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Téada (Photo by Damien Stenson courtesy of the band)

Ready for Irish Music?

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

NEWBURYPORT - After the snows
of the last few weeks, the Belleville Roots
Concert for St. Patrick's Day is a welcome
harbinger of spring.

The non-profit organization that
supports the maintenance and restoration
of the historic Belleville Church buildings
is bringing back the world-renowned Irish
band, Téada, for two St. Paddy's Day
performances.

Téada will perform at 2 p.m. and 5 p.m.
at the Belleville Congregational Church on
Sunday, March 9.

Caitrfona Sherlock, a traditional Irish and
Classical Crossover singer, will join the lads
for the two concerts. She was a three-year,
all-Ireland champion in the Fleadh Ceoil for
Sean Nés singing.

With a worldwide reach, Téada has
headlined major music festivals throughout
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the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Europe, Africa,
Russia, Isracl and Australia. Highlights
include filling a 30,000-capacity stadium
concert in Brittany, performances at
Rainforest World Music Festival and Penang
World Music Festival in Malaysia, Edmonton
Folk Festival in Canada, Harare International
Festival of the Arts in Zimbabwe and World
Music Festival Taiwan.

In spring 2022, Téada dropped its sixth
album under the Gael Linn label, showcasing
the amazing vocals of Séamus Begley and
the band's knack for breathing new life into
some lesser-known traditional tunes.

The Belleville Roots Music Series has
two main goals: to bring to the North
Shore a diverse range of top-notch Roots
Music and to gather funds for the restoration
and upkeep of the historic 1867 Belleville
Meetinghouse and the nearby Fiske Chapel
complex at 300 High Street in Newburyport.

Tickets are $10 for children 18 and under
and $40 for adults. For more information,
email bellevilleroots@gmail.com  or visit
www.bellevilleroots.org,

Belleville Roots accepts  tax-deductible
donations at Belleville Roots Music Series,
300 High Street, Newburyport, MA 01950.

(From left) Allison Lehane, Al Jason and Jane Merrow at the First Parish Newbury Food Panry (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

School Left-overs Feed Needy Adults

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

REGIONAL - If your student does not
eat an apple for lunch at school or passes on
the chocolate milk and prepared sandwiches,
don’t worry, the uneaten food will not go to
waste. Thanks to an amazingly successful
program run by the First Parish Newbury
Food Pantry, the food feeds needy families or
at worst, local pigs.

Every Friday afternoon after lunch,
three of the pantry’s volunteers visit Triton,
Newburyport, Pentucket and most recently
Ipswich school cafeterias to pick up salads,

fruits, yogurts, milks, juices and pre-made
sandwiches that are uneaten and bring it to
the pantry.

There, the recovered food is weighed,
logged in and made ready for distribution
to drive-through clients starting at 2 p.m. or
is driven in the all-volunteer effort to local
half-way houses.

In 2024, the pantry’s program recovered
almost 17,000 pounds of food that would
have been discarded. That was more than
double the 7,700 pounds recovered from the
schools in 2023.

“We are always looking for ways in which

we can recover perfectly good food that
would end up in landfills,” pantry director
Jane Merrow wrote in her most recent
newsletter.

Food is recovered from Triton High School,
Newbury Elementary, Salisbury Elementary,
Newburyport High School, Nock Middle
School/Molin Upper Elementary, Pentucket
High School and Ipswich High School. It is
always looking for other schools that have
free lunches.

The Nock Middle School and Molin
Upper Elementary schools set a record last

Continued on page 4
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sty The Town Common
We're looking to print YOUR photos taken in our growing readership area! See page 8 for details!

Amesbury, Mass. Gloucester, Mass. Manchester-by-the-Sea Salisbury, Mass.
Beverly, Mass. Groveland, Mass. Merrimac, Mass. Seabrook, N.H.
Boxford, Mass. Hamilton, Mass. Newbury, Mass. §. Hampton, N.H.
Byfield, Mass. Hampton, N.H. Newburyport, Mass. Topsfield, Mass.
Danvers, Mass. Hampton Falls, N.H. N. Hampton, N.H. Wenham, Mass.

Essex, Mass. Haverhill, Mass. Rockport, Mass. Wiest Newbury, Mass.
Georgetown, Mass. Ipswich, Mass. Rowley, Mass. ..and more!
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How to Submit
Letters to the Editor

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph.
Publisher/Editor, The Town Common

Letters to the Editor provide
a useful way of communicating
concerns, issues, or suggestions to
all members of the community.

The Town Common encourages
all citizens to submit letters
concerning issues of interest and
concern to the local community.

Letters selected for publication
may be edited for length and clarity.
Some letters may serve as a catalyst
for other articles or coverage, and
community leaders and agencies
will be offered an opportunity to
respond to letters concerning their
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and
include a daytime telephone
number.

Letters may be submitted to:

The Editor
c/o The Town Common
77 Wethersfield St.
Rowley, MA 01969
or preferably via e-mail to:
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is
5pm Wednesday (except when a
federal holiday necessitates an
earlier deadline).

