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GEORGETOWN – The Town Common
invites all contetested and 
uncontested candidates for the 
upcoming election to kindly 
participate in a televised forum 
on Wednesday, April 23 from 
7 :00 P.M. (sharp) to 8:30 P.M. 
The event will take place in the 
third floor meeting room at 
Georgetown Town Hall.

Each uncontested candidate 
who chooses to participate will 
be asked to provide a three-

minute summary of why they are running 
for office and share any priorities for the 
coming year/years.

In addition to a three-minute closing 
statement, candidates for the contested race 
for Housing Authority will be asked three 
questions:

Question #1: Share with us what you see as 
the priorities of your position.

Question #2: What can you provide for 
Georgetown residents?

Question #3: What changes do you see for 
the housing authority and the residents? 

In addition to a three-minute closing 
statement, candidates for the contested race 
for Select Board will be asked three questions:

Question #1: Share with us what you see as 
the priorities of your position.

Question #2: Share with the voters your 
thoughts on town spending.

Question #3: Why are you running?
The Town Common's Senior Reporter Stewart 

Lytle will be addressing the candidates and 
seeking any clarifications should such a need 
arise. Lonnie Brennan will serve as time 

Georgetown Candidate's Forum: NEW DATE!

Ipswich Police Department to Hold Annual 
Drug Take Back Day and Touch-A-Truck Event

Georgetown Forum,  continued page 8

Photo: Courtesy Ipswich Police Department

IPSWICH – The Ipswich Police 
Department, in collaboration with the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Agency and community 
partners, will hold an event to collect 
prescription drugs on Saturday, April 26.

The annual Drug Take Back Day will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Ipswich 
Middle High School, 130 High St. It will 

be combined with the annual Touch-a-
Truck event, giving younger residents the 
opportunity to explore police, fire, EMS 
and construction vehicles. The event is free 
to attend. 

National Drug Take Back Day encourages 
the public to remove unneeded medications 
from their homes as a measure of preventing 

medication misuse and opioid addiction 
from ever starting.

Those who cannot attend are encouraged 
to dispose of their unwanted medication 
at one of two drop boxes, in the lobby of 
the police station, 15 Elm St., or at Town 
Hall, 25 Green St., outside the Council on 
Aging.  ♦

Hampton United Methodist Church, 525 Lafayette Road, Hampton, NH: Join us to 
Worship together with song, prayer, scripture, children’s time, and a message from Pastor 
Sue Frost. Come join us on Easter, April 20, 2025 in our Sanctuary for a traditional Easter 
Service beginning at 10 am.

The Market Street Baptist Church, 37 Market Street, Amesbury 
will be holding Easter services that are open to all. Easter Sunrise Service 6:00am on Sunday, 
April 20. Join us at Salisbury Beach Reservation (by the Jetty) for a sunrise service. Dress 
warmly! Easter Worship 10:00 am on Sunday, April 20. A special service to celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus ChristCoffee hour to follow.
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Letters to the Editor provide a useful 
way of communicating concerns, 
issues, or suggestions to all members 
of the community. The Town Common
encourages all citizens to submit short 
letters concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication may be 
edited for length and clarity. Some letters 
may serve as a catalyst for other articles 
or coverage, and community leaders and 
agencies will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their areas 
of responsibility. All letters must be 
signed and include a daytime telephone 
number. Send your Organization or 
Group Notices, Birth or Engagement 
Announcements, Photos, Articles 

and Letters to the Editor.
The Town Common
9 Hamilton Terrace

Georgetown, MA 01833 
or preferably via e-mail to:  

editor@thetowncommon.com.

Ipswich Hosts Dental Clinic

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

16 Wed 2:06 8.3 2:38 7.4 8:31 0.3 8:37 1.3 5:57 7:28

17 Thu 2:46 8.2 3:21 7.2 9:13 0.5 9:19 1.5 5:56 7:29

18 Fri 3:29 8.1 4:08 7.0 9:59 0.6 10:06 1.6 5:54 7:30

19 Sat 4:18 8.0 5:00 6.9 10:50 0.8 10:59 1.8 5:52 7:31

20 Sun 5:12 7.9 5:56 6.8 11:45 0.9 11:56 1.8 5:51 7:32

21 Mon 6:09 7.9 6:53 7.0 12:41 0.8 5:49 7:34

22 Tue 7:09 7.9 7:51 7.3 12:57 1.6 1:38 0.7 5:48 7:35

23 Wed 8:09 8.1 8:45 7.8 1:57 1.3 2:33 0.5 5:46 7:36

24 Thu 9:07 8.3 9:36 8.4 2:56 0.7 3:25 0.2 5:45 7:37

25 Fri 10:01 8.6 10:25 9.1 3:51 0.1 4:14 0.0 5:43 7:38
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* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

BOXFORD – The Town of Boxford is 
pleased to announce that it has received 
competitive bids for the construction of 
the new Department of Public Works 
(DPW) facility. Seven general contractors 
submitted bids for the project, with the 
lowest bid coming from BW Contracting 
at $16,514,121 – approximately $3 million 
below the final cost estimate provided by the 
project’s design team.

With additional project costs including 
construction oversight by the design 
consultant team, services from the Town’s 
Owner’s Project Manager, a contingency 
allowance, and the demolition and disposal 
of the existing DPW facility, the total 
project cost stands at $18.99 million.

The Town will seek approval from 
residents to fund the project through a 
debt appropriation article at the May 13th 
Annual Town Meeting, followed by a debt 
exclusion vote on May 20th.

