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MERRIMAC – Purple Sage Pottery will 
hold its annual Spring Open House and Sale 
on Saturday, May 3rd from 10am–5pm at 3 
Mechanic Street, Merrimac, MA. Thirteen 
local potters will be selling their unique 
wares. The Studio is showcasing three new 
artists, Dana Anzalone, Jonathan Boles and 
Jenny Nelson at the spring sale.

Dana Anzalone, a multifaceted artist, is 
a painter and illustrator, budding novelist 
as well as a potter. She was first seduced by 
clay in 2016, simply by looking inside the 
ceramics department while taking a painting 

GEORGETOWN – My name is Mike 
Anderson, and I am running for the position 
of Light Commissioner.

I am a lifelong resident of Georgetown 
and have worked full time at the school 
department for many years. I have served 
the community in many capacities. Starting 
as a teenager, I was involved in the fire 
department as a call firefighter and worked 
my way up to fire Chief.

My community involvement includes 
serving on the Senior Center Building 
Committee and acting as the School 
Department representative for the Penn 
Brook school Building Committee. I have 
been a member of the Town Scholarship 
Committee for many years and was elected 
to the Board of Assessors, where I served 
for Eight years. I also participate in various 
community groups and hiring committees 
within the town.

Professionally, I owned and successfully 
managed my own restaurant for 12 years 
before selling it. I am Currently engaged 
to Lisa Peach of Rowley, together we have 
six wonderful children who four who 
attended Georgetown Schools and two that 
attend Triton District. My hope is that my 
community involvement teaches them the 
importance of helping others and making 
our community a better place.

I have decided to run for Light 
Commissioner because I feel my current 
position as Director of Operations for 
the School Department provides me with 
significant knowledge across many trades. 
My experience sitting on various boards/
committees has provided me with the tools 
related to local Government. Furthermore, 
I believe my deep understanding of 
Georgetown and its residents will help me 
succeed in this role.

Thank you for your consideration, and I 
ask for your vote on May 12th.  ♦

NEWBURYPORT – City Marshal 
Matthew Simons reports that the 
Newburyport Police Department is 
investigating after a pedestrian was struck 
by a vehicle Friday afternoon on Low Street.

Officers were called to the area of 232 Low 
St. around 3:12 p.m. Friday, April 18, after 
reports of a pedestrian being struck.

Upon arrival, officers found an elderly 
woman, approximately 75 years old, laying 
on the ground. She had sustained facial 
lacerations and a significant shoulder injury.

According to a preliminary investigation, 
the woman was struck while in a crosswalk 
by a black Toyota Highlander. The operator 
of that vehicle remained at the scene and is 
cooperating with police.

The injured woman was transported to a 
hospital in Portsmouth, N.H.

The investigation remains ongoing, and 
Newburyport Police are seeking witnesses 
to this incident. Anyone with information is 
encouraged to call police at 978-462-4411, 
ext. 1.    ♦

NEWBURY – Final construction of the 
Orchard Street over Cart Creek Culvert 
replacement has been delayed.  The roadway 
is now expected to reopen on April 28th.   ♦

NEWBURYPORT – Despite living in what he called “darken 
times,” John Feehan, executive director of the YWCA, told a large 
crowd last week that abandoning the mission of eliminating racism, 
empowering women and promoting peace, justice, freedom and 
dignity for all “is not an option.”

At the YWCA’s 15th annual Engaging Communities luncheon, the 
focus was on improving housing opportunities for low-income elderly.   

class at the Irvine Fine Arts Center. She 
is largely self-taught but is grateful to the 
many talented potters who have mentored 
her over the years. Her clay creations include 
functional wheel thrown pieces, intricately 
carved vases, plaques and miniatures. These 
will be available for sale at the open house.

Jonathan Boles first came to Purple Sage 
Pottery about 20 years ago in his late teens, 
proposing a trade of helping in the studio 
in exchange for pottery lessons. Iris Minc, 
the owner of the studio, was skeptical at 
first, but Jonathan persisted and eventually 

proved to be a worthy helper and good 
pottery student. He graduated from Mass 
Art in 2014 in art education with a minor 
in sculpture. Despite his commitment 
to teaching, Jonathan has continued his 
interest in 3-D design, from blacksmithing, 
corrugated cardboard sculpture, and clay 
sculpture as well as illustration. He has been 
working on a series of insect inspired jewelry 
as well as a large tiger’s head in clay for the 
spring sale.

