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John Byrne in front of popular Christinas items (Photo: Stewart Lytle)

Tom’s Discount:

A Shopping Adventure

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

SALISBURY - Whether it is a plastic bin,
birthday wrapping paper, office supplies or a
reflective jacket that keeps you and your dog
safe after dark, Tom's Discount Store is your
go-to store.

In the 15,000-square-foot store on Ree.
110 with 32,000 different items, everything
from reading glasses to garden soil, shopping
at Tom’s is an adventure. You never know
what you will find as you wander its many
aisles.

‘A great place to shop and save a ton
of money,” wrote Tom (no relation) from
Georgetown on Yelp social media. “Looking
for houschold products or have a tool you
need? Chances are Tom's Discount will
have it. I've recently purchased Hi-Visibility
jackets for use while I ride on my motorcycle.
These are great jackets that you can't buy
anywhere for under a $100. At Tom's, buy
them for less than $50.

Tom’s, which opened its doors in 1996 at
the Crossroads Shopping Plaza, is thriving in
a retail sector that seems to be dying. When
Tom Newman opened his mom-and-pop
discount stores, one of the major suppliers
in Manchester, NH, had 65 to 70 similar
stores in the area.

Today, Tom’s is one of only five or six
discount stores in the region, and the
Manchester supplier has closed its doors.

The reasons: Covid, Amazon, and to a
lesser degree, chain stores like Walmart in
Seabrook, NH.

But Tomss is different, primarily because
Tom and Maryann Newman, then John
Byrne, Tom’s cousin, who now owns the
store, take pride in providing service,
helping customers find something they are
looking for or something they didn't know
they were looking for.

When a customer buys something heavy
like bags of Coast of Maine garden soil,
Byrne or one of the employees load it in the
car. If a customer needs an inflatable balloon
for a party, they blow it up that day, waiting
to make someone happy. When a customer
is wandering aimlessly through the aisles,
expect one of the five or six other employees
on the floor to ask if they need help.

When did that happen at a big box store?

Tom and Maryann, who now live in
Florida, started the discount store when his
Dads print shop was not making enough
money. He created scratch paper pads out
of waste paper and sold them on weekends
at a flea market. The first weekend he made
$500 and he was hooked on the discount
store business.

Soon, Tom opened a 4,000-square-foot
store selling scratch pads and a variety of
other items. When demand for his wares
outstripped that space, the Newmans bought

Continued on page 5
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Salem Five Bank team membm in Georgetown show a poman of one of the multiple batchex of  presents they are collecting
in the main lobby to bring smiles to so many in need this year. L-R: Aaron, Jalin, Debbie, and Rebecca.

Salem Five Creating Holiday Magic for Familes in Need

GEORGETOWN - Join Salem Five
and The Salvation Army by donating new,
unwrapped toys to kids in the community this
holiday season from now until the end of the
year. Pictured are Aaron, Jalin, Debbie, and
Rebecca.

Our team at Salem Five Bank in Georgetown
is so grateful for the toys our customers
and community have been dropping off. We
appreciate you all joining us in creating holiday
magic for families in need.
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How to Submit
Letters to th‘e Editor

Marc Maravalli, B.S., R.Ph.
Publisher/Editor, The Town Common
Letters to the Editor provide
a useful way of communicating
concerns, issues, or suggestions to
all members of the community.
The Town Common encourages

all citizens to submit letters
concerning issues of interest and
concern to the local community.

Letters selected for publication
may be edited for length and clarity.
Some letters may serve as a catalyst
for other articles or coverage, and
community leaders and agencies
will be offered an opportunity to
respond to letters concerning their
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and
include a daytime telephone
number.

Letters may be submitted to:

The Editor
c/o The Town Common
77 Wethersfield St.
Rowley, MA 01969
or preferably via e-mail to:
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is
S5pm Wednesday (except when a
federal holiday necessitates an
earlier deadline).

S [

The Town Common
serves the communities of the
Upper North Shore of Mass. &
Coastal New Hampshire and

welcomes your participation.
Send your Organization or Group
Notices, Birth or Engagement
Announcements, Photos, Articles
and Letters to the Editor,
by mail, phone, or e-mail to:
77 Wethersfield St., Rowley, MA 01969
Phone: 978-432-9669

E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com
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By Ava Moeckel, Reporter

ROWLEY - Solace for Stephanie last
week auctioned off a basketball signed by
every member of the World Champion
Boston Celtics, earning the charity that cares
for cancer patients an additional $5,250.

In total, the non-profit Solace’s 14th annual
Comedy Night raised more than $30,000, its
largest fundraising event ever, said board
member MaryAnn “Mo” Levasseur.

Initially, the Celtics’ autographed ball was
the final item to be bid on at the event in
November, but when the bidding seemed to
stall at $1,500, the board asked the sold-out

The official autographed Celtics ball oy of 325 people at the Topsfield Fair for

Photo provided by Solace for Stephanie
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Mobile Bar Service - Bartending, Stationary Bar, and
Mobile Bar to work your private or corporate event!
You provide the alcohol and we'll provide the rest to
make your party a success. Licensed and Insured,
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permission to withdraw the ball and bid it
separately after the event.

