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• Will residents vote yes or no on 
approving such a large tax increase, which 
is estimated to cost the owner of a $750,000 
home an extra $2,000 in 2026 taxes and 
beyond?

the tennis club is engaged in a six-month trial 
in partnership with Recycleballs.org. 

When players are done with the yellow 
balls, instead of throwing them away, they 
put them in one of several green boxes. Each 
box holds about 100 balls, and once full, it 
will be sent postage-paid return to Recycle 
Balls in South Burlington, VT. 

Routinely, players open a new can of 
tennis balls every time they play due to the 
rapid decline in pressure and the lack of 
consistency in previously played balls. Since 
the balls are not a major expense, costing 
$4 for three balls at the club, players often 

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

‘It’s Going to be Bad’ – Town Administrator

Recycle Old Tennis Balls

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

GEORGETOWN – The residents of this 
town are likely to face difficult choices this 
spring in deciding if and how they will 
pay for a proposed $6 million property tax 
increase. 

Town officials – the SelectBoard, the 
Finance Advisory Board and the Town 
Administrator – plan to use the next several 
months to create what they called a “tax 
override menu,” while warning that if the 
ballot gets too complicated, voters will be 
confused and probably vote it down. 

SelectBoard Chair Daryl Lamonica said he 
does not want to give residents only a binary 
choice – yes or no – on the override. “I like 
options,” he said. 

Some possible ballot options are:

NEWBURYPORT – For the 125 million 
tennis balls that Americans throw away each 
year, there has to be a better solution than 
dumping them in landfills and generating 
20,000 tons of methane gas. 

To test if Recycleballs.org., a Vermont-
based, non-profit organization, has come 
up with a better solution, members of the 
Newburyport Tennis Club on Low Street 
are recycling tennis balls, which can take 400 
years to degrade. 

Through the generosity of Lark Madden 
and his father, Martin Madden, a member, 

Question 2 Gone: Now What?
By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
REGIONAL – In a decisive win statewide, 

Massachusetts voters made clear that they do 
not want high schools to require that their 
students pass the MCAS standardized test to 
qualify for graduation. 

What is now not clear is what replaces the 
MCAS test. 

To fill the vacuum the vote created, the 
Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education (DESE) has pushed the question 
to the individual districts, who are scrambling 

to figure out how students will prove they 
are competent enough to graduate.

“It seemed simple at first, but then it got 
more complicated,” said Triton Regional 
Supt. Brian Forget week. He and his board 
have been discussing the issue for weeks. 
“There is no clarity.”

The vote, which passed with almost 
60 percent despite opposition from Gov. 
Maura Healey and other high-ranking 
state officials, took away the graduation 
requirement that all 10th graders pass ninth 
grade biology, algebra one and two, and 

10th grade English. 
Most students passed the MCAS. And 

those who did not were given the opportunity 
in their junior and senior years to retake the 
test to be certified for graduation.

Statewide, only 1,500 to 2,000 students 
have not met the competency requirements. 
This year's graduating seniors will be the first 
class to graduate without the mandate. 

Some students may have to be given a 
waiver, Forget said.

“I feel pretty good about Triton,” he 

Georgetown Police Officer Tristan Straker directs traffic in frigid, single-digit weather while a crew from Joseph P. Carillo & 
Son, Inc. complete emergency winter repairs on a huge vehicle-hurling pothole and depression (apparently caused by a water 
issue). The final patch measured more than 8 x 4 feet on busy Rte. 133 / Andover Street last week.  (Photo: Lonnie Brennan)

From left, Elease Colcord and Carrie Zizza are recycling used tennis balls at the Newburyport Tennis Club. 
(Photo: Stewart Lytle)
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How to Submit 
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor provide 
a useful way of communicating 
concerns, issues, or suggestions to 
all members of the community. 

The Town Common encourages 
all citizens to submit letters 
concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication 
may be edited for length and clarity. 
Some letters may serve as a catalyst 
for other articles or coverage, and 
community leaders and agencies 
will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their 
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and 
include a daytime telephone 
number. 

 Letters may be submitted to: 
 The Editor
 c/o The Town Common
 77 Wethersfield St.
  Rowley, MA 01969 
or preferably via e-mail to:  
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is 
5pm Wednesday (except when a 
federal holiday necessitates an 
earlier deadline).