“This is an exciting milestone,” said 
Margaret Chow-Menzer, Chair of the 
Permanent Building Committee and the 
Select Board. “The PBC is pleased to receive 
so many competitive bids for this project. 
Over the last two years, we’ve held dozens 
of public meetings to develop a project 
that meets the needs of a modern DPW 
operation. We’ve been laser-focused on 
getting the best value for residents while 
keeping costs as low as possible.”

Chris Olbrot, DPW Superintendent and 
Town Engineer, highlighted the practical 
significance of the new facility: “This 
project is about ensuring that our public 
works team can continue to maintain roads, 
respond to storms, and support critical town 
infrastructure safely and efficiently. The 
current facility is outdated and undersized. 
With the support of a strong project team, 
we’ve developed a solution that will serve 
the town’s needs for decades to come. I’m 
very encouraged to see the bids come in 

under budget, and I believe this proposal 
strikes the right balance between long-
term durability and responsible financial 
planning.”

Boxford Town Administrator Matt 
Coogan added, “This has been a major 
undertaking, and I want to recognize the 
hard work of everyone involved in designing 
and value engineering a project that meets 
the town’s needs while keeping an eye on 
cost. Residents will be asked to consider 
a project at Town Meeting and at Town 
Election that is fully permitted, shovel-
ready, and backed by actual construction 
bids – not estimates.”

Included in the overall project cost is 
a line item to fund the demolition and 
disposal of the existing DPW facility, once 
the new facility is built. Should voters 
approve funding for the project, the current 
DPW site will become available for reuse. 
Located in the heart of one of Boxford’s 
major athletic field complexes, the site holds 
strong potential for expanded or enhanced 
recreational use. The Town is also pursuing 
funding at Town Meeting to undertake a 
Recreation Facility Master Plan, which will 
help determine how best to incorporate 
this land into Boxford’s broader recreation 
strategy.

Assistant Town Administrator and 
Finance Director Brendan Sweeney noted 
that the Town’s financial leadership is 
working to minimize the tax impact. “The 
Finance Committee and Select Board are 
in the process of finalizing the financing 
plan for this project. Our goal is to utilize as 
many funding sources as possible to reduce 
the additional taxes necessary to fund this 
project,” said Sweeney.  

More information about the project –
including site plans, building renderings, 
cost breakdowns, and recordings of public 
meetings – can be found on the project 
website: www.boxfordma.gov/NewDPW. ♦

Boxford Officials Seek Voter Approval of
$16 Million New DPW Facility

How to Submit Letters to the Editor

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

IPSWICH – Director of Public Health Colleen 
Fermon is pleased to announce that the Ipswich Public 
Health Department will host a dental clinic for Ipswich 
residents. 

The clinic will be held on Thursday, April 24, from 9 
a.m. - 4 p.m., at Ipswich Housing Authority, 1 Agawam 
Village, in the Community Room. 

Adults and children will be able to receive dental 
screenings, cleanings, sealants and fluoride. Services will 
be provided by appointment only. 

Services will be provided by Polished Teeth, a team of 
experienced dental professionals who provide preventive dental services to local communities. 

Polished Teeth bills to MassHealth. Patients without MassHealth will be charged $80 for 
their service, $25 for the exam and $55 for the cleaning. 

Regular dental cleanings are crucial for maintaining oral health, and preventing tooth 
decay, gum disease and other health issues. 

"Receiving dental care is extremely important in protecting your oral health, as getting an 
exam and having your teeth cleaned can help detect and treat issues before they have a chance 
to be detrimental," said Fermon. "Book an appointment for yourself, your children, your 
family — dental care is a necessity for everyone."

For questions or to schedule an appointment, residents can call or text Ellen Gould at 508-
237-5378 or email at ellengould@polishedteeth.com.  ♦

f

Come home to community news

The Town Common
Great, exciting expansion of  The Town Common in 2025:

Newbury, Newburyport, West Newbury,
Salisbury, Seabrook, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, 

Haverhill, Merrimac, Groveland, Byfield, Boxford, Topsfield, 
Georgetown, Rowley, Ipswich, Essex 

Beverly, Hamilton, Wenham, Gloucester ... and more!



April 16 - April 22, 2025                                                                                                                     Page 3 www.TheTownCommon.com 

Continued on page 4

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

Some residents of Georgetown received 
what has been called a “near-anonymous 
letter” urging them to vote for the upcoming 
$6+ million Proposition 2 1/2 tax increase/
override next month. The letter stated that it 
came from “Fund Our Future Georgetown.” 

As the expenditure of funds by an 
organization to affect a municipal ballot 
question falls under the purview of the 
Massachusetts Office of Campaign and 
Political Finance (OCPF), we contacted  
OCPF and were directed to secure a copy 
of the mailer's organization form from the 
town clerk.

School Committee Chair Michael 
Hinchliffe, M.E. Hinchliffe@gmail.com, 
978-989-3019 of 93 West Main Street is 
listed as the treasurer of the organization 
responsible for reporting of all funds.

The chair was joined by fellow member 
Joseph Maribito Jr of 17 Pillsbury Lane, 
jmaribito@yahoo.com, 508-560-6410, 
and Georgetown Education Foundation 
Board Member Tara Reed of 2 Ilene Circle, 
978-430-8081 and David Millman of 56 
Baldpate Road, 617-410-4490.

If a person had not gone to the town 
clerk's office they would not know that 
key members from the schools had sent 
the mailing. Why they chose not to place 
their names on the mailing is a matter of 
some discussion in the community, with 
questionings of “transparency” and such. 
Perhaps an oversight by the school members.