The Solace board was expecting the ball to
produce a bid of more than $5,000, as had
an autographed Celtics' ball at an Ipswich
fundraising event recently. The crowd readily
agreed.

Thanks to Duane Johnston, a retired
Celtics official, and a friend, Brian Nelson,
the group had received a private bid of
$5,250 from an anonymous donor. Last
week during a day-long bidding session on
line, that bid remained the winner.

All of the $30,000 raised by the fundraising
effort will go to help cancer patients who are
struggling to pay their bills.

Since 2010, Solace for Stephanie has
helped more than 117 cancer victims and

Celtics Autographed Ball Scores for Cancer Group

given out 20 college scholarships to students.
Solace for Stephanie was created in honor
of Stephanie Jenkins, a popular Rowley
hairdresser who died of cancer. The charity is
administered by her family and friends.

The charity is helping two women with
advanced cancer and a six-year-old girl whose
bone marrow transplant from her twin
brother failed. Solace provided assistance
through a donation.

In a closing letter last year to all Solace’s
amazing “angels” who took part in Comedy
Night, Levasseur wrote: “Whether it was
hands on behind the scenes, to purchasing a
ticket, to sending a donation, to sponsoring
a gift card, to volunteering that night.
We could go on and on. YOU made the
difference.” ¢

Merrimac Police
Receive $19,986 State

Grant to Improve

Road Safety

MERRIMAC - Chief Eric Shears is
pleased to share that the Merrimac Police
Department has been awarded $19,986.84
in state grant funding to improve road safety.

The Merrimac  Police Department
received funding through the Municipal
Road Grant Safety Program. The funding
will allow departments to afford road safety
initiatives such as traffic safety enforcement,
bicyclist and pedestrian safety enforcement,
non-enforcement activities such as training
or community events, and the purchase of
traffic safety equipment or other community
safety items such as bike helmets.

Merrimac Police will use the funding to
enhance traffic, pedestrian, and bicycle safety
enforcement, purchase traffic and bicycle
safety equipment and bike helmets, as well
as fund the Old Home Days Bike Rodeo. 4
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December 14
December 15

Greater Newburyport
Adult and Community

Education Classes

Greater  Newburyport  Adult  and
Community Education will once again be
offering SAT Prep classes this winter for
college bound high schoolers as well as ESL
classes.

SAT Prep Math will be held on Tuesdays,
beginning January 21. SAT Prep English
begins on Thursday, January 23. All
subsequent English classes will be held on
Mondays from January 27th onward. Both
courses will run for 6 weeks and will be
held 6-8pm at Newburyport High School.
Students may take one or both classes. There
isa discount if both courses are taken. Classes
are open to any high school student in the
Greater Newburyport region and beyond. It
is not required to be a Newburyport student
to take the classes. Registration is online. It
is recommended that participants register
carly as there is a space limit. The SAT test is

Continued on page 5
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Z0O Gentle Cleanser » $50 VALUE
Spray Tan » $75 VALUE

Brow Lamination & Tint - $105 VALUE

Revitalash Advanced Pro -» $152 VALUE

Lash Lift and Tint » $115 VALUE

Vacation Basket -~ $250 VALUE

Hydrafacial Deluxe w/ Dermaplane » $250 VALUE
Lux Teeth Whitening - $250 VALUE

ZO Skincare Kit -~ $280 VALUE

Advanced Customized Facial > $300 VALUE
Botox/Filler ~ $600 VALUE

ADVATx Treatment > $650 VALUE

December 16
December 17
December 18
December 19
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 23
December 24
December 25

Healthy Glow Beauty
9 Elm Park,
Groveland, MA

Healthy Glow Med Spa
225 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rowley, MA

HealthyGlowBeauty.com
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BREAKING: Whittier, Triton, and Ipswich May Get New Schools

By Stewart Lytle, Reporter

NORTH SHORE - The Massachusetts
School Building Authority (MSBA) board
of directors played Santa Friday, agreeing to
accept 22 school districts, including three on
the North Shore, into its 2025 assessment
process that could result in the state paying
hundreds of millions of dollars for new
schools.

Approved were Whittier Regional
Vocational, Triton Regional and Ipswich’s
Doyon Elementary. The MBSA vote could
save the 11 municipalities in the Whittier
regional district millions to build a new
regional vocational high school.

In addition, the towns of Ipswich,
Newbury, Rowley and Salisbury could
also benefit from about 50 percent state
money to the rebuilding of Triton Regional
Middle and High schools and building a new
Ipswich Doyon Elementary.

Including Whittier, which had its plans
for a $446 million new school shot down by
its governing municipalities this year, means
the state is willing to consider a new proposal
to relocate the school to the Northern Essex
Community College’s Haverhill campus and
integrate the two academic programs. Dr.
Lane Glenn, NECC president, attended the
MSBA board meeting.

Triton, which is in dire need to rebuild its
50-year-old middle and high schools, had
been turned down by the MSBA the last two
years to be eligible for the funding program.