The Town Common

serves the communities of the
Upper North Shore of Mass. &
Coastal New Hampshire and
welcomes your participation.
Send your Organization or Group
Notices, Birth or Engagement
Announcements, Photos, Articles
and Letters to the Editor,
by mail, phone, or e-mail to:
77 Wethersfield St., Rowley, MA 01969
978-255-3015

E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com
1 r

The Town Common

Marc Maravalli, Founding Publisher / Editor
editor@thetowncommon.com

Graphic Design Services
graphics@thetowncommon.com

Advertising
advertise@thetowncommon.com

(978) 255-3015

www.thetowncommon.com

The Town Commen is not responsible for typographical
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for
prompt notification of such errors. Advertisers should
notify The Towm Common of any errors in ads
on the first day of issuance.

No credits &/or refunds are offered or implied.

All material and content cannot be duplicated without
written consent of the publisher. The right is reserved to
reject, omit, or edit any copy offered for publication.

Copyright 2004-2025 The Towm Comnon® - Al Rights Reserved
In loving memory of

Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)
Jim Wilson, '20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

Taxpayer Money Makes 'Free Fare' on MEVA Permanent

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

REGIONAL - The colorful buses that
ply the streets and shopping centers of the
Merrimack Valley will keep running fare free
permanently, the first transit authority in the
state to do so.

Originally funded almost three years ago
through federal COVID-19 relief funds and
sustained using state funding from the Fair
Share Amendment, the Merrimack Valley
Transit Authority (MeVa) board voted 15-0
with one abstention this month to make the
free rides permanent.

“MeVas fare-free program has fostered a
multitude of operational, environmental,
and social benefits,” the board was told as
part of a presentation of the business case

for keeping the free fare policy. “This is
incredible news for the Merrimack Valley
and the people who use our service to access
all that life has to offer.”

The business case was completed by the
Merrimack Valley Planning Commission
and the firm Stantec.

“Since transportation is the key to
everything, the positive impact of fare-free
buses has broad reaching impact across all
sectors,” the business case concluded.

It cost MeVa 27 cents of every dollar
to collect fares on its fixed route buses
in 2019 in direct costs. That does not
include ancillary costs such as longer time for
passengers to board the bus.

In addition, the business case concluded
that more people patronized businesses in

the Merrimack Valley, which adds sales tax
revenue and increases access to jobs. The
time that it takes a passenger to board the
bus has been cut in half; reducing idling and
allowing buses to run more efficiently, the
business case states.

As a result, residents are driving less, which
reduces emissions, the report stated.

In a survey of passengers, riders reported
high satisfaction with the bus service. It has
also increased access to medical care and
decreased social isolation.

Because of the fare-free program, ridership
on MeVa has become more demographically
diverse. Half of the riders are Hispanic, and
a third of the riders were born outside the
U.S. More women (about 63 percent) ride
the bus, and riders ages are evenly distributed

Whittier Tech Shuts Down Four Programs

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

HAVERHILL - While considering
steps to merge with Northern Essex
Community College (NECC), Whittier
Regional Vocational Technical High School's
committee voted last week to end or
consolidate several underperforming classes
for next year, including Design and Visual
Communications.

Supt. Maureen Lynch proposed closing
Early Education and Care, Engineering,
Construction Craft Laborer, and Design and
Visual Communications. Each was attracting
less than a handful of ninth -grade students.

Several teachers and graduates spoke at
the beginning of the meeting, urging the

committee to keep the Design and Visual
Communications and the Farly Childhood
Education programs. Only four students
signed up for each for next year.

Only two students signed up for
construction craft, which will probably be
integrated with other construction programs.
A total of four students signed up for Design
and Visual Communications, which is
graduating 14 out of 26 students this year.

Masonry was also on the list, but chair
Scott Wood requested it not be included.
Many ninth graders expressed little interest
in majoring in those programs, and Lynch
said funds for these declining programs were
needed for plumbing and heating and air
conditioning equipment in the 50-year-old

TIDE CHART

JAY'S PAINTING * INTERIOR SPECIALISTS
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE W/ REFERENCES
NEAT, CLEAN & RELIABLE!
LOCAL * FREE ESTIMATES

978-314-0140

building.

She said the school must be “good stewards
for the taxpayers” and must take care of the
students and staff.

To merge the Whittier and NECC
campuses into one on the current NECC
campus, the two institutions continue to
meet to discuss sites for a new Whittier
building, which may be built in part by the
Massachusetts School Building Authority.

Whittier attempted to secure funding for
a new building from the 11 towns and cities
in its district last year, but voters rejected the
$444.6 million project last January.

A closing plan for the underperforming
courses will be reviewed by the state
Department of Elementary and Secondary
Education.

Any students currently enrolled will be
allowed to finish the programs, Lynch said. 4

across working age categories.

One in five MeVa riders earn less than
$10,000 a year, while almost 40 percent
make less than $25,000. Almost two third
makes less than $75,000 a year.