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

Send your Organization or Group 
Notices, Birth or Engagement 

Announcements, Photos, Articles 
and Letters to the Editor, 

by mail, phone, or e-mail to: 
77 Wethersfield St.,  Rowley, MA 01969

978-255-3015
E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com

Visit 

The Town Common
www.thetowncommon.com

FinCom Tax-Raising Cheerleaders
To the Editor:
If you've watched a Georgetown Finance [and Advisory Committee] meetings, you're 

probably shaking your head: The members have shared that if their latest tax increase - a 
proposed $6 million tax override - doesn’t pass, "we’ll have to cut $800,000 from the budget."

Jeepers, that’s funny math: Mommy, I want $5, so give me $45.
And their plan to get the tax raise passed? The committee members and the chair of the 

board of selectmen have stated that: "we need to educate voters," and the selectman chair said 
in a meeting: "they have to know that if you call the fire department, it's going to take them 
45 minutes to get there to save your foundation."

Really? Scare tactics? 
How about defending every single dollar you spend, starting with all the lawyer, private 

detective, and consultant-from-Rhode-Island mystery money you spent chasing the 
Conservation agents around? 

Janet Pantesti

                                                      June 5 - June 11, 2024 

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

12 Wed 11:11 8.7 11:42 7.6 4:58 0.5 5:36 -0.2 6:42 5:12

13 Thu 11:53 8.6 5:43 0.4 6:15 -0.2 6:40 5:13

14 Fri 12:21 7.8 12:34 8.4 6:25 0.4 6:52 0.0 6:39 5:15

15 Sat 12:59 7.9 1:13 8.2 7:06 0.4 7:29 0.2 6:38 5:16

16 Sun 1:37 7.9 1:54 7.9 7:47 0.4 8:06 0.4 6:36 5:17

17 Mon 2:16 7.9 2:36 7.6 8:29 0.5 8:46 0.7 6:35 5:19

18 Tue 2:57 7.8 3:22 7.2 9:15 0.6 9:29 1.0 6:33 5:20

19 Wed 3:42 7.7 4:11 6.9 10:04 0.8 10:16 1.3 6:32 5:21
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Catherine "Irma" (Wilson) Barrett of Rowley passed away on January 31, 2025, with 
family that never left her side. She was married to Daniel G. Barrett for 57 years prior to 
his passing in 2013.

Irma was the daughter of the late John F. and Irene (Whitty) Wilson. She was born 
on July 10, 1933, in St. Peter's Bay, Prince Edward Island, Canada. She graduated 
from Notre Dame Academy in Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, and then moved 
to Boston, where she lived with family. In her early career, she was an Administrative 
Assistant at State Street Bank, where she met her husband, Dan.

The family would vacation every summer to Prince Edward Island in St. Peter's Bay, 
which she fondly enjoyed. Vacations were spent on the family farm where she grew up, 
and the family had the pleasure of spending memorable times with her relatives and 
friends. Throughout her life, Irma shared countless stories from her childhood and life 
growing up in P.E.I. and spoke frequently about her aunts, uncles, and cousins. This 
meant so much to her.

Nothing gave her greater joy than watching her growing family and enjoying her 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. She loved spending time with both 
generations of grandchildren; from family gatherings to attending football and hockey 
games, school concerts, recitals, and graduations, to then watching their many life 
accomplishments thereafter.

Her Catholic faith was important to her and carried her through challenging times. 
Irma was a member of Saint Mary Parish in Rowley for nearly 70 years. One of her 
special gifts was the ability to help others and create a meaningful impact in people's 
lives, which she was able to instill in her family. Irma is the loving mother of Joseph 
Barrett, fiancé Sharon St. Onge, John Barrett, and Kathryn Haley. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Daniel Barrett; daughters, Ellen Perley and Barbara Barrett; & sons-in-
law, Myles "Chip" Haley and Daniel Perley.

She was the proud grandmother of Danielle, Nicole, Cebastian, McKenzie, Mercedes, 
Danny, and Matthew; great-grandchildren Maxx, Lexi, Lily, Cian, and another baby 
boy due in April 2025. Irma was the last remaining member of her family. She was 
predeceased by her parents and her siblings - Louis, Henry, John, Raymond, and Joan 
Wilson.