We readily shared the image of the group's 
public disclosure form with all who have 
asked, and it has since appeared in various 
social media.

Fuzzy Math
But, what has received some poignant 

discussion is the math used both in the 
mailing as well as in online postings.

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

NEW CONSTRUCTION - This beautifully designed
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath residence offers modern elegance
and comfort in every corner, featuring a spacious 
3,057 sq. ft. layout. As you step inside, you’re greeted by
an open-concept living space filled with natural light,
showcasing exquisite hardwood flooring throughout
the first floor. The gourmet kitchen is a chef's delight!
                            Other new homes available.

Herrick Lutts Realty Partners
5 Briscoe Street | Suite 2 | Beverly, MA 01915
office: 978-927-1959 mobile: 978-430-2881
website: herricklutts.com

Paul Herrick

Who Sent the
$6 Million

Override Letter?

Continued on page 4

By Lonnie Brennan
–––––––––––––––––

Georgetown School Committee Chair Michael 
Hinchliffe at his March 27, 2025 meeting

Georgetown School Committee Member and 
Fund Our Future Georgetown President Joseph 

Maribito Jr (left)

Saturday, May 3, 2025 
9AM to 3PM    

St. James Episcopal Church
120 Main Street, Amesbury, MA

Just before Mother’s Day, see amazing 
works of art with quilts, weaving, rug 
hooking, knitting, crocheting and hand-
sewn items. Some for sale, and some for 
display only. We will have demonstrations 
on Silk Ribbon Embroidery, Wool Applique 
and spinning sheep’s wool into yarn.  Learn 
sewing and stitching methods, or take home 
a small wool applique pillow that you make 

yourself (supplies provided).
Shop at the Yard Sale table to find patterns, 

ribbons, fabric, lace + much more!!
(accepting 

donations for 
this table!)

An area for 
kids will be 
available for 
simple ‘learn 
to sew’ projects!  Beginners can try hand-
sewing a small patchwork pillow or sachet 
(supplies provided).

 Hope to see you there!!
Any questions, please call or text our 

Coordinators:
Barbara Gould at 978-204-7724 or
Marilyn Wintheiser at 413-977-8225
A High-Tea themed light lunch will be 

available to purchase!

AMESBURY: FIBER ARTS FAIR 

TOPSFIELD – Slow River Studio 
invites area printmaking artists to submit 
up to three pieces of art for inclusion in its 
May 2025 show, “A Lasting Impression.” 

The deadline is Friday, April 25, 
and artists can submit their works at 
slowriverstudio.com/gallery.

The show will feature works from the 
public and Slow River students and staff. 
Works can be multimedia, but printmaking 
must be the dominant art form. (All works 
must be for sale.) 

The show will run from May 4–25 
at Slow River Studio, 17 Main Street, 
Topsfield. A reception will be held at the 

studio on Sunday, May 4, from 4–6 p.m.
Slow River Studio offers art classes to 

adults in painting, drawing, sketching, 
printmaking, collage and mixed media, 
and creativity. For more information, 
call 978/491-1272 or email jess@
slowriverstudio.com. 

Art Needed for “A Lasting Impression: 
The Printmaking Show” 

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

LOCAL CHURCHES

Friday, April 18 - Good Friday
8:00 am - Our Lady of Good Voyage, Gloucester
3:00 pm - St. Mary's, Rowley
3:00 pm - Saint Joachim, Rockport
7:00 pm - New Life Church, Georgetown
7:00 pm - All Saints Church, Ipswich
             Stations of the Cross
12:00 pm - Saint Agnes, Topsfield
12:00 pm - Saint Rose of Lima, Topsfield
6:30 pm - St. Mary's, Georgetown 

7:00 pm - All Saints Church, Amesbury
7:00 pm - St. Ann Church, West Newbury
7:00 pm - Immaculate Conception, Nbpt.
Saturday, April 19 - Easter Vigil
7:00 pm -All Saints Church, Amesbury
7:00 pm - Immaculate Conception, Nbpt.
7:00 pm Our Lady's, Hampton, NH
7:00 pm St. Ann Church, Rockport
7:30 pm - St. Mary's, Georgetown
8:00 pm - St. Rose of Lima, Topsfield
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Continued from page 3
Override Mailings not add two requested new firefighters 

they should not be surprised if it takes 
the firefighters 45 minutes to show up to 
save your foundation. He urged "educating 
residents" on the dangers of not passing the 
override.

No Override for Another 3-5 Years
Vice Chair of the town's Finance and 

Advisory Committee, Alicia Raspa, earlier 
this year presented an interactive spreadsheet 
modeling the divergence of increase spending 
vs. income and projecting widening deficits 
showing that changes have to be made.

According to the town's finance 
committee, as well as the school leaders' 
mailing, if the override passes, the current as 
well as new spending (hires and future raises) 
and new commitments will not require 
another override for "3-5 years."

Additionally, the board and others have 
noted that if the $6 million override is not 
passed, the town will have to cut $800,000 
from the budget, resulting in layoffs of 
school staff, and lowering of services. 

14.2% Solution Promoted on 
Public Relations Firm Website

The Finance and Advisory Committee's 
recommendations for an override are 
reflected as a 14.2% budget increase proposal 
as viewed at https://georgetownbudget.com/
town/. The site is apparently engaged to 
educate voters with information on the 
budget. The site is maintained by the John 
Guilfoil Public Relations firm. 

For the Future
Fin Com Chair Edward Dobie noted in 

his meeting of January 15, 2025 (the meeting 
held to make a decision to seek an override or 
take other actions) that “we all believe in the 
town. We may have disagreements ... but we 
all agree that we want the best town possible, 
not just for us but for the people who come 
after us, we don't want to leave a mess.” 

