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Peabody's Lahey Clinic Patient Lance Blais with staff (Photos provided by Lance Blais)

Aerial view of Harry Lee Cole Elementary School with 
roof section highlighted in red

Groveland Handyman Turning Frowns 
Upside Down

Boxford Invited 
Into MSBA 

Accelerated Repair 
Program for 

Harry Lee Cole 
Elementary School 
Roof Replacement

Richard Jones in his City Hall office (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

Celebrated Artist Richard Jones 
Retires as Newburyport City Clerk
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By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT – Richard Jones, who 
is retiring this month as city clerk, told a 
story last week of how he bristled recently 
when he was told “at least you have a hobby.” 

“It’s not a hobby,” Jones said with a smile 
and twinkle in his eye.

To him, being an artist is his job. “I’ve 
always done art and something else,” he said 
last week. 

“Something else” for the 74-year-old icon 
of city hall has been keeping city hall running 
smoothly for the last 19 years from drafting 
ordinances to securing passports and dog 
licenses to marrying couples. Before that, 
he was a lawyer, a software engineer and for 
eight years the city’s solicitor until he was 
fired for putting a campaign sign in his front 
yard supporting a candidate who lost his bid 
for reelection as mayor.

GROVELAND / REGIONAL – Lance 
Blais, a popular handyman who lives in 
Groveland, was diagnosed with lung cancer 
two years ago. The Army veteran had a 
portion of a lung removed and began 
chemotherapy treatments. 

At three-week intervals, when he went for 
his treatment at the Lahey Clinic in Peabody, 
he found the other patients and many of the 

For most of his adult life, Jones has been a 
prolific painter of portraits and street scenes 
in Newburyport, Boston, Nantucket and 
anywhere he could set up an easel. 

His love of painting started when he walked 
into his neighbor’s room as a freshman at the 
College of the Holy Cross. The young man, 
who had graduated from Phillips Exeter 
Academy, had several paintings hanging on 
his walls. 

“Who painted these?” Jones asked. When 
the student told him he had, Jones raced 
off to the dean to change his major to art 
and sign up for his first painting class. 
“Holy Cross had good drawing classes,” he 
said. He took watercolor painting his first 
semester because the oil painting class was 
fully booked. 

He has been painting watercolors and oil 
paintings ever since. But the practical Jones 

staff, “moping about.” 
“I couldn’t stand it. I had to do something,” 

Blais said. He turned to his lifetime of skills, 
including sewing, for a way to turn those 
frowns upside down. 

At his next appointment in October, he 
wore one of his favorite Halloween costumes. 
He walked into the Lahey linic as an elderly 
woman with large dentures, pink hair 
curlers under a bright pink scarf, wearing a 

BOXFORD – The Town of Boxford and 
the Boxford School Committee are excited 
to announce that the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority (MSBA) has invited 
Harry Lee Cole Elementary School into its 
Accelerated Repair Program (ARP). This 
partnership will focus on a partial roof 
replacement for Roof Section A, identified 
as a priority in the Town’s Statement of 
Interest. The design process is scheduled to 
commence in spring 2025.

Dr. Scott Morrison, Superintendent of the 
Tri-Town Union, expressed gratitude for this 
opportunity: “We are deeply thankful to the 
MSBA for their partnership in addressing 
critical infrastructure needs at Harry Lee 
Cole Elementary School. This collaboration 
underscores the Town and School 
Committee’s commitment to maintaining 
and improving our school facilities for the 
benefit of students and staff.”

Boxford Town Administrator Matt 
Coogan praised the proactive efforts of the 
Tri-Town Union and the Boxford School 
Committee: “This achievement highlights 
the exceptional forward-thinking and 
collaborative approach of the Tri-Town 
Union and School Committee. Their 
dedication to proactive capital planning 
and securing external funding sources, like 
the MSBA ARP, helps reduce the financial 
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How to Submit 
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor provide 
a useful way of communicating 
concerns, issues, or suggestions to 
all members of the community. 

The Town Common encourages 
all citizens to submit letters 
concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication 
may be edited for length and clarity. 
Some letters may serve as a catalyst 
for other articles or coverage, and 
community leaders and agencies 
will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their 
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and 
include a daytime telephone 
number. 

 Letters may be submitted to: 
 The Editor
 c/o The Town Common
 77 Wethersfield St.
  Rowley, MA 01969 
or preferably via e-mail to:  
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is 
5pm Wednesday (except when a 
federal holiday necessitates an 
earlier deadline).