Only 12 percent of riders said they had
access to a private vehicle. About half of all
riders take MeVa buses nearly every day, and
almost 90 percent ride at least once per week.

“Hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts
residents rely on their Regional Transit
Authorities to get to and from work, the
grocery store, doctors appointments and
school. We're proud to be delivering  this
funding to help RTAs keep their service fare
free to save money for riders and encourage
more people to use public transportation,”
Gov. Maura Healey said.

Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll called the results
of the free fare pilot program incredible.
“More riders are saving money by choosing
to take public transportation. We're excited
to be able to support the continuation of
these programs with full state funding,
which will significantly benefit our residents,
communities, businesses and economy.”

MEVA  launched its two-year pilot
program in March of 2022 and extended
it with additional funding for another year.

With revenues in a state of flux, MEVA
has created a development department to
identify and apply for grants from local
foundations, including the Barr Foundation,
and businesses that benefit from MEVAs
ridership.

MEVA is considering other revenue
sources, including advertising on benches
along the route and creating a digital QR
code system for customers to pay for the ride
if they can, Executive Director Noah Berger
said in a recent interview.

“Everything is on the table,” Berger said.

Call for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

Follow us on Instagram
@portgutters

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential & commercial Jobs

*16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MA

portgutters.com
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Groveland Council on Aging Presents
"Empowered Voices" International Women’s Day Panel on March 8

GROVELAND - The Groveland Council
on Aging proudly presents Empowered
Voices, a special International Womens Day
panel celebrating women who are making an
impact in our communities. This inspiring
discussion will take place on Saturday,
March 8, at 2:00 PM at Veasey Park, 201
Washington St, Groveland, MA 01834.

Featuring accomplished women from

diverse fields, the panel will explore
personal and professional journeys, the
challenges they've navigated, and the
actions they are taking to shape their
communities. Empowered Voices offers a
unique opportunity to engage with leaders
across generations, fostering meaningful
conversations on empowerment and
progress.

MBTA ACT Ruling;

Conceptual example

'Unfunded Mandate'

A Statement from the Town of Wrentham on MBTA
Communities Act Determination

WRENTHAM — The following is a
statement from the Wrentham Select Board
and Interim Town Manager Michael King:

The Wrentham Select Board has received
a response to its unfunded mandate
determination request from the Office of
the State Auditor, Diana DiZoglio, through
the Division of Local Mandates (DLM).

In October, the Select Board asked DLM
to provide a determination of whether the
MBTA Communities Act constitutes an
unfunded mandate imposed on cities and
towns by the Commonwealth within the
meaning of the Local Mandate Law, and the
extent of its fiscal impact.

DLM issued a determination on Friday,
Feb. 21, that the MBTA Communities Act
does constitute an unfunded mandate
because the Supreme Judicial Court ruled
the Act is a mandate and because the
existing funding mechanisms do not fulfill
the requirements of the Local Mandate Law.

Municipalities can either continue to
comply with no guarantee of reimbursement
for expenses incurred or, under the Local
Mandate Law, petition the Superior Court
for an exemption from compliance until
funding is provided. The Town still awaits
the issuance of its requested fiscal impact
analysis from DLM, which will determine
the financial costs relative to compliance
with the Act.

The Town Common

is the friendly place
to find new customers.

The affordable solution
for your legal notices,
and ads for businesses
and groups
of all sizes.

Call 978-255-3015 or email
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town of Wrentham is curreny
reviewing the determination with legal
counsel and evaluating next steps. ¢

Facilitated by Elaine Tahmizian Meuse —
Citizen of the World

Event Highlights:

* Insightful discussions from dynamic
women leaders

* Open Q&A session for meaningful
audience engagement

¢ Practical takeaways to inspire and
empower personal and professional growth

This free event is open to all, with an
RSVP strongly encouraged. Learn more
about our panelist and reserve your seat here:

https://www.eventcreate.com/e/
empoweredvoices2025

Empowered Voices aligns with the global
movement of International Women’s Day,
recognizing the strength, wisdom, and
resilience of women shaping communities
and accelerating action for a better future.
This years theme, Accelerate Action,
encourages collective efforts toward gender
equality and social change.

Join us for an afternoon of reflection,
inspiration, and community as we honor the
impact of women’s leadership and advocacy.

Questions or Comments, please contact
the Groveland Council on Aging at 978-
372-1101 or COA@grovelandma.com ¢

Property Management
Repairs & Maintenance
Cleaning

SICK & TIRED OF DEALING WITH RENTER ISSUES?
LET US HELP. IT"'S WORTH IT.

Short-term Rental Marketing & Hosting

Call/Text MARK 978-310-9358
Uniqueedgemanagement.com

+ Don't miss what's going on in ‘B
your community!
Sign up for
The Town Common's

weekly e-mail! Visit:

thetowncommon.com

Ll e

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES

WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF
THE BIACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley
Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Your Solution for
Every Type of Party

MEATBALLS - WINGS -LASAGNA
CHICKEN BROCCOLI ALFREDO
CHICKEN SLIDERS
CHICK PARMESAN
EGGPLANT PARMESAN
ROAST BEEF SLIDERS
WRAP PLATTERS

(978) 356-8800
146 HIGH STREET, [PSWICH, MA
POMODORIPIZZERIA.COM
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Increase Revenue Today!

