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NEWBURYPORT – Jen Perry opened 
Illume, the second bookstore in this small 
city, on National Independent Bookstore 
Day. On that day, April 29, 2023, the 
city’s downtown was humming with 
the annual Art Walk and even more 
appropriately with the Newburyport 
Literary Festival.

Her first customer posted about the 
new bookstore on a local Facebook site 
and people started showing up in the 
store. They have been flocking in to 
experience Illume and meet Jen Perry 
ever since.

The shop at 10 Market Square took the 
space previously occupied by The Irish 
Shop, which consolidated with its sister 
shop in Portsmouth, and the Face Food 
Natural Beauty Market, which moved 
to the Tannery looking for a larger space. 

“I got lucky,” Perry said, not just to 
find a prominent location in downtown 
Newburyport, but to be in that building, 
which she said has a wonderful landlord 
and is filled with residents and other 
business owners who are have formed 
their own community. 

GEORGETOWN – The Georgetown 
Education Assn. (GEA) is suing the 
town’s School Committee in superior 
court to stop the release of teachers’ 
personnel records to a private citizen.

The school committee, relying 
on an order from the Supervisor of 
Records, released the records, including 
professional development plans, to Kevin 
Wood, who had demanded them of more 
than a dozen teachers.

“The Professional Development 
Plans and related documents constitute 
information of a personal nature 
pertaining to particular employees that is 
useful in making employment decisions 
regarding employees,” the GEA law suit 
states.

Personal records are exempt from 
disclosure under state law, the suit states.

On June 7, 2023, the Supervisor of 
Records ordered the School Committee 
to release the records requested by Wood. 
That was followed in April of 2024 with 
another request from Wood to release the 
individual professional development plan 
and professional development points for 
one individual “to satisfy the statutory 
requirements for license renewal” and the 

Interested in aviation, youth leadership, 
or service to your community? If so, the 
Civil Air Patrol is for you! If you’re age 
12 to 18 and looking for a challenge, join 
us for an introduction to the Civil Air 
Patrol, the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary. Come 
meet our members and hear first-hand 
what it’s like to be a cadet. Learn about 
the incredible opportunities we have to 
offer, including cadet training, leadership 

comments about the employee from the 
supervisor. 

In May this year, Wood requested 
documents on more teachers. Specifically, 
he requested one employee’s letter of 
appointment or contract and the 
employee’s mentoring program records. 

He also requested individual 
professional development plans for 11 
employees. 

The lawsuit does not state why Wood 
wanted to have possession of the teachers’ 
professional development records. And a 
request for an interview with the teachers’ 
union was not returned. 

Wood has filed numerous complaints 
against Georgetown government agencies, 
departments and boards, regarding 
violations to the Open Meetings Law, 
and has on multiple occasions exposed 
professional license lapses by members 
of the school department.  The state has 
returned corrective guidance to the town 
boards on multiple occasions.  Mr. Wood 
was asked to explain why he recently 
requested another batch of individual 
professional development plans for several 
Georgetown teachers, but instead his reply 
aggressively questioned past reporting on 
the issue and vehemently declined to 
comment at this time. 

development, orientation flying, summer 
activities, academic scholarships and much 
more! We’ll explain all the benefits of 
belonging to one of America’s finest youth 

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 4

Union Sues to Keep Teachers' 
Records Closed

Seacoast Composite Squadron
Civil Air Patrol

Experience Illume Bookstore 

Georgetown High School  (Photo: The Town Common)

Jen Perry in her Illume (Photo by Stewart Lytle
)

“We look out for each other,” she said. 
Perry, who had no retail store 

experience, created Illume, short for 
illumination, to be a store she would like 
to visit. She wanted it to be a place people 
shop at even when they are not looking 
for a new book to read, although there are 
lots of choices among the approximately 
700 books. 

She strives to make the shop an 
experience with books, but also art 
and games, particularly puzzles. An Isle 
of Lewis chess set sits on a table and 

customers are invited to sit and play. 
She hosts a wide variety of events from 
the usual author readings and talks to 
trivia nights and meditative experiences, 
called sound baths, where participants are 
bathed in sounds to reduce anxiety.

Perry’s goal is to shine a spotlight on 
each book, so each sits on shelves and 
benches with their covers facing forward, 
not lined up with only the spine for 
customers to read. That means Illume 
offers fewer books than a traditional 
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How to Submit 
Letters to the Editor

Letters to the Editor provide 
a useful way of communicating 
concerns, issues, or suggestions to 
all members of the community. 

The Town Common encourages 
all citizens to submit letters 
concerning issues of interest and 
concern to the local community. 

Letters selected for publication 
may be edited for length and clarity. 
Some letters may serve as a catalyst 
for other articles or coverage, and 
community leaders and agencies 
will be offered an opportunity to 
respond to letters concerning their 
areas of responsibility.

All letters must be signed and 
include a daytime telephone 
number. 

 Letters may be submitted to: 
 The Editor
 c/o The Town Common
 77 Wethersfield St.
  Rowley, MA 01969 
or preferably via e-mail to:  
editor@thetowncommon.com.

The Town Common deadline is 
5pm Wednesday (except when a 
federal holiday necessitates an 
earlier deadline).