She is also survived by several nieces and nephews.
We take comfort in knowing she is reunited with loved ones whom she missed very 

much.
Calling hours were held on Wednesday, February 5, 2025, from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 

p.m., at     F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home of 14 Independent Street, Rowley, MA. 
Mass of Christian Burial was on Wednesday, February 5, 2025, at 1:15 p.m., at St. Mary 
Parish, Rowley. Interment was at Rowley Burial Ground, 133 Main Street, Rowley, MA.

 To light a memorial candle or to leave a message of condolence, 
please visit www.fsrobertsandson.com.

~ Arrangements entrusted to F. S. Roberts & Son Funeral Home ~

Catherine “Irma” Barrett
July 10, 1933 – January 31, 2025

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

Letters To The Editor
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Caroline C. Cottrell (Photo provided by the Newburyport Black History Initiative)

Every Type of Party
Your Solution for

LASAGNAMEATBALLS WINGS

ROAST BEEF SLIDERS

CHICKEN BROCCOLI ALFREDO

WRAP PLATTERS

CHICKEN SLIDERS

CHICK PARMESAN

EGGPLANT PARMESAN

146 HIGH STREET, IPSWICH, MA
POMODORIPIZZERIA.COM

(978) 356-8800

Black Nannies and Maids Honored  - Newburyport Black History Initiative's Newest Plaque
By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

–––––––––––––––––
NEWBURYPORT – The Newburyport 

Black History Initiative (NBHI) unveiled 
Sunday its latest informative plaque to 
inform and honor the black domestic 
workers who worked and lived in the city,

The NBHI, which has erected 11 
informative plaques around the city 
honoring black residents who once lived 
and worked here, honored Caroline C. 
Cottrell, the nanny for the Morrill family 
and specifically Gayden Morrill, the only 
child, who grew up to be one of the city’s 
most acclaimed mayors.

At the invitation of Rev. Rebecca Bryan, 
a service was held at the Universal Unitarian 
Church, where the Morrills attended church 
and owned Pew 13.  NBHI co-founder 
Dr. Cyd Raschke made a presentation and 
conducted a panel discussion about the role 
domestic servants played after the Civil War 
in Newburyport.

Around 1900, nearly 40 percent of 
the Black women living in Newburyport 
worked as domestic servants. They often 

worked 12- to 18-hour days and were on-call 
seven days a week, raising children, cleaning 
and cooking. 

The women wore white, high-collared, 
long-sleeved dress uniforms so their role was 
immediately recognizable. Although it was 
common for employers to say their servants 
were part of the family, they often suffered 
from low pay for their long hours and were 
dependent on the family. 

Caroline C. Cottrell, born in 1856 into 
slavery in North Carolina, was freed after the 
Civil War and later moved with her parents 
to Chattanooga, TN. There she likely met 
Mary R. Hamilton, future wife of banker 
Frank F. Morrill. Cottrell is listed as a witness 
on the Morrills’ 1884 marriage certificate. 

After the Morrills settled in Newburyport, 
Cottrell joined them as their live-in servant 
at 209 High Street. Cottrell, who was literate 
and wrote beautifully, worked for the family 
for decades and helped raise their only child, 
Gayden W. Morrill.

As mayor between 1932 and 1935, 
Gayden Morrill oversaw the construction 
of the Newburyport High School. He was 

devoted to his nanny throughout his life.
“Who knows if the high school would 

have been built on time and on budget if it 
were not for her?” Rashke asked. 

“Servants were undervalued in the roles 
they played after the Civil War,” she said in 
an interview.

The text on the sign, written by two other 
NBHI founders, Dr. Kabria Baumgartner, 
an associate professor of History and 
Africana Studies at Northeastern University 
and senior city planner Jordie Vining, states: 
“Although domestic work often fractured 
servants’ home lives and family ties, Caroline 
was able to maintain connections with her 
relatives down south. Caroline mailed a 
postcard to her niece and namesake Carrie 
in Chattanooga in 1913 that subsequent 
generations kept tucked inside the family 
bible. Caroline also sent home a photo 
of herself in Newburyport with Irish-
born servant Maggie Reardon, whom she 
described as her best friend. “

She died on her 62nd birthday of stomach 
cancer. According to the plaque, “The 
pastor of the old Baptist Church, which is 

located nearby up Green Street, conducted 
the funeral service, and she was buried in 
the Morrill family cemetery plot in nearby 
Amesbury.”

Frank Morrill delivered two trunks of 
possessions and life savings to her brother 
Albert in Chattanooga. She had accumulated 

more than $2,500 in U.S. Liberty War 
Bonds, the equivalent of more than $50,000 
today.