“I don't want people to be afraid at night 
that if they get ill and they make a phone call, 
no one is going to come,” he said.

All Fin Com members appear unified in 
either promoting the override, or urging 
residents to learn more about the override 
and town spending. 

More information about the override is 
expected be forthcoming each week as the 
voting dates become closer, as residents are 
urged to learn more, participate, and vote.♦

In short, the mailing, for some, obfuscates 
$255 per year with $1,980 per year. 

The Mailing Details
The mailing states that the Georgetown 

Tax rate is below the average rate for Essex 
County, citing an Essex County rate of 
$11.40 per $1,000 of house evaluation, 
vs. Georgetown's $11.06 per $1,000. One 
concludes that the implication is that  
Georgetown residents should be taxed 
more: an additional 34 cents per $1,000 of 
property assessment.

The mailing places the cost of the override 
alongside that assessment declaration at $165 
per month for a home assessed at $750,000.

The 34 cents increase on the tax rate is not 
detailed, but the math is simple: it would 
yield $255 PER YEAR, but the override 
seeks a minimum of $1,980 PER YEAR.

Moving Forward
Leaving aside the strange comparisons, 

and claims online that the increase in 
property taxes that many received this year 
of approximately $1,000 would increase 
another $2,000 when the override passes, 
and increase also with the application of the 
Community Preservation tax, some have 
done the math and estimate that property 
owners can expect to pay an increase ranging 
from $200 to $400+ extra per month. 

Tax Estimators?
An online tax estimator posting was taken 

down off one Facebook page, and some have 
charged that similar deletions of questioning 
of aspects of tax increases have occurred. 

The cost of the override can be determined 
at: https://georgetownbudget.com/ (more on 
that website later in this article). Residents, 
however, are also directed to calculate their 
total tax levy using the town assessor's webs 
page which states: “To calculate your FY 
2025 tax liability, divide your property 
value by 1,000 and multiply the result 
by $11.06. For residential property, there 
is an additional 3% surcharge for CPA 
(Community Preservation Act) calculated 
on the value minus $100,000.” (CPA is not 
charged on the first $100,000 of a property's 
value.)

Mass. Teacher's Association
Last week, the Massachusetts Teachers 

Association weighed in, mailing postcards 
to residents warning that failure to increase 
taxes will result in “families move out. New 
ones stop moving in,” and that “crime rises, 
response times slow - safety goes down,” and 
that homeowners can expect slower response 
times from the fire department. The MTA 
mailing states: “It's our town becoming less 
safe, less desirable, and less valuable - almost 
overnight. It will be devastating.”

The MTA concludes with “No funding, 
No future.”

Save Your House Foundation
 Earlier this year, Georgetown Selectman 

Chair Daryle J. Lamonica rang a similar 
alarm bell, noting that if residents did 

Georgetown Selectman Chair Daryle J. 
Lamonica  running a meeting earlier this year

Georgetown School Committee Member and 'Fund Our Future Georgetown' President Joseph 
Maribito Jr (left), Georgetown School Committee Chair Michael Hinchliffe (center) and 

Georgetown Town Moderator (and appointee of all finance advisory members) David Surface 
in the audience at the public January 15th Finance and Advisory Commitee meeting. 

(Photo: Screenshot Georgetown public television)

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

Rowley Docks Installation Volunteer Crew - Beth DiMento

Local Basketball - Peter McClelland

PEOPLE/GROUP PHOTOS
LATE-WINTER PHOTO CONTEST

Chorus North Shore - President of Chorus North Shore

The Town Common
PROMOTE YOUR

 GROUP, YOUR PROJECT, 
YOUR BUSINESS.

RESERVE AD SPACE BY 
THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M. 

FOR NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!
advertise@TheTownCommon.com
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Upcoming Events

AMESBURY
Enhancing Workplace Safety with the 

CRASE program. Thurs. May 8, 8:30 - 10 
am, Amesbury Chamber of Commerce

DANVERS
The community theater group, the North 

Shore Players, presents the classic American 
drama The Skin of Our Teeth.  The play, 
by Thornton Wilder (Our Town), won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1943.  Wilder chronicles the 
5,000-year marriage of George and Maggie 
Antrobus as they endure the Ice Age, Biblical 
floods and wars.  The show runs three hours.  
It’s at Hogan Regional Auditorium, 450 
Maple St., Danvers.  Curtain is at 7 p.m., 
May 2 and May 3, and 2 p.m. on May 
4.  Tickets and other information at www.
northshoreplayersma.org.

HAVERHILL
Earth Day with the Legend of the Three 

Sisters! The Buttonwoods Museum, Tuesday, 
April 22, 11am to 12pm: This event is 
designed for kids kindergarten through 
fourth grade. The cost is $5 per child. No 
pre-registration required!

Buttonwoods Museum, 240 Water Street
Haverhill - www.buttonwoods.org

HAVERHILL
The Merrimack Valley Planning 

Commission will hold its monthly meeting 
on Thursday, April 17 at 11:00 a.m. The 
agenda includes updates on the commission’s 
activities and is available at the MVPC 
website www.mvpc.org. For questions or 
details of this meeting contact Jodie Furey at 
jfurey@mvpc.org

IPSWICH
Dental Clinic on Thursday, April 24, 

from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., at Ipswich Housing 
Authority, 1 Agawam Village, in the 
Community Room. 

Adults and children will be able to 
receive dental screenings, cleanings, sealants 
and fluoride. Services will be provided by 
appointment only. 