The Town Common
serves the communities of the 
Upper North Shore of Mass. & 
Coastal New Hampshire and 
welcomes your participation.

Send your Organization or Group 
Notices, Birth or Engagement 

Announcements, Photos, Articles 
and Letters to the Editor, 

by mail, phone, or e-mail to: 
77 Wethersfield St.,  Rowley, MA 01969

Phone: 978-432-9669
E-mail: news@thetowncommon.com

TIDE CHART

Tile Installation:  
Floors, Walls, Backsplash, Etc.

Free Estimate: 978-484-2437
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5 Thu 1:22 8.2 1:42 8.0 7:36 0.6 7:52 0.6 6:11 7:11

6 Fri 2:00 8.0 2:18 8.1 8:11 0.7 8:32 0.6 6:12 7:10

7 Sat 2:39 7.8 2:56 8.1 8:47 0.9 9:13 0.7 6:13 7:08

8 Sun 3:21 7.6 3:37 8.0 9:27 1.1 9:59 0.8 6:14 7:06

9 Mon 4:06 7.3 4:22 7.9 10:10 1.4 10:48 1.0 6:15 7:04

10 Tue 4:56 7.0 5:12 7.8 10:59 1.6 11:42 1.1 6:17 7:02

11 Wed 5:51 6.7 6:08 7.8 11:52 1.8 6:18 7:01

12 Thu 6:50 6.7 7:07 7.9 12:41 1.1 12:50 1.8 6:19 6:59
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By Stewart Lytle, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

NEWBURYPORT – Louis Tyree was 
the man any parent would love to have 
as a son. 

He grew up in Indiana, where his father 
was a farmer and fought with the Union 
Army in the Civil War. His mother was 
highly literate and imbued her son with a 
desire for education and to better himself.

When told one of the best schools was 
Phillips Exeter Academy, young Tyree 
struck out on his own, traveling more 
than a thousand miles, to Newburyport 
where he worked to save money to pay 
his tuition by working at Wolfe Tavern. 
whose owner was known to help African 
Americans “get a leg up,” said Cyd 
Rasche, a founder of the Newburyport 
Black Initiative. He became a lawyer.  

He attended Newburyport High 
School before he achieve his goal of being 

An Early Black Attorney Honored
The Louis Tyree interpretative sign (Photo by Stewart Lytle)

accepted to Exeter. 
Tyree graduated from Clark University 

and studied at Harvard University and 
earned his law at Boston College School 
of Law.

He got mixed reactions while living in 
Newburyport. The Daily News carried 
an article criticizing black lawyers, yet 
members of the Newburyport Harvard 
Club raised money for his tuition.  

The initiative and the city of 
Newburyport will dedicate an interpretive 
sign honoring Tyree at 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 7, at Tracy Square on Pleasant Street 
where the sign about Tyree is installed. 
It is one of several signs around the city 
commemorating and educating residents 
and tourists about the role African 
Americans played in Newburyport. 

Local genealogist Kristen Fehlhaber 
helped identify several Tyree descendants. 
Two descendants of Tyree, Will Evans, an 

attorney in Milton, and Denice Garrett, 
who live in Dorchester, plan to attend 
the unveiling of the sign honoring their 
ancestor. 

Funded by the city’s Community 

Preservation Committee, the Black 
History Initiative is dedicated to 
highlighting the city’s Black history 
through lectures, panel discussions, 
workshops and historic interpretive signs.

By Ava Moeckel, Reporter
–––––––––––––––––

Veterans may get some property tax 
relief from the state legislature thanks to 
amendments Minority Leader Bruce Tarr 
pushed through to the HERO Act. 

The law, officially known for 
honoring, empowering and recognizing 
servicemembers and veterans, was signed 
into law by Gov. Maura Healey on August 
8. The new law features more than 30 
measures aimed at enhancing benefits, 
updating services and fostering inclusivity 
for veterans throughout Massachusetts.

“Massachusetts has a strong legacy of 
support for our veterans and their families, 
and the passage of this bill moves our state 
even further in our leadership on their 
behalf,” said Tarr, who represents much 
of the North Shore. “I am particularly 
pleased that it includes amendments I 
offered to provide proper recognition for 
Merchant Marines and the Space Force, 
and to set the stage for greater and fairer 
property tax relief for disabled veterans.”

Tarr's amendments focus on key areas 
for recognizing and supporting veterans.

They include making June 12 as U.S. 
Merchant Marine Day in Massachusetts, 
based on the first wartime action involving 
the United States Merchant Marine on 
June 12, 1775.

Another amendment designates Dec. 20 

as U.S. Space Force Day in Massachusetts, 
recognizing the establishment of this 
branch of military service on December 
20, 2019.

Tarr also pushes through an amendment 
that directs the Executive Office of 
Veterans’ Services, in consultation with 
the Department of Revenue, to conduct 
a study on property tax abatements and 
exemptions for veterans and surviving 
spouses. The study will examine various 
factors, including the impact of tax 
exemptions on veterans with disabilities 
and comparisons with practices in other 
states, with a report due by the end of 
2024, which should set the stage for 
further action on tax relief.