Jenny Nelson spent part of her childhood 

Triton's Carly Warren and Newburyport's Emily Chandler 
battled for control at Newburyport on April 15th

PHOTO: PETER McCLELLAND
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Lizbeth Heyer and John Feehan at Engaging 
Communities Luncheon (Photo by Stewart Lytle)
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Interim Town Manager Needed

Whittier to Hold Reunion for 
First Three Classes

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

23 Wed 8:09 8.1 8:45 7.8 1:57 1.3 2:33 0.5 5:46 7:36

24 Thu 9:07 8.3 9:36 8.4 2:56 0.7 3:25 0.2 5:45 7:37

25 Fri 10:01 8.6 10:25 9.1 3:51 0.1 4:14 0.0 5:43 7:38

26 Sat 10:54 8.8 11:13 9.6 4:44 -0.5 5:02 -0.2 5:42 7:39

27 Sun 11:45 8.9 5:35 -1.0 5:49 -0.3 5:40 7:40

28 Mon 12:02 10.0 12:36 8.9 6:26 -1.3 6:38 -0.3 5:39 7:42

29 Tue 12:50 10.2 1:27 8.8 7:17 -1.4 7:27 -0.2 5:37 7:43

30 Wed 1:40 10.2 2:18 8.5 8:09 -1.3 8:18 0.0 5:36 7:44

1 Thu 2:32 10.0 3:12 8.2 9:02 -1.0 9:12 0.3 5:35 7:45

J '  P  • I  S  J '  P  • I  S  
35 Y  E  / R   35 Y  E  / R   
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978-314-0140978-314-0140

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

Groveland's New Courts (Photo: Mike Dempsey)

(Photos: Mike Dempsey)

How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

IPSWICH – At a time when it is facing several challenges, including building state-
mandated affordable housing, Ipswich needs a new town manager. 

Stephen Craine, who is finishing his third year of a three-year contract, announced last 
week that he is leaving at the end of May to pursue an opportunity in the private sector. He 
said he decided earlier this year that he was ready for a change after 15 years in public service.

Crane said he will leave Ipswich in good condition. “The combination of the select board 
and a talented, dedicated team of town employees has Ipswich well prepared to meet resident 
needs now and into the future,” he said in a statement.

The SelectBoard plans to appoint an interim manager to give it time to recruit a new 
manager that fits the needs of the town.  

SelectBoard chair Linda Alexson said that it will begin looking for an interim town 
manager, who has experience running a town like Ipswich. She expects to find that person 
outside of Ipswich. 

In addition to managing the day-to-day operations, the interim manager will assist the 
board in the search for Crane’s permanent replacement.

Crane, who served as the interim manager in Wayland and managed Concord and 
Longmeadow, came to Ispwich in August of 2022.  His contract would have expired later 
this year. 

The board had until May 1 to begin negotiations with Crane, or he would have been 
automatically extended for one fourth year.

In his statement, Crane said that he is “so thankful to the select board for their support and 
collaboration” over the past two and a half years. ♦

HAVERHILL – The first three graduating classes ever at Whittier Regional Vocational 
High School will be celebrating their reunions together at 6 p.m. on Sept. 27 at Roma 
Restaurant.

The classes of 1974, 1975 and 1976 are invited to join their classmates and enjoy the 
sounds of a disc jockey.

Whittier serves 19 cities and towns, including Amesbury, Georgetown, Groveland, 
Haverhill, Ipswich, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley, Salisbury and West 
Newbury. 

For more information or to join in planning this combined reunion, call Rick LaCroix at 
978-807-0080.   ♦

In loving memory of 
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)

Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

by Mike Dempsey
Groveland’s own Pickle Ball and Tennis 

Court facility opened to the public earlier 
this month. 

The facility, located in the Pines Recreation 
Area, was built and completed in 2024 with 

by Mike Dempsey
Voters at the town meeting this year on 

April 28 will be presented with a decision 
on four Community Preservation projects 
for approval. 

The first is a project to approve 
environmental testing at a historic former 
mill building at 46 Washington St. for 
$7,000. 

The next project proposes several trail 
enhancements at the six town trail systems 
adding improved signage, markers, bridges, 
and trash receptacles. The project will cost 
$73,000. 

Community Preservation funds. The facility 
will be available for anyone to use with rules 
posted at the entrance. You can learn more 
about reserving a slot to play and the hours 
for the facility at https://grovelandma.com/
board-of-selectmen/.  ♦

A third project will fund a new clock 
mechanism in the historic Congregational 
Church and allow the Paul Revere bell to toll 
the time (cost $25,000). 