Bring your web presence up to code with
fresh designs, ads, and more.

Start Creating.

refreshstudio.com

Web Development « Web Hosting
Social Media Marketing  Web Design
SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)
Logo Design ¢ Print Design

Bradley Maravalli
Owner / Developer
978-500-9369

5 OF PIZZA

PIZZA * SUBS * BURGERS
SALADS * STEAK BOMB * CALZONES

978-462-1221

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS

_for You and Your Friends
in the Comfort of Your Own Home

OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Botox, Fillers, Vitamin
Injection & 1V Infusions,
Skin Care Consults

www.oceanseternalmed.com
info@oceanseternalmed.com

978-479-3378 Alison Caram, RN

Fully Licensed & Insured

Sold Single Family Homes

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
978-948-465-5831

www.ferrickmovers.com
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company
USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442

LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST  SF.TYPE BATHS LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73320794 287 Merrimac Street Newburyport, MA AN8751 Detached 2 $699,000 §710,000
73322163 SLD 12 Dunvegan Dr Merrimac, MA AN8279  Detached 3 §799,000 §799,000
73320468 SLD 35 Spofford Street Georgetown, MA AN4281  Detached 2 $775,000 $820,000
73314147 SLD 379 Central St Rowley, MA ANG617  Detached 3 $945,000 $932,500
73312068 SLD 11 Esty Way Groveland, MA AN7144  Detached 3 §1,050,000  $1,010,000
73314315 SLD 6 Wainwright St Ipswich, MA AN4824  Detached 3 $945,000  $1,158,000
73313001  SLD 15 Oakwood Knoll Rd ]pswld'l AN8279  Detached 3 $1,195,000  $1,185,000
73236626 SLD 460 Main Amesbury, MA Salisbury Point  AN7707  Detached 2 §1,218,000  $1,228,000
73312987 SLD 15 Chapel St Newburyport, MA ANG420 Detached 4 §1,275,000  $1,255,000
73312412 SLD 55 Farley Ave Ipswich, MA AN7537  Detached 5 $1,189,000  $1,310,000
73314015 SLD 5 Herrick Road Boxford, MA ANG219  Detached 3 §1,399,000  $1,400,000
73272739 SLD 2 Heartbreak Hill Ipswich, MA (95245 Detached 7 $2,670,000  $2,137,500

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

From TikTok to Town Hall:
How Gen Z Connects with Local News

by Renna Hwang

Did you know that 63% of Gen Z get
their news from social media, while older
generations still rely on newspapers and TV?
These days, you're more likely to hear about
breaking news from a TikTok slideshow than
from a traditional newspaper. But as news
consumption shifts, what does that mean for
local journalism?

Local newspapers, like The Toum Commen,
have always played a crucial role in keeping
communities informed. But in a world of
viral trends and 15-second updates, how do
younger generations stay connected to their
local news? And should we be worried that
we're scrolling past the stories that impact us?

How Gen Z Consumes News

Unlike older generations who grew up
with TV news and print newspapers, Gen Z
gets its news in fast, digestible formats:

¢ TikTok — Quick breakdowns of current
events, often by influencers or random users.

* Instagram & Twitter (X) — Headlines,
memes, and viral discussions make it easy to
stay updated (or misinformed).

* Snapchat’s News Feed & YouTube
— Short explainers that feel more like
entertainment than traditional journalism.

It’s fast, accessible, and engaging but has
downsides—misinformation, lack of depth,
and an algorithm that mostly shows what
you already agree with.

Ms. Lynda Fitzgerald, an English teacher
at The Governor’s Academy who has been
teaching for over 40 years, has some thoughts
on this. “My granddaughter gets all her

information from TikTok, and honestly...
that worries me,” she said.

She’s not alone. Many adults are skeptical
of social media as a reliable news source. “I
listen to local Boston news, and I still read
newspapers and magazines,” she said. “I
don't trust those platforms... and, well,
you all seem to be very dependent on that
10-second-long video.”

While that might be up for debate, one
thing is clear: Gen Z and older generations
get their news in very different ways.

‘Why Local News Still Matters

Social media makes it easy to stay updated
on global news, but it often misses the
local stories that shape our daily lives. That’s
where newspapers like The Town Common
come in.

Ms. Fitzgerald believes local journalism
should be preserved because it connects
people to their communities in ways national
news doesnt. “This is the base of where
politics start,” she explained. “If we didn't
have these local newspapers, there would be
no representation in the long run.”

She also pointed out something many
of us can relate to. “T do get local news on
my phone, but it’s all breaking news—like
a car crash or a shooter,” she said. “I mean,
it's tragic and heartbreaking, but I also want
to know other things happening in my
community. And thats what makes local
journalism important.”