Services will be provided by Polished Teeth, 
a team of experienced dental professionals 

who provide preventive dental services to 
local communities. 

Polished Teeth bills to MassHealth. 
Patients without MassHealth will be charged 
$80 for their service, $25 for the exam and 
$55 for the cleaning. For questions or to 
schedule an appointment, residents can call 
or text Ellen Gould at 508-237-5378 or 
email at ellengould@polishedteeth.com.

NEWBURYPORT
Greater Newburyport Adult &  

Community Education classes. https://
newburyportadulted.org/shop/

NEWBURYPORT
Saturday, May 17, 10-11:30: How to 

Transform History and Your Family’s Origin 
Story Into a Compelling Narrative That 
Catches Readers’ Imaginations. Instructor: 
Karen Kirsten. Cost: $75. 

50% of the registration fees will be donated 
to this year’s Festival. Each workshop will be 
90 minutes in length and accessible via Zoom. 

Register at newburyportliteraryfestival.org/
workshops.

NEWBURYPORT
4K Run & Walk to benefit North of 

Boston Cancer Resource. More info at bit.
ly/NBCR5K.

NEWBURYPORT
“Jubilate!” Newburyport Choral Society
Friday May 2 2025 7:30 PM – 9:30 PM
Sunday May 4 2025, 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Immaculate Conception Church
42 Green St, Newburyport, MA 01950
www.newburyportchoralsocietyorg

SALISBURY
Save the date:  May 22nd for a Women 

in Business Luncheon & Panel Discussion, 
12:00 - 2:00 PM, Sin a Loa Tacos and 
Tequila, Salisbury. Salisbury Chamber of 
Commerce event. Ticket Price: $20 for 
Members | $25 for Non-Members.

MENTION THIS AD FOR A $20 DISCOUNT!

Spring Residential Clean Up Special
15 YARD ROLLOFF

Fixed $250.00 per haul plus $150.00 per ton
(1 ton min charge)

Zero Fuel and Environmental Fees
- 7 days use rent free

978-352-8581 • MELLODISPOSAL.COM
Independently Owned and Operated

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

It is Important to Read

GREATER NEWBURYPORT – For the last 20 years, spring here has been a time to 
celebrate books and readers. From Friday, April 25 through Sunday April 27, this year will 
be no different as the Newburyport Literary Festival celebrates “The Importance of Being a 
Reader.” 

The festival that attracts hundreds of avid readers will feature a strong lineup of authors 
and poets appearing in-person on Friday night and all day Saturday, while steaming authors 
from here and around the world on-line on Sunday. 

Vicki Hendrickson, the genius who started and built the festival, is handing the torch to 
the next generation, which includes her children. 

Leslie Hendrickson, the chair of the programming committee who will interview 
her historian/journalist father Dyke Hendrickson for his memoir, Fading Ink. Drew 
Hendrickson, an excellent tennis player himself, will interview Christopher Clarey, the West 
Newbury biographer of tennis greats Roger Federer and Raphael Nadal.

Jill Gross and Paula Breger have stepped up to be co-chairs of the festival, bringing new 
ideas as well as celebrating the past two decades of organizers and sponsors. 

To honor Vicki Hendrickson, the festival has created a contest to award a $1,000 college 
scholarship. 

In its first year, 16 students have applied for the scholarship, writing essays about becoming 
a reader, Jill Gross said. Vicki Hendrickson is reading the essays and will select the winner that 
will be announced at the high school’s Scholarship Night on May 21. 

In addition, Sue Little, founder and owner of Jabberwocky Book Store in the Tannery, 
will be honored for her years of promoting books, in general, and the festival in particular. 
This year, she is handing the reins of her iconic store to Eric Hoel, her son, who is an author 
himself and a neuroscientist.

The festival also plans to expand beyond one weekend. It has started hosting events, 
designed to raise funds for the festival and keep the excitement about books and reading 
going all year, Gross said.  

Its first event on March 16 drew 60 people to the second floor of the Joy Nest restaurant 
in the Tannery to listen to Catherine Newman, the New York Times bestselling author of the 
memoirs Catastrophic Happiness and Waiting for Birdy and other books for a variety of ages.

Gross said she expects to offer several similar events in the coming year, providing space for 
enthusiastic readers to gather in “a beautiful place” to talk about books and writing. 

The 20th festival will open at 6 p.m. on Friday night at the Firehouse Theater with Dawn 
Tripp discussing her book, Jackie, A Novel with Kate Clifford Larson. Dinner will be at The 
Grog, 13 Middle St., for $25, the only event that is not free. 

Tripp, who writes from a first-person perspective about Jackie Kennedy Onassis’ many 
lives, public and private, will be joined in conversation by historian Kate Clifford Larson, 
the author of Rosemary: The Hidden Kennedy Daughter and an upcoming biography of Ethel 
Skakel Kennedy, Jackie’s sister-in-law and Bobby Kennedy’s wife. 

Saturday opens at 8:30 a.m. in the Central Congregational Church with the annual 
Breakfast with the Poets, featuring the Powow River Poets, Al Basile, Mary Hills Kuck and 
Anton Yakovlev reading their works with Owen X. Grey moderating. 

Six venues in downtown will host the authors who include Robin Bernstein, Freeman’s 
Challenge: The Murder that Shook America’s Original Prison for Profit; Alison Espach, The 
Wedding People; Courtney Sullivan, The Cliffs; Alan Lightman, The Miraculous from the 
Material: Understanding the Wonders of Nature; Joan Wickersham, No Ship Sets Out To Be A 
Shipwreck; Martin Espada, Jailbreak of Sparrows; and Rachel Hadas, Ghost House.