The final project will pay $20,000 for 
consulting services to assist the town in 
utilizing CPA and Inclusionary Zoning 
housing funds to provide affordable housing 
and to set up a home repair program for 
income-eligible residents. CPA funds are 
collected from taxpayers in town and 
matched by the State. You can find out more 
on the town web site at grovelandma.com/
community-preservation-committee.  ♦

Groveland's New Pickle Ball and Tennis Courts

Groveland CPA Town Meeting Projects
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THURSDAY, 5:00 P.M. 
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We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Plant Matters
In conversation 

with Matthew 
Martin of Restoration 
Horticulture, The 
Native Plant Podcast, 
and teacher of 

Arboriculture at Essex Tech. 
Matthew grew up in Salem, Mass., in 

a neighborhood with a view of the power 
plant, to loving parents who worked in 
factories. His parents recognized that he 
was fascinated by the natural world and 
encouraged his curiosity. He graduated 
from the former Essex Aggie vocational 
technical high school and Northern Essex 
Community College where he was mentored 
by excellent teachers. 

While attending Northern Essex, he 
interned at Walt Disney World and the 
Arnold Aboretum, working with world-class 
horticulturalists and diverse plant collections. 
Both Disney World and The Aboretum are 
visited by throngs of people and meticulous 
maintenance is essential. He applied what he 
learned when he became the Horticulturalist 
at Glen Magna Historic Garden in Danvers.

Glen Magna has been owned by the 
Danvers Historical Society since 1963 and 
is a popular wedding venue. In 1926, Glen 
Magna was awarded the Hunnewell Gold 
Medal by The Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society for rare and ornamental trees and 
shrubs. By the time the historical society 
purchased 11 acres of the original estate it 
was in serious need of restoration.

Wedding revelers provide challenging 
problems for formal landscapes, but Matthew 
was uniquely qualified after his internships. 
In addition to mitigating the damage that 
follows parties of people liberally drinking, 
Matthew had to provide scrupulous attention 
to the formal areas. His methods included 
crisp edged beds containing exuberant flower 
combinations such a Dahlias with Milkweed. 
He successfully created a pleasure garden that 
was also a wild life habitat.

Matthew began keeping a garden journal 
and introducing more native plants. During 
Covid the weddings stopped and he had time 
to implement more sustainable methods 
and to experiment with plant combinations, 
combining natives with non-invasive plants 
from other parts of the world. He had time 
to observe insect and wildlife pressures and 

to create social media content featuring his 
work and observations which captured the 
interest of John Magee who invited Matthew 
to co-host the Native Plant Podcast.

Matthew and I discussed how “our 
conditions are no longer native”, how many 
native plants are under siege and how plant 
migration is occurring due to our warming 
climate. We both agreed that “native plant 
advocacy can be over-zealous and emotional 
rather than logical”. People need to take 
a holistic approach to plant selection and 
design.

Recommendations…
• Plant Mountain Mint (Pycnanthemum 

virginianum) in drifts. Red Columbine 
(Aquilegia canadensis)

• Read The Rambunctious Garden: Saving 
Nature in a Post-Wild World, by Emma 
Morris

I’d like to thank Matthew for this inspiring 
conversation, for his candor and dedication 
to our shared profession. I am certain he will 
continue to add value to horticulture and be 
responsible for improving the green industry 
on the North Shore through his teaching. 
I’d like to thank Massachusetts taxpayers for 
supporting vocational education.   ♦

Ida Wye is the principal of Ida Wye Designs, 
offering landscape design,  consultation, 
implementation, and restoration. Ida was 
green long before it was fashionable. She is 
committed to creating gardens that heal our 
planet, one landscape at a time. Ida graduated 
from U. Mass. Amherst with a B. S. in 
Plant and Soil Sciences before working for the 
U.S. D. A. and teaching Horticulture. After 
studying Landscape Design at Radcliffe, she 
began working independently. She later studied 
Urban Forestry and Wetland Science. www.
idawyelandscapes.com

by Ida Wye

Rowley Council on Aging End-of-Month Events

ROWLEY – According to the Social 
Security Administration, “Nearly 55% of the 
people receiving Social Security benefits are 
women. In the 21st century, more women 
work, pay Social Security taxes, and earn 
credit toward monthly retirement income 

Health and Wellness 
with Michael Goolkasian 

Tuesday, Apr. 29th 

Social Security 
Optimization for Women 
on Wednesday, Apr. 30th  

than at any other time in our nation’s history.” 
Learn how to maximize your Social Security 
benefits at this special presentation, “Social 
Security Optimization for Women” with 
Rick Roche, Financial Advisor. The event 
will take place at the Rowley Public Library, 
141 Main St., Rowley, on Wednesday, Apr. 
30th at 1pm. 