I's a good point. Without local
newspapers, how would we hear about new
businesses, town meetings, or that random

festival happening downtown this weekend?
Can Local News and Social Media
Work Together?

While traditional newspapers are still
crucial, they dont have to compete with
social media. They can adapt. Some local
papers have started using Instagram,
Facebook, and even TikTok to connect
with younger audiences. Imagine The Toum
Common sharing quick news updates through
Instagram reels or breaking downtown
meetings on TikTok.

Could local papers embrace digjtal trends
without losing their identity? Maybe. And
maybe its up to us, Gen Z, to meet them
halfway.

Conclusion: Why We Should Care

As much as we love our fast-scrolling
news, there’s still value in slowing down and
engaging with local journalism. Whether
it’s reading an article online or picking up a
paper at a local café, staying informed about
our town maters.

So, the next time something big happens
in our community, ask yourself: Would you
know about it if you only relied on that
breaking news headline on your phone?
If not, maybe it time to check in with T The
Town Common. +

About the Author: I am Renna Hwang,
a 10th-grade student ar The Governor’s
Academy in Byfield. I've been passionate about
Jowrnalism and writing since a young age.
Now, as a volunteer journalist for The Town
Common, Im excited to explore local stories and
share a fresh perspective on community news.

Leftovers Feed the Needy

Continued from page 1

week on the Friday before winter break when
the pantry collected 873 pounds.

Lehane and Jason are joined by a third
volunteer, Bay James, and could use more
helpers.

The volunteers believe the program also
teaches the students to be less wasteful.
When they finish their lunch, the students
drop their uneaten food into cardboard
boxes rather than in the trash. They know

where the boxes of food are going, said
Allison Lehane, who heads the program.

The pantry also picks up surplus food
from local restaurants and bakeries, making
a nice dinner for happy clients on the
weekend, Merrow said.

“It’s like Meals on Wheels on steroids,”
said Al Jason, one of the volunteers. Merrow
agreed with his description, but added “With
heart.”

The food recovery program, the first ever
in Massachusetts, was started by Lehane,
who was described by her fellow volunteers

FOR MORE STORIES AND UPDATES, VISIT:
The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com

as the “heroine” of the program. Seven years
ago, she was volunteering with both the
Newbury pantry and the Nourishing the
North Schore program, which started the
school recovery effort.

When the Nourishing volunteers, who
collect 70,000 pounds of donated food a
year and distribute it to 3,000 low-income
individuals, decided that collecting from the
schools did not fit its mission, Lehane asked
Merrow if the Newbury pantry would adopt
the program.

At the end of the day Friday, the pantry
delivers any remaining school food to
Salisbury’s Link House and Maris House
that house recovering addiction clients and
to the Pettengill House, which serves low-
income families.

Lehane and Jason agreed that the credit for
the program is with the school staff. “They
are lovely people,” Jason said. “They make
itso easy.” ¢
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Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Service when you need it most.

We Offer:

e Personalized and Traditional Funerals
o Cremations e Graveside Services
o Memorial Services
* Advance Planning Options

Jeffrey E. Megna, CFSP

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763

Masconomet Varsity Girls Soccer team outside the Massachusetts State House on Feb. 10. (Photo Courtesy Masconomet Regional High School)
Masconomet Regional High School Varsity Gitls Soccer Team Visits the
State House Following MIAA Division II State Championship Win

Superintendent  Michael Harvey and
Principal Katie DiNardo are pleased to share
that the Masconomet Regional High School
Varsity Girls Soccer team recently visited the
Massachusetts State House.

The girls' soccer team won the MIAA
Division 1I State Championship in November
2024 and recentdy visited the State House
on Monday, Feb. 10 to commemorate their
accomplishment.

During the visit, the team was given a tour
of the State House and was presented with
individual citations by the local senator and
rstate represenatives. Also during the visit, the

team was invited onto the Senate floor for photo
opportunities, went onto the balcony, and
waved at passersby on the Boston Common.

This is the first time Masconoment
Gitls Soccer has won a state championship
since 1989. The team held a 22-0-1 record
throughout the season, ranking first in their
division, and won the state championship 5-0
over Duxbury. Throughout the season, the team
had 19 shutout games and outscored opponents
101-6. The seniors on the team will leave
Masconomet with a career record of 74 wins,
five losses, and five ties, with three undefeated
regular seasons.

“It has been an incredible honor to watch
these girls achieve their goals and be recognized
for all their hard work throughout the season,”
said Masconomet High School Varsity Girls
Soccer Coach Alison Lecesse. “We had an
amazing time at the State House. It allowed our
team to meet Sen. Tarr and state representatives
and celebrate their accomplishments on a larger
scale.”

The Masconomet Girls Soccer program
has been coached by Lecesse, Assistant Varsity
Coach Dan Bisceglia, Junior Varisty 1 Coach
Krista Marcoulier, and Junior Varsity 2 Coach
Scott Marcoulier. ¢

Upcoming Events

GEORGETOWN
Ecological Gardening Basics
Monday, March 3, 6 PM.
Georgetown Peabody Library
2 Maple St., Georgetown, Mass.

