible. Founded in 
1995, Element Care PACE was established 
as a joint venture of the Lynn Community 

Health Center and 
Greater Lynn Senior 
Services to bring PACE to 
seniors in the community. 
Element Care PACE 
has seven PACE centers 
in Massachusetts 
covering the North 
Shore, Merrimack 
Valley and Greater 
Boston communities. In 
addition, Element Care 
has a site in Washington 
DC. Learn more at www.
elementcare.org 

Ingalls Court in Methuen helps reduce 
barriers to care, and offers a proactive 
and person-centered approach to senior 
healthcare, particularly for low-income 
seniors. PACE unified care teams cover the 
facilitation of several aspects of healthcare 
including well and sick visits, primary care, 
physical and occupational activities, meals, 
activities, dental, vision, behavioral health, 
social work, transportation and more. 
Studies show PACE participants have lower 
rates of hospital stays and readmissions 
and improved quality of life.  The YWCA 
Residences at Ingalls Court, located in the 
same building, will provide 48 affordable 
senior housing apartments for low-income 
seniors.

“The PACE program streamlines 
healthcare by providing personalized care 
– including primary care and specialist 
services such as rehabilitation, social work 
and behavioral health - all under one roof.  
Integrating housing with comprehensive 
healthcare helps support the healthcare 
needs of aging adults while simultaneously 
addressing the growing senior housing crisis 
in Massachusetts,” said Douglas Thompson, 
Chief Executive Officer at Element Care. 
“We are thrilled to open the revamped 
Element Care PACE center in Methuen 
with an integrated housing model to serve 
more Massachusetts seniors in need.” 

The new center opens as the population 
of aging seniors in Massachusetts continues 
to grow simultaneously with the need 
for quality comprehensive healthcare for 
thousands of at-risk seniors and the need 
for access to affordable housing. By 2035, 
nearly one in four residents in Massachusetts 
will be 65 or older – emphasizing the 
necessity for quality healthcare and senior 
housing solutions. 

“We are thrilled to provide this 
integrated housing and coordinated care 
model to residents of Methuen and the 
Greater Lawrence area,” said Feehan. “The 
expansion of the Element Care PACE 
center in Methuen will allow us to provide 
personalized care and improve overall 
quality of life to more members of our local 
aging population” said Thompson.

ABOUT YWCA GREATER 
NEWBURYPORT

Founded in 1883, the YWCA Greater 
Newburyport has been providing affordable 
housing since 1890. YWCA’s mission is 
to eliminate racism, empower women 
and promote peace, justice, freedom and 
dignity for all. The lack of affordable 
housing disproportionately impacts women 
and their families. Safe, decent affordable 
housing can be the foundation of women’s 
empowerment. Today, YWCA Greater 
Newburyport operates affordable housing in 
four communities serving 124 households.  
In addition, we offer preschool and school 
age childcare, free programs for cancer 
survivors, aquatics and wellness. To learn 
more about our mission and work, please 

POWER OF A 

GREATRATE 

Limited Time!

6-MONTH CD OR IRA CD SPECIAL
44.40%

APY*

Don’t miss this great rate while it lasts – promotion ending soon! 
Other CD terms are available. To open your new CD, visit any Salem Five 
branch location or visit salemfive.com/CDpromo

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 4/30/25 and subject to change. A minimum balance of $10,000 
is required to open and obtain the annual percentage yield (APY) for our non-IRA CD Special, and for our IRA 
CD Special the minimum balance is $2,000. A penalty will be imposed for early withdrawals from Certificates of 
Deposit (CDs). Maximum deposit amount is $500,000. Fees may reduce earnings. Personal accounts only. One 
account per customer. Offer good for MA, NH and RI residents only. Salem Five Bank is a Member of the FDIC.

Deputy Secretary of HLC Jennifer Maddox

Julia McDonald YWCA Board President

Example Bedroom

John Feehan Executive Director of YWCA and 
Doug Thompson ECO Element Care

WE HAVE
RACKS

FOR
YOUR 

BUSINESS
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Upcoming Events

AMESBURY
The Mary Baker Eddy History House 

at 277 Main Street 
is open for tours. 
Guided tours are 
available Friday 
and Saturday, 12–3 
p.m., with tours starting at 12, 1, and 2 p.m. 
The house is also open by appointment, 
but closed holidays. Admission: Adults 
(18+): $10; youths (7–17, or with active 
student ID): $5; children (under 7) and 
Longyear members: free. To purchase tickets 
for the Mary Baker Eddy Historic House in 
Amesbury, please visit bit.ly/MBEAmesbury, 
or call 617-278-9000.