The festival takes on several far-reaching topics, including the roles black and white women 
have played in society. There will be a rousing panel discussion about banning books at 2;30 
p.m. at Jabberwocky Book Store, moderated by Sue Little. Authors 
Dana Alison Levy, Not Another Banned Book, and Kirsten Miller, Lula 
Dean’s Little Library of Banned Books, look at the issues around free 
speech and who can read what.

Women as entrepreneurs will be the topic of discussion led by 
Debra Michals, an associate professor and chair of the Department 
of Humanities at Merrimack College. A 20th century women’s 
historian, her published work includes She’s the Boss: The Rise of Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Since World War II. 

The award-winning Newburyport Black History Initiative will conduct 
a walking tour of the interpretive signs installed downtown that tell the 
stories of Black Americans, including domestic servants, mariners, 
barbers, soldiers, lawyers and activists in Newburyport from the pre-
Revolutionary War era to the early 20th century. The tour, led by 
Geordie Vining and Cyd Raschke, two of the three co-founders of the 
Initiative, will begin at 3 p.m. at Brown Square, across from City Hall.

Close out Saturday at the Firehouse at 7 p.m. to Celebrate the 
Importance of Being a Reader.

“Join us for an evening of readings and conversation to celebrate 
two decades of bringing authors and book talks to Newburyport. 
Festival founder Vicki Hendrickson and Sue Little will be honored for 
their years of community service, and we will hear readings from local 
authors and by the late short-story master Andre Dubus,” the web site 
states.

After a long day walking on Saturday, kick up your feet on Sunday 
and enjoy more stimulating presentations that can only be accessed on 
Zoom. Be sure to register at the festival website.

A complete list of events and authors can be found on the festival 
website: http://newburyportliteraryfestival.org.

80 Main St., Essex, MA

978-768-7161
www.pikemarine.com

Pike Marine

Pike Marine
Prepare and Tune-up your Mercury Outboard

this spring at

www.thetowncommon.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Pro-
fessional relationships grow stronger, 
but you still might need to ease some 
problems with someone in your per-
sonal life. One way could be to try to 
be less rigid in your views.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You 
might be too close to a perplexing 
personal situation to even attempt to 
make a rational decision about it right 
now. Stepping back could help you 
gain a wider perspective.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Being 
asked to choose between the positions 
of two friends is an unfair imposition 
on you. It’s best to reject the demand 
and insist that they try harder to work 
things out on their own.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
change of mind about a workplace 
decision might be called for, once you 
hear more arguments — pro and con. 
A personal event suddenly takes an 
unexpected (but pleasant!) turn.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) 
Romance once again looms large for 
single Leos and Leonas, with Cupid 
favoring Taurus and Libra to inspire 
those warm and fuzzy Leonine feel-
ings. Meanwhile, expect another 
workplace change.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) A surprise gift with no strings 
attached could happily come just 
when you need it to avoid a delay in 
getting your project done. Expect 
education to dominate the week.

LIBRA (September 23 to Octo-

ber 22) Someone close to you might 
ask for your support as they face a 
demanding personal challenge. Offer 
it, by all means, but be careful that you 
don’t neglect your own needs at this 
time.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) An unexpected development 
could put your relationship with a 
partner or spouse to an emotionally 
demanding test. But your determina-
tion to get to the truth should save the 
day!

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) A recent agreement 
appears to be coming apart over the 
surfacing of unexpected complica-
tions. You might need to get expert 
advice on how to resolve the situation. 

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Your keen business sense 
helps you get to the truth about a sus-
picious business deal. Expect to have 
many colleagues rally to support your 
efforts in this important matter.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Someone who once moved in 
and out of your life through the years 
might now want to come back in on a 
more permanent basis. Give yourself 
a lot of time to weigh your decision.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Showing frustration over a delayed 
workplace decision might get some-
one’s attention — but not necessarily 
make them move any sooner. The best 
advice would be to be patient and wait 
it out.

BORN THIS WEEK: You are 
drawn to excitement and thrilling 
adventures. You also enjoy fast tempo 
music — the more brass, the better.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services
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CARPENTRY, PAINTING,
 AND MORE ...

AMERICAN HOME IMPROVEMENT 
CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/Exterior 
Painting. Fully Insured. 30 years 
experience. Free Estimates. Excellent 
Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. Wallpapering 
& removal. Free estimates 781-953-6890 
or 978-688-0161 

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings stain 
killed, repaired, or replaced, carpentry 
interior-exterior repairs, windows 
repaired and replaced, gutters cleaned, 
repaired or replaced, clean outs and clean 
ups of all kinds. General masonry, all 
brick work, chimney work, walkways, 
etc. (Cell) 978-376-4214, (Home) 978-
374-618

ELECTRICIANS
JAMES FORWARD ELECTRIC

978-204-6413
Licensed and Insured 

Servicing all of your electrical needs 
• Home repair  • New wiring   • Smoke 
alarms • Generators  •Service upgrades 
and panel changes

MISC.
GARY’S JUST STUFF MECHANICAL 

ITEMS BOUGHT / SOLD & 
REPAIRED!

Generators, Outboards, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Tune ups, etc., pick-up 
and delivery available, Call Gary at (978) 
376-4214

MobileHelp, America's Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert System

Whether You're Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-960-5564

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage 
Barn in Kensington, NH; 12’x12’ box 
stall, full turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140 or 
email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net 
for information.

