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ConCom Director Suspended Over $48

2024 Mileage Reimbursement Forms Submitted by Non-Driver

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

GEORGETOWN - With several
building permits delayed and a leaking
septic tank unrepaired because the town
administrator  suspended the town’s
conservation director, the five-member
Board of Selectmen met last week for an
hour to decide the fate of Michele Grenier.

But the town’s governing board came to
no resolution on the conservation agent
because the town lawyer had to leave.

The SelectBoard scheduled a second
meeting on the issue for Monday. The
Town Common will report in coming
editions on what resolution the board
comes to.

The issue is over $48.73, or possibly
$64.32, depending on how many mileage
forms you consider.

It is unclear why the SelectBoard, not the
Conservation Commission, is considering
the issue. According to a 2020 opinion by
Tim Zessin, the town’s attorney, complaints
of this nature should be referred to “the
Chair of the Conservation Commission,
which is the appointing authority for the
Conservation Agent. If the Commission
refuses to take any action or investigate the

complaint, then the Board of Selectmen
could meet in executive session to discuss
the complaint.”

The issue of Grenier's mileage
reimbursement was not referred to the
ConCom. At Grenier’s request, the
SelectBoard considered the complain,
filed by Wood, in an open meeting and
on Zoom. It may not have been broadcast
and recorded by Georgetown Community
Television.

The dispute, the latest battle over the
town's Conservation Commission, which
regulates building near wetlands, began
Dec. 9 when Town Administrator Orlando
Pacheco called Grenier into his town hall
office. He told her Kevin Wood, a resident
who had applied twice unsuccessfully to
be a member of the ConCom, had filed
a Freedom of Information request for all
employee mileage reimbursement forms.

Grenier, who is currently without her
driver’ license, filed two reports for mileage
reimbursements in 2024. One was from
January to April, when she was driving
herself, to view properties. A second
covered a period when she was driven “a
few Mondays” by the ConCom chair Chris
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By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

REGIONAL - While attention will
inevitably be focused in coming months on
what appears to be a year of political chaos
in the nation’s capital, 2025 is shaping up
to be a busy and contentious year for North
Shore residents.

Buckle up as the opposition to a proposed
state mandate for multi-family housing hit a
wall last week as 2024 ended, the deadline
for approving new zoning districts. There
will also be issues about the design and cost
of new schools. Efforts are underway to
clean up the Merrimack River. And on the
Georgetown-Rowley border, the G. Mello
Trash Disposal Corp. will begin constructing
its 550-ton trash transfer station over the
objection of residents nearby.

Some of these issues will likely emerge in
votes at the annual Town Meetings and as
voters select SelectBoard members in town
elections.

The MBTA 3A mandate for municipalities
served by the transit system will likely be the
most contentious. Several towns, including
Ipswich and Rowley, appear to be headed for
a clash with the state and possible court time
with the Attorney General as they refuse to
create special zoning districts to encourage
builders to design and construct multi-family
housing.

The state is threatening to cut off some
state funds to those municipalities, if they
join other towns in eastern Massachusetts
in refusing to approve the zoning mandates.

The mandate was created to help resolve
the low inventory of housing, which is driving
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up prices of homes to astronomically heights.
The low inventory is a nationwide problem.
According to National Assn. of Realtors, the
low housing inventory rebounded last fall to
asupply of existing homes at 4.3 months, the
highest since October 2020. But a balanced
housing market is considered having a six-
month supply of homes.

To increase housing here on the North
Shore, Newburyport is planning to convert
the old Brown School in the south end and
replace the vacant Kmart store on Low Street
into housing.

One empty house continues to get
tremendous  attention. The federal
government is trying to tear down the Pink
House on Plum Island Tnpk, because it sits
on the edge of a federally protected marsh.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service has already
taken out windows and some of the roofing
as it prepares to sell off or demolish the
house.

The small, long abandoned house turns
100 this year, and supporters, who love
to paint, photograph and just look at the
lonely icon are planning a blow-out party to
persuade federal and state officials that the
house should be saved.

Expect the Merrimack to be cleaner as
sewage treatment plants upriver separate
storm water and sewage pipes. The reason
raw sewage flows down the river after
storms is that municipal plants upriver in
Massachusetts and New Hampshire are
overwhelmed when the combined rain water
and sewage surpass the capacity of treatment
plants, and untreated sewage is released into
the river.

Thanks to the Merrimack Valley
Wiatershed Council, new pollution-detecting
sensors are helping give boaters early warning
when the sewage is in the water.

A cleaner river will be good news when the
yachters arrive in Amesbury, Newburyport
and Salisbury. It will also be welcome news
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How to Submit
Letters to the Editor

1 W

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph.
Publisher/Editor, The Town Common
Letters to the Editor provide
a useful way of communicating
concerns, issues, or suggestions to
all members of the community.
The Town Common encourages

all citizens to submit letters
concerning issues of interest and
concern to the local community.

Letters selected for publication
may be edited for length and clarity.
Some letters may serve as a catalyst
for other articles or coverage, and
community leaders and agencies
will be offered an opportunity to
respond to letters concerning their
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and
include a daytime telephone
number.