The HERO Act, called a game-
changer for veterans, is the most extensive 
legislation in more than 20 years. 

It boosts benefits significantly, with 
more funding for mental health services, 
a better annuity for disabled veterans and 
improved tax credits for businesses hiring 
veterans. Plus, it extends the Active-
Duty Buyback Program, makes sure 
COLA changes won’t impact Chapter 
115 benefits, and enhances property tax 
exemptions. 

The act also expands the definition of a 
veteran and solidifies crucial medical and 
dental benefits, guaranteeing thorough 
care for our servicemembers and veterans.

The HERO Act Helps Veterans

FREE ESTIMATES!



     September 4 - September 10, 2024                                                             www.TheTownCommon.com                                                           Page 3 

Visit 
The Town Common

on-line at 
www.thetowncommon.com

Caring, Compassionate, Dignified 
Service when you need it most.

Personalized and 
Traditional Funerals 

 Cremations
 Graveside Services
 Memorial Services 

 Advance Planning Options
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14 Independent St., Rowley, MA 
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978-948-7763978-948-7763

J.A.S. LANDSCAPING AND 
Serving the Merrimack Valley & So. New Hampshire

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE

372-TURF (978) 372-8873
Email: jaslandscaping@comcast.net

  Mowing
  Lawn Applications 
  Shrub & Sm. Tree Pruning
  Grounds Cleaning
  Aerating/Dethatching
  Overseeding/Mulching
  Certified Arborist
  Design & Installation

Fully Insured
Since 1981

ComputerDoctorUSA.net
We Make House Calls!

978-312-1261
 Support | Training | Repair

PC, MAC, 
& ANDROID

networks • internet • viruses
upgrades • wireless

performance optimization
focused user training

SELLING NEW AND
USED SYSTEMS

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY

PERSONAL AND
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

computer doctor

Preventative,
Complete Health

Dentistry

Better Health,
Better Life.

978-948-2030
www.stclairdmd.com

151 Central Street • Rowley, MA 01969

Diplomate,
American Board of

Dental Sleep Medicine

Sleep Better,
Live Better.

978-948-2661
www.brooksidesleepwellness.com

Brookside Sleep Wellness
SNORING, SLEEP APNEA, TMJ

THE TOBACCO SHACK
ROWLEY, MA

PREMIUM CIGARS AND ACCESSORIES
WE ARE NOW A PROUD RETAILER OF

THE BLACK BOTTLE BEARD CO PRODUCTS

162 Newburyport Turnpike,
Rte 1, Rowley

Next to Agawam Diner
978-948-2417

DAR Chapter Sponsors 
Good Citizen Program and 

Scholarship Contest
NEWBURY – The Brigadier General 

James Brickett – Old Newbury Chapter 
of the National Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution (DAR) 
is pleased to sponsor the DAR Good 
Citizens Program and Scholarship 
Contest.  The DAR program is intended 
to encourage and reward the qualities of 
good citizenship: dependability, service, 
leadership, and patriotism The program 
is open to all senior class students enrolled 
in accredited public or private secondary 
schools in good standing with their state 
boards of education or a recognized 
accrediting organization.  United States 
citizenship is not required. Home-school 
students are eligible to participate.

School administrators choose one 
senior that best demonstrates the qualities 
of a good citizen and submit a packet of 
information about that student and their 
activities throughout their high school 
experience.  Seniors selected as Good 
Citizens will be honored in March 2025 
in a ceremony at the Chapter’s meeting in 
Bradford, Massachusetts.  Good Citizens 
are encouraged to invite family, friends, 
and school educators and administrators 
to attend the award ceremony.

Additionally, the student may enter 
an essay on a topic provided by the 
NSDAR. These essays must be written 
in the presence of a member of their 
school's administration and without 
reference material. The essays are then 
judged at the Chapter level and the 
winning student's essay is sent on to the 
District Level for judging. Ultimately 
the winning students are judged at state 
and national levels for scholarships.  
Each state winner receives an award 
in the amount of at least $500 and a 
special state DAR Good Citizens pin 
and certificate. Each of the eight division 
(multi-state groups) winners will receive 
a cash award in the amount of $1,000 
A national winner will be invited to 
Washington, DC to attend Continental 
Congress and will be awarded a $10,000 
scholarship, an inscribed silver bowl and 
a certificate.   

Student information and essays 
must be submitted to the Chapter 
by November 22, 2024.  For more 
information about the Good Citizens 
Program and Scholarship Contest, please 
email Goodcitizendar@gmail.com.

* Custom seamless
aluminum & copper gutters

* Residential &commercial Jobs

* 16 aluminum colors

45 Main Street Salisbury, MACall for a free quote
(978) 465-1844

portgutters.comFollow us on Instagram
@portgutters

Newburyport Choral Society New Singer Registration/Rehearsal
Tuesday, September 10, 7:00 p.m

Belleville Congregational Church, 300 High Street
The Newburyport Choral Society (NCS) will hold its first rehearsal of the fall 2024 

season. New singers are welcome and there is no fee to attend the first two rehearsals! 
Enjoy singing with neighbors and friends in a supportive atmosphere.