Topics to be discussed include rules and 

requirements, spouse & ex-spousal benefits, 
maximize your survivor benefits, and more. 
Rick Roche has over 40 years of experience 
in financial services and is a Social Security 
recipient himself. He is firmly committed to 
the Fiduciary Standard of Care and served as 
a Massachusetts State Representative for two 
terms. To register for this event, please call 
the COA at 978-948-7637.

ROWLEY – Learn about the variety of 
health benefits of different types of honey, 
teas, herbs, supplements and much more! 

This is a great opportunity to get the 
inside scoop on complementary medicine 
from one of Rowley’s local experts. Michael 
Goolkasian is owner of “Organic Naturals”, 
a health and wellness store. Call to register at 
978-948-7637. The Rowley COA is located 
at 39 Central St., Rowley, MA.
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Continued from page 1
YWCA

NEWBURYPORT – Newburyport Bank 
has donated $10,000 as a sponsor of the 
annual YWCA of Greater Newburyport’s 
Engaging Communities Luncheon. The 
annual fundraising event for the YWCA 
was held at the Mission Oak Grill in 
Newburyport last week. 

This year’s luncheon theme: The Value of 
Aging in Place, focused on how this offers 
numerous benefits that support the well-
being, independence and happiness of older 
adults, while also being cost effective and 

NEWBURYPORT – The Central 
Congregational Church will hold a Personal 
Care Drive on May 3, 2025 from 10:00 am 
to 1:00 pm.

Central Congregational Church is partnering 
with Community Services of Newburyport to 
collect personal care items to be shared with 
those in need in our communities. 

People in need often have difficulty paying 
for these items, which are not covered under 
insurance. Lack of access to these items can 
affect their ability to socialize and confidently 
leave their homes with dignity, leading to 
increased isolation. You can help.

Items to donate include:
• Adult Incontinence products (Sizes M/Lg/

XL)
• Bladder Control products
• Personal Hygiene wipes

Dr. Annmary Connor, executive director 
of Amesbury Housing Authority, was named 
the community champion for her dedication 
to expanding affordable housing and 
supporting the most vulnerable community 
members.

And Lizbeth Heyer, who has been helping 
improve the lives of lower income households 
for 30 years, was the featured speaker. She 
works with 2Life Communities that provides 
housing for lower income elderly households. 

Massachusetts, Heyer said, has the nation’s 
highest rates of nursing home placements 
because of the state’s high cost of housing and 
senior health care. As a result, she said, there 
is too much homelessness among the elderly.

“We can do better. We must do better,” 
Heyer said. 

Heyer drew a strong round of applause 
when she told the crowd of predominantly 
women that in Massachusetts, men have a 
life expectancy of 77 years, while women can 
expect to live 81 years.

But if you are low income, she said, take 
off seven years. If you are African American 
or Hispanic, reduce that life expectancy by 
another five years.  

Established in 1883 to help young women 
learn to thrive in the increasingly industrial 
world, the YWCA today serves people 

enhancing the community’s overall social 
fabric.

“Since 1885, the YWCA has been an 
integral part of our community,” said Bank 
President, John Burcke. “From affordable 
housing, numerous community programs, 
and health and wellness, the YWCA extends 
itself in an extraordinary way, contributing 
so much to the community. We are proud 
to be a luncheon sponsor in support of their 
efforts.”

Visit https://www.ywcanewburyport.org.

• Gift Cards to stores that sell these items
How you can help:

• You can order items online to ship to 
Central Congregational Church, ATTN: 
Personal Care Outreach, 14 Titcomb St, 
Newburyport MA 01950

• You can drop off items at the church office 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm at 14 
Titcomb St. Newburyport MA 01950.

• You can bring your items to the collection 
drive in the parking lot behind the church 
on Pleasant St, across from the Changing 
Tides coffees shop on May 3. We will 
unload your items.
Thank you for  your generosity! 
If you would like to volunteer to help or 

have questions, please contact the church 
office at 978-465-0533 or email info@
centralnewburyport.org.  ♦

regardless of age or gender.  Major programs 
include affordable housing, preschool 
education and school-age childcare, wellness, 
cancer support, aquatics, youth leadership 
development and racial justice.

The YWCA offers affordable housing at 
the Residences at Salisbury Square, YWCA 
Market Street Apartments, The YWCA 
Women’s Residence, Roof Over Head 
Collaborative and the Housing Choice 
Coalition.

The YWCA’s latest project is a 48-unit 
senior affordable housing project that is 
expected to open this spring. Many of the 
tenants are currently homeless and seniors 
with disabilities.