Do you want to start incorporating native
plants in your garden to support our local
ecosystems? Get rid of potentially invasive
plants on your property? Not sure where to
start This lecture will bring you through
the ins and outs of installing a pollinator-
friendly garden or meadow and some best
practices for the most eco-friendly garden
possible. North Shore native plant gardener
Cheryl Rafuse will tell you all about the bees
and buterflies, flowers and shrubs, and the
easiest ways to start incorporating keystone
species into your gardens.

Cheryl Rafuse owns and operates Plant
Magic Gardens in Danvers, MA. They are an
ecologically conscious gardening company
that focuses on planting native plants.
She and her team of top-notch gardeners
design and install gardens, perform garden
maintenance. Cheryl tries to provide
educational opportunities to the community
and her clients about how we can all support
local pollinators and wildlife with our
gardens.

This program is sponsored by the Friends
of the Georgetown Peabody Library.

ROWLEY
The Rowley Democratic Town
Committee Wednesday, February 26
7 pm at the Rowley Public Library
The Rowley DTC provides a forum
to meet like-minded people, learn about
local issues and candidates, and be active

participants in the political process. For any
questions about our meetings or to be added
to our monthly newsletter please check out
our website at www.rowleydemocrats.org,
[Editor's Note: If the Rowley Republicans
decide to create a local committee, we will
post their meeting notices also.]

REGIONAL
Jewish Women's History Month

In celebration of Jewish Women's History
Month, Lappin Foundation, JCCNS, and
NSJCC invite the community to Ballots,
Babies, and Banners of Peace, featuring Dr.
Melissa R. Klapper, Professor of History
and Director of Women's & Gender Studies
at Rowan University. The program will
highlight the untold story of American
Jewish Women'’s Pre-World War II activism
and the long history of American Jewish
women’s involvement in making change
in the world around them. The program
will take place on Wednesday, March
5, 2025, 7:30 p.m. ET on Zoom. The
program is free, and everyone is welcome.
Please register at LappinFoundation.org.
For more information contact Sharon
Wyner at 978-565-4450 or email swyner@
lappinfoundation.org,

MERRIMAC
Mystery Author Event

Saturday, March 22
Love mysteries? Join the Friends of the
Merrimac Public Library for an exciting
mystery author event, “Were Not Making
This Up”, sponsored by Sisters in Crime,
on Saturday, March 22 at 1:00 p.m. at
the Merrimac Public Library. Crime fiction

authors B] Magnani, Edith Maxwell and
Matt Cost will discuss how they use real-life
murders and other events to write compelling
stories. Space is limited, so register now by
signing up at the library or visiting facebook.
com/friendmpl for more information.

Pike Marine

has your new repower
In stock

When purchasing 115 HP and up, rebate available.

Pike Marine

MAking WA\’ES

80 Main St., Essex, MA
978-768-7161

www.pikemarine.com
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Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Service when you need it most.

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763

We Offer:

e Personalized and Traditional Funerals
o Cremations eGraveside Services
 Memorial Services
¢ Advance Planning Options

Jeffrey E. Megna, CFSP

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner
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Stars

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Hav-
ing second thoughts could be a good
thing, even if you’re determined to go
through with your plans. You might
find it worthwhile to take a fresh look
at how things have been set up.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Financial matters could continue
to be a problem until you’re able to
straighten out some of the more pesky
situations. Once this happens, the rest
should be easier to unsnarl.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Fam-
ily matters once again take center
stage and should be dealt with com-
petently and quickly. Again, insist that
others take on their fair share of the
responsibilities.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your
creative pursuits seem to be running
into a roadblock. But rather than
blame outside factors, look within to
see if you might be holding back your
efforts for some reason.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Keep
your keen Cat’s Eye focused on rel-
evant aspects of this new situation in
your life. Don’t be distracted by trivial
matters. You need the pertinent facts
before making a decision.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) As much as you prefer doing
things on your own, continue to
accept help if you still need to resolve
the problem that affects your project.
Meanwhile, some cheerful news is
about to come your way!

LIBRA (September 23 to October

22) While you might begrudge the
added time it will take to get your
project from point A to B to C, etc.,
you could benefit from the facts that
will emerge over this expanded time
span.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Regarding your workplace
suggestions, be prepared to produce
the facts to counter reactions from
skeptics who feel like your approach
is unreasonable or even impossible.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Savvy Sagittarians will
look for work-related answers on their
own rather than relying on unproved
assumptions. It might take more time
to do so, but the payoff is worth it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) Your aspects continue
to favor family issues, with a special
emphasis this week on changes in and
around your home. Get everyone to
suggest what they would like to see
done.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) A matter you thought had been
settled still might produce surprises.
Best advice: Continue to gather facts
to bolster your position just in case
you need to produce them quickly.