Learn songs for the December NCS Winter Concert, entitled “Luminous Night.” 
Online registration is open now through September 24th. For more information, visit 
www.newburyportchoralsociety.org   

Ipswich Public Health Department to Provide 
Dental Care Opportunity to Residents

IPSWICH – Director of Public Health Colleen Fermon is pleased to announce that 
the Ipswich Public Health Department will host a dental clinic for Ipswich resi-dents. 

 The clinic will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 10, from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m., at Town Hall, 
25 Green St. 

 Adults and children will be able to receive dental screenings, cleanings, sealants and 
fluoride. Services will be provided by appointment only. 

 Services will be provided by Polished Teeth, a portable dentist company that of-fers 
preventive dental services to local communities. 

 Polished Teeth bills to MassHealth. Patients without MassHealth will be charged 
$73 for their service. 

 For questions or to schedule an appointment, residents can call or text Ellen Gould 
at 508-237-5378 or email at ellengould@polishedteeth.com. 

 "This clinic is an opportunity to ensure that each Ipswich resident has access 
to essential health care," said Director Fermon. "Programs like these are extremely 
impactful and beneficial to the community and I am proud we are able to provide 
them."

programs.
Parents, please join us for this event as 

well. Our adult leaders will be on hand to 
answer your questions and tell you about 
opportunities for adults.

September 19, 2024, 6:30 – 8:30 
Service Credit Union, 3003 Lafayette Rd, 
Portsmouth, 03801

Squadron Commander Maj. Michelle 
Johnson mjohnson@nhwg.cap.gov (603) 
343- 8365.

Continued from page 1
Civil Air Patrol
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Amish Mennonite Jams, Jellies, Apple 
Butters, Spicy Sauerkrauts, Chow Chow, 

and Much More!
Northern Lights Farm Stand

243 High St. (Rt 1A), Ipswich
66 Cedar St., Wenham  •  978-312-6728
Mon-Sat: 9a-5:30p, Sun: 10a-5:30p 
facebook.com/NorthernLightsFarmstand

Homemade Condiments for 
Family, Friends, and Gift Giving!

80 Main St., Essex,MA
978-768-7161

www.pikemarine.com

Pike Marine
has your new repower in stock

Winterize your Mercury outboard at
Pike Marine

The Town Common

Gloucester Fire Department Extinguishes Boat Fire 
GLOUCESTER – Chief Eric Smith reports that the Gloucester Fire Department 

responded to and extinguished a boat fire last week. 
 On Thursday, at about 6:03 a.m., Gloucester Fire responded to Gloucester Marine 

Railways, 81 Rocky Neck Ave, for reports of a boat fire. 
 The boat was docked at the time. 
 Upon arrival, crews observed heavy smoke coming from a 50-foot vessel and 

immediately began an aggressive attack to limit the fire's spread.  
 The fire was knocked down at approximately 6:20 a.m. There were no reported 

injuries.  
 A preliminary investigation suggests that the cause of the fire was electrical and 

remains under investigation by the Gloucester Fire Department. 

Gloucester Fire quickly knocked down an early morning boat fire on Rocky Neck Avenue. 
(Photo Courtesy Gloucester Fire Department) 
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BACKTOSCHOOL QUIZBrighter Smiles...
Health & Wellness

By J. Peter St. Clair, DMD
Question #1: The risk factors for gum 

disease are the same as for heart disease 
(genetics, smoking, weight, lack of 
exercise, and high cholesterol).

Answer: False. Genetics and smoking 
tobacco are major risk factors, but stress, 
medications, lack of proper hygiene, and 
systemic problems, such as diabetes, are 
additional risk factors. Just like heart 
disease, management of gum disease 
requires strict maintenance visits to 
monitor and control the disease. Taking 
care of your body includes taking care of 
your oral health.

Question #2: Less than one in ten 
people will experience a fractured tooth.

Answer: False. About one in four 
sustain a fracture to a front tooth by the 

bookstore, but that’s alright with her 
because she curates each book, based on a 
strict system she has perfected.

Illume, according to Perry, is an 
independent, curated bookstore with 
all the genres that range from current 
and past bestsellers and backlist titles to 
those she selects for cultural relevancy and 
diversity. There are also children’s books, 
science fiction and mystery novels. 

Perry has dedicated a wall of shelves to 
local authors, which she said is one of her 
customers’ favorite spots to shop. 

She fell in love with and moved to 
Newburyport from New Jersey, where 
she had been sports and scout mom, 
when her daughter was accepted at 
Phillips Exeter Academy and wanted to 
live at home. She now lives in a new 
townhome near the Rte. 1 Rotary, which 
is convenient to the shop where she can 
be found seven days a week. 

Asked what she has learned since opening 
the store, Perry said, “Everything.” Her 
previous work experience had been selling 
for Coca Cola and for a pharmaceutical 
company, marketing to doctors.  But 
when her children were almost grown, she 
got the entrepreneur’s itch and decided to 
open a shop that sold books. 

As a young mother, she had fallen 
in love with books when she joined a 
neighborhood book club. There she made 
friends and created bonds with other 
readers. With her own bookstore, she 
was replicate that experience, but was not 
satisfied to open just one club. 