This YWCA Residences at Ingalls Court at 
14 Ingalls Court in Methuen is designed to 
serve low-income seniors 62 years and over.  

On the first floor, Element Care will 
offer a Program of All-inclusive Care of the 
Elderly (PACE). Tenants who choose PACE 
will receive primary care, behavioral health, 
physical therapy and social services. It is one 
of the first projects in the country to combine 
affordable housing with PACE services. 

The new building will be highly energy 
efficient, including having 320 solar panels 
on the roof which will produce almost a third 
of the energy needed to operate the building.

For more information, visit www.
ywcanewburyport.org.   ♦  

Newburyport Bank Donates $10,000 as Sponsor 
of YWCA Engaging Communities Luncheon

Newburyport Central Congregational Church to 
Hold Personal Care Drive on May 3

This Butterfly Will Live Year Round

NEWBURYPORT – Vote for your favorite 
butterfly species until May 18 when it will 
be painted as a mural outside at the Senior 
Center. Candidate species are the fritillary, 
swallowtail, sulphur or mourning cloak 
butterfly.

In celebration of butterfly season, the city 
using state funds, is having an eight-foot 
by eight-foot mural painted of the butterfly 
species that is chosen by the community.

If approved by the Newburyport City 
Council, the artwork, entitled "Pollinator 
Passage," will be painted by Amesbury artist 
Jenn Houle during the Green Expo, which 
is being held at the Senior Center and the 

Bresnahan Elementary School on that day.
The $1,500 artist fee is being paid by a 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs' Municipal 
Vulnerability Preparedness action grant, which 
is administered by the Greater Newburyport 
Green Expo and the city’s Resiliency 
Committee.

Houle teaches art at Fitchburg State College 
and Northern Essex Community College, 
and has taught at UMass Lowell, Montserrat 
College of Art and Southern New Hampshire 
University for more than two decades.

Approved unanimously by the Public Art 
Committee last week, the butterfly painting 
will also highlight native plant species that 
support the most caterpillar species.   ♦

A mockup of the Great Spangled Fritilary Butterfly
(Image provided by artist Jenn Houle)

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Sunday's High Winds Complicate Firefighting - 10+ Acres Burned
NEWBURYPORT – Fire Chief 

Stephen Bradbury III reports Newburyport 
firefighters were called at 11:22 a.m. to an 
area of State Street, where a large brush 
fire was threatening a number of nearby 
buildings. Because of heavy winds, which 
complicated firefighting efforts, second and 
third alarms were quickly struck. 

The fire threatened a number of 
commercial and farm structures, including 
several greenhouses at Tendercrop Farm.

Ten acres burned before fire crews got the 
blaze under control around 12:20 p.m.

The Newburyport Fire Department 
received mutual aid assistance from 
Amesbury, Georgetown, Ipswich, Lawrence, 
Newbury, Rowley, Salisbury and West 
Newbury crews, as well as firefighters from 
Hampton, N.H. Cataldo and Atlantic 
Ambulance services were also at the scene. 
Haverhill and South Hampton, N.H., 
firefighters provided station coverage.

At the same time, crews battled a brush 
fire about a mile away, in Newbury. Some 
of the mutual aid partners called to assist 

in Newburyport later worked with the 
Newbury Fire Department to address that 
fire.

Parker Road was closed in both directions 
between the Newbury-Newburyport border 
and the State Street rotary.  ♦

Newburyport: Soothing Immmigration Fears
Police Officers Will Not Work with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT – While 
undocumented persons are being whisked 
away to jails in the U.S. and abroad, 
Marshall Matthew Simons told the city’s 
Human Rights Commission two weeks ago 
that Newburyport police officers are “not 
something to be afraid of.” 

Simons wore his uniform to the meeting 
on the second floor of the Senior Center 
to emphasize that the men and women 
who wear that uniform are committed to 
taking care of residents regardless of their 
immigration status.

The police will not impede or obstruct U.S. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) agents, but they will not work directly 
with them either.  “It is the law,” he said.

He promised in the next few weeks to 
have the rights of undocumented workers 
printed on the police department’s web 
site in both Spanish and Portuguese.  He 
was asked if his department would also 
print those rights on cards that could be 
distributed in the community. 

The Newburyport police officers are 
committed to unbiased law enforcement, 
enforcing only state and local laws, he said. 
They will not stop someone in a car or 
walking on the sidewalk to check whether 
they are here legally. 

Relations between the schools and the 
police have never been better, he said. One 
of the commission members said that a 
young Afghan girl told the school resource 
officer she wants to be a police officer when 
she grows up. 