Letters may be submitted to:

The Editor
c/o The Town Common
77 Wethersfield St.
Rowley, MA 01969
or preferably via e-mail to:
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is
S5pm Wednesday (except when a
federal holiday necessitates an
earlier deadline).
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The Town Common
serves the communities of the
Upper North Shore of Mass. &
Coastal New Hampshire and

welcomes your participation.
Send your Organization or Group

Notices, Birth or Engagement
Announcements, Photos, Articles

and Letters to the Editor,
by mail, phone, or e-mail to:
77 Wethersfield St., Rowley, MA 01969
Phone: 978-432-9669

E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com
m | ™

The Town Common

Marc Maravalli, Founding Publisher / Editor
editor@thetowncommon.com

Graphic Design Services
graphics@thetowncommon.com

Advertising
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Phone: (978) 432-9669
www.thetowncommon.com

The Town Common is not responsible for typographical
errors or omissions, but reprint opportunities do exist for
prompt notification of such errors. Advertisers should
notify The Town Common of any errors in ads
on the first day of issuance.

No credits &/or refunds are offered or implied.

All material and content cannot be duplicated without
written consent of the publisher. The right is reserved to
reject, omit, or edit any copy offered for publication.

Copyright 2004-2025 The Town Common© - All Rights Reserved
In loving memory of
Liz Ichizawa, '04-05 Reporter (1956 - 2005)
Jim Wilson, "20-22 Publisher/Editor (1954-2022)

The Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District
Granted $4.9 million to Purchase Electric Buses

The Hamilton-Wenham Regional School District will receive $4.9 million via the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency to replace 17 diesel buses with new electric buses. The
district plans to acquire the new buses by working with Highland Electric Fleets wiith office
locations listed in Beverly, Mass. and Denver, Colorado.

Conventional diesel buses cost from $135,000 to $150,000 when purchased new.
Taxpayers will dole out approximately double that amount of electric vehicles. Long-term
compatision of cost-for-ownership over the life of the vehicles (fuel v.s electricity, maintenace,
and replacement component costs - batteries, etc.) was not detailed in the award notice.

Newburyport Company Lands $462,700 Federal Grant

Crystal Engineering Co., Inc. in Newburyport, a CNC machining company servicing
many industries including aerospace will receive $462,700 to replace its propane forklift with
an electric equivalent, install a new variable speed drive (VSD) air compressor, replace its
ultrasonic parts washer, and install cooling in production areas thanks to a taxpayer funded
grant from the U.S. Dept. of Energy.
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Upcoming Events

Salisbury:
Civil War Roundtable Meeting

Civil War Roundtable of the Merrimack January Mecting, g
January 8, 7:30 PM, Hilton Senior Center, 43 Lafayette Road,
Salisbury, Mass.

This month's topic will be "Currency in the Civil War" presented
by Andrew Andrioloulos & John Manning

Tom Rush is coming to the Newburyport
Fire House Center on January 3 & 4

Tom Rush is a gifted musician and performer, whose shows offer a musical celebration...a
journey into the tradition and spectrum of how music can passionately touch the lives of
people everywhere.

His distinctive guitar style, wry humor and warm, expressive voice have made him both a
legend and a treasure to audiences around the world. His shows are filled with the laughter of
terrific story-telling, the sweet melancholy of ballads and the passion of gritty blues.

Rush’s impact on the American music scene has been profound. He helped shape the folk
revival in the ’60s and the renaissance of the genre in the "80s and "90s; his music having left
its stamp on generations of artists.

James Taylor told Rolling Stone, “Tom was not only one of my early heroes, but also one
of my main influences.” Country music star Garth Brooks has credited Rush with being one
of his top five musical influences.

Rush began his music career performing in Boston-area clubs while attending Harvard and
has spent a great deal of his career performing in New England on a regular basis.

hetp://tomrush.com hetps:/fwww.facebook.com/TomRushMusic/

SICK & TIRED OF DEALING WITH RENTER ISSUES?
LET US HELP. IT'S WORTH IT.

Short-term Rental Marketing & Hosting
Property Management

Repairs & Maintenance

Cleaning

Call/Text MARK 978-310-9358 L‘IQJD‘:JE

Uniqueedgemanagement.com wan R A

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS

for You and Your Friends
in the Comfort of Your Own Home

OFFERINGS INCLUDE:

Botox, Fillers, Vitamin
Injection & 1V Infusions,
Skin Care Consults

e www.oceanseternalmed.com
~  info@oceanseternalmed.com

- 978-479-3378

sMEmICAL "\_

Qeceans Tlernal

SOARATHETICS

Alison Caram, RN
Fully Licensed & Insured

Sold Single Family Homes
_fERRIC K CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831