BOXFORD
Merrohawke Nature School Annual 

Fundraising Auction - Thurs., May 29, at 
Alnoba in Kensington, N.H. at 6 p.m. $150 
pp. Info at http://merrohawke.org

GEORGETOWN
The Georgetown Republican Town 

Committee invites Republicans to join us 
on  on Saturday, morning, June 7, at the 
Georgetown Peabody Library, 2 Maple 
Street, Georgetown. E-mail for time: 
GtwnRTC@gmail.com.

We have a room reserved, and there are 
plenty of seats available to anyone you may 
want to invite. There is much to discuss as we 
have results from recent town elections and 
some important elections coming up.

Lenny Mirra, Chair
Georgetown Republican 
Town Committee
“We are the Party of Opportunity”

GEORETOWN
An Eagle Scout Court of Honor will take 

place in Georgetown on Saturday, May 31st at 
2 pm at the First Congregational Church. 
Three Eagle Scouts from Troop 51 will be 
honored for their achievements: Jaiden Shah, 
Ian Studer, and Sean Hornberger.

HAVERHILL
Merrimack Valley Planning Commission 

meeting, Thurs. May 15 at 11:00 a.m. 
Agenda: website www.mvpc.org. 

IPSWICH
Dow Summer Arts Program - Tues-

Thurs 10 am - 12 p.m.  JULY!  www.
ipswichmuseum.com.

MERRIMAC
The Friends of the Merrimac Public Library 

invite you to join the production of: Sheryl 
Faye as Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Thurs, May 29 
@ 6:30 p.m. Join us for a one-hour theatrical 
presentation by popular and talented historical 
performer Sheryl Faye as she recounts the life of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. This is a FREE event to 
be held at the Merrimac Public Library.  Sign up 
at the library or register at: https://tinyurl.com/
merrimaclibrary.

MERRIMAC
The Town of Merrimac is preparing to 

celebrate its 150th anniversary in 2026. The 
Select Board is seeking enthusiastic and civic-
minded residents to join the Merrimac 150th 
Anniversary Celebration Committee.

This is a unique opportunity to help plan a 
year-long celebration that honors Merrimac’s 
rich history, traditions, and community spirit. 
The committee will help shape events and 
activities, including historical exhibits, parades, 
concerts, family fun days, and more.

Those who have experience in event planning, 
a passion for local history, or simply want to 
give back to their town, are welcome to express 
their interest.

To express interest in joining the committee, 
or to request more information, please email 
the Merrimac Select Board at selectmen@
townofmerrimac.com.

NEWBURYPORT
Colonial Newburyport: A Historic Homes 

Happy Hour Tour, May 31, 1:00 p.m. (1-hour 
tour). Join us for this unique experience to see 
a collection of these historic homes, inside 
and out, and immerse yourself in culture 
and history. Interior stops include a mid-
18th-century home with an impressive array 
of historic features 
in tact and a 1792 
home that provides 
a stunning glimpse 
of the refined 
living of its early 
mercantile class. 
https://histoury.
org/historical-tour-calendar-and-tickets/

PORTSMOUTH, NH
Do you have a pile of documents 

containing private information that you are 
not sure what to do with? Then this event is 
for you!  Please join The Nvest Group for 
their famous Shredfest event on May 31st!

Saturday, May 31st Time: 9:00 am - 
1:00 pm. 2 International Drive, Portsmouth, 
NH 03801 (Parking Lot). Services will be 
provided by SecurShred Mobile Shredding 
– all shredding to be performed on premises 
while you wait! Breakfast and lunch will be 
provided by Betty’s Kitchen Food Truck, 
compliments of Nvest. Feel free to spread 
the word to family and friends – we look 
forward to seeing new and familiar faces!  
The Nvest Group.

ROWLEY
The Rowley Public Library is beginning 

a strategic planning process to help shape 
their goals and services for the coming 
years, and they’re asking for input from the 
public to better understand which library 
services matter most, both now and in the 
future. The community survey is available 
at the library, online on the library’s web 
site at rowleylibrary.org, on the library’s 
Facebook and Instagram pages, or at www.
surveymonkey.com/r/6MW5Y5C. All 
surveys need to be completed by May 30. 
These will be great opportunities for people 
to share their ideas and help guide the future 
of the library. 

Your Listing!
Add your organization's event to 
our calendar. Send details to:
editor@thetowncommon.com

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

Start Creating.ng.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Continued from page 1
BOXFORD TRASH
remain accessible and reliable.”

For more information on the automated 
trash and recycling program and the FY26 
renewal process, please visit the Town’s 
website (https://www.boxfordma.gov/357/
Trash-Recycling-Information) or contact the 
Town Administrator’s Office.