PISCES (February 19 to March
20) While your instincts are usual-
ly right when discerning ’twixt truth
and deception, you could benefit
from doing more research on the new
“prospect” that you’ve been pitched.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your wis-
dom is only matched by your gener-
osity, making you the sort of friend
everyone hopes to have.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

TYKES IN THE

Super Crossword SADDLE
ACROSS 45 Joust 94 With 108- 3 Protein unit 38 Lot in life 82 Keaton and
1 Milk-Bone verbally Down, “Piece 4 Blasting stuff 39 Makes the Sawyer
products 46 Words before of cake!” 5 Kept in check decision 83 Not yet final,
10 Legend- “dream” or 96 Memorable 6 1950s Ford 40 Sheriff Andy in law
ary masked “pbe different” periods 7 “l smell —I” Taylors boy 84 Folk stories
swordsman 47 Jazz pianist 97 Squint 8 Yanks 41 PC shortcut 85 Bank offering
15 “Getting out Allison 98 End of the 9 — -cone code 86 Gets on it
of it is not 48 Loft riddle 10 Astrological 42 Barter right away
possible 50 In a very 101 Cottage diagrams 44 Consumer 87 Investigate
for me” uncordial way cheese bits 11 Writer Sarah advocate 88 Checking
20 Stat for a 52 City in lowa 102 Hit the slopes — Jewett Ralph the fit of
baseball 53 Riddle, part 3 103 Alternatives 12 Scan or skim 49 Signaled, 93 One of the
pitcher 57 Not docile to coffees 13 Aries animal as an actor Muses
21 Mountain 58 Serpentine 104 Part of LAPD 14 Ukraine port 51 Pre-euro 95 1984 comedy
nymph of fish 105 Perp catcher 15 “Tell me ltalian money starring Steve
Greek myth 59 Above, 106 Like fishes about it!” 54 Bank of Martin and
22 Can't get in poetry without 16 Ale grain China Tower Lily Tomlin
out of it 60 Gabrielle of appendages 17 Generalized architect 99 React to
23 Start of a volleyball 108 Casino fixture rivalry 55 Power with a quick
riddle 64 Vietnamese 110 Holier- situation connectors breath
25 Santa’s little New Year than- — 18 Zinc — 56 One of the 100 Inflict upon
helpers 65 Grad's gala 112 Rock’s Reed (cosmetics Muses 101 Meal division
26 “Delicious!” 68 Flop 115 Make irate ingredient) 61 He played 105 Tally up
27 Insect 70 Indian royal 116 Riddle’s 19 Brand of Santa in “EIf” 107 Boxer
shares 72 Caméra — answer tortilla chips 62 Recoiled Spinks
28 Told fibs (Cannes 120 Crouch down 24 Gymnast in fear 108 See
29 Attempts to award) 121 Fill with panic Korbut 63 Blackboard 94-Across
hit, as a fly 73 Wear down 122 Vacant 30 Competitor of clearers 109 Apolio’s
31 Hair fixative 75 Actor elected McDonald’s 66 Baltic Sea instrument
32 Ryder Cup Deluise positions and Burger feeder 110 Variety
org. 77 Space 123 1,000-kilo King 67 Tile designs 111 Gardening
33 Manipulator 79 Big city in metric unit 31 Big Swiss city 69 Blocks up tools
34 Prefix with Ontario 124 Conical tent 32 Extol 71 — Hopkins 112 Bread unit
angle 81 Riddle, part 4 125 Analyzed to 33 Toward a University 113 Film director
35 Felt concern 86 Utah winter detect the stream’s 74 Clog-clearing Preminger
38 Riddle, part 2 vacation spot presence of source brand 114 Khrushchev’s
43 Supreme 89 From Tehran 35 Calculate 76 Year division fed.
Norse deity or Tabriz DOWN 36 Ornament 78 Writing 117 Corrida
44 California 90 Ladle, e.g. 1 Like a wet hanger, e.g. assignments cheer
vineyard 91 Concerning lawn at dawn 37 [talian rice 80 Cause to 118 Decay
valley 92 Iris coverer 2 Waikiki locale dish stumble 119 Actor Danson
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 10 |11 [12 |13 |14 15 |16 |17 |18 [19
20 21 22
23 25
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CLASSIFIED ADS

o ALWAYS BUYING
Books, vintage posters,
artwork, comic books,
ephemera, and related
printed material.
Single items and entire
collections sought.

bookaugur@gmail.com
978-518-2298

AMERICAN HOME
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY
Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured.
30 years experience. Free Estimates.

Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283
BALDASSARI PAINTING

Painting Interior/Exterior.

Wallpapering & removal. Free

estimates 781-953-6890 or
978-688-0161

GARY’S JUST STUFF
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT /
SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups,
etc., pick-up and delivery available,
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings
stain killed, repaired, or replaced,
carpentry interior-exterior repairs,
windows repaired and replaced,
gutters cleaned, repaired or
replaced, clean outs and clean ups
of all kinds. General masonry,
all brick work, chimney work,
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

HORSE STALL
AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The
Carriage Barn in Kensington,
NH; 12°x12’ box stall, full
turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140
or email us at carriage-barn@
comcast.net for information.