WANTED TO BUY

FITNESS/FENCING/OTHER
Newburyport Fencing Association

(on Facebook) Open Three Weapon 
Fencing at The Tannery 
Contact: copywritereditor1966@
gmail.com

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, 
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 7:45 PM to consider a Request 
for Determination of Applicability application filed by Andrew Grainger  for proposed 
installation of a replacement subsurface sewage disposal system possibly within the 100' 
Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and the 200' Riverfront Area of Ox 
Pasture Brook at 23 School Street (Map 24, Parcel 124) in Rowley, MA. The Go To 
remote meeting link will be posted on the Town Website in advance of the meeting for 
that calendar date. To view application materials email or call the Conservation Dept. at 
978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                         4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, 
as amended, a remote public meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 
8:00 PM to consider a Request for Determination of Applicability application filed by 
Keolis Commuter Services for application of herbicides along the MBTA’s Right of Way 
as per the Vegetation Management Plan possibly within regulated wetland resource areas 
in Rowley, MA. The Go To remote meeting link will be posted on the Town Website in 
advance of the meeting for that calendar date. To view application materials email or call 
the Conservation Dept. at 978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                        4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Town of Rowley Stormwater Management and Erosion Control 
Bylaw, as amended, a remote Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 
at 8:15 PM, to consider a Stormwater Management Permit application filed by Rowley 
Industrial Acres, LLC for proposed clearing, grading, construction gravel access drive, and 
settling basins at 30 Turcotte Memorial Dr. (fka 50 Vintons Ln.) (Map 16, Parcels 1 & 2) 
in Rowley, MA. Total site disturbance is approximately 548,865 sq ft. (12.6 acres) with 
141,092 sq. ft. (3.24 acres) at 15% slope or greater. The Go To remote meeting link will 
be posted on the Town Website in advance of the meeting for that calendar date. To view 
application materials email or call the Conservation Dept. at 978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                        4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public 
hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 8:30 PM to consider a Notice of 
Intent application filed by Michael DiPlatzi of Wethersfield Development LLC for 
proposed construction of a single-family dwelling, grading, and associated appurtenances 
possibly within the 100' Buffer Zone to Isolated Vegetated Wetlands at ANR Lot 2 at 
195 Wethersfield Street (Map 17, Parcel 26) in Rowley, MA. The Go To remote meeting 
link will be posted on the Town Website in advance of the meeting for that calendar date. 
To view application materials email or call the Conservation Dept. at 978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                        4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public hearing 
will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 8:45 PM to consider a Notice of Intent 
application filed by Michael DiPlatzi Wethersfield Development LLC for proposed 
construction of a single-family dwelling, driveway, grading, utilities, stormwater facilities, 
and associated appurtenances possibly within the 100' Buffer Zone to Isolated Vegetated 
Wetlands and 100' Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands at ANR Lot #3 at 195 
Wethersfield Street (Map 17, Parcel 26) in Rowley, MA. The Go To remote meeting link 
will be posted on the Town Website in advance of the meeting for that calendar date. To 
view application materials email or call the Conservation Dept. at 978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                        4/16

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Town of Rowley Stormwater Management and Erosion Control 
Bylaw, as amended, a remote Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 22, 2025 at 
9:00 PM to consider a Stormwater Management Permit application filed by Wethersfield 
Development LLC for proposed construction of three (3) single-family dwellings with 
associated appurtenances, associated grading, septic systems, and stormwater facilities 
at 195 Wethersfield St (Map 17, Parcel 26) in Rowley, MA. Total site disturbance 
is approximately 94,212 sq ft. (2.16 acres). The Go To remote meeting link will be 
posted on the Town Website in advance of the meeting for that calendar date. To view 
application materials email or call the Conservation Dept. at 978-948-2330.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman Rowley Conservation Commission                        4/16

The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

CLASSIFIED ADS

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!

$10/week | $30 for 4 weeks 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Don't miss what's going on in your community!
Sign up for 

The Town Common's
weekly e-mail!  Visit: thetowncommon.com   

HELP WANTED

One Good, Solid 
Commissioned Part-Time Contracted 

Advertising Acccount Manager
PERFECT JOB TO FILL A FEW HOURS

A COUPLE OF DAYS/WEEK
Upper North Shore of Mass. and Coastal NH

Join us and help local businesses grow
in The Town Common.   

Account Managers set their own hours, work 
when they want, where they want, and earn a 

generous commission.  
Contact us today at 978-255-3015 or 

advertise@thetowncommon.com
PUZZLE ANSWERS
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Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99

*(excluding some offerings)

Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99

10% off 6 bottles
15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE  2 for $24
Josh RED 2 for $26*

Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

WINE SPECIALS

146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH
978-356-4322

IPSWICH BEVERAGE
Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5−year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 978−954−3775
to schedule your free quote!

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

1-855-960-5564

GET OUR SPECIAL OFFER NOW: 

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for 
new customers and for the first year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price 
for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown 
is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment is included at no cost while 
actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual plan and 
includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you 
may receive an additional savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts 
to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. 