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

Send your Organization or Group 
Notices, Birth or Engagement 

Announcements, Photos, Articles 
and Letters to the Editor, 

by mail, phone, or e-mail to: 
77 Wethersfield St.,  Rowley, MA 01969

Phone: 978-432-9669
E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com

Don't miss what's going on in 
your community!

Sign up for 
The Town Common's

weekly e-mail!  Visit:
thetowncommon.com

                                                      June 5 - June 11, 2024 

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437

Date
High Low

AM ft PM ft AM ft PM ft Rise Set Moon

15 Wed 12:02 7.6 12:12 8.9 6:00 0.4 6:39 -0.5 7:09 4:36

16 Thu 12:46 7.6 12:56 8.7 6:46 0.5 7:21 -0.3 7:08 4:37

17 Fri 1:29 7.7 1:40 8.4 7:31 0.6 8:02 -0.1 7:08 4:38

18 Sat 2:11 7.7 2:24 8.1 8:16 0.7 8:44 0.2 7:07 4:40

19 Sun 2:55 7.7 3:10 7.7 9:04 0.8 9:27 0.5 7:06 4:41

20 Mon 3:40 7.6 3:59 7.3 9:53 0.9 10:12 0.8 7:06 4:42

21 Tue 4:27 7.6 4:51 6.9 10:45 1.0 11:00 1.1 7:05 4:43

22 Wed 5:16 7.5 5:45 6.6 11:40 1.0 11:51 1.4 7:04 4:45
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NEWBURYPORT – The YWCA Greater Newburyport is excited to host its Annual 
Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration Breakfast on Monday, January 20, 2025. The 
event will feature Keynote Speaker: Katrina “Kat” Hobbs Everett. “Kat” is an anti-racist, 
activist, educator whose mission statement is to “Constantly Cultivate Community.” She 
made history as the first Black woman and first woman of color to be elected to the Haverhill 
City Council.

Internationally acclaimed poet and local Newburyport resident, Rhina P. Espaillat will 
share some of her original work at the event. The Nancy E. Peace Action Against Prejudice 
Award will be presented to Ghlee E. Woodworth in honor of her work.

YWCA is grateful to Brine for coordinating and donating the meal for this year’s event. 
We are grateful to the Garrison Inn for their sponsorship of the event and our community 
partners.

Tickets for this year’s event are $10 for students/teachers and $20 for adults. Tickets will be 
available through January 16, 2025. The event will begin at 9:30 AM on January 20th at the 
Newburyport Senior Center. To purchase tickets and for more information on the YWCA 
Greater Newburyport please visit: www.ywcanewburyport.org, or call 978-465-YWCA.

YWCA Greater Newburyport is dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women and 
creating peace, justice, dignity and freedom for all. ♦

WENHAM – Wenham Museum Board 
of Trustees has named Sarah Sosa-Acevedo 
the new Executive Director of Wenham 
Museum, which celebrated its 100th 
anniversary in 2023.

Effective February 1, 2025, Sosa-Acevedo 
will oversee all museum operations for the Museum, a hands- on, family-friendly history 
museum that currently stewards a diverse collection of approximately 45,000 objects and is 
known for its educational and community programming.

Sosa-Acevedo succeeds Interim Executive Director Amy Curtis, Wenham Museum’s 
Director of Visitor Experience, who assumed the role in July 2024 after Executive Director 
Kristin Zampell Noon stepped down. Wenham Museum retained Arts Consulting Group to 
conduct a nationwide search for the museum’s next leader.

“We are thrilled that Arts Consulting Group found Sarah for us,” says Walter C. Meibaum, 
III, Wenham Museum Board of Trustees President. “She brings a wealth of experience, 
expertise, enthusiasm and energy to the Museum. I am convinced that she will move the 
Museum forward into its second century.”

With nearly two decades of experience spanning all aspects of museum operations, Sosa-
Acevedo brings expertise in fundraising, marketing, board development, and strategic 
planning. She is deeply passionate about the role of museums as cultural and community 
resources. “I am honored to join the Wenham Museum and to build on its remarkable 
legacy,” said Sosa-Acevedo. “I look forward to working with the Board, staf, and community 
to create inspiring experiences that celebrate the past and engage future generations from the 
North Shore and beyond.”

Sosa-Acevedo currently serves as Senior Principal and Planned Giving Oficer at the 
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., and as President of the National Capital 
Gift Planning Council, the leading professional organization dedicated to advancing 
and promoting charitable gift planning in the national capital area. Her career includes 
roles at Smithsonian Latino Center, Madison Museum of Contemporary Art (WI), and 
Madison Children’s Museum (WI), a National Medal Award-winning institution. She 
holds an M.B.A. in Arts Administration from Wisconsin School of Business at University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and a B.A.E. in Art Education from University of Puerto Rico-Rio 
Piedras in San Juan, PR.