Continued from page 1
MERRIMAC
and restore five of the windows located on 
the west side of the Old Sawyer House. 
The front door pediment also requires 

restoration. Information on the restoration 
project will be available on the day of the 
trail work.

The Old Sawyer House, a classic 
New England saltbox, was built by John 
Kendrick and sold to Aaron Sawyer in 
1758. It remained in the Sawyer family 
until 1908, when it was sold, along with 14 
acres of woodland, to the Merrimac Town 
Improvement Society.

The house retains much of its original 
paneling, original upstairs windows and one 
original fireplace on the second floor. The 
two downstairs fireplaces were renovated 
in the mid-19th century. Furnishings and 
artifacts located in the home reflect the 
house’s First Period Colonial status.  ♦

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Although you might prefer to move 
forward at a steady pace, it might be 
a good idea to stop and reassess your 
plans. You could find a good reason to 
make a change at this time.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Just 
when you thought you had everything 
planned to the smallest detail, you get 
some news that could unsettle things. 
But a timely explanation helps put it 
all back on track.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Home and work continue to compete 
for your attention, but you handle it 
well by giving each its proper due. 
Meanwhile, someone you trust offers 
valuable advice. Listen to it.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Unsettling news creates a difficult but 
not impossible situation. Continue to 
follow your planned routine, but keep 
your mind open to a possible change 
down the line.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Lick 
your wounded pride if you like, but 
it’s a better idea to find out why your 
suggestions were rejected. What you 
learn could help you deal with an 
upcoming situation.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Feeling a bit listless? No wonder! 
You might be pushing too hard to fin-
ish everything on your to-do list. Cut-
ting it down could help get your ener-
gy levels up.

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo-
ber 22) Taking time out of your busy 
schedule might be the best way to 
handle a sensitive private matter. It 
will help reassure everyone involved 
about your priorities.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Insist on full disclosure by all 
parties before agreeing to be part of a 
“great deal.” What you learn should 
help you decide whether or not to go 
with it.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Your decision to pro-
tect the secret that was entrusted to 
you might irk some people. But it also 
wins you the admiration of those who 
value trust and loyalty.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Creative activities take 
on a practical approach as you real-
ize you might be able to market your 
work. Ask for advice from someone 
experienced in this area.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) If you’re suddenly a bit 
unsure about a decision, ask trusted 
colleagues and/or friends or family 
members for suggestions that could 
help resolve your doubts.

PISCES (February 19 to March 
20) A workplace situation could 
get stormy. But stay on course until 
there’s a solution that meets with 
everyone’s approval, and things can 
finally calm down.

BORN THIS WEEK: You keep an 
open mind on most matters, making 
you the confidante of choice for peo-
ple who need your honest counsel.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

ELECTRICIANS
JAMES FORWARD ELECTRIC

978-204-6413
Licensed and Insured 

Servicing all of your electrical needs 
• Home repair  • New wiring   • Smoke 
alarms • Generators  •Service upgrades 
and panel changes

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 

ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & 
REPAIRED!

Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System

Whether You're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-960-5564

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage 
Barn in Kensington, NH; 12’x12’ box 
stall, full turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140 or 
email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net 
for information.

WANTED TO BUY

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!

$10/week | $30 for 4 weeks 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

YOUR MINI
AD HERE

$15/week 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

LEGAL NOTICE
BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 

on June 5, 2025 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Request for 
Determination of Applicability by applicant Laura Nichols for the property located 
at 53 Woodcrest Road, Boxford:  Map 20, Block 9, Lot 14, to permit construction 
access within the wetland buffer to facilitate the installation of a septic system 
upgrade located outside the wetland buffer. 

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                   5/28

LEGAL NOTICE
BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference 

on June 5, 2025 at 7:00 or such other time when posted to consider the Request for 
Determination of Applicability by applicant Jacob Marquis for the property located 
at: 3 Fieldstone Way, Assessor’s Map 19-2-15.1, to remove 18 trees within 100’ of 
Bordering Vegetated Wetland. 

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in 
advance of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 
131, Sect. 40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. 
To view application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                   5/28

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, June 3, 2025 at 7:45 PM to consider a Notice of Intent 
application filed by Carole McCauley Mass Audubon for proposed removal of an 
existing precast cement culvert 24" x 16' and approximately 23 sq. ft. of fill materials 
and installation of a seasonal 3' x 40' elevated walkway possibly within a tidal creek,  
Salt Marsh, land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, and Great Marsh ACEC at ROW 
Far Division Road (Map 34, Parcels 33 and 46) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman 
Rowley Conservation Commission                                                            5/28

LEGAL NOTICE
GROVELAND CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Groveland Conservation Commission will hold a public hearing at the
Groveland Town Hall, 183 Main St, Groveland, MA. on  June 11, 2025, at 

7:00 pm to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability regarding Tree 
Removals at 10 Merrimack River Road in Groveland. A copy of the application 
can be viewed by visiting the Groveland Economic Development, Planning, and 
Conservation Department at Groveland Town Hall, 183 Main St, Groveland MA. 