YEROSY .
www.ferrickmovers.com
Hﬂﬁﬂ G CﬁMPﬁH 'f‘ Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company
Bl Pl g2 USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
LISTNO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST  SF.TYPE BATHS LISTPRICE SALEPRICE
73291635 SLD 34 Huntington Ave Amesbury, MA AN8750  Detached 1 $375,000 $375,000
73310529 SLD 47 Old Jacobs Road Georgetown, MA AN7636 Detached 1 $539,000  $575,000
73305367 SLD 36 Glen Forest Drive Boxford, MA AN7152  Detached 2 $745,000 §745,000
73313954  SLD 21 Evans Place Amesbury, MA AN7636  Detached 2 $749,000 $820,000
73298213 SLD 46 § Hampton Rd Amesbury, MA AN4850  Detached 2 $775,000 §750,000
73305375 SLD 146 Herrick Rd Boxford, MA AN6420  Detached 2 $815,000 $920,000
73306034 SLD 19 Kings Way Ipswich, MA : Little Neck K95593  Detached 1 $849,000 $840,000
73298729 SLD 28 Center St Groveland, MA AN0992  Detached 4 $889,000 $889,000
73296974  SLD 10 Adams St Newburyport, MA AN6420  Detached 2 $975,000 §925,000
73299127 SLD 18 Plains Road Ipswich, MA AC1087  Detached 3 $989,000 $994,000
73303020 SLD 23 Bourbeau Terrace Newburyport, MA : Artichoke ~ AN8750 Detached 3 $1,075,000  §1,160,000
73213280 SLD Lot 01 Center Street Groveland, MA ANG420 Detached 3 $1,099,000  $1,099,000
73307178  SLD 15 Partridge Lane Boxford, MA AN6420  Detached 3 $1,595,000  §1,750,000
7329791 SLD 19 High Ridge Rd Topsfield, MA ANSOAL Dewached 5 $1995000 2,025,000
r e w o ne ot o s o Residental and Commercial Real Estate
/ZSENORTH SHORE 9782554735
=L " \ i
REALTY GROLEP I N € " Md“ fid sllilhlll" MA
“IT'5 NOT ABOUT IS - IT'S ALL ABOUT YO “I's mot about us - it's all about you”




January 1 - January 6, 2025

www. TheTownCommon.com Page 3

Buckle up for 2025

Continued from page 1

to the patrons and concert goers of the new
Market Landing Park on the Newburyport
waterfront.

The park, years in the making as competing
interests duked it out, was finished last year.
It added more green space and removed
100s of parking spaces on the waterfront.
New sculptures, including a dramatic clipper
ship by sculptor Aaron T Stephan, will
be installed, giving Newburyport signature
pieces that make the park unique.

An Indigenous People’s monument is
being chosen for the waterfront the park by
the city’s Public Art Committee.

Further downriver on Salisbury Beach,
30,000 tons of sand are being added to
replace that which has been swept away
by storms over the last few years. The sand
project, which is being financed by $1.75
million from the state, will help fight future
erosion. A Georgetown contractor, T Ford
Co. is bringing the sand.

Salisbury Beach with the help of private
developers and property owner associations
continues to make a comeback with more
beachfront housing, new attractions and
other amenities.

In Georgetown, Mello will turn on the
bulldozers after years of fighting in local
government and state courts to construct
a mammoth trash sorting plant that will
accept construction and business trash from
throughout the North Shore.

Watch for neighbors and other private
Georgetown residents as they search for ways
to continue to fight Mello, particularly over
the intersection at Carleton Drive and Main
Street, the only entrance to the new plant for
large trucks.

Last year, the audacious plan for a new
$400 million Whittier Regional Technical
High School was defeated. Now the school
proposed to join forces with the Northern
Essex Community College in Haverhill to
build the new school in conjunction with the
community college.

The move is expected to tap into more
state funds, which will reduce the financial
burden on the North Shore cities and towns
that support Whittier. And it will create
an expanded secondary school/community
college curriculum, which has caught the
eye of Gov. Maura Healey and other state
officials as an innovative model for the state.

Patient Triton Regional Schools and
Ipswich Schools will also get their chance
to work with the Massachusetts School
Building Authority to design a new Triton
middle and high school and a new Ipswich
elementary school.

New parks and playgrounds are being
built throughout the communities. Notably,
Newburyport is planning a new muld-
million-dollar youth recreation center where
the old National Guard armory stands on
Low Street.

Across Low Street on the campus of the
Nock Middle School, the city and school
district are building three new tennis courts
to change Newburyports reputation as one

of the worst for tennis facilities to one of |

the best.

to the prized Jabberwocky Book Store in the
Tannery, Illume Books on Market Square
continues to add book clubs and events.
And in a welcome announcement, Barnes
& Noble Books, under new ownership,
began reopening stores across the country,
including a large store in Seabrook.

Stay turned each week as the staff of The
Town Common brings you great stories that
inform and entertain. Happy 2025! ¢

When completed, there will be five & |

courts together, enough for the tennis-rich
girls and boys' teams to host the state
championships and possibly other amateur
tennis tournaments.

If reading is your passion, the North
Shore is a mecca for book lovers. The
Newburyport Literary Festival will continue
its two-decade tradition on the last weekend
of April, bringing to town some of the
world’s most interesting writers. While other
towns have lost book stores, the North
Shore continues to add them. In addition

Just a few photos
from
The Town Common £

Don't miss what's going on in your community!
Sign up for
The Town Common's

weekly e-mail! Visit:
etowncommon.com

[ Perer Sl .]dlj. D 9 Brookside Sleep Wellness
Preventative, Diplomate,
Complete Health American Board of
Dentistry Dental Sleep Medicine
Better Health, Sleep Better,
Better Life. Live Better.
978-948-2030 978-948-2661
www.stclairdmd.com www.brooksidesleepwellness.com

151 Central Street = Rowley, MA 01969

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential & commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