HELP WANTED

Local Pizza Shop looking for mature,
responsible individuals to join our
team. Cooks, Prep, Front End.
Please call 603.819.6426 for more
information. Looking to fill several
positions. Experience preferred.

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!
$10/week
$30 for 4 weeks
advertise@thetowncommon.com

KRAKEN
GAMING

BUY + SELL « TRADE

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars * G.l. Joe
Transformers
MOTU e Action Figures
Godzilla * Robots
70’s, 80’s, 20’s

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo * Sega
Atari * SNES * Né64
GameBoy * DS ¢ Wii
Xbox e Playstation
POKEMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723

Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke
US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold, -
~—_ foreign world money. ‘a
~ ' Old pocket watches,
wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

) WANTED TO BUY
_“ Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars .
U.S. Silver Dollars ~ ~
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

)

 HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours: L]
Closed on Monday, Private
appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM
Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Experienced

Dog Walker
and Pet Sitter

Brenda Ernst
978-810-5078

MINI Countryman

IMACULATE 2019 Mini Countryman o
All 4 sport, 40,000 mostly highway miles 97?/} 810 51(8)7i§
Manual Transmission ebweaabu ;

Incredible Condition tiful
$23,000 Newburyport, Mass.

The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com

ADAMS

e =
Imaging Systems

B PRINTER RENTAL m TONER AND INK REPAIR &

978-462-9206

ken@adamsimagingsystems.com

LLPUSA.com
LESS LETHAL PROTECTION

“The Alternative to Lethal Force”
Designed to hurt and incapacitate, but not take a life.

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR INDOOR RANGE
MUST BE 18+ to Purchase & Own

Less Lethal Protection is the ONLY Authorized Byrna Dealer
in Northeastern Massachusetts

LESS LETHAL
SELF DEFENSE WEAPONS

‘byrna

Don’t Wait: Buy Yours TODAY!
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Local Winter 2025

& Photos of People/Groups )
i \ | Photo Contest w22
i\

7:00 PM. FRIDAY,

$100 Grand Prize | $50 2nd Place | $25 3rd Place MARCH 7, 2025
Sponoredby Submit to:
™ %B ,QI:U wn @Ummﬂn editor@thetowncommon.com
L lp

For the "Local Winter" contest, we seck photos of local people/groups/activities including restaurants, sports
teams, barbers, law offices, assemblers, shops, bankers, firefighters, police, medical, scouts, you name it!

We're looking to print YOUR photos taken in our growing readership area!

Amesbury, Mass. Gloucester, Mass. Manchester-by-the-Sea Salisbury, Mass.
Beverly, Mass. Groveland, Mass. Merrimac, Mass. Seabrook, N.H.
Boxford, Mass. Hamilton, Mass. Newbury, Mass. S. Hampton, N.H.
Byfield, Mass. Hampton, N.H. Newburyport, Mass. Topsfield, Mass.
Danvers, Mass. Hampton Falls, N.H. N. Hampton, N.H. Wenham, Mass.
Essex, Mass. Haverhill, Mass. Rockport, Mass. West Newbury, Mass.
Georgetown, Mass. Ipswich, Mass. Rowley, Mass. ..and more!
h e
THE FINE PRINT:
All photos to be printed with photographer's name and contact info as you may desire, including any business name.
THE LEGAL DISCLAIMERS:

By submitting to The Towm Common and its affiliates, you grant us an unlimited right to print your photo with
your designated name/contact info, etc. as you desire, in any of our papers and media, at any time and at any
size. You bear the responsibility for any copyright or use releases - as by submitting the photo to us you guarantee
that you have legally taken the photo and that we may print the photos without regard to any legal issues inflicted
upon us by any person either depicted in your photo or otherwise represented. Any legal action will be submitted to
you, and will not be the responsibility of The Towm Commen nor any of its publications nor affiliates or associates or
vendors or personnel. As the originator, while you grant us permission to reprint at any time in any publication,
you retain all rights to the photos submitted, and can use them for any purpose you desire and with any method,
material, publications, or other media. We want to play fair to all involved and we want this to be fun for all, even in
this crazy litigious world. So, let's have fun and make sure everyone is in agreement to have their faces printed!

www.thetowncommon.com

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
..Call Attorney Steven Merritt

» Family Law
» Restraining Orders » Bankruptcy

» Contempt of Court » Landlord/Tenant
» Civil Litigation

Creative
and winning
solutions
stem from

life experience Free Consultation! 978-973-9400

» Criminal Law

» Special Education Law

IPSWICH BEVERAGE

4 N\
WINE SPECIALS

10% off 6 bottles

15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE 2 for $24
Josh RED 2 for $26*

. J

*(excluding some offerings)

146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH

978-356-4322

Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99
Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99
Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99
Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

LeafdFilter

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT! B
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Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

Protect Your Home

Say “NO” to Cleaning
With LeafFilter.

Out Your Gutters.

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

Promo: 285

¥ .

@ B (3o

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION - SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-449-8533

nnnnnn AFTI

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 978-954-3775
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.