ABOUT WENHAM MUSEUM
Wenham Museum celebrates childhood, interprets history, and explores culture for the enrichment 

of all generations on the greater North Shore and beyond. For over 100 years, the Museum has 
engaged multigenerational members and visitors through thought-provoking and engaging 
experiences that connect the past, present, and future, in a welcoming and inclusive environment.

YWCA Greater Newburyport 
Hosts 32nd Annual Martin Luther King Jr. 

Commemoration Breakfast 
'Protecting Freedom, Justice and Democracy 

in the Spirit of Nonviolence'

Wenham Museum 
Names Sarah Sosa-

Acevedo New 
Executive Director
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The Essex/Middlesex Association of 
Insurance Women is now accepting 
applications for its 2025 Estelle T. Jeter 
scholarship award. The $500 scholarship is 
awarded to an individual for use as a college 
scholarship or as a reimbursement for those 
with a passing grade for a licensing course 
and/or exam of an insurance designation 
course. 

To be eligible, applicants must be either in 
the insurance industry or a family member of 
someone who is employed in the insurance 
industry, planning on attending college or 
attending a higher education/trade school, 
acquiring a new insurance designation, or 
acquiring a new insurance or work-related 
license. 

The submission deadline for this year's 
scholarship application is May 31, 2025, 
application can be obtained from scholarship 
chairperson: Marilyn Michalak, 41 Pine St., 
#43, Peabody, MA 01960 or email: 
marilyn.michalak@comcast.net   ♦

Every Type of Party
Your Solution for

LASAGNAMEATBALLS WINGS

ROAST BEEF SLIDERS
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CHICKEN BROCCOLI ALFREDO

WRAP PLATTERS

CHICKEN SLIDERS

CHICK PARMESAN

EGGPLANT PARMESAN

146 HIGH STREET, IPSWICH, MA
POMODORIPIZZERIA.COM

(978) 356-8800

The Town Common
www.thetowncommon.com

Newbury Police and Fire Respond to 
Minor Plane Crash at Plum Island Airport

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified 
Service when you need it most.

Personalized and 
Traditional Funerals 

 Cremations
 Graveside Services
 Memorial Services 

 Advance Planning Options

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3)
Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA 
www.fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763978-948-7763

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS 
for You and Your Friends 

in the Comfort of Your Own Home
OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Botox, Fillers, Vitamin 
Injection & IV Infusions,

Skin Care Consults

Alison Caram, RN
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.oceanseternalmed.com
info@oceanseternalmed.com

978-479-3378

A single-engine Piper Warrior airplane that came to rest on its side and off the runway after clipping its wing on a fence while 
landing at the Plum Island Airport on Friday evening. (Courtesy Newbury Police and Fire)

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Essex/Middlesex 
Association of 

Insurance Women is 
Accepting Scholarship 

Applications

NEWBURY — Police Chief Patricia 
Fisher and Fire Chief David Evans 
report that the Newbury Police and Fire 
Departments responded Friday evening 
to a minor plane crash at the Plum Island 
Airport.

On Friday, Jan. 10, at approximately 
4:55 p.m., the Newbury Police and Fire 
Departments were called to the Plum 
Island Airport, 24 Plum Island Turnpike, 
for a report of a plane crash.

The first responding police officer 
arrived at the scene at 4:59 p.m., and found 
a single-engine Piper Warrior aircraft 
tipped onto its side and leaking a small 
amount of fuel just off the runway. 

Two occupants of the plane reported no 
injuries. 

The occupants of the plane reported that 
they were practicing emergency landings 
when they came in to the runway too low 
and clipped a nearby fence with one of the 
plane’s wings. 

Firefighters found approximately 
six gallons of fuel that leaked from the 
airplane. The fuel was contained cleaned 
up. The Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection was notified of 
the fuel leak. 

The airport was closed for the night. 
The Federal Aviation Administration was 
notified of the incident.   ♦
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Sold Single Family Homes
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831
www.ferrickmovers.com

USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company

      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73230204 SLD 16 Ipswich Road Topsfield, MA AC2204 Detached 2  $575,000.00   $540,000.00 
73314606 SLD 8 Gloria Rd Georgetown, MA BB9059 Detached 2  $595,000.00   $652,000.00 
73312646 SLD 4 Brooks Road Salisbury, MA AN7874 Detached 1  $614,900.00   $600,000.00 
73313902 SLD 8 Andover St Georgetown, MA AN7000 Detached 2  $649,900.00   $735,000.00 
73313581 SLD 5 Marshall Amesbury, MA AC2360 Attached 3  $679,900.00   $710,000.00 
73309777 SLD 128 Glen St Rowley, MA C91600 Detached 3  $699,000.00   $700,000.00 
73253504 SLD 71 Porter Road Boxford, MA AN6133 Attached 5  $1,999,000.00   $1,925,000.00 

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Service when you need it most.