Mike Dempsey, Chair
Groveland Conservation Commission                                                        5/28

MORTGAGEE'S SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain Mortgage dated 

February 12, 2019 from Jason Kahan and Olga Bassa to Enterprise Bank and Trust 
Company recorded with the Essex County (Southern District) Registry of Deeds in 
Book 37327, Page 411, the undersigned Enterprise Bank and Trust Company being the 
present holder of said mortgage, for breach of the conditions of said Mortgage and for 
the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at:

12:00 P.M., Tuesday, June 24, 2025
upon the hereinafter-described premises, known as and numbered as 23 Sagamore Lane, 
Boxford, Essex County, Massachusetts, all and singularly the premises described in said 
mortgage, to wit:

The land with the buildings thereon in Boxford, Essex County, Massachusetts 
shown as Lot 6 on a plan entitled “Definitive Subdivision Plan of Weathered Walls in 
Boxford, Massachusetts” Developer Amberwood Development LLC, 7 Amberwood 
Lane, Boxford MA 01921 drawn by Eastern Land Survey Assoc., Inc. Christopher R. 
Mello P.L.S. 104 Lowell Street, Peabody, MA 01960, said Plan being dated March 3, 
2010, revised on June 14, 2010 and further revised on October 18, 2010 and recorded 
with the Southern Essex Registry of Deeds in Plan Book 428, Plan 96, and containing 
101,259 s.f. +/- (2.3245 acres) according to said Plan.

Subject to the Declarations of Common Scheme Restrictions dated March 24, 2014, 
recorded with said Deeds in Book 33181, Page 313; and Declaration and Bylaws of the 
Weathered Walls Homeowner’s Association dated March 24, 2013, recorded with said 
Deeds in Book 33818, Page 318.

Together with the right to pass and repass over Sagamore Lane as shown on the 
above- referenced Plan for all purposes for which ways are used in the Town of Boxford, 
but reserving to the Grantor the fee in Sagamore Lane in its entirety. 

Subject to an Order of Conditions dated July 7, 2014, DEP file # 114-1187, and 
recorded with said Deeds in Book 34652, Page 276; and subject to an Order of 
Conditions dated March 21, 2011, DEP file #114-1111, and recorded with said Deeds 
in Book 30418, Page 169. 

Subject to all easements and restrictions of record as the same are now in force and 
applicable. 

For record title, see deed recorded immediately prior hereto.  
The above-described premises shall be subject to all easements, restrictions, municipal 

or other public taxes, assessments, liens or claims in the nature of liens, outstanding 
tax titles, building, zoning and other land use laws and all permits and approvals issued 
pursuant thereto, including, without limitation, orders of conditions, and existing 
encumbrances of record created prior to said Mortgage, if there be any.  Said premises 
are to be sold subject to the right of redemption of the United States of America, if any 
there be.

TERMS OF SALE:  The highest bidder shall be required to make a deposit of 
$15,000.00 to the holder of said Mortgage, in cash or by certified or bank cashier's 
check at the time and place of said sale of said premises. The balance of the purchase 
price is to be paid to said holder in cash, by certified check or bank cashier's check, and 
thereupon the deed shall be delivered, in thirty (30) days from the date of sale at the 
firm of Cunningham, Machanic, Cetlin, Johnson, Harney & Tenney, LLP, Attorneys for 
said holder, 220 North Main Street, Suite 301, Natick, Massachusetts.  The successful 
bidder shall be required to sign a Memorandum of Terms of Sale.  The description 
of the premises contained in said Mortgage shall control in the event of an error in 
publication. Other terms, if any, to be announced at the time and place of sale.