Triton Supt. Brian Forget said the vote
to include the schools will avoid the need
to continue investing in “band-aid repairs
and solutions that do not provide a facility
that meets the needs of our students and
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Every Type of Party

MEATBALLS - WINGS -LASAGNA
CHICKEN BROCCOLI ALFREDO
CHICKEN SLIDERS
CHICK PARMESAN
EGGPLANT PARMESAN
ROAST BEEF SLIDERS
WRAP PLATTERS

(978) 356-8800
146 HIGH STREET, IPSWICH, MA
POMODORIPIZZERIA.COM

community.”

“We have been working together with our
town officials since 2019 on a solution for
the well-documented needs at our secondary
campus. ] am thrilled with today's supportive
vote by the MSBA Board to partner with us
as it will make the right solution possible,”
Forget wrote in an email.

Ipswich plans
to  combine
two  existing
schools,
Winthrop
and  Doyon,
into one new
building on the
Doyon site.

The  state
legislative
delegation,
Sen. Bruce Tarr,
R-Gloucester,
and Rep.
Kiristin Kassner,
D-Hamilton,
told the MSBA
board  they
support  all
three projects.

The MSBA
process is not
speedy to
design  and
manage a
process that will
create  schools
to last the next
half  century.
Beginning early
in 2025, the

state authority will work in the first phase of
270 days with the school districts, the towns,
selected architects and builders to assess
whether the district can manage and fund
such a large capital project.

Having worked on the project for the last
three years, Forget believes Triton is ready
to move quickly in the initial phase. The
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school district has set aside the $1.5 million
for the feasibility study, has completed an
assessment of the buildings needs by an
outside contractor and has established a
capital projects subcommittee of the Triton
School Committee that includes Alecia
Greco, Christine Kneeland and Michael
Colburn, the chairs of the SelectBoards for

each town.

Forget hopes that the plans for a new
building and approval of a projected $172
million in bonds to pay for it can be voted
on by the town at the ballot box and at Town
Meeting in the spring of 2027.

In Ipswich, the school committee estimates

Continued on page 5

Pike Marine

has your new repower
In stock

All portable motors
In stock
Up to $260 OFF!

80 Main St., Essex, MA
978-768-7161

www.pikemarine.com
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Our own Poinsettias, caras, candles & gifts
Gordon's beautiful handerafted arrangements

AND GREENHOUSES
24 ESSEX ROAD, IPSWICH
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Air Source, Air to Water Systems
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© Jspheekas@DuctlessSaves.com

MASS SAVE REBATES UP TO
§$16,000 [$50k 0% Financing

617-504-0045

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com

Commercial Residential

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!
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o
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OFF
INSTALLATION

MADE IN THE U.S.A.
Expires 12/31/2024

TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!
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New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms
and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using
automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

SAT Prep & ESL

Continued from page 2

scheduled for March 8, 2025.

English (ESL) classes are also being
offered for beginning to intermediate level
individuals of all ages and instruction will
include speaking, reading, and writing.
Classes start Monday, January 27 and run
for eight weeks. Students may register
online at newburyportadulted.org or there
is also walk-in registrations on Monday,
January 27, between 5:30pm - 7:00pm
at Nock Middle School, 70 Low Street,
Newburyport. All students must attend
the January 27th meeting at which time
students’ language skills will be assessed to
determine the level and scope of instruction.
The curriculum may be adapted to meet
students’ specific needs and abilities. The fee
is $89. Newcomers to the area, parents, or
employees of area businesses working in a
multicultural environment, all are welcome.
Classes are open to anyone in the Greater
Newburyport region and beyond.

GNACE s offering a Buy one, get one
free special on gift certificates now through
Christmas. Give the gift of learning]

For more information and any updates,
contact Patty St. John at 978-465-1257 or

follow us on Instagram and Facebook. ¢

Recycle This Newspaper

@ Share the Gt
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Tom's Discount
Continued from page 1
the defunct Sailor Bills party house and

opened an 8,000-square-foot discount store
at 175 Elm St. in Salisbury.

Maryann remembers how they used
money they didnt have to place full-page
newspaper advertisements promoting the
soon-to-open store. They maxed out credit
cards to buy products to stock the shelves.
And they created a sense of mystery by
covering the windows with brown paper.

On opening day, to their surprise, they
opened the door to a crowd of customers
10 deep.

Tom’s Discount has been creating
excitement at Christmas and throughout the
year ever since.

More than two decades later, customers
who danced and dined at Sailor Bill's now
delight in shopping at Tom, John Byrne
said.

Tom and now John, quickly became
experts at buying close-outs, boxes and
pallets of products unsold in the large chain
stores. Byrne said a large box store rotates
its products in a matter of weeks, but Tom’s
stocks the same wares until they sell out.

For example, a chain store that may sell
Stetlite plastic bins stock only five or six
different sized bins. Tom’s has a container
in back full of Sterlite in 50 to 100 different
size bins.

“When I shop at Tom's I almost always
find at least one item that I didn't know that
I needed untl I saw it,” wrote customer Ann
G. from Newburyport. “Major categories are
kitchen items, cleaning and party supplies,

plastic storage containers, and tools. A
few months ago, a 4pk of energy efficient
lightbulbs was $1.99, and on Amazon the
same ones were $20.

“If one keeps an open mind and enjoys
browsing, it's a great place to find a bargain.”