Personalized and Traditional Funerals 
 Cremations  Graveside Services

 Memorial Services 
 Advance Planning Options

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3)
Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA 
www.fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763978-948-7763

good 
earth

www.goodearthcandle.com
PURE SOY CANDLES

Natural Organic Scents

Holiday Candles
Dipped Pine Cones
Saturdays 12-4p
6 Ashley Rd, Rowley

www.goodearthcandles.com

Candles for 
all occasions

Fri & Sat 12n-5p, Sun 10a-3p

housedress and stuffed bra. 
“It worked. Everybody 

loved it,” he said. 
He decided he would 

come to all of his chemo 
sessions dressed in a 
costume. To celebrate the 
month or season, he wore 
costumes he designed and 
made himself.

In his mid-70s, Lance 
came to have the drugs 
inserted into the permanent 
port in his chest dressed as 
a surgeon, a valentine in 
February, a leprechaun in 
March, the Easter bunny 
in April, wearing a top hat 
to honor mothers in May and for June, he 
dressed as a circus clown.

A Navajo, whose company is the All-
American Handyman, drove his three-wheel 
motorcycle down Interstate 95 to the clinic 
in July to celebrate the Fourth of July. The 
motorcycle is decked out in a red, white and 

blue patriotic theme. The staff scheduled 
his appointment late in the afternoon so 
he could take the nurses and technicians 
for a ride.  

In August, Lance, who once owned a 
bakery in Danvers, came as a baker and 
brought cookies he baked for the patients 
and staff. In September, the back-to-school 
month, he came to the clinic as Steve Urkel, 
the TV character from the sitcom Family 
Matters. In November, he dressed as a turkey, 
and of course, in December, he entertained 
as Santa. 

Along with the costumes, Lance brings 
gifts, Easter eggs or Christmas gifts. 

“Now, they are happy when they see me,” 
he said in a major understatement. 

This month, he handed out calendars he 
produced for the new year. Each month has 
photographs of the costumed handyman 
with the nurses. 

The calendars made everyone so happy, 
the clinic asked Lance if it could pay for him 
to make 50 more. They plan to give them to 
patients who are scheduled for treatment on 
days other than Lance’s appointment day. 

“It makes me so happy. It’s my reward,” he 
said. “Everybody knows my name.”

The Lahey staff believes the calendars of 
the costumed Blais will cheer up patients 
who have not gotten to see him in person.

Next month, the native Navajo Indian 
plans to go to his treatment as a Native 
American in authentic clothing and jewelry 
from his heritage. 

Lance Blais can be reached at 978-836-
9719.    ♦

Continued from page 1
Lance Blais

Lance Blais with staff (Photos provided by Lance Blais)

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS 
for You and Your Friends 

in the Comfort of Your Own Home
OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Botox, Fillers, Vitamin 
Injection & IV Infusions,

Skin Care Consults

Alison Caram, RN
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.oceanseternalmed.com
info@oceanseternalmed.com

978-479-3378

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and 
refacing only. Minimum of $10,000 project value. Offer valid on 
new customer agreements only. Offer valid through March 

31st, 2025. Offer may not be combined with other offers. 
MA License #142014.

Experience a new standard of 
service every step of the way.

KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS

Get 40% off your
kitchen install.

(877) 242-0396

Learn more and schedule your
free design consultation.

Kitchen Magic offers a helping hand every 
step of the way for your kitchen project. 
From design consultation to project 
completion and after.

With a team of dedicated draftsmen, 
installers, project coordinators and more, 
we’ve got you covered. 

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 1/31/2025. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or 

more windows or entry/patio doors between 11/1/2024 and 1/31/2025. Additional $200 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 1/31/2025. 40% off windows and entry/ patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost 

window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. 12-month Promo Period: while no payments are due, interest accrues but is waived if the loan is paid in full before the Promo Period expires. Any unpaid balance owed after the Promo Period, plus accrued interest, 

will be paid in installments based on the terms disclosed in the customer’s loan agreement. Financing provided by various equal opportunity lenders. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout 

the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License numbers available at renewalbyandersen.com/license.  Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are 

trademarks of their respective owners. © 2025 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13669

Save on Windows and Doors!