Between September and May, Illume 
hosted nine separate book clubs, and she 
is planning to add five more this year. 

“I love book clubs,” she said. “People 
get excited.”

The various book clubs are listed on her 
web site, illumebooks.com. Each club has 
a facilitator, handpicked by Perry. She also 

age of 18. Front teeth tend to get in the 
way when falling or with flying/swinging 
objects. Back teeth with older amalgam 
(silver) fillings, or with larger fillings in 
general, are susceptible to breaking. If 
you clench or grind, you are at much 
higher risk for fracture of back teeth and 
irreversible wear of front and back teeth. 
This is all preventable.

Question #3: Precancerous lesions are 
common in the mouths of smokers.

Answer: True. The red and white 
patches precede malignancy and require 
biopsy. Precancerous oral lesions are also 
common in heavier drinkers. Again, 
regular maintenance visits are essential for 
monitoring and appropriate referrals to 
be given for such lesions.

Question #4: Your toothbrush should 
be changed every six months. 

Answer: False. Your toothbrush should 
be changed every 8-12 weeks. Bacteria 
accumulation and effectiveness of the 
bristles make it necessary to change it this 
often. It should also be replaced after you 
have been sick. This goes for manual as 
well as power toothbrush users. Even is 
the brush head looks ok, change regularly.

Question #5: The average person will 
lose less than six teeth by age 72.

Answer: True. According to the 
Academy of General Dentistry, 5.4 teeth 
are lost by age 72. This number has 
declined over the years but there is still 

vets each member to make sure they are 
in a book club that they will enjoy.  

The clubs cover the waterfront and 
include murder mysteries to deeply 
serious books in a club facilitated by a 
retired professor of humanities and urban 
culture studies. 

Brine Restaurant has joined in the fun, 
asking Perry to help it create its own book 
club, which has hosted two meetings. 

Illume has a web site, and Perry does 
respond to emails, but she has no phone 
number. She said she did not want to 
spend her days on the phone answering 
questions about whether the store carried 
a certain book. “I want them to come in 
and meet me,” she said.

The result is that the store has become 
a community hub. People drop in for 
what she says are “some of the most 

room for improvement. Remember, 
studies show that the quality of life 
decreases with each tooth lost. Tooth loss 
is preventable in many situations. Again, 
regular professional care is essential for 
maintaining good health. 

Question #6: Regular use of dental 
floss may help you live as many as six 
years longer.

Answer: True. While just 10% of 
households floss regularly, researchers at 
SUNY-Buffalo estimate longer lives for 
flossers. A healthier mouth means less 
chronic inflammation and a decreased 
chance of heart disease.

Extra Credit: (True or False) Ancient 
teeth, with small perfectly round holes 
in the biting surface may be the earliest 
archaeological evidence of prehistoric 
dentistry. Researchers believe a stone bit 
was used to drill through teeth, as holes 
of the exact same diameter were found 
in beads made for jewelry 8-9000 years 
ago. Scientists speculate that the holes 
had been filled with plant matter to treat 
tooth decay. 

Answer: True. We’re lucky to live in the 
21st Century. 

Dr. St. Clair maintains a private dental 
practice in Rowley dedicated to health-centered 
family dentistry. He has a special interest in 
treating snoring, sleep apnea and TMJ problems. 
If there are certain topics you would like to see 
written about or questions you have please email 
them to him at jpstclair@stclairdmd.com

interesting conversations.” A neighbor, 
who lives above the store, spends much 
of her day working on her computer in a 
soft chair in the center of the store. Asked 
if she was able to get her work done, she 
admitted that she is interrupted a lot by 
the conversations that swirl around her

Perry enjoys walking customers around 
the store, which is lightly scented with 
music playing softly in the background.  
On the walls are paintings by resident 
artist Katie Swatland as part of her 
'Summer's Luminance’ display.

Asked about competing with the 
popular and well-established Jabberwocky 
Book Store in the Tannery, Perry said she 
finds the North Shore and particularly 
Newburyport to be filled with readers. 
“Newburyport could have many book 
stores and all of them would do well.”
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Don't miss what's going on in your community!
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                                                      June 5 - June 11, 2024 

AMERICAN 
ARCHITECTURAL
GENERAL CONTRACTORS L.L.C.
Consultation to Project Completion

. All Phases of Construction . Commercial/Residential

. All Maintenance Work . All Types of Restorations

. Free Initial Consultation . Project Management

OVER 25 YEARS of
“In the Field” Experience

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT/CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISION

Vincent A. Iafrate, G.C. (617)835-3550

. Carpentry . Masonry . Landscaping . Roofing . Basements . Water Entry

All Types of Property Repairs

Continued from page 1
Illume
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For Direction Only a Lawyer Can Provide...
...Call Attorney Steven Merritt

New Office
15 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA
(Near Barking Dog Rest.) 