Call for a free quote . -
(978) 465-1844 45 Main Street Salisbury, MA

Follow us on Instagram portg utte S.COM

@portgutters
IPSWICH y

POMODORI

roast beef + pizzeria + seafood

Your Solution for
E=H Every Type of Party

MEATBALLS - WINGS -LASAGNA
CHICKEN BROCCOLI ALFREDO
CHICKEN SLIDERS
CHICK PARMESAN
EGGPLANT PARMESAN
ROAST BEEF SLIDERS
WRAP PLATTERS

(978) 356-8800
146 HIGH STREET, IPSWICH, MA

CATE

POMODORIPIZZERIA.COM
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& Health & Wellness &

Brighter Smiles ... 21 SUGGESTIONS FOR SUCCESS IN 2025

By J. PeTER ST. CLAIR, DMD

At the end of each of the past 19 years,
I have used this space to publish these 2/
Suggestions for Success authored by H. Jackson
Brown, Jr.

Cut this out and put it on the refrigerator.
Read this list often and take these suggestions
to heart.

1. Marry the right person. This one

DUCTLESS-SAVES.COM

computer doctor
978-312-1261
Support | Training | Repair

ComputerDoctorUSA.net

decision will determine 90% of your
happiness or misery.
2. Work at something you enjoy and
that's worthy of your time and talent.
3. Give people more than they expect
and do it cheerfully.
4. Become the most positive and
enthusiastic person you know.
5. Be forgiving of yourself and others.
6. Be generous.
7. Have a grateful heart.
8. Persistence, persistence, persistence.
9. Discipline yourself to save money on
even the most modest salary.
. Treat everyone you meet like you
want to be treated.
11. Commit yourself to
improvement.
. Commit yourself to quality.
. Understand that happiness is not
based on possessions, power or
prestige, but on relationships with
people you love and respect.

14. Be loyal.

constant

877-295-1127

Heat Pumps
Minl Splits
Ducted & Ductless Systems
Air Source, Air to Water Systems

@ 9 Main St Unit 309 Atkinson, NH 03811
O JSpheekas@DuctlessSaves.com

MASS SAVE REBATES UP TO
$18,000 /$50k 0% Financing

PC, MAC,
& ANDROID

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS
networks ¢ internet ¢ viruses
upgrades ¢ wireless
performance optimization
focused user training

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA
COMFORTABLE SMOKING LOUNGE WITH WI FI

WIDE VARIETY OF NEW CIGAR PRODUCTS
PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES

WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF
THE BIACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

PLUS YOUR

—

—

FAVORITE TEAMS ON OUR BIG SCREE

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley
Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

———

AN GES

P o)) PLUMBING & HEATING & AC

Licensed & Insured
w\-a-v.-.-.}-'oungsplumbmgma.mm

978-535-4888

15. Be honest.

16. Be a self-starter.

17. Be decisive even if it means you'll
sometimes be wrong,

18.Stop  blaming  others.  Take
responsibility for every area of your
life.

19. Be loyal and courageous. When you
look back on your life, you'll regret
the things you didn't do more than
the ones you did.

20. Take good care of those you love.

21.Don't do anything that wouldn't
make your Mom proud.

Best wishes for a happy, successful, and
healthy 2025. Happy New Year!

Dr. St. Clair maintains a private dental
practice in Rowley dedicated to health-centered
Jamily dentistry. He has a special interest
in treating snoring, sleep apnea and TM]J
problems. If there are certain topics you would
like to see written about or questions you
have please email them to him at jpstclair@
stelairdmd.com

— O X

The Weekly
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Advantage

No matter
how hard
you try,
you can-
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this ad.
Place

your
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T he Town

Common
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Skip Ad
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Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

Georgetown
Continued from page 1

Candia.

They rode together to view several building sites that are under
review by the commission.

Of the $48.73 she was reimbursed, Grenier wrote in a memo
to the SelectBoard that she gave $12 to Candia for her gas and
wear-and-tear on her car.

Grenier told the SelectBoard that Pacheco told her she did
not have to stop asking for mileage reimbursement, but that he
would check with the town’s legal counsel, KP Law. The next day,
Pacheco wrote a letter to Grenier suspending her. His assistant
delivered the letter to Grenier on Dec. 12.

Pacheco responded to the SelectBoard that Grenier
misunderstood what he meant when she heard him say she did
not have to stop submitting mileage forms. But did not clarify.

Grenier told the SelectBoard she should not have been
suspended, according to the town’s Employee Handbook.
“Nothing was done intentionally,” she said. She described her
mistake as “a lack of common sense.”

Selectman Doug Dawes accused Grenier, saying if she was
a passenger in someone else’s vehicle, she was not entitled to
reimbursement. “You had your hand in the cookie jar,” he said.

Grenier, who has served as conservation director and a
Selectboard member for other towns, asked the SelectBoard “to
allow me to return to work.” Her attorney Dan Larkosh attended
the meeting, but did not speak.

Selectboard members noted that the work of the ConCom is
not getting done. It was proposed that Candia could fill Grenier’s
shoes. Candia, a volunteer, declined, saying, “I'm not a wetlands
scientist.”