To learn more about the NBHI, visit 
https://www.cityofnewburyport.com/
planning-development/newburyport-black-
history-initiative.    ♦

255 Newburport Turnpike
ROWLEY

G2BackStageSalonandSpa.com

SALON + SPA
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595$
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Sold Single Family Homes
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831
www.ferrickmovers.com

USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company

      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73322950 SLD 36 Heath Road Merrimac, MA AN5852 Detached 1  $250,000   $225,000 
73318074 SLD 27 Rollins St Groveland, MA AN3817 Detached 1  $299,900   $401,000 
73324511 SLD 509 Haverhill St Rowley, MA AN1237 Detached 2  $600,000   $650,000 
73319089 SLD 36 Lakemans Lane Ipswich, MA AC1087 Detached 3  $749,000   $795,000 
73301368 SLD 50 Ashland St Newburyport, MA AN6420 Detached 2  $899,900   $899,000 

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

Georgetown Override?

MCAS Gone ...

Post-Fire Cleanup, Pentucket 
Reopens with Thanks

Buses in Groveland, MeVA and COA Rides

WEST NEWBURY – Pentucket Regional Middle High 
School reopened for classes on Wednesday, Jan. 29, as 
remediation following a weekend fire continued.

The kitchen area and other impacted areas have been cleared for 
student and staff use. Walls, floors, and flat surfaces have been cleaned, 
and all air filters and fire extinguishers have been replaced. The robotics 
and shop area were also shortly re-opened.

The auditorium sustained smoke damage and was sealed off pending 
appropriate remediation. 

The fire, deemed accidental, originated at the rear of the auditorium. 
Members of the Robotics team, a Pentucket staff member, and a West 
Newbury police officer quickly extinguished the flames. No one was 
injured.

The administration is also developing a schedule to make up the two 
missed class days.

“All things considered, this could have been much worse,” 
Superintendent Bartholomew said. “Thank you to our staff members 
who made sure our students can return to classes as quickly as possible. 
We also thank our community for its support and patience as we 
navigate the next few days and weeks.” ♦

GROVELAND – Good means of transportation is 
an important issue for everyone. In a semi- rural suburb 
like Groveland, it seems we either drive everywhere, walk 
or use a bike to get around. However, there is another 
alternative, public transportation. Right here in Groveland 
we are serviced by Merrimack Valley Transit Authority 
or MEVA and there are two lines with several stops. 
The first is Line 18, which can take you to Washington 
Square in Haverhill. The second is Line 11 which goes to 
downtown Newburyport. All the schedules are available on 

mevatransit.com. The best news is that all rides on these 
buses are free. Why not try a trip to Newburyport and 
avoid the parking hassles? In a future story we will detail 
other car-free trips.

For Groveland residents aged 60 and over, the Council 
on Aging also offers rides near and far. Check out the 
options on the town website - grovelandma.com/council-
on-aging or call the COA at 978-372-1101. Whether 
you’re headed to Veasey Park, the library, Town Hall, a hair 
salon, a medical appointment, or simply visiting friends, 

the COA van can make getting around easy and stress-free. 
All transportation options provide convenient door-to-
door service.  ♦

said. Only “a small handful of students” have not demonstrated 
competency to graduate.  

Last month, Healey created the K-12 Statewide Graduation 
Council, which is charged with developing proposals by the end 
of the year.

“Massachusetts has the best schools in the country, and we 
want to stay that way,” Healey said. “To keep this high standard of 
excellence, I believe that students, families, schools and employers 
should know exactly what a diploma earned in Massachusetts 
represents.”

Critics of the rule change feared school districts will set 
different graduation rules and diminish the value of a diploma. 

Forget asked what is now the definition 
of mastery. “It is certainly passing with more 
than 50 percent,” he said. But what else?

What happens if a student moves into the 
school in the upper years? the superintendent 
asked.

For students who do not qualify for 
graduation, there has to be an appeals 
process, Forget said.

Forget, like other superintendents, has 
asked top staff members to develop a proposal 
for new standards that can be presented to 
the school board. They are gathering ideas 
from colleagues in other districts, but “People 
are all over the place,” Forget said.  ♦

• Will the tax increase be spread over two years -- $4 million 
next year and $2 million the following year – as the town’s Finance 
Advisory Committee voted?  