Simons said that story made him happy 
to hear.

As a community, “we are doing pretty 
well,” he said. He attributed the good 
relations to the large number of officers who 
are trained and value service.

Protests against deportations, which has 
attracted as many as 300 people, have gone 
well. He asked only to be made aware of any 
upcoming protests.  ♦

(Photo: Stewart Lytle)

SPONSOR A COMMUNITY PAGE!
CONTACT LONNIE@THETOWNCOMMON.COM
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Upcoming Events

AMESBURY
Enhancing Workplace Safety with the 

CRASE program. Thurs. May 8, 8:30 - 10 
am, Amesbury Chamber of Commerce

DANVERS
The community theater group, the North 

Shore Players, presents the classic American 
drama The Skin of Our Teeth.  The play, 
by Thornton Wilder (Our Town), won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1943.  Wilder chronicles the 
5,000-year marriage of George and Maggie 
Antrobus as they endure the Ice Age, Biblical 
floods and wars.  The show runs three hours.  
It’s at Hogan Regional Auditorium, 450 
Maple St., Danvers.  Curtain is at 7 p.m., 
May 2 and May 3, and 2 p.m. on May 
4.  Tickets and other information at www.
northshoreplayersma.org.

GROVELAND
The Friends of the COA are organizing a 

town-wide yard sale on Friday, May 2nd and 
Saturday, May 3rd. They provide publicity, 
maps, and signage, so all you need to do is set 
up and sell. Your yard sale could be on either 
or both days and you set your own hours.  
Your $25 donation to the Friends waives the 
$10 town permit. You can register online, or 
you can get a registration form in the COA 
office, at town hall, or at the library.  The 
registration deadline is April 15.  Maps and 
addresses will be made available to the public 
by April 28. You can also check out the COA 
webpage for more information. Every dollar 
raised helps support the good work of the 
COA.

HAMPTON, NH
The Hampton United Methodist Church, 

525 Lafayette Road, Hampton, N.H., will 
hold a fundraising concert on Saturday, May 
3, at 7:30 P.M. featuring Charlie Zahm - 
an evening of songs and stories from the 
Celctic Lands and other favorites.  Admission 
$20 cash or check at the door. Reservations: 
Church office at 603-926-2702.

IPSWICH
Dental Clinic on Thursday, April 24, from 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m., at Ipswich Housing Authority, 
1 Agawam Village, in the Community Room. 

Adults and children will be able to 
receive dental screenings, cleanings, sealants 
and fluoride. Services will be provided by 
appointment only. 

Services will be provided by Polished Teeth, 
a team of experienced dental professionals 
who provide preventive dental services to local 
communities. 

Polished Teeth bills to MassHealth. Patients 
without MassHealth will be charged $80 for 
their service, $25 for the exam and $55 for 
the cleaning. For questions or to schedule 
an appointment, residents can call or text 
Ellen Gould at 508-237-5378 or email at 
ellengould@polishedteeth.com.

NEWBURYPORT
Drop-In Social Services Support 

(IN-PERSON). The City's licensed 
professional social worker Trish Boateng 
offers regular drop-in hours at the Library 
for any Newburyport resident who may need 
assistance. Get connected with assistance for 

food, housing, transportation, health, child 
care, or other necessities. Meetings are offered 
on a first-come, first-served basis every Tuesday 
afternoon at the library, 1:30-2:30 pm. 

NEWBURYPORT
Greater Newburyport Adult &  

Community Education classes. https://
newburyportadulted.org/shop/

NEWBURYPORT
Saturday, May 17, 10-11:30: How to 

Transform History and Your Family’s Origin 
Story Into a Compelling Narrative That 
Catches Readers’ Imaginations. Instructor: 
Karen Kirsten. Cost: $75. 

50% of the registration fees will be donated 
to this year’s Festival. Each workshop will 
be 90 minutes in length and accessible via 
Zoom. Register at newburyportliteraryfestival.
org/workshops.

NEWBURYPORT
“Jubilate!” Newburyport Choral Society
Friday May 2 2025 7:30 PM – 9:30 PM
Sunday May 4 2025, 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Immaculate Conception Church
42 Green St, Newburyport, MA 01950
www.newburyportchoralsocietyorg

SALISBURY
Save the date:  May 22nd for a Women 

in Business Luncheon & Panel Discussion, 
12:00 - 2:00 PM, Sin a Loa Tacos and Tequila, 
Salisbury. Salisbury Chamber of Commerce 
event. Ticket Price: $20 for Members | $25 
for Non-Members.