(978) 792-8101

■ Family Law
■ Restraining Orders
■ Contempt of Court
■ Civil Litigation

■ Criminal Law
■ Bankruptcy
■ Landlord/Tenant
■ Special Education Law

Free Consultation!  978-792-8101

Creative 
and winning 

solutions 
stem from 

life experience 978-973-9400

PUZZLE ANSWERS

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Impatience with those who don’t 
keep up with you can cause resis-
tance, which, in turn, can lead to more 
delays. It’s best to be helpful and sup-
portive if you want good results.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
surprise announcement from a col-
league could put you on the defense. 
Gather your facts and respond. You’ll 
soon find the situation shifting in your 
favor.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The 
time spent away from a project pays 
off with a new awareness of options 
that you hadn’t considered before. 
Weigh them carefully before deciding 
which to choose.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Con-
sider confronting a personal conflict 
while there’s still time to work things 
out. A delay can cause more prob-
lems. A longtime colleague might 
offer to mediate.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some 
emerging matters could impede the 
Lion’s progress in completing an 
important project. Best advice: Deal 
with them now before they can create 
costly delays.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Your aspect continues to favor 
an expanding vista. This could be a 
good time to make a career move, and 
taking an out-of-town job could be a 
good way to do it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Disruptive family disputes need to 
be settled so that everyone can move 
on. Avoid assuming this burden alone, 
though. Ask — no, demand help with 
this problem.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Patience is called for as you 
await word on an important workplace 
situation. A personal circumstance, 
however, could benefit by your taking 
immediate action.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Don’t lose confidence 
in yourself. Those doubters are likely 
to back off if you demand that they 
show solid proof as to why they think 
your ideas won’t work.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) A temporary setback 
might cause some unsettling moments 
for the usually sure-footed Goat. But 
keep going! The path ahead gets easi-
er as you move forward.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) There’s welcome news from 
the workplace. There could also be 
good news involving a relationship 
that has long held a special meaning 
for you.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
You still might need to cut some lin-
gering ties to a situation that no lon-
ger has the appeal it once held. In the 
meantime, you can start to explore 
other opportunities.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your sense 
of what’s right can inspire others if 
you remember not to push too hard 
to make your case. Moderation works 
best for you.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

Don't miss what's 

going on in your 

community!  

Sign up for 

The Town Common's
weekly e-mail! Visit 

thetowncommon.com

and sign up today!

good 
earth

www.goodearthcandle.com
PURE SOY CANDLES

Natural Organic Scents

Holiday Candles
Dipped Pine Cones
Saturdays 12-4p
6 Ashley Rd, Rowley

www.goodearthcandles.com

Candles for 
all occasions

Fri & Sat 12n-5p, Sun 10a-3p



     September 4 - September 10, 2024                                                             www.TheTownCommon.com                                                           Page 7 

Pratt
Hobby Shop

COINS AND ITEMS WANTED
U.S. Coins, silver, gold,
foreign world money.
Old pocket watches,

wrist watches and costume jewelry
Wheat pennies, Pre-1958

FREE APPRAISAL
Call 978-352-2234
WANTED TO BUY

Gold Scrap, Gold Coins,
Sterling Silver

U.S. Silver Coins pre-1965
.999 Silver Bars

U.S. Silver Dollars
Wartime Nickels 1942-1945

U.S. Clad Half Dollars 1965-1969

HOBBY SUPPLIES
Remote Controlled Vehicles
ESTES Rockets & Supplies,

Plastic & Wood Models / Supplies
Autos, Trucks, Planes, Ships,

X-Acto Sets, Paints & Much More

20 E Main St, Georgetown, MA

Hours:
Closed on Monday, Private 

appointments available
Tuesday-Friday 10:30-6

Saturday 10:30-5
Sunday 12-5

Phone: 978-352-2234

CLASSIFIED ADSThe Town Common
Weekly Community Newspaper

CHELSEA CLOCKS WANTED
Wanted to buy: Chelsea Clocks - 

Any Condition! 
Also, any 
other Marine-
type Clocks, 
Pocket & Wrist 
Watches. 978-
373-3719 - C.R. 

HELP WANTED - ROLLER WORLD
Seeking Skate Guards, Snack Bar Staff, 
Pro Shop, Skate Repair, Cleaning Crew 

To learn more visit www.roller-world.com/join-our-team

HORSE STALL AVAILABLE
Horse stall available at the The Carriage Barn in Kensington, NH; 

12’x12’ box stall, full turnout and board for $680/month. Please call 
603-378-0140 or email us at carriage-barn@comcast.net for information.

AMERICAN HOME 
IMPROVEMENT CARPENTRY

Repairs & Additions. Interior/
Exterior Painting. Fully Insured. 
30 years experience. Free Estimates. 
Excellent Referrals. 978-465-2283

BALDASSARI PAINTING
Painting Interior/Exterior. 
Wallpapering & removal. Free 
estimates 781-953-6890 or 

978-688-0161 

GARY’S JUST STUFF 
MECHANICAL ITEMS BOUGHT / 

SOLD & REPAIRED!
Generators, Outboards, Lawn 
Mowers, Snow Blowers, Tune ups, 
etc., pick-up and delivery available, 
Call Gary at (978) 376-4214

ITEMS FOR SALE
Wells 2 Section Food Warmer    $25.00, 
3 Tramontina Catering Frames & Covers 
for Warming Food (No Pans) $25 Each, 
Hobart Dishwasher Racks: 2 Silverware 
Racks $25 Each, 2 Plate Racks $25 Each, 
Glass Salad Plates  25 at $1.00 Each, Glass 
Salad Plates 36 at $1.00 Each  with Vines 
& Berries as a Design, White Woven 
Dessert Plates: 32 at $1.00 Each, Storage 
Container of Renaissance Re-Enactment 
Items & Placements $25.00, 3 Bay 
Stainless Sink from Elkay Food Service 
Products ID #12232. Never been Used. 
$500.00. The first 7 Items on the list people 
should contact the First Parish Church 
of Newbury at 978-465-5597. For the 3 
Bay Sink, contact Steve at 978-270-7188.