                                                Enterprise Bank and Trust Company,
                     By its Attorneys,
     CUNNINGHAM, MACHANIC, CETLIN, 
     JOHNSON, HARNEY & TENNEY, LLP
     220 North Main Street, Suite 301
     Natick, MA  01760
     (508)  651-7524                         5/21, (5/29) (6/4)

FOR SALE
EXTERIOR WINDOW 

SHUTTERS
These exterior composite louvered 
window shutters are used but in 
good condition. All are Forest 
Green and Includes hardware. 
Various sizes as follows: 
Qty. 4: 43" H, Qty. 18: 51" H, 
Qty. 9: 59" H. All are 14" wide. 
Cost when purchased new was 
$25.00 each. Will take reasonable 
offer for all or individually. Pick up 
in Groveland. 508 982 0635
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THIS IS A TEST TO SEE IF YOU ARE THE RIGHT PERSON
I'm busy raising a family and have limited time to work.
I'm retired. I could use a little extra income, but keep in mind, I'm retired.
I just got out of school, and need to get some income going, and experience.
I have all the time in the world.
I only have an hour a day, 3 days/week.
Selling advertising? Yes. Love to!

Account Managers set their own hours, work when they want, where they want, and 
earn a generous commission. They help bring loyal customers to good businesses. They 
care about quality, details, being responsive, communicating.   If you check any of the 

boxes above and are interested, contact us. (Hint, See Page 2 listing.)

Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99

*(excluding some offerings)

Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99

10% off 6 bottles
15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE  2 for $24
Josh RED 2 for $26*

Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

WINE SPECIALS

146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH
978-356-4322

IPSWICH BEVERAGE
Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99

North Shore's Best!  Five Star Rating!  Fully Insured.  Single Item to Full House Cleanout .

BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 
262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, 
NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-449-8533

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

Promo: 285
SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-461-1203 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

Your Ad
$49

advertise@TheTownCommon.com

Where local businesses, get loyal customers.

office: 978-927-1959 mobile: 978-430-2881
website: herricklutts.com

Paul Herrick

Discover new homes on Parish Road, Georgetown

Plant Matters
It is that time 

of year when the 
wretched collection of 
invasive ornamental 
plants become most 
noticeable. These 

plants are most often planted by municipalities, 
garden clubs, and landscapers that suffer from 
the Dunning-Kruger effect. We are going to 
briefly discuss only five of the most egregious 
and suggest outstanding alternatives.

Pyrus calleryana (Bradford Pear). The 
Bradford Pear is described as “a course irregular 
tree, early spring flowers, red fall color, disagreeable 
odor, the biggest threat to open fields and lawns, 
and as common as mud in the U.S. landscape.” 
(Michael Dirr). An outstanding alternative is 
Amelanchier x grandiflora Autumn Brilliance 
(Shadblow) which provides four season interest 
and is a high value plant for pollinators, birds, 
and even you because of its edible fruit.

Berberis thunbergii (Japanese Barberry). Not 
only is this shrub invasive, but it has been 
accused of providing aid and comfort to ticks. 
A better alternative, Physocarpus opulifolius 
Summer Wine (Nine Bark) is described as 
“adaptable to all conditions, a four season showy 
ornamental of high value, that could probably 
survive a nuclear attack” (Michael Dirr).

Lonicera japonica (Japanese Honeysuckle). 
This miscreant has been described  as a 
“pernicious pest throughout the Eastern US 
which dominates the understory and out competes 
native wildflowers” (Michael Dirr). A fantastic 
alternative is Fothergilla, a superb shrub with 
fragrant, long lasting, early spring flowers and 
autumn foliage that sports red, yellow and 

orange on each leaf.
Euonymous alatus (Burning bush). This 

pernicious and fascist shrub has even invaded 
deep into wooded areas. Too bad we didn’t 
burn it when we had a chance. A superior 
alternative is Aronia arbutifolia Brilliantissima 
(Red Chokeberry) which looks like Dorothy’s 
red slippers in autumn and provides a late 
season food source for song birds.

Acer platinoides (Norway Maple). This 
plant is so wretched that it should be felled 
immediately, if not sooner, and used for 
firewood. It does not play well with others at 
all and is a nuisance in late autumn. It simply 
breeds contempt. A more appropriate Maple 
is Acer rubrum (Red Maple) which is a wide 
spread native tree with stellar Fall foliage. 

And just because I feel like irritating the 

editor and exceeding my 400 word limit, 
I want to urge you to plant Liriodendron 
tulipifera if you have an endless and stupid 
lawn! This spectacular native tree has flowers 
that will leave you breathless, but it needs 
ample room to grow.  ♦

Ida Wye is the principal of Ida Wye Designs, 
offering landscape design,  consultation, 
implementation, and restoration. Ida was green 
long before it was fashionable. She is committed 
to creating gardens that heal our planet, one 
landscape at a time. Ida graduated from U. Mass. 
Amherst with a B. S. in Plant and Soil Sciences 
before working for the U.S. D. A. and teaching 
Horticulture. After studying Landscape Design 
at Radcliffe, she began working independently. 
She later studied Urban Forestry and Wetland 
Science. www.idawyelandscapes.com
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