Also at issue are the mileage reimbursement forms Pacheco
submitted to the SelectBoard. One had three signatures on it. In a
memorandum to the SelectBoard, Grenier wrote: “only one single
signer has signed my mileage sheets since I started November

Selectman Robert Hoover

refers to documentation
10 make a point and ask
probing questions

Selectman Doug Dawes
admonished the agent,
while asking probing

questions to protect the town

2023.” Bancroft’s signature does not appear twice on any other Sekzﬁ:’l‘;;{;f:: 52’75
conservation form. “The signatures were fldded,” Grenief said. . boun dmm/op‘i-m%r
The forms bore the signatures of Candia, ConCom Vice Chair response by the board

Rachel Bancroft and member Tom Howland, all three of the
longest serving conservation commissioners.

SelectBoard Chair Daryl Lamonica postponed the issue of
whether the mileage forms had been altered until a later meeting,

The ConCom has been at the center of controversy for several
years. Grenier’s predecessor, Steve Przyjemski, resigned almost two
years ago after being in the position for 17 years. He said Pacheco,
who accused him of committing salary fraud, had created a “toxic
environment” for him.

The state Inspector General issued a report last month
that found there was no evidence of fraud by Przyjemski or

Selectwoman Laura

o , ) Repplier found no excuse
commission members and blamed the town’s poor time sheet Sfor such bebavior as
management. In late November, the Inspector General gave she worked through the

communications

the town 60-days to correct their poor employee management
methods.
To date, the SelectBoard has taken no action to respond to the Inspector General.
Candia’s predecessor Carl Shreder resigned after two decades as the ConCom chair in
on-going tension among the SelectBoard, the town administrator and the ConCom.

617-504-0045

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

Commercial Residential

Visit
T he Town Common

on-line at
www.thetowncommon.com
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Taxpayers' Additional $2.6 Million
Outlay Will Keep MEVA Rides Free

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

REGIONAL - Powered by a state grant
of $2.6 million, Merrimack Valley Regional
Transit Authority (MEVA) will continue
to operate fare free at least undl July. At
its February meeting, the MEVA board
will decide whether to make fares free
permanently.

To determine the full benefits of operating
fare free, the Merrimack Valley Planning
Commission has hired the consulting firm,
Stantec. Its report on the study, which shows
benefits that even MEVA administrator
Noah Berger found surprising, will be
completed next month and given to the
board for consideration.

A public presentation will take place at the
board meeting in February, Berger said.

Stantec has found that local hospitals
are seeing more patients as a result of the
free ridership, he said. Calling the study
enlightening, Berger said, “We've proven it
makes all the sense in the world.”

Riders and drivers are very interested in
continuing the free fare program, he said.

To allow 13 regional transit authorities
to operate fare-free, the Healey-Driscoll
Administration awarded them $30 million
in grants.

“Hundreds of thousands of Massachusetts

residents rely on their Regional Transit
Authorities to get to and from work, the
grocery store, doctor’s appointments and
school. Were proud to be delivering this
funding to help RTAs keep their service fare
free to save money for riders and encourage
more people to use public transportation,”
Gov. Maura Healey said.

Lt. Gov. Kim Driscoll called the results
of the free fare pilot program incredible.
“More riders are saving money by choosing
to take public transportation. We're excited
to be able to support the continuation of
these programs with full state funding,
which will significantly benefit our residens,
communities, businesses and economy.”

MEVA  launched its two-year pilot
program in March of 2022 and extended
it with additional funding for another year.

With revenues in a state of flux, Berger said
MEVA has created adevelopmentdepartment
to administer non-profit organization to
accept other sources of revenue, such as
grants from local foundations, including the
Barr Foundation, and businesses that benefit
from MEVA ridership.

MEVA is also considering advertising on
benches along the route and creating a digjtal
QR code system for customers to pay for the
ride if they can, he said.

“Everything is on the table,” Berger said. ¢

Malden Catholic
Announces First
Quarter Honor Roll

Malden Catholic students have successfully
completed the first marking period of the
2024-2025 school year.

High honors were achieved by:

Boxford

First Honors

Sarah Beers 26

Sharlyn Nunez 26

Danvers

First Honors

Joseph DeBernardo Jr. '26

Julia Hardiman 25

Julia Lembo 27

Emily Lovell '27

Dalila Meyers '27

Second Honors

Thomas DeBernardo '27

Caitlin Jezowski 27

James Muise 28

Aviana Panacopoulos 25

Ella Panacopoulos 28

Georgetown

Second Honors
Richard Indresano '25
Ipswich

First Honors

Amanda Cooper 25

Rowley

First Honors

Dante Chan 26
Salem, Mass.
Second Honors
Dahleah Brown 27
Abraham Camara 26

Clean the Ocean of Old Fishing Gear

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

ATLANTIC OCEAN - Right whales,
one of the worlds most endangered large
whale species, may soon have one less threat

had pushed North Adantic right whales
to the edge of extinction. They earned the
title of "right" whales because they floated
after being killed, making them easy targets.
While whaling is no longer a threat, these

to their existence, at least in the waters off whales have not rebounded to their original

Massachusetts.
The state legislature created an authority
to remove abandoned fishing gear from

population levels, and human activities still
pose the biggest risk to their survival.
The passage of this amendment follows

Commonwealth waters. Bruce Tarr of months of research on the subject by the

Gloucester championed the measure for a
long time, and he got it included in the final
version of a sweeping economic development
bill. Last month, Gov. Maura Healey signed
the bill into law.