NEW CONSTRUCTION - This beautifully designed
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath residence offers modern elegance
and comfort in every corner, featuring a spacious 
3,057 sq. ft. layout. As you step inside, you’re greeted by
an open-concept living space filled with natural light,
showcasing exquisite hardwood flooring throughout
the first floor. The gourmet kitchen is a chef's delight!
                            Other new homes available.

Herrick Lutts Realty Partners
5 Briscoe Street | Suite 2 | Beverly, MA 01915
office: 978-927-1959 mobile: 978-430-2881
website: herricklutts.com

Paul Herrick

Saturday, May 3, 2025 
9AM to 3PM    

St. James Episcopal Church
120 Main Street, Amesbury, MA

Just before Mother’s Day, see amazing 
works of art with quilts, weaving, rug 
hooking, knitting, crocheting and hand-

sewn items. Some for sale, and some for 
display only. We will have demonstrations 
on Silk Ribbon Embroidery, Wool Applique 
and spinning 
sheep’s wool into 
yarn.  Learn sewing 
and stitching 
methods, or take 
home a small wool 
applique pillow that you make yourself 
(supplies provided).

Shop at the Yard Sale table to find patterns, 
ribbons, fabric, lace + 
much more!!

(accepting donations for this table!)
An area for kids will be available for simple 

‘learn to sew’ projects!  Beginners can try 
hand-sewing a small patchwork pillow or 
sachet (supplies provided).

 Hope to see you there!!
Any questions, please call or text our 

Coordinators:
Barbara Gould at 978-204-7724 or
Marilyn Wintheiser at 413-977-8225
A High-Tea themed light lunch will be 

available to purchase!

AMESBURY: FIBER ARTS FAIR 

80 Main St., Essex, MA

978-768-7161
www.pikemarine.com

Pike Marine

Pike Marine
Prepare and Tune-up your Mercury Outboard

this spring at

X□_
The Weekly 
Newspaper 
Advantage

No matter how hard 
you try, 

you cannot 
skip this ad.

Place your 
business in
The Town 
Common
today!

Come home to community news

The Town Common
Great, exciting expansion of  The Town Common in 2025:

Newbury, Newburyport, West Newbury,
Salisbury, Seabrook, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, 

Haverhill, Merrimac, Groveland, Byfield, Boxford, Topsfield, 
Georgetown, Rowley, Ipswich, Essex 

Beverly, Hamilton, Wenham, Gloucester ... and more!
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
You’re doing better on the flexibility 
issue, but you still need to loosen up a 
bit to show that you can be less judg-
mental and more understanding about 
certain sensitive matters.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your 
personal aspect continues to dominate 
this week. But try to make time to deal 
with important career-linked mat-
ters as well. A change of plans might 
occur by the weekend.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Excuses are not really needed for 
much of the confusion that occurs this 
week. However, explanations from all 
parties could help in working things 
out to everyone’s satisfaction.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
surprising (but pleasant) recent turn of 
events continues to develop positive 
aspects. But be prepared for a bit of a 
jolt on another issue that needs atten-
tion.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Creat-
ing a fuss might bring you the atten-
tion that you want. But are you pre-
pared for all the explaining you’d have 
to do? It’s better to use more subtle 
ways to make your bid.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) With education continuing to be 
a strong factor this week, this could 
be the time to start learning some new 
skills that can later be applied to a bid 
for a potential career move.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) You might do well to reconsider 
some of your current time priorities 
before you get so deeply involved in 
one project that you neglect meeting a 
deadline on another.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) With an important decision 
looming, you need to be careful about 
the information you’re getting. Half-
truths are essentially useless. Get the 
full story before you act.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Find out what every-
one’s role is expected to be before 
accepting a workplace proposal. Get-
ting all the facts now could prevent 
serious problems later on.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) A flexible position on a 
workplace matter could be the best 
course to follow during the next sever-
al days. A personal issue also benefits 
from an open-minded approach.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) Involving too many people 
in your workplace problem can back-
fire. Remember, allegiances can shift. 
Ask trusted colleagues for advice, but 
don’t ask them to take sides.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Before submitting your suggestions, 
take more time to sharpen the points 
you want to make. The clearer the pre-
sentation, the more chance it has to 
get through when submitted.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your clear 
sense of who you are gives you con-
fidence when you need to tackle diffi-
cult situations.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

ELECTRICIANS
JAMES FORWARD ELECTRIC

978-204-6413
Licensed and Insured 

Servicing all of your electrical needs 
• Home repair  • New wiring   • Smoke 
alarms • Generators  •Service upgrades 
and panel changes

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 

ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & 
REPAIRED!

Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System

Whether You're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-960-5564

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage 
Barn in Kensington, NH; 12’x12’ box 
stall, full turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140 or 
email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net 
for information.

WANTED TO BUY

FITNESS/FENCING/OTHER
Newburyport Fencing Association

(on Facebook) Open Three Weapon 
Fencing at The Tannery 
Contact: copywritereditor1966@
gmail.com

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!

$10/week | $30 for 4 weeks 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

HELP WANTED

One Good, Solid 
Commissioned Part-Time Contracted 

Advertising Acccount Manager
PERFECT JOB TO FILL A FEW HOURS

A COUPLE OF DAYS/WEEK
Upper North Shore of Mass. and Coastal NH

Join us and help local businesses grow
in The Town Common.   

Account Managers set their own hours, work 
when they want, where they want, and earn a 

generous commission.  
Contact us today at 978-255-3015 or 

advertise@thetowncommon.com
PUZZLE ANSWERS

IMACULATE 2019 Mini Countryman
All 4 sport, 40,000 mostly Montana highway miles!

Manual Transmission   |   Incredible Condition 
$23,000

CALL ME TO TEST DRIVE YOUR
NEW STREET-LEGAL GO-KART!

Viewable in beautiful Newburyport/Ipswich, Mass. area.
Brenda: 978-810-5078

M I N I  C O U N T RY M A N
FOR SALE TODAY!

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

855-812-5190

BEFORE Individual Results May Vary. 

ONE VISIT
PERMANENT

Kristen B., Age 34
Sono Bello Ambassador

LIMITED TIME OFFER!

GET
$500 OFF

TODAY
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Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99

*(excluding some offerings)

Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99

10% off 6 bottles
15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE  2 for $24
Josh RED 2 for $26*

Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

WINE SPECIALS

146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH
978-356-4322

IPSWICH BEVERAGE
Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and 
refacing only. Minimum of $10,000 project value. Offer valid on 
new customer agreements only. Offer valid through March 

31st, 2025. Offer may not be combined with other offers. 
MA License #142014.

Experience a new standard of 
service every step of the way.

KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS

Get 40% off your
kitchen install.

(877) 242-0396

Learn more and schedule your
free design consultation.

Kitchen Magic offers a helping hand every 
step of the way for your kitchen project. 
From design consultation to project 
completion and after.

With a team of dedicated draftsmen, 
installers, project coordinators and more, 
we’ve got you covered. 

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

1-855-960-5564

GET OUR SPECIAL OFFER NOW: 

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for 
new customers and for the first year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price 
for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown 
is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while 
actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and 
includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you 
may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts 
to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. 

If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered 
trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited 
shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to 
Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

PF-SPAD0505111658

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership
advertise@thetowncommon.com

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

Continued from page 1
MERRIMAC POTTERY
in Scandinavia, in a home where beautiful 
pottery was treasured and having cousins 
who were potters; all of which colluded in 
fostering a love of pottery in Jenny.  She 
took her first pottery class with Iris around 
thirteen years ago. After a few years of classes, 
Jenny then set up her own studio, named 
“Rosin and Glaze”, where she learned the 
pottery making process from the ground up. 
After a short hiatus from pottery, Jenny has 
come back to Purple Sage Pottery as a studio 
member, to be in a pottery community 
where she can learn from the other potters 
in the studio. She intuitively approaches 
each piece with inspiration from nature and 
Scandinavian design. 

Joining Dana, Jonathan and Jenny at 
the spring Studio Sale on Saturday, May 
3rd will be studio owner Iris Minc, Lisa 
Mistretta, Lucy Hutchinson, Hiromi Satoh, 
Karen Girard, Judy Nevius, Liz Kinder, 
Kathy Clark, Emily Samataro, and Peter 
Grams who will be demonstrating throwing 
pots on the potter’s wheel. For more 
information about Purple Sage Pottery and 
the spring show, go to the web site at: www.
purplesagepottery.com , call 978-346-9978.  

Visit The Town Common
www.TheTownCommon.com

MENTION THIS AD FOR A $20 DISCOUNT!

Spring Residential Clean Up Special
15 YARD ROLLOFF

Fixed $250.00 per haul plus $150.00 per ton
(1 ton min charge)

Zero Fuel and Environmental Fees
- 7 days use rent free

978-352-8581 • MELLODISPOSAL.COM
Independently Owned and Operated

Boys & Girls Club of Lower Merrimack Valley 
23rd Annual Starry Night Auction Fundraiser

18 Maple St, Salisbury, Massachusetts
Get Your Tickets: 

tinyurl.com/bgclmvtickets 