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

Affordable Financing!

NO Money Down,

NO Monthly Payments,

NO Interest for 12 months1

40%
OFF

Buy One, Get One

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Take an Extra

$200OFF

AND AND

ALL WINDOWS AND DOORS1

866-572-8491

Call by January 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

“ My overall experience was great. I love the window, and from sales to scheduling, the experience was very good. 
The installers are highly skilled professionals and I would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.”  

– LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

4.7 OUT OF 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS

burden on local taxpayers. We greatly value 
the strong partnership between the Town 
and our schools.”

The MSBA’s Accelerated Repair Program 
focuses on energy-efficient and cost-effective 
upgrades that preserve existing assets and 
reduce operational costs for school districts. 
The next steps for this project include 
securing local authorization for schematic 
design funding by March 2025, followed 
by the design phase to determine the most 
sustainable and fiscally responsible solution 
for the roof replacement.   ♦

Continued from page 1
Boxford School Roof
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Upcoming Events

The Lappin Foundation invites the community to our International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day Commemoration on Thursday, January 23, 2025, 7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. 
ET on Zoom. Dr. Hans Fisher will share his testimony of escaping Nazi Germany on the 
ill-fated SS St. Louis. The program is free, and everyone is welcome. Register for the Zoom 
link at LappinFoundation.org. For more information, please contact Sharon Wyner at 978-
565-4450 or email swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

The Rowley Democratic Town Committee is holding its first meeting of the year on 
Wednesday, January 22 at 7pm at the Rowley Public Library.

The Rowley DTC provides a forum to meet like-minded people, learn about local issues 
and candidates, and be active participants in the political process. For any questions about 
our meetings or to be added to our monthly newsletter please check out our website at www.
rowleydemocrats.org.

[NOTE:  If the Republicans form a committee and meet, they are welcome to send notices 
to The Town Common for publication also.]

The Newburyport Choral Society enthusiastically welcomes new singers to their music 
family. Open rehearsals are being held on Tuesdays, January 21, at 7:15 pm. Please arrive 
prompty. More details are available from their website: www.NewburyportChoralSociety.org. 
Click the JOIN button to learn more!

THURSDAY, JANUARY 23rd
International Holocaust Remembrance Day 

Commemoration

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 22nd
Rowley Democrat Town Committee

TUESDAY,  JANUARY 21st
Newburyport Choral Society Seeks Members

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5−year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 978−954−3775
to schedule your free quote!

knew he did not want to be a starving artist. So he went to Suffolk Law School and Tufts Law 
School to learn the law. A first job was as a clerk for a justice at the Ohio Supreme Court, a 
job he enjoyed and where he tried out wearing bow ties. When an older lawyer told him he 
did not have to dress so formally, it motivated him to wear bow ties every day.

When the then-Newburyport mayor Dick Sullivan offered him the job of city solicitor, 
the justice advised him: “Don’t tell lawyers that you’re an artist. They won’t respect you. And 
don’t tell artists you’re a lawyer.” 

He remembers his first case defending the city against a lawsuit filed by a fired police 
officer. “My legs were shaking,” he recalled as he presented his argument in Superior Court. 
“The judge took pity on me and ruled in the city’s favor.”

Jones may have stayed longer than eight years as Newburyport’s solicitor if he had had 
not put a sign in his yard in favor of the reelection of then-Mayor Peter Mathews. When Ed 
Molin defeated Mathews, the new mayor told Jones to pack his briefcase.

The painter took himself to Boston where he was selected to be one of only 75 artists 
admitted to the Artists Guild and given the chance to work in a studio in the guild’s building 
on Newbury Street. There he made a living painting portraits of the Beacon Hill elite.

One day, as he painted on the sidewalks of Nantucket, a man stopped to buy the painting. 
A descendant of the Mellon family, he and Jones became friends. 
The scion of the super wealthy banking family asked him to paint 
a Nantucket scene from the cupola of his house. Jones painted the 
scene, but the rebel in him had him paint it from the perspective 
of a neighbor’s house. 

The artist never heard again from his patron again. 
Seduced by the Internet, Jones became a software engineer as 

“the something else” job. But when his aunt told him the position 
of Newburyport city clerk was open, he applied for what she 
called “the perfect job for him.” 

The city council agreed and offered him the position. It also 
included being the city’s parking clerk, which he described as 
“difficult.”

Being the city clerk “is a wonderful job,” he said. He wears 
many hats, presiding over elections, drafting and managing 
legislation for the council and retrieving birth and death records. 
He and his team also help residents apply for passports. And as a 
justice of the peace, he marries people.  