Fishing gear, such as lines and traps, can
pose a danger to whales if they become
entangled.

The bi-partisan, bicameral measure
was also co-sponsored by Sens. Joan
Lovely (D-Salem), Mark C. Montigny
(D-New Bedford) and Patrick O’Connor
(R-Weymouth).

"Left unchecked, abandoned fishing
gear poses several threats to our marine
environment and ecosystems," said Tarr.
He added that, ‘Tt 'ghost fishes," increasing
mortality without any harvest benefit, it
presents a major risk for entanglement for
right whales and other species, it clutters
and pollutes the ocean floor, and it presents
ongoing problems for coastal communities
that have to deal with this form of pollution
when it washes ashore and must be collected
and disposed of before it does further
damage."

Massachusetts law views abandoned gear
as private property, which prevents the state
Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) from
making or enforcing rules to remove this gear
from state waters.

The new law reshapes how the agency can
engage with the public to create regulations
for the responsible removal of such gear,
keeping private property concerns in mind.

"Derelict fishing gear has no place in our
environment. Over 9 percent of fishing
gear is lost or abandoned annually, but
outdated state laws prevent efforts to recover
it. This is a persistent problem—abandoned
gear is a threat to endangered right whales,
a safety hazard for mariners, a nuisance
on our beaches, and a costly burden for
municipalities to clean up," said Department
of Fish and Game Commissioner Tom
O'Shea. "Thank you to Senator Bruce Tarr
for leading this effort to modernize state law
and streamline our departments efforts to
recover derelict gear."

By the carly 1890s, commercial whalers

DME and coll aboranon with Tarr and other
legislators, with a focus on prioritizing the
protection of right whales while recognizing
the high price currently being paid by those
in the commercial lobster fishery to protect
this endangered species through the extreme
economic sacrifice of enduring fishery
closures that last for months and prevent
harvesters and others from being able to earn
aliving. ¢

PURE SOY CANDLES
www.goodearthcandles.com

Natural Organic Scents

Candles for
all occasions
Fri & Sat 12n-5p, Sun 10a-3p
6 Ashley Rd, Rowley

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Serwce when you need it most.

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763

xmwm
4‘\-

We Offer.

* Personalized and Traditional Funerals
+ Cremations * Graveside Services

* Memorial Services
+ Advance Planning Options
Jeffrey E. Megna, CFSP

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3)
er

Get 40% off your
kitchen install.

Share

Send to Editor@TheTownCommon.com!
Include first name and town please for publication.

New Year's Resolutions

yours!

[Kf@@ﬁﬁ& Magic
KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS!

Experience a new standard of
service every step of the way.

| Kitchen Magic offers a helping hand every
step of the way for your kitchen project.
From design consultation to project
completion and after.

With a team of dedicated draftsmen,
installers, project coordinators and more,
we've got you covered.

Learn more and schedule your
free design consultation.

(877) 242-0396

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and
refacing only. Minimum of $10000 project value. Offer valid on
new customer agreements onl ch

3ist, 2025 Offer may not be c

throl
bined with other offers.
MA License #142014,

is seeking the

to join/share
We need

-

HELP WANTED

The Town Common

Business customers are our readers.
Whether full-time or part-time,
you'll earn a great commission
as we expand our readership
across 22 communities of the
Upper North Shore of MA and Coastal NH.
Join us and help local businesses grow
in The Town Common.
Account Managers set their own hours and earn a generous
commission. Contact us today at 978-432-9669 or
advertise@thetowncommon.com

right individual

in our growth.
your help!

J
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The Town Common

is the friendly place
to find new customers.

Great Rates - Loyal Readership
Call 978-432-9669 or email

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Creative
and winning
solutions
stem from

life experience Free Consultation! 978-973-9400

» Family Law

» Civil Litigation

For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
..Call Attorney Steven Merritt

» Criminal Law

» Restraining Orders s Bankruptcy

» Contempt of Court » Landlord/Tenant

» Special Education Law

&)

REFRESH

Start Creating.

refreshstudio.com

Web Development « Web Hosting
Social Media Marketing  Web Design
SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design

e Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!

Bring your web presence up to code with
fresh designs, ads, and more.

P
A3 / I
it f ik

Bra;ﬂey Maravalli
Owner / Developer

978-500-9369
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The Spats
THEY WON'T LET ME
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flair for seeing things as you’d like
them to be, as well as a gift for turning
your perceptions into realities. Mani-
festation is your superpower.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

by Jeff Pickering
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CLASSIFIED ADS

om ALWAYS BUYING o,
Books, vintage posters,
artwork, comic books,
ephemera, and related
printed material.
Single items and entire
collections sought.
bookaugur@gmail.com

978-518-2298

AMERICAN HOME
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY
Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured.
30 years experience. Free Estimates.

Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283
BALDASSARI PAINTING

Painting Interior/Exterior.

Wallpapering & removal. Free

estimates 781-953-6890 or
978-688-0161

GARY’S JUST STUFF
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT /
SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups,
etc., pick-up and delivery available,
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings
stain killed, repaired, or replaced,
carpentry interior-exterior repairs,
windows repaired and replaced,
gutters cleaned, repaired or
replaced, clean outs and clean ups
of all kinds. General masonry,
all brick work, chimney work,
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

HELP WANTED

... a Marketing / Advertising
Consultant to join our sales team.