Tom’s has always been an integral part of
the Salisbury and Triton community. Tom
and Maryann were active in the Lion’s Club.
They sponsored youth athletic teams, the
Triton band, and sports teams. Every year
they donated a senior scholarship.

“We were known as the business that was
always good for a donation,” Tom said.

Three years ago, Byrne, a veteran
landscaper, bought Tom’s from his cousin
just after Covid shut down the retail world.
It was a grueling lesson for him in how to
be agile.

Today, if there is a shortage of plastic bags
because a Gulf Coast plastics manufacture
goes down, John buys more Coast of Maine
soil for the season because it is bagged
in plastic and won't be available. When a
chlorine plant blew up in Texas last year, he
stocked up on chlorine for the summer for
his customers who own pools.

“We have something for everyone.
Seriously, no matter what your project
is Tom's can help you save a buck. We
have been family owned since 1996 and
counting!” the web site states.

Shopping at Toms is an adventure,
Maryann said. The customers agree.

Frannie Z. from Haverhill wrote that
unless she is headed to the beach for a day of
sunbathing, “Tom’s is going to be a pit stop.
It is a great place to putz and find stuff you
didn't even know you needed!” ¢

Town of Ipswich Income-Restricted Rental Opportunity

11-15 Market Street - Ipswich, MA 01938

5 Income-Restricted Rental Units
$1,703 Rent

*Rent does not include utilities. Tenants are responsible for all utilities, including cable/internet (optional)

# of Bedrooms

2-Bedroom

Minimum Income*
(set by owner + based on # of bedrooms
+ Area Median Income (AMI))

Minimum Income

Household Size

(60% AMI)

Maximum Allowable Incomes*
(set by HUD + based on household size + Area
Median Income (AMI))

Maximum Income
(60% AMI)

$68,520

$78,360

$88,140

$51,090

$97,920

1
2
3
4
5

$105,780

6

$113,640

o *2024 Area Median Incomes for Boston, Cambridge, Quincy, MA-NH MSA
Minimum incomes_do not apply to households receiving housing assistance such as Section 8, MRVP, or VASH

MaloneyProperties.com, or call

(617) 531-7123 Ext 778 | US Relay 711

might need to complete the application.

Applications are available during the application period,
from Monday, November 11th, 2024 -
Friday, January 10th, 2025

To request an online application or to have one sent by email,

visit www. 1 1MarketStreetAffordables.com, email 11Market@

If you cannot complete the application online, please call us
at (617) 531-7123 Ext 778 | US Relay 711, to request that we
mail you one and to ask us for any support or guidance you

Applications can also be picked up in-person at:

25 North Main St, Ipswich, MA 01938
During normal business hours

Applications must be submitted online, faxed, or postmarked|
no later than Friday, January 10th, 2025

Aten: Market Street Lottery
27 Mica Lane, Wellesley, MA 02481.

Ipswich Public Library

DEADLINE:

Mailed to:
Maloney Properties, Inc.

o Selection by Lottery. Use & Occupancy Restrictions Apply.
e Preference for Households with at least 1 person per bedroom.

For more information, free language assistance, or reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities,

please call (617) 531-7123 Ext 778 | US Relay 711 or email 11Market@MaloneyProperties.com
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Equal Housing Opportunity
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& Health & Wellness &

Brighter Smiles ... “IT’S JUST A CLEANING”

By J. PETER ST. CLAIR, DMD

This is a phrase we hear far t00 frequently
when patients call to cancel or change their
dental hygiene appointments. When the
patient is told that there are no open hygiene
appointments for 4-6 months, the response
is often, “Oh, thats okay, it’s just a cleaning.”
This lack of concern is only partly to blame
on the patient; most of the accountability
falls in the lap of the dental team.

If you read this column with any
frequency, I am sure you have seen me report
that 75% of the population has some form of
periodontal (gum) disease. I'm sure you have
also read that periodontal disease has been
linked to heart disease, stroke, pre-term, low
birth-weight babies, diabetes, and possibly
even some types of cancer. The problem is
the dental team is not discussing this enough
with their patients.

Here’s the way I see it: If a patient has
made the decision to seek the services of a
dental office, we must assume that the reason
is based on wanting to improve and/or
maintain their dental health. If that’s not the
reason you go to the dentist, what is? Patients
will often say during an exam, “Please don't
find anything.” Our response may be, “Well
then, I better not look.” Assuming the reason
for going to a dental office is to improve and/
or maintain dental health as part of overall
health, it is the obligation of the dental team
to “find stuff” if it’s there, communicate that
with the patent, and have a conversation
about whether any steps should be taken.

For example, based on your level of
periodontal health, there are different levels
of frequency recommended for hygiene
visits. The majority of patients should
be seen every 6 months. Some are lucky
enough to have yearly visits recommended
to them. For others, every 3 or 4 months is
recommended. This frequency is determined
by your dental team to maintain your dental
health. Regardless, if you put off your routine
care by 1, 2 or even 6 months, that is a lot
of time to have bacterial growth accumulate
and put your body into a defensive mode
due to increased inflammation. This brings
me back to the reason you have chosen to be
an active dental patient.

New Schools!

Continued from page 3

that a new Doyon school would cost the
town about $60 million.

If MSBA approves the design and plan
for the schools, it will contribute about 50
percent of the total costs.