PAINTING INTERIOR, EXTERIOR
Smoke and water damage ceilings 
stain killed, repaired, or replaced, 
carpentry interior-exterior repairs, 
windows repaired and replaced, 
gutters cleaned, repaired or 
replaced, clean outs and clean ups 
of all kinds. General masonry, 
all brick work, chimney work, 
walkways, etc. (Cell) 978-376-
4214, (Home) 978-374-6187

ALWAYS BUYING 
Estate Jewelry and 

Old Dolls. 
Call 978-335-0035   

ALWAYS BUYING 
Books, vintage posters, 
artwork, comic books, 
ephemera, and related 

printed material. 
Single items and entire 

collections sought. 
bookaugur@gmail.com 

978-518-2298 

EVERYONE READS
CLASSIFIED ADS

PLACE YOURS!
$10/week

$30/month 
advertise@thetowncommon.com

HELP WANTED
Seeking PT/FT Advertising 
Consultant for 'The Town Common' 
Newspaper & Website. Perfect for 
Mother's Hours, Retiree, New Grads, 
or a "Go-Getter" that wants to 
"Make Bank". Earn VERY generous, 

partnership-level, commissions!
Please e-mail inquiry to: 

advertise@thetowncommon.com

Kraken

Gaming
Buy • Sell • Trade

VINTAGE TOYS:
Star Wars • G.I. Joe

Transformers
MOTU • Action Figures

Godzilla • Robots

VIDEO GAMES:
Nintendo • Sega

Atari • SNES • N64
GameBoy • DS • Wii

Xbox • Playstation

POKÉMON:
Buy/Sell/Trade

COMICS/RECORDS

857-272-4723
Open 11-6 daily
174 Nbpt Tpke

US Route 1, Suite 9,
Rowley, MA, 01969

Don't miss what's 

going on in your 

community!  

Sign up for 

The Town Common's
weekly e-mail! Visit 

thetowncommon.com

and sign up today!

Sold Single Family Homes
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

978-948-465-5831
www.ferrickmovers.com

USDOT #654172 | MC # 310830 | MA. DPU # 30442
Winner of the 2018 Best of the Best Moving Company

      
LIST_NO STATUS ADDRESS TOWN LIST SF_TYPE BATHS  LIST PRICE SALE PRICE
73273061 SLD 45 THOMPSON ST Amesbury, MA AN6888 Detached 1  $418,888   $425,000 
73249738 SLD 35 Middle Rd Amesbury, MA H95172 Attached 2  $469,000   $460,000 
73260183 SLD 559 N End Blvd Salisbury, MA C95048 Detached 2  $489,900   $483,500 
73240112 SLD 39 Federal Street Newburyport, MA G62134 Detached 3  $575,000   $500,000 
73267856 SLD 4 Collins Street Amesbury, MA AN8279 Detached 1  $449,900   $515,000 
73261791 SLD 4 Westminster Street Amesbury, MA AN6202 Detached 3  $549,000   $573,000 
73268209 SLD 93 Spofford St Georgetown, MA AN6886 Detached 1  $600,000   $625,111 
73243149 SLD 93 Whitehall Rd Amesbury, MA AN5852 Detached 1  $649,500   $670,000 
73269219 SLD 156 Jewett St Georgetown, MA BB9059 Detached 2  $674,900   $700,000 
73262050 SLD 23 Chestnut Street West Newbury, MA C95006 Detached 3  $725,000   $721,000 
73218531 SLD 66 Old Right Road Ipswich, MA AN6818 Detached 3  $849,000   $775,000 
73265450 SLD 6 Parker River Drive Newbury, MA : Byfield AN8161 Detached 3  $749,000   $800,000 
73257666 SLD 158 Whitehall Rd Amesbury, MA AN7636 Detached 2  $775,000   $825,000 

ROWLEY PLANNING BOARD 
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 Pursuant to G.L., c. 40A, §9 and §11, the Rowley Protective Zoning Bylaw 
(ZBL), and the Rowley Planning Board Rules and Regulations, notice is hereby 
given that the Rowley Planning Board will hold a public hearing at a meeting to 
be held on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 starting at 7:10 pm in the Rowley 
Town Hall 2nd Floor located at 139 Main Street, Rowley, MA. The Planning 
Board will review an application submitted by DMR Realty (on behalf of Market 
Basket) to amend the Special Permit/Site Plan Review approval (originally granted 
on October 18, 1989) for to modify the configuration of the site’s handicapped 
parking and pedestrian crossings, new parking area lighting, and to install a new 
sidewalk along the entrance driveway from Route 1/NBPT. The subject property 
consisting of 22.38 acres is located at 225 Newburyport Turnpike and also 
identified as Map 16, Lot 9, and located in the Retail (RE) zoning district. 