• Will voters be allowed to approve tax increases separately for 
specific departments and functions, such as the schools, police and 
fire enhancements? 

• Will the voters agree to put about $1 million in reserve funds, 
including a special needs student fund, to avoid having to vote 
again on tax increases for five years? 

The town turned down a proposed $2.5 million tax override 
last year. If Town Meeting or the voters turn down a tax override 
in May, Town Administrator Orlando Pacheco and his finance 
team project that the current operating budget will have to be cut 
by $800,000.

Alicia Raspa, the finance advisory committee vice chair, said 
if the override is defeated, the town may not be able to fund 
the Council on Aging or the fire department may have to stop 
providing overnight service. Pacheco said having the library open 
on Thursdays may be a luxury the town cannot afford.

If Town Meeting approves the tax increase, the town would 
hold an election for the voters to approve or reject the increase. 

Committee Chair Ed Dobie, who personally favored asking for 
a one-year $6 million increase, described the town as being at a 
“crossroads.” He said he is worried about whether the residents 
will approve such a large tax increase, but equally worried that 
they won’t vote for it. 

How did Georgetown get in this predicament? 
Lamonica at last week’s meeting noted that the last override 

Georgetown approved was 13 years ago. And Pacheco explained 
that the state’s payment to the town is about 1 percent per year. 
With inflation, required services from the state and demands from 
the residents for improved services, the town’s budget rises much 
faster than 1 percent.  

As a result, the town has used reserve funds, including 
$500,000 last year, and one-time revenue increases to postpone 
a large override, officials said. Now the town is forced to choose 
between less services and higher taxes. 

Over the next several months, each department head will 
be asked to present to the SelectBoard and Finance Advisory 
Committee what cuts could be made in the department’s 
operations. ♦

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

ken@adamsimagingsystems.com

ADAMS
Imaging Systems

PRINTER RENTAL TONER AND INK REPAIR

978-462-9206

SICK & TIRED OF DEALING WITH RENTER ISSUES?
LET US HELP. IT’S WORTH IT. 

Short-term Rental Marketing & Hosting
Property Management
Repairs & Maintenance
Cleaning

Call/Text MARK 978-310-9358
Uniqueedgemanagement.com

Photos by Mike Dempsey, Groveland Comunity News
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Groveland firefighters work at the scene of a chimney fire at 152 King St. (Courtesy Groveland Fire Department)

Groveland Fire Department Extinguishes 
Chimney Fire in Home on King Street

GROVELAND –  On Monday, Jan. 27, 
at approximately 5:19 p.m., the Groveland 
Fire Department was called to 152 King St., 
for a report of a possible structure fire.

Companies arrived to find a fire in a wood 
stove’s metal chimney. Companies quickly 
stretched a line to keep the fire contained to 
the chimney.

Fire damage was contained to the chimney, 
but the home suffered some smoke damage.

Firefighters from Georgetown provided 
mutual aid at the scene, and firefighters from 
West Newbury provided station coverage. 
West Newbury firefighters responded to 

a medical call in town while covering the 
fire station. Groveland Police provided 
assistance at the scene.  

The cause of the fire was determined to 
be creosote buildup in the chimney. Chief 
Valentine instructed the homeowner to have 
the chimney cleaned and reassembled before 
using it again.

“The first responding company did a 
great job of getting a hose line stretched 
so we could keep this fire contained to the 
chimney,” said Chief Valentine. “As always, 
I want to thank our mutual aid partners for 
supporting us.”  ♦

Georgetown Fire Department Responds to Rollover Crash on I95
GEORGETOWN – Chief Matt 

McKay reports that the Georgetown Fire 
Department responded to a rollover crash 
on Interstate 95 on Tuesday that required 
one passenger to be transported by medical 
helicopter. 

On Tuesday, Feb. 4, at about 6:36 p.m., 
Georgetown Fire was called to I-95 in the 
area of Tenney and Jewett streets for reports 
of a vehicle that had rolled over. 

Responding crews found a utility van in 
the wooded area off the road that appeared 
to have struck a tree and rolled onto its side, 
pinning the driver in the vehicle. 

The passenger of the vehicle was able to 
exit the vehicle on their own and did not 
suffer from any injuries. 

Crews used battery-powered spreaders, 
fire rescue cutters and rams to extricate the 
driver, whose legs had been pinned under 
the dashboard, from the vehicle. The driver 
was transported via medical helicopter to 
Boston Medical Center with injuries that are 
believed to be serious. 