Whittier's move to the community college
campus could open new funding sources
for what is expected to be an expensive new
vocational school. The community college
system has other state funding sources, which
might benefit the cities and towns, many of
which are strapped financially.¢

Remember, gum disease is not only bad
because it makes your breath stink and your
teeth fall oug; it is bad for you systemically
because of chronic inflammation. You
may very well not notice an increase in
inflammation, but your body does. There are
measurable indicarors of this.

If your goal is optimal health, routine
maintenance is essential. I tell my team all
the time that we must continue to educate
the people who put their trust in us to
maintain their dental health.

Depending on your car, there is a
recommended maintenance schedule. If you
ignore the recommended maintenance, only
bad things can happen. You may be able to
“stretch it out” a little, but must understand
there are risks associated with that decision.

If you knew how bad chronic inflammation
really was for you, you would want to be seen
more frequently than you are.

There are obviously valid reasons why
patients need to change an appointment.
Most dental offices understand that. It is
the frequency, attitude (It just a cleaning),
and lack of commitment that causes both
disruptdion within the dental office and
discontinuity of care.

Dr. St. Clair maintains a private dental
practice in Rowley dedicated 1o health-
centered family dentistry. He has a special
interest in treating snoring, sleep apnea
and TMJ problems. If there are certain
topics you would like to see written about
or questions you have please email them to

him at jpstclair@stclairdmd.com

www.thetowncommon.com

PROFESSIONAL
Interior Painting

Sea Valley Painting

978-484-2437

OFFERINGS INCLUDE:
Botox, Fillers,
Vitamin Injection &
IV Infusions,
Skin Care Consults

Alison Caram, RN
Fully Licensed & Insured

www.oceanseternalmed.com B
info@oceanseternalmed.com
r

978-479-3378

MOBILE BEAUTY & WELLNESS

~for You and Your Friends
in the Comfort of Your Own Home

THE TOBACCOSHACK
ROWLEY, MA
COMFORTABLE SMOKING LOUNGE WITH WI FI

WIDE VARIETY OF NEW CIGAR PRODUCTS
PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES

WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF
THE BIACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

PLUS YOUR FAVORITE TEAMS ON OUR BIG SCREEN

> 162 Newburyport Turnpike, rf =2
— Rte 1, Rowley Iy
Next to Agawam Diner

978-948-2417

SICK & TIRED OF DEALING WITH RENTER ISSUES?
LET US HELP. IT'S WORTH IT.

Short-term Rental Marketing & Hosting
Property Management

Repairs & Maintenance

Cleaning

UNIQUE

WINESIwIRT

Call/Text MARK 978-310-9358
Unigqueedgemanagement.com

good
earth

PURE SOY CANDLES
www.goodearthcandles.com

Natural Organic Scents

Candles for
all occasions
Fri & Sat 12n-5p, Sun 10a-3p
6 Ashley Rd, Rowley

PC, MAC,

& ANDROID

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS
networks e internet ¢ viruses

upgrades * wireless
performance optimization
focused user training

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

/3 BEVERLY
V CHEDIT UNION
%

S-Month CD 4 o 75 7%
9-Month CD 4. 50 7
13-Monthco 4,25 %

*Mimimum balance to opoen s $500. Smonth berm dividend rataaESS Bsmonth len disdend l“ H
4.11\5 1 3-meand ferm devidend robe B 4.27% Fabe 8 flxed “m‘wmm
Tersinsad o epry procpal wilhdrmwal Teern o i il pravaling

unless mamber contacts s Sen wehsile o crndq.mh“. "'!-*"’-“"- rlw

account
reduce aormings. Pemconal sccounts only, AR S mmmmhmm
meartice. Limibed time offer vald os ol 114'131‘!‘. Fﬂﬂj'm m

computer doctor
978-312-1261
Support | Training | Repair

ComputerDoctorUSA.net

139 Cabot Street, Beverly 978-922-5254
beverlycreditunion.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) A
project benefits from your organiza-
tional skills that get it up and running.
Your success leaves a highly favor-
able impression. Don’t be surprised if
you get some positive feedback soon.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)

Spend time on practical matters
throughout the week, then shift your
focus to more artistic pursuits. Resist
being overly self-critical. Just allow
yourself to feel free to create.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Restarting those creative projects you
had set aside for a while will help pro-
vide a much-needed soothing balance
to your hectic life. Besides, it will be
like meeting old friends again!

CANCER June 21 to July 22) A
change in plans could make it tough
to keep a commitment. But stay with
it. You’ll get an A-plus for making the
effort to do what’s right and not taking
the easy way out by running off.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) The
Lion’s enthusiasm for a workplace
policy review is admirable. But be
sure you know who is really behind
the resistance to change before point-
ing your finger at the wrong person.

VIRGO (August 23 to September
22) You can expect to have a lot of
work throughout the first half of the
week. Devote the rest of the week
to checking your plans in case some
need to be adjusted.