If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered 
trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the cellular network at all times. Expedited 
shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to 
Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

PF-SPAD0505111658

Sold Single Family Homes
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831
www.ferrickmovers.com

USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company

      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73338659 SLD 8 Tilton St Newburyport, MA NH0049 Detached 1  $600,000   $675,000 
73312782 SLD 168 Orchard St Newbury, MA AN8279 Detached 1  $799,900   $775,000 
73330279 SLD 29 Dove St Newburyport, MA AN7537 Detached 2  $850,000   $785,000 
73338726 SLD 15 Johns Ln Topsfield, MA C95098 Detached 2  $800,000   $800,000 
73328549 SLD 157 King Street Groveland, MA AN6205 Detached 3  $825,000   $815,000 
73332756 SLD 191-B SCOTLAND RD Newbury, MA AN8827 Attached 3  $850,000   $850,000 
73336810 SLD 22 High Rd Newbury, MA AN8279 Detached 2  $1,050,000   $1,050,000 
73342011 SLD 21 Batchelder Rd Boxford, MA AN2383 Detached 3  $1,089,000   $1,300,000 
73328891 SLD 253 High Rd Newbury, MA AN8279 Detached 4  $1,549,000   $1,550,000 
73302425 SLD 360 N End Blvd Salisbury, MA G95022 Detached 3  $1,999,000   $1,700,000 
73259477 SLD 16 Great Pond Boxford, MA : East Boxford AN6191 Detached 7  $2,200,000   $2,050,000 

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

A message from the Rockport Police Department

Rockport Police Charge Gloucester Man with 
Enticement of a Minor

ROCKPORT – Police Chief John Horvath reports that the 
Gloucester Police Department arrested a Gloucester man on a 
warrant obtained as a result of a Rockport Police investigation. 

 Jason Rutkauskas, age 46, of Gloucester, was arrested and 
charged with:

• Disseminating Obscene Matter to Minors
• Enticement of a Child Under the Age of 16
In mid-March, the Rockport Police Department was notified that 

an individual identified as RUTKAUSKAS was communicating 
with minors via social media, and that the communications were potentially inappropriate. 
A subsequent investigation determined that RUTKAUSKAS was allegedly sending sexually 
inappropriate messages to multiple minors. 

 Rockport police subsequently sought and obtained an arrest warrant for RUTKAUSKAS 
from Gloucester District Court. That warrant was served on Wednesday, April 9 without 
incident by the Gloucester Police Department.

 RUTKAUSKAS was arraigned in Gloucester District Court.  
These are allegations. All defendants are innocent until proven guilty.  ♦

MANCHESTER/ESSEX
Dore & Whittier Selected as Project Manager for 

School Building Project
The Manchester Essex Regional School District and the School Building Committee have 

selected Dore & Whittier as Owner's Project Manager (OPM) for the Essex Elementary 
School Building Project.

Dore & Whittier's selection was approved by the 
Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) at its Board 
of Directors meeting on Monday, April 7.

Dore & Whittier, with offices in Newburyport and in 
Burlington, VT, has been providing owner's project 
management services for more than 30 years. The company 
has supported dozens of construction and renovation projects 
such as Pine Grove School in Rowley, and West Parish 
Elementary School and East Veterans Elementary School in 
Gloucester.

Dore & Whittier will provide project management services including advice and consultation 
with respect to design, value engineering, scope of the work, cost estimating, scheduling, 
construction and more.  

In November 2022, consultants Habeeb & Associates publicly shared its needs 
assessment of both Essex Elementary and Manchester Essex Middle High School. The 
study identified that Essex Elementary, which opened in 1957, has passed its useful life 
and requires about $9 million in capital investment.

As the District continues through the Feasibility Study Phase, a designer will be selected 
for the project. The OPM and selected designer will then document the educational 
programming, generate an initial space summary, document existing conditions, establish 
design parameters, develop and evaluate alternatives, and recommend the most cost-
effective and educationally appropriate preferred solution to the MSBA for consideration.

Timeline:
• The School Building Committee will develop a request for design services by April 22.
• The District will hold kickoff meetings with Dore & Whittier on April 22-24. 
• Architect proposals are due on June 18.
• The District will meet with the MSBA Designer Selection Panel on July 15 and select 

the architect no later than July 29. ♦
[Editor's Note: Massachusetts does not have uniform school building designs for various 

size communities (i.e., option A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, J, K, L, M, N). Instead, each school 
district and the state undergoe extensive expenditures in architectural activities specific to 
each school construction, in addition to the obvious site-specific requirements of land and 
utilties.]

a 

moderator and facilitator.
The Town Common hopes this forum will 

provide a good opportunity for residents 
to learn a little more about various elected 
positions in town and get to know straight 
from the candidates where they stand and 
why they seek your vote.  

Uncontested Races 2025:
TOWN CLERK (3 years)
  Karri A. McManus
MODERATOR (3 years)
  Charles David Surface
ASSESSOR (3 years)
  Bret L. Moyer
HIGHWAY SURVEYOR (3 years)
  Peter J. Durkee
SCHOOL COMMITTEE (3 years)
  Cheryl A. Lachendro
LIGHT COMMISSIONER (3 years)
  Michael Carl Anderson
WATER COMMISSIONER (3 years)
  Stephen M. King, Jr.
LIBRARY TRUSTEE (3 years, 
  2 positions)
  Susan K. Clay
  Susan Lee Clohecy
LIBRARY TRUSTEES (2 years)
  Erin Hathaway Wormell
PLANNING BOARD (5 years)
  George William Comiskey
PLANNING BOARD (1 year)
  Kara Lynn Peters

Contested Races 2025:
HOUSING AUTHORITY (5 years)
  Gail Leslie Forsythe-Vail
  Kevin Richards
SELECT BOARD (3 years)
  Michael William Donahue
  Eric Viele

Continued from page 1
Candidate Forum

The Town Common
PROMOTE YOUR

 GROUP, 
YOUR PROJECT, 
YOUR BUSINESS.

YOUR CANDIDATE
RESERVE AD SPACE BY 
THURSDAY, 7:00 P.M. 

FOR 
NEXT WEEK'S EDITION!

advertise@TheTownCommon.com