The clerk’s office is often the first stop for new residents, who 
come to register to vote or buy a dog license. “It is a chance to 
help people,” he said.

From his roll top desk in the city council chambers, he rarely 
has a dull moment. While being interviewed for this article, a man 
asked him to notarize a document for the Belgian government 
that proved the man was still alive. “That’s a first,” Jones said.

The demands on his time have exploded during his tenure in 
city hall. Just retrieving officials records has grown from an hour 
a week to 10, he said. 

But he still has Friday afternoons off when city hall is closed. 
On those afternoons, he can usually be found on the sidewalks of 
his hometown talking with friends and tourists while he paints. 

“I love chatting with people,” he said. But if you encounter 
him at his easel, know that Richard Jones loves painting more.  ♦

Continued from page 1
Richard Jones

80 Main St., Essex, MA

978-768-7161
www.pikemarine.com

Pike Marine
has your new repower

in stock

Join the Seacoast Science Center's Marine 
Mammal Rescue team on a Seal Walk to spot 
these iconic New England animals! Guided 
by rescue team members, this hour-long 
program gives you the opportunity to get 
outside, learn about local seal species, our 
wildlife conservation efforts, and to ask any 
questions.

You'll follow federal guidelines for viewing 
protected marine mammals, maintaining 
a distance of 150 ft away. Scopes and 
binoculars will be available to use, but you 
can definitely bring your own. Walks take 
place at Salisbury Beach State Reservation, 

and parking is free during this time of year. 
Find the full 2024/2025 Seal Walk schedule, 
more information and to register, head to: 
www.seacoastsciencecenter.org/seal-walks. 

This event is sponsored by NextEra Energy 
Resources.

Sunday Jan. 19th 10-11 am, and Saturday 
Jan. 25th 2:30-3:30.  ♦

SUNDAY JANUARY 19th

SALISBURY Guided Seal Walk at Salisbury Beach
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

The Town Common
is the friendly place

to find new customers.
Great Rates - Loyal Readership

Call 978-432-9669 or email 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) The 
New Year brings challenges that can 
change many things in your life. You 
need to be prepared not only to con-
front them but also to deal with what 
happens afterward.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) You 
have what it takes to set your goals 
quite a bit higher this year. Learn 
what you need to know and put what 
you learn into your efforts. A partner 
offers loving support.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) In 
true Gemini Twin fashion, you’re 
conflicted about a decision you know 
you’ll have to make in this New Year. 
Best advice: Get the facts before you 
make any commitment.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) A 
friend offers you an exciting opportu-
nity for this New Year. Although your 
positive aspects are strong in most 
respects, caution is advised. Investi-
gate before you invest.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) You can 
make this New Year a roaring suc-
cess! Start by readjusting your goals 
to reflect the changes in the economy. 
Your den-mate offers both wise and 
loving support.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) The New Year brings new oppor-
tunities for change. But you need to 
be ready to move away from the com-
fortable status quo to the challenging 
unknown. It’s up to you!

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Your most important New Year’s 
resolution should be to work out prob-
lems with a family member in order to 
avoid continuing misunderstandings. 
Do it soon for both of your sakes.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) The New Year has much to 
offer the intensely determined Scor-
pian, who isn’t afraid to take on chal-
lenges and stay with them until they 
surrender their rewards.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) You’ll have many fine 
opportunities in this New Year. But be 
warned: Reject offers of “help.” You 
work best when you’re free to be your 
own creative self.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) The New Year offers 
changes that you might feel you’re not 
quite ready for. Best advice: Deal with 
them one step at a time until you’ve 
built up your self-confidence.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) Travel is a dominant aspect of 
the New Year. This could mean relo-
cating to another city (or even another 
country) in connection with your edu-
cation or career.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
This New Year brings news about a 
change you’ve been anticipating. You 
might have a problem persuading a 
loved one about your new plans, but 
they will soon go along with your 
ideas.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
gift for making people feel safe and 
protected. You would make an excel-
lent youth counselor.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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The Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

AMERICAN HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured. 
30 years experience. Free Estimates. 
Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. 
Wallpapering & removal. Free 
estimates 781-953-6890 or 

978-688-0161 

GARY’S JUST STUFF 
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT / 

SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn 
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups, 
etc., pick-up and delivery available, 
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings 
stain killed, repaired, or replaced, 
carpentry interior-exterior repairs, 
windows repaired and replaced, 
gutters cleaned, repaired or 
replaced, clean outs and clean ups 
of all kinds. General masonry, 
all brick work, chimney work, 
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

BOXFORD CONSERVATION COMMISSION
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

You are hereby notified that a Public Hearing will be held by Zoom videoconference on 
February 6, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. or such other time when posted to consider the Request 
for Determination of Applicability applicant Melissa DiTucci and Austin O’Connell 
for the property located at 5 Titus Lane, Boxford:  Map 20, Block 7, Lot 7 to remove 
and replace an existing bulkhead and stairs, and install a dog fence, at the rear of the 
house within 100-feet of Bordering Vegetated Wetland. 