LIBRA (September 23 to October
22) Try to avoid signing on the dotted

The Spats

line during the early part of the week.
You need time to study issues that
weren’t fully explored. The latter part
of the week might be more favorable
for decision-making.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) A new development could
snarl travel schedules or other holi-
day-linked projects. Some flexibil-
ity might be called for, to deal with
problems before they get too far out
of hand.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to
December 21) Relatives seek your
advice on a matter you’d rather not be
involved in. If so, use your sage Sag-
ittarian tact to decline the ““offer” so
that no one’s feelings are needlessly
hurt.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to
January 19) A shift in your planning
direction might help you speed up
your progress toward achieving a
long-planned goal. Trusted colleagues
are ready to offer valuable support.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) An unexpected demand for the
settlement of an old loan could create
some preholiday anxiety. But you
might not really owe it. Check your
records thoroughly before remitting
payment.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20)
It’s a good time to get involved with
your social circle. Enjoy some well-
earned fun and games with those clos-
est to you before you have to resume
more serious activities next week.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your ability
to sense the needs of others makes you
a wise counselor for those seeking
help with their problems.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

by Jeff Pickering

Sllpel‘ Crossword —_nor a siNGLE spoT

ACROSS 59 Catch sight of 103 “l got — in 7 Cider fruit 47 All tied up 84 Partly open
1 Hoover, e.g. 60 Ostrich’s kin Kalamazoo” 8 Chou En- — 48 Sharp knocks 85 Neuwirth of
7 Hertz rival 61 Big name in 104 Toothpaste 9 Picnic pest 50 “You are not!” “Cheers”

12 Military cosmetics tube inits. 10 Emceeing aid retort 86 Nonclerical
vehicle for 64 Big bees 105 — kwon do 11 Earthy hues, 51 Noble acts 87 “Me? Never!”
recon 66 Rainforests 108 O.J. Simpson to Brits 52 “All booked 89 Husbands-

20 Roma’s place and such trial judge 12 Satirizes up, sorry” to-be

21 Gointo a 69 Round 111 Activity that 13 Division of a 53 Model 93 Tots’ haulers
major tizzy one of the will be unsuc- long poem Tequila 94 — discount

22 Worth of a corners in cessful when 14 Tolkien brute 58 Catch sight of 95 Smartphone
security at Monopoly applied to 15 Coll. in the 60 Liverpool loc. pic, often
its face 72 Mets’ div. this puzzle’s Old Dominion 61 Purple flower 96 Railing sites

23 Rare 73 Vast span theme? State 62 — acid (fat 97 Sunni’s faith
musical gift 74 Awful review 117 Hans 16 Home of the substance) 98 Animated

25 Being filmed 77 First-aid plant Christian — NFL’s Bucs 63 Irish actor 2016 Disney

26 Aug. follower 78 Purplish berry 118 JFK Library 17 Symbol of a Stephen film

27 Feel awful 79 Derby, e.g. architect fresh start 64 Allowance 99 After a time

28 Tree’s anchor 80 Buffalo’s 119 The Beach 18 Gold-related 65 Sizable vase 100 Sup at

30 Sandbox toy county Boys’ “Help 19 “Royal,” in 66 Put to work home

31 Elicitor of a 81 Aladdin’s Me, —" 20-Across 67 A single time 101 Adobe
rave review monkey pal 120 People giving 24 Up to, in brief 68 Sports sides Acrobat file

39 Newton and 82 Excellent rubdowns 29 Metal in rocks 69 Early TV 106 Forever
Asimov etiquette 121 Printer brand 32 Small error host Jack — day

41 Beats of life 88 Wasn't 122 Motto 33 German for 70 “Dark Angel” 107 “Manhattan

42 Klutzy sorts penned up “eight” star Jessica Beach”

43 Naiad or 90 Levi's, e.g. DOWN 34 Design detail 71 Healthy novelist
dryad 91 Start 1 Big cheeses 35 — wrestling intellects Jennifer

44 Plant swelling 92 Singer Celine 2 Suited to — 36 Strategy 74 Introducing 109 Sooner than,

46 Ben of 93 Green sushi 3 Goldfish and 37 Quaint news- 75 Broadcaster poetically
“Zoolander” condiment minnows are paper section 76 Aeries, e.g. 110 Sch. in

49 Mint quality 96 “M*A*S*H” members of it 38 Primary 78 Big primate Terre Haute

54 “13th” actor David 4 Samuelsson 39 Dressed for 79 Clutch sitter 112 Gig hookup
director Ogden — who got the nighty-night 80 Film scorer 113 FedEXx rival
DuVernay 97 Famed winning goal 40 IHOP topping Morricone 114 Zodiac lion

55 Styne of song Steelers play in the 1991 44 Result 82 — -Z (old 115 Dallas Stars’

56 TV spots of 1972 Stanley Cup 45 — Moines Camaro) org.

57 Vaper's item 102 Cole Porter’s 5 Driver's 180 46 Autograph: 83 List of 116 “Yabba

58 How-to unit “— Love” 6 Large parrots Abbr. options dabba —!”
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
..Call Attorney Steven Merritt

&b

REFRESH

Increase Revenue Today!