The applications, plans, and relevant documents are on file with the Rowley 
Planning Board, and are available for public inspection at the Rowley Planning 
Board Office, Town Hall Annex, 39 Central Street, during public office hours. 

Craig Copland 
Planning Board Chairman                                                           9/4 (9/11)

GEORGETOWN CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

A Public Hearing will be held by the Georgetown Conservation Commission 
on Thursday, September 19, 2024 at 7:00 PM, by Zoom Link found on 
Town Website Calendar date of meeting, 87 Pond Street, Public Hearing for a 
Notice of Intent proposed Single-Family house within 100 feet of an Isolated 
Vegetated Wetland.

Michèle Grenier, PWS (978) 352-5712                                                9/4 

FREE PICKUP AND DELIVERY

Quality Work At      
     Awesome Prices

Couture’s 
Small Engine Repair

• All Work 
Guaranteed

• We Service 
All Makes

E:  GaryCouture62@yahoo.com

2 Scholtz Terrace,
Salisbury, MA 01952

978-912-4716

Start Creating.
refreshstudio.com

Web Development      Web Hosting 

Social Media Marketing     Web Design

SEM / Pay Per Click Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Logo Design    Print Design

Increase Revenue Today!
Bring your web presence up to code with 

fresh designs, ads, and more.

978-500-9369

Bradley Maravalli

Owner / Developer
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

Before After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms 
and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 

automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and 
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.844.887.6576
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED 

TIME 

OFFER!

SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Expires 7/31/2024

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-866-919-0947

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most  
out of your lawn  
this summer.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Receive a free 5−year warranty  
with qualifying purchase*   
- valued at $535.

Call 978−954−3775
to schedule your free quote!

Donate Your Car
Imagine the 
Diff erence You 
Can Make

• Every donated vehicle will be properly recycled,
   reducing waste and harmful emissions.
• Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible and 
   the proceeds help provide services to help the
   blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE 
TOWING & TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

Call 1-888-512-3286

a $200 restaurant voucher
a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

KITCHEN & BATH SOLUTIONS

30%
INSTALLATION
ON YOUR
DREAM KITCHEN. OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/24

877.242.0396

*Discount applies to the installation of new cabinets and refacing 
only. Minimum of $10,000 project value. Offer valid on new 
customer agreements only. Offer valid through October 31st, 2024. 
Offer may not be combined with other offers. MA License #142014

877.242.0396

Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 1.833.681.0608

15% Off Total Purchase*
* This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following 

es are not eligible for a discount or sale price adjustment. Sales tax does 
not qualify for discount.  This offer cannot be combined with any other 
sale, promotion, discount, code, coupon and/or offer. This promotion has 
no cash value. Leafguard reserves the right to end any promotion at any 

Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 
60-90 minute in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase 
will receive a $200 VISA card. Retail value is $200. Offer sponsored by Leaf-
Guard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and 
installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 
years of age.  If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating per-
sons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have 
a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons 

entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company 
in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former 
Company customers. Card may not be extended, transferred, or substitut-
ed except that Company may substitute a card of equal or greater value if it 

States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form provid-
ed at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or dis-
count of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by VISA and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Except in the states of MD, NY and 
DC, where the gift card offer is limited to $25. Offer not available in the states 
of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/24. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of 
New England in Massachusetts under MA HIC registration number 191456 and 
in Rhode Island under RI Contractor Reg. #42097
* Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean 
your gutters for free.

Receive a 
Card with your 
Leafguard purchase!

Say goodbye to gutter 
cleaning for good
No clogging*, No cleaning
No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

BEFORE AFTER FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 
year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 
262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, 
NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, 
TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning 
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home 
With LeafFilter.

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-449-8533

+

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!1

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

1 DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 8/31/2024. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) 
or more windows or entry/patio doors between 5/1/2024 and 8/31/2024. Additional $100 off your purchase, minimum purchase of 4, taken after initial discount(s), when you purchase by 8/31/2024. 40% off windows and entry/patio doors are less than or equal to lowest 
cost window or entry/patio door in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs 
is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and 
offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. CA License CLSB #1050316. Central CA License #1096271. License #RCE-50303. OR License #198571. WA License #RENEWAP877BM. WA License #RENEWAW856K6, FL License 
#CGC1527613. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. 2Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window U-Factor to the U-Factor for clear dual-pane glass 
non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International Energy Conservation Code “Glazed Fenestration” Default Tables. “Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of their respective owners. © 2024 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. RBA13669                         *Using U.S. and imported parts.

Minimum purchase of 4 – interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

NO Money Down, NO Monthly Payments, NO Interest for 12 months1

40%
OFF 1

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE1

Take an ExtraBuy One, Get One

$100OFF

AND

AND

  

866-572-8491

Call by August 31
to schedule your FREE consultation.

PROFESSIONAL
Interior
Painting

Sea Valley Painting
978-484-2437

PricedRightJunkRemoval@gmail.com