Earn generous commissions and
residuals while enjoying your freedom
to work independently.

Growth Company No cap on eamings
Quality Leads = Supportive Team

This is a great opportunity for an
individual who wants to maintain a
flexible schedule and earn a great income.
To arrange an interview, send your
resume to:
admin@thetowncommon.com

HORSE STALL
AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The
Carriage Barn in Kensington,
NH; 12’x12’ box stall, full
turnout and board for $680/
month. Please call 603-378-0140
or email us at carriage-barn@
comcast.net for information.

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!
$10/week
$30 for 4 weeks
advertise@thetowncommon.com

ROWLEY PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to M.G.L., c. 40A, §9 and §11, the Rowley Protective Zoning Bylaw (Zoning
Bylaw), and the Rowley Planning Board Rules and Regulations, notice is hereby given
that the Rowley Planning Board will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 8,
2025 at 7:10 p.m. in the Town Hall 2nd Floor Auditorium located at 139 Main Street,
Rowley, MA., to review an Special Permit/Site Plan Review application pursuant to
Zoning Bylaw Sections 4.8.1(h) (accessory structures more than 1,500 sf), 7.6 (Site Plan
Review), 7.8 (Special Permits), 4.10 (Floodplain District) located at 141 Dodge Road also
identified as Assessors Map 9, Lot 34-1, approx. 3.5 acres in the Outlying (OD) Zoning
District. The application is submitted by ASB Design Group on behalf of Cynthia H.
and Paul D. Lucia (applicant/property owner) for an accessory building sufficient for the
storage of collectable cars.

The application, plans, and relevant documents are on file with the Rowley Planning
Board, and can be inspected on the town’s Planning Board website, or can be inspected
by contacting the Town Planner at 978-948-5549 and scheduling an appointment to
inspect the plans during regular business hours at Rowley Planning Board Office, Town
Hall Annex, 39 Central Street.

For the Planning Board

Kirk Baker - Rowley Town Planner (12/24) 1/1

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 7:45 pm to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability application filed by David and Jesse Janelle for proposed
demolition of existing 12" x 20" deck with stairs and construction of a 15" x 15" addition
with 5" x 15" balcony with stairs over an expanded concrete slab within the 100" Buffer
Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands at 27 Wilkes Road (Map 6, Parcel 14 Lot 2) in
Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission 1/1

ROWLEY PLANNING BOARD
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Pursuant to M.G.L.,, Ch. 41, §81S, Ch. 40A, §9 and §11, the Rowley Protective
Zoning Bylaw (Zoning Bylaw) sections 6.4 (Open Space Residential Development),
7.6 (Site Plan Review), 7.8 (Special Permits), and the Rowley Planning Board Rules and
Regulations, notice is hereby given that the Rowley Planning Board will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, January 8, 2025 at 7:20 p.m. in the Town Hall 2nd Floor
Auditorium located at 139 Main Street, Rowley, MA., to review an application for a
Special Permit/Site Plan Review for a six (6) unit Open Space Residential Development
(OSRD) development to be located at 195 Wethersfield Street also identified as
Assessor's Map 17, Lot 26, consisting of approx. 11.2 acres, and located in the Outlying
(OD) Zoning District. Subject parcels are owned by Wethersfield Development, LLC
(applicant/property owner of 5 Tarbox Lane, North Reading.

The application, plans, and relevant documents are on file with the Rowley Planning
Board, and can be inspected on the town’s Planning Board website, or can be inspected
by contacting the Town Planner at 978-948-5549 and scheduling an appointment to
inspect the plans during regular business hours at Rowley Planning Board Office, Town
Hall Annex, 39 Central Street.

For the Planning Board

Kirk Baker - Rowley Town Planner (12/24) 11

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 8:00 pm to consider a Request for
Determination of Applicability application filed by Rowley Village Green Condominium
Trust c/o William Sheehan for proposed and after-the-fact activity to re-establish lawn
by the removal of existing salt tainted topsoil, replacing with new, imported topsoil and
hydro-seeding and installation of a native meadow reducing lawn area by approximately
12,000 square feet all at 1-25 Heritage Way (Private)

(Map 25, Parcel 98 Lot 1-5) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission 1/1

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40,
as amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public
hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 8:15 pm to consider a Notice of
Intent application filed by Troy Spaulding for proposed construction of a four (4) lot
subdivision with approximately 475 linear feet of roadway, utility connections, septic
systems, roadway swales, incidental site grading and construction of three (3) single
family homes possibly within the 100" Buffer Zone to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands and
NHESP Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife at 45 & 47 Newbury Road (Map 5, Parcel
62 and Parcel 62, Lot 1) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission 1/1

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.

Old pocket watches,
wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,
X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

—_— k.

Experienced
Dog Walker

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private

and Pet Sittel‘ appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6
Saturday 10:30-5
Brenda Ernst S 15
978-810-5078

Phone: 978-352-2234

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Town of Rowley Stormwater Management and Erosion Control
Bylaw, as amended, a remote Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025
at 8:30 PM, to consider a Stormwater Management Permit application filed by Troy
Spaulding for proposed construction of a four (4) lot subdivision with approximately 475
linear feet of roadway, utlity connections, septic systems, roadway swales, incidental site
grading and construction of three (3) single family homes at 45 & 47 Newbury Rd (Map
5, Parcel 62, and Parcel 62, Lot 1) in Rowley, MA. Total site disturbance is approximately
188,358 sq ft. (4.32 acres).