Bring your web presence up to code with

fresh designs,

ads, and more.

is the friendly place

10 find new customers. » Family Law » Criminal Law

» Restraining Orders = Bankruptcy

Start Creating.

refreshstudio.com

. . A
Great Rates - Loyal Readership Creative — Contempt of Court = Landlord/Tenant i 4
. and winning o i ) Web Development  Web Hosting i ik
Call 978-432-9669 or email solutions s Civil L1t1gat10n L] Spec1al Education Law Social Media Marketing » Web Design (' Bradley Maravalli
stem from SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing Owner/Developer

advertise@thetowncommon.com Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design ¢ Print Design

life experience Free Consultation! 978-973-9400 978-500-9369

DR .. F T £
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CLASSIFIED ADS

om ALWAYS BUYING o,
Books, vintage posters,
artwork, comic books,
ephemera, and related
printed material.
Single items and entire
collections sought.
bookaugur@gmail.com

978-518-2298

AMERICAN HOME
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY
Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured.
30 years experience. Free Estimates.

Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283
BALDASSARI PAINTING

Painting Interior/Exterior.

Wallpapering & removal. Free

estimates 781-953-6890 or
978-688-0161

GARY’S JUST STUFF
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT /
SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups,
etc., pick-up and delivery available,
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings
stain killed, repaired, or replaced,
carpentry interior-exterior repairs,
windows repaired and replaced,
gutters cleaned, repaired or
replaced, clean outs and clean ups
of all kinds. General masonry,
all brick work, chimney work,
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

HELP WANTED

... a Marketing / Advertising
Consultant to join our sales team.

Earn generous commissions and
residuals while enjoying your freedom
to work independently.

Growth Company No cap on eamings
Quality Leads = Supportive Team

This is a great opportunity for an
individual who wants to maintain a
flexible schedule and earn a great income.
To arrange an interview, send your
resume to:
admin@thetowncommon.com

$20/WEEK GETS
YOU A PREMIUM
AD THAT
EVERYONE READS
IN

The Town Common
advertise@thetowncommon.com

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS
PLACE YOURS!
$10/week
$30 for 4 weeks
advertise@thetowncommon.com

The Klgihts of Columbus Council 6064 seeks someone to plow -
our lot this winter: 87E Main St., Georgetown. Lot holds
approximately 10-15 cars. We're withouta plow, and we are -
hoping somone could help us at a reasonable cost.
Please contact Lonnie Brennan at 978-609-4183.

T W

'WANTED: SNOW PLOW DRIVER -
FOR KofC LOT |

3> OF COLUMBUS)|

M SERVICE TO ONE. |N SERYICE TO ALL.

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage Barn in Kensington, NH;
12°x12’ box stall, full turnout and board for $680/month. Please call

603-378-0140 or email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net for information.

HELP WANTED
The Town Common

is seeking the right individual
to join/share in our growth.

We need your help!
Business customers are our readers.

Whether full-time or part-time,
you'll earn a great commission
as we expand our readership
across 22 communities of the
Upper North Shore of MA and Coastal NH.
Join us and help local businesses grow

in The Town Common.

Account Managers set their own hours and earn a generous
commission. Contact us today at 978-432-9669 or
advertise@thetowncommon.com

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.

Old pocket watches,
wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234

WANTED TO BUY
Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver
U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars
U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945
U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

——-
IIIIII!FI_

|
r\.

o X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More
Experienced _
D 20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA
(4] Walker Hours:
g . Closed on Monday, Private
and Pet Slttel‘ appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6
Saturday 10:30-5
Brenda Ernst SIS

978-810-5078 Phone: 978-352-2234

MINI COUNT YM

2019 Mini Coun

All 4 sport, 38,000 miles
Manual Transmission
Great condition

$26,500

978-810-5078
Viewable in
beautiful
Newburyport, Mass.

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified
Service when you need it most.

We Offer:
« Personalized and Traditional Funerals
+ Cremations * Graveside Services
« Memorial Services
+ Advance Planning Options
Jeffrey E. Megna, CFSP

Licensed Funeral Director/Embalmer (Type 3)
Owner

14 Independent St., Rowley, MA
www.fsrobertsandson.com
office@fsrobertsandson.com

978-948-7763

AMERICAN
ARCHITECTURAL

GENERAL CONTRACTORS L.L.C.

Consultation to Project Completion
- Carpentry - Masonry - Landscaping - Roofing - Basements - Water Entry

- All Maintenance Work - All Types of Restorations (‘)VER %5 YEARS of
- Free Initial Consultation + Project Management “In the Field Experlence

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION

Vincent A. Tafrate, 6.c. (617)835-3550

- All Phases of Construction + Commercial/Residential

NG EINGES

"a o)) PLUMBING & HEATING & AC
978-535-4888

Licensed & Insured
www.ynungsplumbmgma,cum

[ Perer Sl .]dlj. D 9 Brookside Sleep Wellness
Preventative, Diplomate,
Complete Health American Board of
Dentistry Dental Sleep Medicine

Better Health,
Better Life.

978-948-2030

www.stclairdmd.com

Sleep Better,
Live Better.

978-948-2661

www.brooksidesleepwellness.com

151 Central Street = Rowley, MA 01969
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Yes, Virginia There is a Santa Claus

Dear Readers of The Town Common,

During the past twenty-one years I have had the privilege to serve my community by creating and operating
The Town Common. We have overcome many obstacles, shared in many wonderful stories, participated in
many local events, and have always enjoyed providing a valuable community service.