The Zoom videoconference information will be posted on the Town website in advance 
of the meeting. This is a joint meeting under the requirements of MGL Ch. 131, Sect. 
40, as amended, and Boxford's Wetlands Protection Bylaw and Regulations. To view 
application materials, call (978) 887-6000, ext. 506. 

For the Commission,
Ross Povenmire, Director of Conservation                                                       1/15

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Newburyport Towing Service, Inc. 27 S. Hunt Road, 
Amesbury, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they 
will auction the following vehicles February 6, 2025 on the website http://sta.ibidsmart.
com.  The auction will end at 1:00 pm and buyer registration is required. Those that do 
not sell at auction will be sold on or after February 6, 2025 by private or public sale to 
satisfy their garage keepers liens for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1.  2005 Jeep Liberty VIN 1J4GL48KX5W704787
2.  2006 Artic Cat 250 2x4 VIN 4UF06ATV66K6A1409
3.  2014 Toyota Avalon Hybrid VIN 4T1BD1EB8EU030985
4.  1996 Fleetwood Trailer VIN 4CP642F19T7287698
5.  2014 Ford Focus VIN 1FADP3F23EL152017
6.  2012 Nissan Versa VIN 3N1CN7AP9CL931402
Vehicles are being stored at Newburyport Towing Service and may be viewed by 

appointment only.
Walter L. Lowell                                                                        1/15, (1/22), (1/29)

CLASSIFIED ADS

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!

$10/week
$30 for 4 weeks 

advertise@thetowncommon.com

HELP WANTED
... a Marketing / Advertising 

Consultant to join our sales team.
Earn generous commissions and 

residuals while enjoying your freedom
 to work independently.

•Growth Company  •No cap on earnings
•Quality Leads  •Supportive Team

This is a great opportunity for an 
individual who wants to maintain a 

flexible schedule and earn a great income.
To arrange an interview, send your 

resume to:
admin@thetowncommon.com

2019 Mini Countryman
All 4 sport, 38,000 miles 
Manual Transmission
Great condition   $26,500

978-810-5078
Viewable in

beautiful 
Newburyport, Mass.

MINI COUNTRYMAN

HORSE STALL 
AVAILABLE

Horse stall available at the The 
Carriage Barn in Kensington, 

NH; 12’x12’ box stall, full 
turnout and board for $680/

month. Please call 603-378-0140 
or email us at carriage-barn@
comcast.net for information.

Experienced 
Dog Walker

and Pet Sitter
Brenda Ernst

978-810-5078

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6

Saturday 10:30-5
Sunday 12-5

Phone: 978-352-2234

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

HELP WANTED

is seeking the right individual
to join in our growth.

We need your help!
Business customers are our readers.

Whether full-time or part-time,
you'll earn a great commission
as we expand our readership
across 22 communities of the

Upper North Shore of MA and Coastal NH.
Join us and help local businesses grow

in The Town Common.  

Account Managers set their own hours, work when 
they want, where they want, and earn a generous 

commission.  Contact us today at 978-432-9669 or 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Town Common

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com
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Where do The Town Common advertisers find their new customers?
WE REACH CUSTOMERS IN YOUR TOWN AND IN THE REGION!!!

ADVERTISE IN The Town Common – BE PART OF OUR EXCITING GROWTH!
Amesbury, Beverly, Boxford, Essex, Georgetown, Groveland, Hamilton, Ipswich, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley, 
Salisbury, West Newbury, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, Rye, Seabrook, Topsfield, Wenham ... and growing!

Brighter Smiles ... THE FINAL SAY
Of the 1048 Brighter Smiles 

columns published over the 
last 19 years, I will admit, I 
repeated a few. Trying to think 
of new things to write about, 
other than the importance of an 
electric toothbrush, water pik, 
and consistent professional care 
was challenging after a while. 
Sometimes I would re-write them 
completely, and other times I 
would just tweak them. I would 
often change the title, depending 
on how I changed the content. 

One of my favorite columns, 
which was repeated a few times 
over the years, always went by 
the same title; 5 Reasons People 
Avoid the Dentist. There are no 
valid reasons not to avoid seeing 
a dentist on a regular schedule. 