Both sides of the Interstate were shut 
down for a significant amount of time due 
to the crash before the scene was eventually 
cleared at about 8:51 p.m. 

Mutual aid was provided by Rowley and 
Newbury Fire and Atlantic EMS. 

This was one of three incidents 
Georgetown Fire responded to within the 
hour on Tuesday night. When the call for 
the rollover crash came in, on-duty personnel 
were handling another medical call. A third 
call for reports of a burning smell in a nearby 
home came in while crews were still on scene 
at the crash.  ♦

The driver of a utility van was extricated and transported to the hospital via medical helicopter following a rollover 
crash. (Photo Courtesy Georgetown Fire Department).

Gloucester Fire Dept. Welcomes New 
Member from Mass. Firefighting Academy

GLOUCESTER – Fire Chief Eric Smith 
is pleased to report that the Gloucester Fire 
Department’s newest member graduated from 
the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy. 

Firefighter Samuel M. LoGrande graduated 
from the 327th Career Recruit Training class 
at the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy. 

Firefighter LoGrande is a Gloucester 
native, and continues a family tradition as 
he joins the Gloucester Fire Department. 
Firefighter LoGrande is the son of Deputy 
Fire Chief Tom LoGrande and nephew of 
Captain Matteo LoGrande.

He is a graduate of Gloucester High School, 
and holds a Bachelor of Science degree from 
the University of New Hampshire. Firefighter 
LoGrande is continuing studies toward 
becoming a paramedic as well. 

“The LoGrande family has served 
the community with the Gloucester Fire 
Department for over three decades now, and 
I’m pleased to welcome Sam as the latest 
member of the family to join our ranks,” said 
Chief Smith. “I am confident Sam will have 
a productive career with the Gloucester Fire 
Department.”   ♦

Firefighter Samuel M. LoGrande, in his graduation photo from the Massachusetts Firefighting Academy. 
(Courtesy Gloucester Fire Department)

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS 
for You and Your Friends 

in the Comfort of Your Own Home
OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Botox, Fillers, Vitamin 
Injection & IV Infusions,

Skin Care Consults

Alison Caram, RN
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.oceanseternalmed.com
info@oceanseternalmed.com

978-479-3378

Happy Valentines Day
from

The Town Common
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The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership

Call 978-255-3015 or email 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) All 
that flattery and fawning shouldn’t 
affect any decision you have to make. 
Keep your focus on the facts and 
ignore all the hyperbole, especially if 
it gets uncomfortably personal.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Your 
Bovine instincts are on the mark about 
a “favor” that you’re being asked to 
do. Agree to nothing unless you get 
a full explanation, which you would 
check out first, of course.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) A 
somewhat-unsettled recent period 
should give way to a smoother time 
going through the week. Use this qui-
eter time to catch up on matters that 
you might have had to let slide.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Feel-
ing a little confused is understand-
able with all those mixed messages. 
Take time to list the questions you 
have. Then present them and insist on 
answers that make sense.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Cupid 
can be very helpful for Lions seeking 
a love connection. The chubby cher-
ub also brings warm and fuzzy feel-
ings to paired Leos and Leonas who 
already share a special love line.

VIRGO (August 23 to Septem-
ber 22) Travel is favored this week, 
whether you’ll be globe-trotting or 
taking a trip to a nearby getaway. You 
might be surprised (or maybe not) by 
the person who wants to be your trav-
eling companion.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Getting advice on your next busi-
ness-related move is a good idea but 
only if your advisers are trustworthy. 
Get references you can check out 
before you make any decisions.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Getting a boost in your self-es-
teem is one benefit that comes with a 
job well-done. There are other plusses 
as well, including being noticed by all 
the right people. Good luck!

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Make time to deal with 
family matters, especially where they 
concern your elderly kinfolk. Being 
there for them from the start can help 
resolve problems sooner rather than 
later.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Getting a project started 
can often be difficult, but the good 
news is that you won’t want for lack 
of assistance from colleagues who 
would like to work with you. So, let 
them!

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) A lot of work-related issues 
might be raised this week, and you 
need to be prepared for whatever 
comes along. Things should be easier 
when it comes to matters in your pri-
vate life.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
What might appear to be a very much 
unwanted change in your life right 
now could turn out to be a very wel-
come event after all. Give yourself a 
chance to see where it might take you.