This season I wish everyone the happiest of holidays and thank all our loyal readers, advertisers and friends
for helping us become and stay a welcome part of the community. We look forward to serving you for many
more years to come.

A tradition for our newspaper has been to run the following column each Christmas season. Enjoy.

Sincerely,
Marc Maravalli, Founding Publisher/Editor
The Town Common

Eight-year-old Virginia O'Hanlon wrote a letter to the editor
of New York's Sun, and the quick response was printed as an
unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The work of veteran newsman
Francis Pharcellus Church has since become history's most reprinted
newspaper editorial, appearing in part or whole in dozens of languages
in books, movies, and other editorials, and on posters and stamps.

Dear Editor:

I am 8 years old. Some of my little friends say there is no
Santa Claus. Papa says, 'If you see it in THE SUN it's so." Please tell
me the truth; is there a Santa Claus?
Virginia O'Hanlon.
115 West Ninety-Fifth St

there is n.
Santa Claus

Virginia,

Your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not
believe except [what] they see. They think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or children's, are little. In this great universe of ours man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured by
the intelligence capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as certainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there were no Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment,
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see
fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive
or imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the
unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view and
picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing
else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay, ten
times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 978-954-3775
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC

*Terms and Conditions apply.

IPSWICH BEVERAGE

Holiday Special Sale

Jack Daniel 1.75L $40.99
Evan Williams 1.75L $26.99
Jameson 1.75L $48.99

Jim Beam 1.75L $28.99
Bacardi 1.75L $21.99
Kettle One - 1.75 L $30.99
Grey Goose 1.75L $44.99
Absolut 1.75L $27.99

IPSWICH
978-356-4322

4 N\
WINE SPECIALS
10% off 6 bottles
15% off 12 bottles

Josh WHITE 2 for $24

Josh RED 2 for $26*
. "/

*(excluding some offerings)

146 HIGH STREET -

Sold Single Family Homes
—ERRIC A\ CALL FORA FREE ESTIMATE
-

978-948-465-5831
MOVING COMPANY

www.ferrickmovers.com
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company
Bl o gyt USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442

LIST NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SE_TYPE BATHS LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73287370  SLD 53 Haverhill Rd Amesbury, MA AN7944  Detached 2 $399,000 $401,500
73291958  SLD 149 Washington St Groveland, MA AN6420 Detached 2 $489,000 $465,000
73292931 SLD 35 TRUE ROAD Salisbury, MA AN5137  Detached 2 $539,900 $535,000
73302016 SLD 20 Bayberry Ln Salisbury, MA (95168  Detached 2 $559,500 $574,500
73299213 SLD 20 Fruic St Newbury, MA AN6547 Detached 2 $669,000 635,000
73290287  SLD 4 Kimball Rd Amesbury, MA AN8279  Detached 2 $649,900 649,900
73299670 SLD 27 Lafayette Newburyport, MA AN8113  Detached 2 $649,999 $§650,000
73292289 SLD 2 Seven Star Road Groveland, MA AN7636  Detached 2 $679,900 679,900
73288418 SLD 9 Liberty Street Ipswich, MA AN6220 Detached 2 $675,000 §702,000
73288263 SLD 130 Northern Blvd Newbury, MA AN7000 Detached 1 $759,000 §710,000
73290207  SLD 148 Jewett Street Georgetown, MA AN6188 Detached 3 $699,900 §715,000
73296194 SLD 41 Belvedere Rd Boxford, MA G95062  Detached 2 $719,000 §751,000
73268663 SLD 24 Charter Street Newburyport, MA AN4281  Detached 2 $775,000 §755,000
73277449 SLD 58 Boston Rd Newbury, MA ANG617 Detached 3 $799,999 §785,000
73293647 SLD 290 CENTRAL STREET Georgetown, MA AN0224  Detached 2 $849,900 $807,250
73288709  SLD 53-B Pond St Boxford, MA NB3534 Detached 3 $899,900 $915,000
73277666 SLD 18 Donovan Dr West Newbury, MA ANG888  Detached 3 $948,000 $§942,000
73289650 SLD 66 Parish Road U9 U:9 Georgetown, MA AN0420 Detached 4 $1,149,900 1,075,000
73294620  SLD 289 High St Newfurnwrt, MA AN7944  Detached 2 $1,100,000 1,100,000
73296378  SLD 34 Valley Rd Boxford, MA AN2593  Attached 3 $1,100,000  $1,145,000
73301061 SLD 6 Arrowhead Ln Groveland, MA AN8613 Detached 5 1,499,000 1,530,000
73263843 SLD 64 Prospect Street Topsfield, MA AN2383 Detached 4 $§1,995,000 1,750,000
73292986 SLD 2 William Griffin Way Newburyport, MA AN8279  Detached 4 2,199,000 $2,225,500
73280230 SLD 386 R Merrimac Street Newburyport, MA AN4850  Detached 5 $2,495,000  $2,335,000

| Ento . |Residential and Commercial Real Estate

\Uh [H SHORE 978 2554735

91 Bridge Rd Salisbury MA
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Send us Your Favonte Hollday Photos
T he Town Common

editor@thetowncommon.com