Those 5 reasons people avoid 
the dentist are money, time, lack 
of concern, fear and trust. The 
first 3 are excuses. The other 2 
can certainly be stumbling blocks 
for some people; however, they 
are fixable. 

You would think that money 
would be the biggest reason people 
avoid the dentist. It isn’t. While 
some dentistry may be costly, 
most problems are preventable 
with long-term consistent 
professional maintenance care. 
For the average person without 
dental insurance, that would 
cost less than a cell phone plan. 
Good health always requires 
awareness, acknowledgement, 
and investment. While we 
could argue the role that dental 
insurance plays, the fact of the 
matter is, - it’s your health and 
your choice. 

Time is an excuse, period. Lack 
of concern about dental health is 
the most common reason people 

avoid the dentist. 
Absence of pain is not 
a good indicator of 
health. You certainly 
have the right to 
not care about your 
health, but if you 
do, take care of the 
gateway to the rest of 
your body. 

I’m not going to 
comment much on 
fear today. There 
should be a minimal 
amount of fear with 
today’s dentistry. 
If you do have fear, 
you’ll also have to 
overcome the last 
reason people avoid 
the dentist, which is 
trust. There are many reasons 
why some patients have a lack of 
trust in providers. The provider-
patient relationship should be 
based on mutual respect and 
trust. Continuity of care with 
as few different providers as 
possible over your lifetime, is in 
the patient’s best interest. 

Another one of my favorite 
columns was The Most Important 
Gift. 

As with many aspects of 
life, people often seem “pre-
programmed” about what to 
expect in a dental office. I, and 
most of the dentists I know in 
this area, believe the philosophy 
of practice revolves around 
treating the person as a whole, 
and not just a tooth. It means 
patients, their overall health & 
well-being, must be foremost 
in the practitioner’s mind. Yes, 
it also means cleanings, fillings 
and crowns. These are often 
inescapable outcomes to dental 

room? There may be 
patients who prefer that 
environment, so there is 
something for everyone.  

In a truly health-
centered practice, each 
patient should be treated 
as a unique, whole person. 
Each patient should be 
treated with dignity and 
respect. The dentist gives 
each patient his/her most 
important gift: TIME.

The best care involves 
taking the time to listen, 
taking the time to do a 
complete examination, 
taking the time to teach 
the causes of existing 
and potential dental 
problems, and taking 

the time to explain alternative 
treatments and modes of 
prevention. It means that each 
patient be given the opportunity 
to choose the highest level of 
health consistent with their values 
and life circumstances. 

------
I appreciate the many people 

disease – but, under what context 
are these services being provided?

It didn’t take me too many 
years to figure out that you can’t 
treat everyone the same. There 
are those patients who need every 
last detail explained, and there 
are those who don’t want to 
hear anything, and/or won’t do 
anything you tell them. 

There are dental 
offices that just view 
the patient as a mouth 
of teeth. The goal is to 
fix as many problems in 
as many mouths in as 
short a time as possible. 
The patient becomes 
the object of the “fix”, 
instead of a participant 
in the treatment. How 
degrading is it for a patient 
to experience that type of 
environment? Where is 
the quality, attention and 
care when the dentist is 
busy running room to 

who have given me feedback 
from reading this column over 
the years. I have enjoyed sharing 
information on a local platform 
about a profession I am passionate 
about. Thank you for following 
my message. 

Thank you to Nancy, my dental 
assistant of 26 years, who edited 
all my columns. Aside from 
correcting my sub-par spelling 
and punctuation, she also made 
many of the subjects I wrote 
about actually make sense. 

And finally, thank you to 
Marc, founder/publisher of The 
Town Common, for giving me 
the opportunity to use this space 
for 19 years. I appreciate it very 
much. 

Dr. St. Clair maintains a 
private dental practice in Rowley 
dedicated to health-centered family 
dentistry. He has a special interest 
in treating snoring, sleep apnea and 
TMJ problems. If there are certain 
topics you would like to see written 
about or questions you have, please 
email them to him at jpstclair@
stclairdmd.com

By J. Peter St. Clair, DMD

Health & Wellness

Preventative,
Complete Health

Dentistry

Better Health,
Better Life.

978-948-2030
www.stclairdmd.com

151 Central Street • Rowley, MA 01969

Diplomate,
American Board of

Dental Sleep Medicine

Sleep Better,
Live Better.

978-948-2661
www.brooksidesleepwellness.com

Brookside Sleep Wellness
SNORING, SLEEP APNEA, TMJ

The Town CommonThe Town Common