BORN THIS WEEK: You exercise 
your strong leadership qualities well, 
which is why people believe in you 
and feel reassured by you.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

We Offer:

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3), Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

Personalized and Traditional Funerals

Advance Planning Options

Cremations Graveside Services
Memorial Services

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400
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The Town Common
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AMERICAN HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured. 
30 years experience. Free Estimates. 
Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. 
Wallpapering & removal. Free 
estimates 781-953-6890 or 

978-688-0161 

GARY’S JUST STUFF 
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT / 

SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn 
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups, 
etc., pick-up and delivery available, 
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings 
stain killed, repaired, or replaced, 
carpentry interior-exterior repairs, 
windows repaired and replaced, 
gutters cleaned, repaired or 
replaced, clean outs and clean ups 
of all kinds. General masonry, 
all brick work, chimney work, 
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

Local Pizza Shop looking for mature, 
responsible individuals to join our 

team. Cooks, Prep, Front End.
Please call 603.819.6426 for more 
information. Looking to fill several 

positions. Experience preferred.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE UPDATE 
GEORGETOWN PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby provided that the Town of Georgetown Planning Board will conduct 
a public hearing pursuant to M.G.L. c.40A, Sec. 5, on proposed amendments to the 
Zoning Bylaw and Zoning Map of the Town of Georgetown to create a new Multi-
Family Overlay District in which Multi-Family Housing is allowed as of right in 
satisfaction of the requirements of G.L. c.40A, s.3A.

The public hearing will be held on Wednesday, 12 MARCH 2025 at 7:15 p.m. This 
hearing will be held virtually via Zoom, at which time all interested persons may appear 
and be heard in relation thereto. The link to the Zoom meeting will be available on the 
Planning Board’s agenda which can be found on the Town’s Calendar of Upcoming 
Events at www.Georgetownma.gov 48 hours prior to the Public Hearing. The full text 
of the proposed amendments and potential map are on file and available for inspection 
during normal business hours at Town Hall in the Planning Office, 1 Library Street, 
Georgetown, MA and can be viewed online at: https://georgetownma.gov/government/
boards___commissions/planning_board/proposed_zoning_amendments/index.php

Information about the State’s MBTA 3A multi-family housing available at: https://
www.mass.gov/info-details/multi-family-zoning-requirement-for-mbta-communities

The above-cited remote meeting connection information will be included on the 21 
MARCH 2025 Planning Board meeting agenda, which will be posted on the Town of 
Georgetown website no less than 48 hours prior to the meeting. Further, the meeting will 
be broadcast live on the Georgetown Local Access Cable TV Channel 9. Video recordings 
of this meeting, and all Georgetown Planning Board meetings may be found at www.
georgetownma.gov by choosing the Community TV option.

Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86453474101 Meeting ID: 86453 474101  
Passcode: 387479

For more information about these Public Hearings or if you were unable to attend 
the hearing and would like to communicate your concerns or questions about this 
application, please send an eMail to the Town Planner at FOConnor@GeorgetownMA.
gov. Written correspondence received before noon on the day of the hearing will be 
accepted and read into the record.

Frank O’Connor, Jr.
Planner for Town of Georgetown                                                       2/12 (2/19)

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 7:45 pm to consider a Request for 
Determination of Applicability application filed by Osprey Court LLC c/o Timothy 
McManus for proposed installation of a boulder retaining wall, impervious barrier, 
and grading for a subsurface sewage disposal system within 100' Buffer Zone to 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands at 5 Osprey Court (Map 19, Parcel 10, Lot 3) in 
Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman
Rowley Conservation Commission                                                           2/12 

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as 
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 8:00 pm to consider a Request for 
Determination of Applicability application filed by Osprey Court LLC c/o Timothy 
McManus for proposed installation of subsurface infiltrator, grading, loam and seed 
within 100' Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands at 6 Osprey Court (Map 
19, Parcel 10, Lot 4) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman
Rowley Conservation Commission                                                           2/12

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, 
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 18, 2025 at 8:15 pm to consider a 
Notice of Intent application filed by Osprey Court LLC c/o Timothy McManus  
for proposed construction of a single family dwelling, decks, garage, walkways, 
driveway, subsurface infiltrator, boulder landscape walls, retaining walls, grading 
and associated utilities within 100' Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands at 
2 Osprey Court (Map 19, Parcel 10, Lot 6) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman
Rowley Conservation Commission                                                           2/12

CLASSIFIED ADS

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!