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission 1/1

LEGAL NOTICE
ROWLEY CONSERVATION COMMISSION

In accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act, Mass. G.L. 131, Section 40, as
amended, and the Town of Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, a remote public meeting
will be held on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 at 8:45 pm to consider an Abbreviated
Notice of Resource Area Delineation application filed by Ted Speros Rowley Farms
Development, LLC for proposed delineation of regulated wetland resource areas at
various off Silva Ln. (Map 8, Parcels 614, 62, 62-B, 62-C, 62-D, 62-E), 531 Havethill
St (Map 8, Parcel 63, Lot A2), 43 Daniels Rd. (Map 8, Parcel 51), 53 Daniels Rd. (Map
8, Parcel 50), land off Smiths Ln. (Map 13, Parcel 3), and land off Daniels Road (Map
13, Parcel 4) in Rowley, MA.

Daniel Shinnick, Chairman

Rowley Conservation Commission 1/1

The Kights of Columbus Council 6064 seeks someone
to plow our lot this winter if the snow is deeper than 4 inches:
87E Main St., Georgetown. Lot holds approximately 10-15 cars. We're
without a plow - it usually takes about 10 minutes...and we are hoping
someone could help us at a reasonable cost.
The building is used by a lot of community groups.
Please contact Lonnie Brennan at 978-352-5449.

978-810-5078
Viewable in
beautiful
Newburyport, Mass.

2019 Mini Countryman
All 4 sport, 38,000 miles
Manual Transmission
Great condition $26,500
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IPSWICH BEVERAGE

Holiday Special Sale

Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99
10% off 6 bottles Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
15% off 12 bottles Jameson 1.75L $48.99
Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99

Josh WHITE 2 for $24 Bacardi 1.75L $21.99
Josh RED 2 for $26* | Kettle One-1.75 L $30.99
\ " Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99

( )
WINE SPECIALS

*(excluding some offerings) Absolut 1.75L $27.99
146 HIGH STREET - IPSWICH

978-356-4322

Save on Windows and Doors!

Buy One, Get One AND AND
% Take an Extra Affordable Financing!
NO Money Down,
4 0 0 FF 2 0 0 0 FF NO Monthly Payments,
ALL WINDOWS AND DOORS' YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE' NO Interest for 12 months'

4 the date of it paid i full within 12 inonths,

4.7 our of 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS

“My overall experience was great. | love the window, and from sales to scheduling, the experience was very good.
The installers are highly skilled professionals and | would recommend Renewal by Andersen to all my contacts.”
~LYNNF. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

Call by January 31

to schedule your FREE consultation.

L 866-572-8491

RENEWAL
by ANDERSEN

FULLSERVICE WINDOW & DOOR REPLACENENT

and
11/1/2028 200 1/31/20 1/31/2005.

Alighs resnved. RBAL3669

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

LIMITED T

TIME )
orrier | B0QZ
SAVE! INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE (O] £ A
€RIEHOME. 1,844.887.6576 cxics /512004

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (‘Erie”). Offer terms
and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its dffiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriechome.com/erie-licenses/

*
15% off Total Purchase
" Le af u a r‘d * This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following
W ' T a7 T OV S T e ooz o e e & e
ed companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous par-
Get it today. Protected for hfe. ticipants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months

and all current and former Company customers. Previous/future purchas-
es are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does

not qualify for discount. This offer cannot be combined with any other
a O O e O u e r sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has

no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any
leaning for good

time without notice. Offer ends 2/28/25.
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

. Receive a $50 Visa Card
_wip . With your Leafguard

mads  purchase!

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated
60-90 minute in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase
will receive a $50 VISA card. Retail value is $50. Offer sponsored by Leaf-
Guard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over
F = 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must

have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following
persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated
companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous partici-
pants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all
current and former Company customers. Card may not be extended, trans-
ferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a card of equal
or greater value if it deems it necessary. Card will be mailed to the partici-
pant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of
the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with
any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or pro-
moted by VISA and is subject to change without notice prior to reservation.

Except in the states of MD, NY and DC, where the gift card offer is limited to
$25. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 2/28/25.

* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will
clean your gutters for free.

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!" Leaf¢Eilter

PROTECTION
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Say “NO” to Cleaning jm

Protect Your Home

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

With LeafFilter.
Promo: 285

R R m
+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1
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Out Your Gutters. i

BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-449-8533

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 978-954-3775
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply. G E N E RAC

Where do The Town Common advertisers find their new customers?

WE REACH CUSTOMERS IN YOUR TOWN AND IN THE REGION!!!
ADVERTISE IN The Town Common — BE PART OF OUR EXCITING GROWTH!

Amesbury, Beverly, Boxford, Essex, Georgetown, Gloucester, Groveland, Hamilton, Ipswich, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Rowley,
Salisbury, West Newbury, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, Rye, Seabrook, Topsfield, Wenham ... and growing!