$10/week
$30 for 4 weeks 

advertise@thetowncommon.com

HELP WANTED

2019 Mini Countryman
All 4 sport, 38,000 miles 
Manual Transmission
Great condition 
$26,500

978-810-5078
Viewable in

beautiful 
Newburyport, Mass.

MINI COUNTRYMAN

HORSE STALL 
AVAILABLE

Horse stall available at the The 
Carriage Barn in Kensington, 

NH; 12’x12’ box stall, full 
turnout and board for $680/

month. Please call 603-378-0140 
or email us at carriage-barn@
comcast.net for information.

Experienced 
Dog Walker

and Pet Sitter
Brenda Ernst

978-810-5078

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 12 - 6 PM
Saturday 10:30 AM - 4 PM

Sunday 12 - 6 PM

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

ELECTRICIAL? HEATING OIL 
PROVIDER?

$20/WEEK GETS
YOU THIS PREMIUM

AD THAT
EVERYONE READS

IN 

The Town Common
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Don't miss what's going on
 in your community!  

Sign up for 
The Town Common's

weekly e-mail! 
Visit thetowncommon.com

and sign up today!

Visit 

The Town Common

www.thetowncommon.com
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Where do The Town Common advertisers find their new customers?
WE REACH CUSTOMERS IN YOUR TOWN AND IN THE REGION!!!

ADVERTISE IN The Town Common – BE PART OF OUR EXCITING 2025 GROWTH!
Amesbury, Beverly, Boxford, Essex, Georgetown, Groveland, Hamilton, Ipswich, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley, 
Salisbury, Topsfield, Wenham, West Newbury, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, Rye, Seabrook ... and growing!

Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99

*(excluding some offerings)

Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99

10% off 6 bottles
15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE  2 for $24
Josh RED 2 for $26*

Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

WINE SPECIALS

146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH
978-356-4322

IPSWICH BEVERAGE
Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5−year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 978−954−3775
to schedule your free quote!

The Town Common
www.thetowncommon.com

LESS LETHAL PROTECTION

136 Newbury Street - Rte. 1 South, Peabody, Mass.

Tues-Sat
11 am - 5 pm

Sun
10 am - 2 pm

Don’t Wait: Buy Yours TODAY!

“The Alternative to Lethal Force”

LESS LETHAL
SELF DEFENSE WEAPONS

Don’t possess or are UNABLE to get a Firearms License or FID card?
Have a firearm but you don’t ever want to take a life?
Looking for a weapon you can travel with - Interstate friendly in all 50 states?
Want a weapon that’s TSA APPROVED to check with your luggage in all 50 states?

Designed to hurt and incapacitate, but not take a life.

Less Lethal Protection is the ONLY Authorized Byrna Dealer
in Northeastern Massachusetts

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY ON OUR INDOOR RANGE
MUST BE 18+ to Purchase & Own

(978) 587-5780

Want to protect yourself and your family in your home, car, and in public?

LLPUSA.comContinued from page 1
Recycle Tennis Balls

threw them away or toss them in the trunk 
of their car.

Wilson Sporting Goods is the nonprofit's 
lead sponsor, and Recycle Balls has more than 
4,000 individuals and clubs participating 
across the country. This organization was 
founded in 2016 by a tennis player who 
realized the cost of dumping used balls into 
landfills was too high.

RecycleBalls, which estimates 7.2 billion 
tennis balls have been sold since they were 
created in 1874, grinds them down and 
strips off the felt to make what it calls 
GREEN GOLD.

Green Gold goes into making an 
innovative surface on new hard courts. About 
10,000 recycled balls will make the material 
to resurface a court that offers fantastic 
playability and are super durable. They also 
have better shock absorption compared to 
other types of courts. 

But tennis court surfaces are not the 
only thing recycled balls are used for. The 
rubber is thrown in horse paddocks and 
arena surfaces and are used in running 
tracks, mulch for potted plants and in certain 
building materials, such as stucco on houses. 

Don’t worry, the company knows its 
recycling tennis balls may cause dogs and 
their owners some heartburn. So RecycleBalls 
also offers “NO TRASH” dog balls. Dog 
caregivers can buy them on eBay and then 
return them for recycling at no charge. 

This way, dogs can always have tennis balls 
to chase after.  ♦


